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BIG COIN FOR BIG TI 


Russ Morgan's Music Proposal NOVFITY NAMES, Jukebox S.A. Pays Off Big: Femme 
1 ia eee | CET ee Record Jockeys Ad Lib Wisecracks 


Here’s a situation that the public should know about. 
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The dance bands will be the losers if forced to discard their valu- + 
able music libraries, which they have carefully nurtured for many ‘ ’ * 
years. Those music libraries have cost the leaders an average of John Doe Production ze By HERB GOLDEN ‘. 
$10,000 to $20,000, and this is their stock in trade to establish ‘name- | Alec Templeton, Levant and | Whaddaya doin’ tonight, baby? 
band’ prestige. ‘ c Wi h A Ea N That’s No. 1 pest query faced by 
A couple hundred radio broadcasting bands will be the losers of a Ballet High-Grossers in it fi r to CWS femme operators in the east’s first 9 
several million-dollar investment, and therefore I would like to see Long-Haired Field — Rec- | centrally-controlled jukebox system, 
Variety establish an ‘Exchange of Views’ column where orchestra ° Hollywood Sept. 10 | recently installed in Brooklyn. New- 
= leaders would be welcomed to express their frank opinions regarding ord Summer Season Dis- Prank Capra is producin ‘Meet style coin phono machines, instead of 
2 the type programs they are going to play after Dec. 31. closed Unusual New Box-! 3,4, Doe’ pin a ya os news Maving records in the cabinet and 
% Russ Morgan, ffi Wh | ceed being self-contained, are connected 
‘Music in the Morgan Manner,’ | ornce ams Each pam hooting is contingent by wire with a central station where 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. City. on ns ” ee red “om ‘film discs for all the boxes in the vicinity 
—_——-— RADIO INFLUENCE | . sage ted “weep iM are placed on turntables. Patrons 
Maestro Morgan refers to the ASCAP-BMI or music vs. radio situa- |abreast of times abroad. The oe of bars or other spots where the ma- 
' , ' : | closed to all visitors at all times. : 
> tion, both sides of which air some views in this issue On Page 23. Feature of the record-breaking iinet lsat Sincad Sans: chines are located request the tunes 
 — - in Geaiih guieen Saek taal they want by talking into a mike at- 
. * * 2 * cluded was the heavy attendance ? tached to the box. Two-way com- 
t J dictio M k i | h drawn by several novelty attractions. HENIE = WIRTZ munication system enables the op- 
ll y urls Nl a eS hg IS Growth of the outdoor concert erators to talk right back at the cus- 
+ business in recent years has been | tomers—and how they do! 
t, ° . ° > @ steady and, with the European field | Gals have developed stock answers 
x Le t Acto Al ( d | closed because of the war, a record ICE SH to what have become stock queries. 
91 i all ie In alla a |}summer in the U. S. was expected. | ’ Answer to “Whaddaya doin’ tonight, 
|But the huge audiences drawn by | baby?’ is ‘I’m playing your favorite 
> : - + 'such non-concert names as Alec recordings. What would you like to 
1 =". | “He t | Templeton and Oscar Levant was 275 000 hear?’ There’s not much left for the 
roronto, Sept. ’ Bill Th ( unanticipated. It’ case o ig. | unseen freshy to do but name the 
Strict application of Equity’s alien- I ing al ounts time acai and eatin acts Pe ? selection he wants. Reply almost al- 
re: acter restrictions in Canada may re- , linto a new field and clicking big at. ——— ways serves to stifle further con- 
sult in the organization losing its| Mexico City, Sept. 10. l the boxoffice versation. 
jurisdiction in the Dominion. Re- Picture of Estela Ruiz, young Mex- Another novelty that did good Ice show coming to the Center Some of the lads, particularly when 


sal to gr: raiver 4 5 ancer W é saring at t . 2atre, N . ear AL : 
ng al to gt gh a ver of the ruses | a oa ore a aring . ' business was the Ballet Theatre. mens. N. os early next = pear biz at the bar has been as good as 
a il iid. salen : : >w / -ld’s Fair. graces b: a ~* | ce ack producers 5 ‘ e , 2 sith ‘ 
permit an English actor to appear ew or orlas air, graces Dan Ballet had been seen during previ- set back producers Sonja nie an that at the jukebox, are not quite 
in two stock productions at the} notes in regular circulation. { ; ghes Arthur Wirtz and the Rockefellers, | ld i their remarks t} 
Ro , | Al 4 d . ¥ a | Se the R wee | k ot ous summers, but not on the scale } 3 ¢} , $225 000 b f So mi in elr remarks to 1@ 
oya exandra theatre here has enorita Ruiz’s likeness, in one 0 who own the house, 5, efore | femmes. In which case the operator 


; : or with such success as this year. , ' 
aroused local indignation. Matter is} the national costumes, features orna- a ‘ redig this Puen the curtains part on opening night. 

- : | Ballet Theatre, playing its first out- Of th $25.000 i f del simply calls off the bad language by 
is : is 9 ° > os 5 
this, $25,000 is going for remode flipping her switch. That means 


reported to have been brought to the mentations of the Bank of Mexico's R + P - 

++ ‘ f t} t } . 10 , il 9 doo! engagements, drew surpl ising | t} t j | tt tl $50 

atte ( +r > . > SK : > g e eatre na pette wna POU,- ; » 2 ' 
ntion Oo 1é governme nt, W 11ch p¢ ») Di S (32). crowds ing tn 1 re an »€ >I lan that his fr ashness has cost th 


has been trying to bring at a re- . : ° 000 for installation of ice machinery , 
. trying to bring about a re Neither Templeton nor Levant o ; ’ wise-guy a nickel because anothet 


, y - ‘ “reas . 
vival of the theatre j nad: ; to create a 10,000-square foot rink . 
4 Ms t = atre in Ca lada. played more than a handful of dates.| ” : " rt ; coin must be inserted to call the op- 
Inder Equity’s agreement with Both pulled large audiences at all Biggest and flossiest professional | erator again, After three or four 
British Equity, legit in Canada is ‘ ‘ And ice exhibition ever tossed together , 


; ; , . engagements, however accord- (Continued on page 36) 
under the jurisdiction of the U. S ing to concert managers. the turn-| Center show will represent $60,000 in : 


organization Thus, English actors * aes Bacalaggesmegced? gery etal of costumes alone. Outfits were designed ewe — 
are under the same restriction in the OUT LONDON S regular concert devotees, but seemed by Norman Bel Geddes, who made UJ d A d M 
Dominion as in the States. That has to stem from radio. where the tv . 500 individual costume sketches. In ppe tten ance ay 
caused only occasional criticism in pianists have made their reps Fact some of the 12 numbers every mem- ° ° 
the past. However, with the war that the two men drew newcomers, Per Of the line of 60 will wear a dif- See N, 7 Fair Passing 
altering conditions in the theatre as to the al fresco auditoriums. as well ferent rig, while in others each boy 


; age : aaatieeseenilt ess Gem a and girl will have costumes that 15.000.600 f S 
~ eee ge . ces ; (C insaidhie on page ™ ari gir wi lave costume i , , or eason 


(Continued on page 34) | 
blend, and each pair will be differ- 


ent. Orchestra will not only wear 


Both Radio Networks | Shortwave broadcasts from London Radio Dramatizations costumes, but will have changes With attendance during the past 


Saturday (7), and daily and nightly Scenery is also being designed by Week (including Sunday, Sept. 8) at 


Wary of Any and All mnce, Uadicats thet great Raver & Of Patriotic Pictures | Bel Geddes and, like everything else the N. Y. World’s Fair averaging 


being wrought by the Nazi bombers about the production, will be ultra- well above 100,000 daily and close to 

ha last . y lew 4 r’s ° ° . de the : . taal .2>1 mY " 
P liti Thi Y n the West End akin to New York’ To Piug Americanism (Continued on page 45) } 1.006.000 weekly mark antiCle 
0 1 ca ags iS r. Broadway theatrical district. Several ; pated earlier in the season, exposi- 
theatres have been hit, including, it tion officials this week held out 


NBC ‘ ; . , | was Stated, one vau leville house, and Government radio division, set up MISPLA ES C UCHOS hopes of topping 15,000,000 paid ad- 
+ : and Columbia do not intend the possibility is strong that all Lon- to bolster national defense spirit, this A ? missions for this maple Favorable 


tO Issue any special warning on the 


| don theatres may be closed within week was reported mulling a series of weather, a string of special events 
, suolec t > >t c< " » le ‘ 
& : Ject, but the networks have let it 48 hours programs which would incorporate SHORTWAVE BARS SONG ind days, plus constant plugging of 
de 


, known that they will exercise Yesterday’s (Tuesday) news and | radio excerpts or condensed versions | the few days ieft until the air 
more than usual caution this fall in| radio reports claimed that the British | of outstanding historical films, even 7 loses forever,’ pushed up attend- 
r seeing that political gags are kept out | winistry of Home Defense is already | including some of the patriotic Cincinnati, Sept. 10. ince figures despite the fact that the 
of comedy and other programs. List-| planning temporary closure of all shorts. At first, this radio division Because of geographical discrepan- past week followed a record-break- 
eners have been found to have little | theatres. As it is, legit houses are | would not reach back too far for cies, ‘Gaucho Serenade’ is barred ing Labor Day weekend. 
| indulgence for wisecracks about their | cjosing right and left, and those op- | such cinema material but would take from future programs on WLWO Bondholders were cheered by the 
favorite candidate during the heat of | erating are doing so for matinees | productions currently in the lime- | Crosiey’s international station. Rea- statement of Harvey D. Gibson, 
\ a political campaign, and the webs only. Monday (9) night the London light o1 those recently shown to the | son, explains Wilfred Guenther, sta- chairman of the Fair corporation, tast 
are anxious to avoid anything that | Cinema Assn. decided that all film | public. tion director, is that a line of the tune Friday (6) that the net onerating 
might bring on a deluge of protesting | houses would close at 9 p.m. nightly Among the suggested historical | runs, ‘’Neath your window down in profit including Sept. 5 this year 
letters, telegrams, or phone calls. luntil the after-dark air raids end. | films for radio dramatization are|Rio de Janeiro I wii! sing my totaled $2,565,665. He stated ihat the 
Network script examiners say that | However, 14 cinemas have already ‘Man of Conquest,’ ‘Union Pacific,’ | gaucho’s serenade. Gauchos are exposition’s total expenditures this 
they don’t anticipate any difficulties | shut entirely. ‘Alexander Graham Bell,’ ‘Abe Lin- |cowboys on the Argentine pampas year will be about $6,000,000 as com- 
from comics on this score, since all | Report that a vaude house in the 'coln in Hlinois,’ ‘Stage Coach’ and | while Rio is in Brazil pared with $9,570.849 in 1939. Gib- 
of them have had considerable ex- | West End was hit can mean only one | ‘Dodge City.’ Effort is being made Since the 50,000-watt short-wave son said he anticipated five a‘ltend- 
perience before the mike and know | of two such houses in the district- to secure a group of sponsors to un-| station went commercial, Guenther ance from now uniil tle na doy, 
that the embarrassment which fol-|the Palladium or Holborn Empire. derwrite the series, with picture | reports that one Venezuela listener with the drive to get peop! within 
lows an off-line political crack re- | Palladium is one of the finest houses | companies cooperating because of | paid $2.10 to air-mail two requests motoring distance of the Fsir bear- 
dounds to the disfavor of their spon- | of its type in the world. It was built | the indirect plug for product and{for a sample of Aqua Velva lotion ing fruit. 
sor, as much as it does to the net-| and opened in 190% by Walter Gib- likely a mention of current releases | and a Carter's Little Liver Pills ad Attendance figures revea! teat the 
work, t (Continued on page 46) | geared on identical themes | map. (Continued on page 45) 
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To Pix; Other 


Motion pictures that smell, liter- 
aily, took a step nearer their Amer- 
ican premiere with the arrival 
Thursday (5) of Robert Barth, Swiss 
technician, on the Atlantic Clipper at 


the marine terminal at LaGuardia 
Field «N. Y.), Upon his arrival 


came first news that Hans Laube, his 
chief and the inventor of the revo- 
jutionary type of presentation, had 
landed from a Clipper recently and 
escaped attention. 

Extremely reluctant to talk about 
their work (Laube was at the air- 


port te meet his co-worker) until 
they were certain no harm had 
come to their reels of film and ap- 


puratus, they did state that the in- 
itial showing of films that give off 
onion smells when the cook is peel- 
ing onions in the kitchen, and eau 
de cologne as Clark Gab'® ‘inishes 
up shaving, and the fragrance of 
spple blossom as a happy couple 
strolls through the orchard in spring- 
time, would probably be given at 
the Swiss Pavilion at the Fair. 

It was thought likely that the 
showing would come this week, but 
everything hinged on the condition 
of the shipment from Switzerland 
which did not come in by Clipper, 
but by steamship the day after Barth 
earvived. 

Laube and Barth indicated that 
they thought attempts to poke fun 
at their invention by way of saying 
that ‘movies stink now’ gave off a 
bad odor themselves. In broken 
English they made it clear no joke 


ebout their brainchild was a new 
joke. 
An indication of how important 


Switzerland believes the invention is, 
was contained in his traveling pa- 
pers. Although he is not connected 
with the Swiss diplomatic corps, he 
had been given a diplomatic pass- 
port. 


Fame 
The Fame Is Fleeting Dept. col- 
Jected an item at LaGuardia Field 
late last week. Off the sTWAto- 


liner straight from the Coast stepped 
# beautiful blonde, smiling hap- 
pily. Reporters and photographers 
made no move. Off stepped Wal- 
lace Beery and they ran to his side. 
In 2 big hurry, Beery announced he 
had just finished the final takes on 
‘Wyoming’ and that he was in New 
York for a week to look arouud and 
take a rest, and that he was to stay 
at the Waldorf. 

Beery gone, the reporters noticed 
the chic blonde standing sort of 
helplessly. Turned out she was Ma- 

(Continued on page 30) 





MIRANDA TO H'WOOD 
FOR 20TH ‘RIO’ ROLE 


Hollywood, Sept. 10 


Carmen Miranda is due here Nov 
1 to co-star with Don Ameche in 
*‘Thev Met in Rio’ at 20th-Fox. 


li will be her first visit to Holly- 
wood. Her scenes and song numbers 
in ‘Down Argentine Way’ were all 
New York. 


mace i 


$11,092 U.S. Tax Claim 
Over Berlin’s “Top Hat’ 


Washington, Sept. 
Tax Appeals Board held last week 





that Irving Berlin owed $11,092 in 
1935 income taxes on tunes he n- 
posed for RKO’s ‘Top Hat.’ B y 
contended at the n re- 
ceiver m the film contract repre 
senie ains for the sale of capital 
assets anc uch could be offset by 
cr espondaing iosses, 

Board held that the coin from 
RKO was ordinary income, 


Fidler for Pahnolive 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Jimmie Fidler will detail the do- 
ings along the film front for Palm- 
clive over NBC this season beginning 
Oct. 2. 
Gabber does 
hitch weekly. 


one quarter-hour 


Hedy’s Metro Date 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Brown set a definite date 
with Hedy Lamarr for ‘Come Live 
With Me’ at Metro. It calls for 
James Stewart as the other half of 
the romantic duo. 

Date is Sept. 30 in,Culver City. 


hi 
! 





Clarence 


ree ee 
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Another Cut | 


—_———~ 


Perhaps it’s the declining for- 
eign market—that’s the reason 
given for all other cuts in Holly- 
wood these days—but Metro last 
week lost 32 gals in the blink of 
an eve, 

It bought an original script by 


Stanley Rauh and Arthur S&t. 
Clare tagged ‘40 Girls and a 
Horse,’ which, thereupon, was 


immediately cut to ‘Eight Girls 
and a Horse.’ 











NBC ASKS 2506 
FOR METOPERA 


-—_— | 


! 
NBC is making a determined pitch | 
on sponsorship of the Metropolitan | 


operas for Saturday matinees this 
season. It has a couple accounts in- | 
terested. 


Network is asking $250,000 for the | 
series on a package basis. Price | 
covers 16 ‘opera broadcasts and a 
hookup of over 100 stations. Opera, 
hasn't had an air underwriter for 
three years, | 





| 
| 


AMPDA GIVES $64,000 — 
FOR BRIT. WAR RELIEF 


London, Aug. 27. | 
Through the AMPDA American 
Motion Picture Distributors Ass'n on 
this side, members ha¥e turned over 
$64,000 to Ambassador Kennedy to 
be distributed by him for war re- 
lief work in Britain. 
F. W. Allport, European head of 
AMPDA, made the presentation, 


Sonja’s Tour Sets Back 
‘Sun Valley’ Pic to April 





Sonja Henie will start 
‘Sun Valley’ for 20th-Fox 
1, she said New York Saturday 
7). Studio wanted her to 
around Christmas, she declared, but 
she'll in the midst of a skating 
tour at that time and asked for the 
postponement, which was granted. 

Blade star is 


work on 
on April 
in 


( begin 


be 


currently working 
out in New York with the chorus 
of ‘Hot Ice,’ rink show of which she 
is co-producer. It opens at the Cen- 


ter, N. Y., early in October. Miss 
Henie will leave for the Coast the 
day following its preem to begin get 
ting in shape the company, now in 


California, which she wil] take on a 
national skating tour. 

Reports that Dan Topping, to 
whom Miss Henie was recently mar- 
objected to her continuing her 
either in films or on 
jenied by Topping. 
tinue doing just as she wants,’ he 


ried, 
career, ice, are 
‘Sonja can con- 
de- 
clared. 


Miss Henie said her six-year pact 


with 20th-Fox, which winds up at 
the end of next year, calls for her 
to make two pictures during 1941. 


Second one will depend entirely on 
the studio, she asserted, as it is hav- 


ing great difficulty in getting suit- 
abie scripts. If it gets a satisfac- 
tory story, she’s willing to make the 
picture She hasn't seen script of 
Sun Valley’ yet. 
Q’Neill Titles Cyct 

mugene O'Neill has chosen the 

titles for his cycle of nine plays, on 


which he has been working for sev- 
eral years. Cycle is called ‘A Tale 
of Possessors Self-Dispossessed.’ In- 
dividual plays will be ‘Greed of the 
Meek,’ ‘And Give Me Death,’ ‘A 
Touch of the Poet,’ ‘More Stately 
Mansions,’ ‘The Calms of Capricorn,’ | 
‘The Earth’s the Limit,’ ‘Nothing 
Lost Save Honor,’ ‘Man on _ Iron 
Horseback’ and ‘A Hair of the Dog.’ 

Separate plavs will be related and 
will be in sequence, covering about | 
a century in. the lives of two Ameri- | 
can families. Nobel Prize winner 
doesn't know when he will complete 
the series. but none will be produced | 
until all are finished. Theatre Guild | 


| will produce. them, , call 


| 


Swiss Inventors ‘Smellie Adjunct 
N. Y. Airport Items 


| terned 


BING’S NIBLICKING 


Tour After Nat'l 
Tourney 


May Make &. A. 
Amateur 


Bing Crosby, vacationing in New 
York since Sept. 1, may shove off 


the National 
tourney at Mamaroneck, N. Y., 
completed. He was entered in the 
qualifying rounds Monday and yes- 
terday (Tuesday) and 
friends of his ambition to win. 
Crosby is supposed to have been 
given the approval for such a Latin- 
American jaunt, with eastern execu- 


lfor South America on & goodwill | 
, | personal appearance tour as Soon 4s | 
| U. S. Amateur Golf| ; 
is| half of Variery—happy reading! 


TTS 
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} THE BERLE-ING POINT 


i AMAA AAAAADAAAAAAADADAAAAAAAAADDDADDAADAAAaa aa 


By Milton Berle 


On behalf of Vartery—and I'd like to be 
Originally I was supposed to work for 
New York's new daily, “PM,” but my stuff came back marked ‘PU,’ 

Just returned from Hollywood, I went out there to complete a lavoff 


Today I am a newspaperman. 


told his| I started two years ago. 


Loss of the foreign market has really affected Hollywood. 
| believe it--Grand National hasn't made a picture all day! 

On the Coast I bumped into a lot of friends—Louis Shurr ‘(you know— 
the head of the Gaxton-Moore agency), Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, 


Would you 


eto, 


tives admitting such a trip would | Crosby, Hope and I went out to Lakeside for 18 holes of golf. On the 7th, 


doubtlessly enhance his 
value in those countries, particular- 
ly if he will consent to personal ap- 
pearances at public functions or the- 
atres. 


Crosby has several Argentina mounts | 
in his string of racing horses and 


boxoffice | I drove into a sand trap—and there was Chesterfield Pictures shooting a 


| desert scene, 


Back On Broadway Dept. 
Walked into Lindy’s, the waiting room of the William Morris office. 


Crooner would go by boat.| Bumped into Ed Fishman and Paul Small—four of the nicest guys you 


! 


ever met. Heard that things were so bad for Broadway Rose, she was 
| changing her name to Sixth Avenue Rose. Next year they'll probably 


reportedly is interested in Argentina | tear her down. 


However, Crosby, 
ducked the 


racing prospects. 
who has consistently 


Then to Adler and Kelly's Tavern on West 48th street—business terrific— 


| and here I got a big surprise. I actually met a comedian who hadn't been 


press since arriving in N. Y., could | signed for the ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 


not be reached regarding this angle | 


of his trip. 





PLAYWRIGHTS 
IN HARLEM 


Newly formed Negro Playwright 
Co. netted almost $5,000 Friday (6) 
night with a benefit at the Golden 
Gate ballroom in Harlem. Attrac- 
tions were Richard Wright, author of 
the best-selling novel, ‘Native Son,’ 
and Paul Robeson. Attendance was 





;} about 4,500, with a scale of $1.65 top 


and a large number of patron boxes 
at $5 to $50. 

A liberal theatre ‘which will come 
to grips with life without 
was promised for the Playwrights by 
president Theodore Ward at the 
shindig, which was the outfit’s 
break-in, ‘We intend to produce im- 
portant plays,’ he declared, 
will make this people’s theatre a 
force for a better world.’ 

Morris Carnovsky, one of the top 
players of the Group Theatre, after 
which the Negro Playwrights is pat- 
toasted the new outfit, and 
Hazel Scott, warbler-pianist of Cafe 
Society, N. Y., entertained briefly. 
Gwendolyn Bennett, member of the 
Playwrights, m.c.d. 

Wright's contribution consisted of 
reading a 90-minute analysis of the 
birth in his mind of ‘Bigger Thomas,” 
principal character in his novel. 
Lengthy dissertation in the over- 
heated permitted but a 
brief session by Robeson. 

Playwrights inaugurate their ini- 
tial Oct. 15 with ‘Big White 
Fog’ at the Lincoln theatre, Harlem. 
Play, by Ward. was first 
several years by the 

Group hopes to 
permanently alight 
with the product of its members 
vill produce 
vrite, 


ballroom 


season 


presented 
ago Federal 
Theatre Project 
kee p the Lincol: 
who 
ana 


cirect as well as 


L.A. to 


Anerne. 
Allen. 

Kenny Baker. 
Richard Barthelmes: 
Wallace Beery. 
Nate 


N.Y. 


Brian 
Fred 


3lumberg. 
Lee Bowman. 
Ned Brown. 
Charles Buckley. 
Tom Buchanan, 
Don Cope 

J. Cheever Cowa 
Howard Dietz. 
Roy Disney 
Joan Fontaine 
James R. Gr: 
Rita Hayworth 
Portland Hoffa. 
Paul Koretz 

Andre Kostelanetz. 
Edward G. Robinson 
Arthur Rose. 
Jerome Safron 
Murray Silverstone. 
Charles P. Skeuras. 
Ed Small. 

Ann Sothern. 
Paula Stone. 
Herbert J. Yates. 


npe 


SAILINGS 
Sept. 11 (Vera Cruz to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs, Robert J, Landry 
(Mexico), 
Sept. 6 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 


William A. Seiiter, Marian Nixon 
(Matsonia), 


LAUNCH NEGRO 


| A comedian confided it was his ambition to live in California and die 


| Picked up a line here and a joke there, 


Patsy Flick, now working with Ed Wynn, told me that he owed a 
| language school $50, so they re-possessed one of his dialects. 
| Everybody planning to go to the premiere of Al Jolson’s ‘Hold On to 
| Your Hats,’ which opens tonight (Wed.) on one knee, Capsule pre-opening 
comment: Knee plus ultra. 

Found out Rosita Royce is no longer at the Fair—her birds went south 
for the fall. 
| Absolutely no truth to the rumor that four bobbie pins were found in 
| Jay C. Flippen’s hair, 

Holly woodiana 

Since Bing Crosby bought a racing stable, he gets fan mail from glue 
factories, 

Passed a marquee emblazoned with ‘Susan and God.’ 
people M-G-M has under contract. 

Saw George Raft on Ciro’s dance floor. 
picture, ‘They Drive by Night.’ 


Wonderful the 


He was ‘truckin,’ from the 





m 
New York. Suggested he play the Roxy. 

Saw a movie with Bob Burns, Jack Oakie and Helen Broderick. 
only straight man in the picture was the cutter. 
Wrote them on cuff of my shirt, 


The 


The next day my laundryman became an emcee, 


—_ = 


evasion’ | 


‘which | 


New Acts Dept. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Jr. Caught at Leon & Eddie's. Great de- 
livery and poise. Biggest laugh—‘My old man wants to buy Billy Rose's 
Aquacade-—because he wants to keep Eleanor home.—Looks like the 
wrong Roosevelt's in show business. 

Radio Dept. 

Bob Hope starts new season by summoning script writers to Hollywood 
Bowl for a conference. 

Overheard in a radio agency: ‘Hey 
Crossley.’ 

Audience participation shows pay so well agents are booking their stars 
into the third row for ‘Professor Quiz.’ 


you with the high forehead ane low 


Radio actor complains about low prices. Now gives agent his salary 
and takes the commission. 
Radio folk between ages of 21 and 41 eligible as conscriptors—radio 


jokes between 21 and 41 eligible for non-scripters, 
Observation Dept. 

Friars Club is so crowded that Sarry Saranoff had to go to the Lambs 
to sleep....Catskill Mountains had such a successful season that they did 
‘Buzzin’ the Bee’ with buttermilk....Bert Frohman had a dream that 
vaudeville was coming back so he got out of bed to pay his NVA qdues.... 
Broadway marquees come close to being evil-minded—only a couple of 
| hotels separate ‘The K'an Who Came to Dinner’ and ‘He Stayed for Break- 
fast’. Met an ambitious actor—the kind of a guy who would 
Broadway Rose just for the publicity....My mother’s on a diet—what will 
I do for belly laughs?....Once had six laughs in a row—the row mv 
mother was in....An agent in the Strand Building was asked if he had 
two halves for a dollar. He said, ‘Sure—Passaic and Hempstead’. 
Romo Vincent, Hurricane comedy smash, dining with Buster Shave: 
and George. Vincent said, ‘Pass the Olive.’ 


What am I saying????? 


marry 


. Olive 
From now on the act will be 





known as Buster Shaver and George....No truth to the report that the 
Ritz Bros. will elope with the Andrews Sisters....Conversation piece, in 
front of Bond Building: ‘Hey Jack, where you working next week?’ 
‘Nowhere—laying off.” ‘That's funny—I'm on the same bill.’....Willie, 
West and McGinty, the house builders, booked into the Casa Manana—to 
tear it down. Longacre Construction Co. agenting Caught unawares 
one of Izzv Grove's acts found putting hollandaise sauce on Izzv's ears 
Whatever Became Of 27272 

Babcock and Dolly 

Al and Fanny Stedman. 
Merle’s Cockatoos 
}  Bostock’s Riding School 
| Swartz Bros, Broken Mirror. 

Afterpiece 
Today I am a newspaperman. My first column—and already Ive been 
booked for Loew’s State. 
« 
Chan Back to Sleuthing Trip to Spai 
an Back to Sleuthing Trip to Spain No Gag, 
ie | Errol Flynn’s Big Sui 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. rro yon S) ig uit 

Charlie Chan continues his film ‘. al 
sleuthing at 20th-Fox under a new Los Angeles. Sept. 10 
pact signed by Sidney Toler and his meres Aaa ee a all el 

: : ; age suit in U. S. district court hers 
eal ae “ or, — ve against the New York publishing 
eutlons aad vatih annual | firm of Harcourt, Brace & Co.. Con- 

 — , Per en stancia de la Mora and the printing 

y dropped Toler | house of Quinn & Boden, Inc. Suit 
from the contract list, but changed is based on de la Mora’s Spanis} 
its mind and decided to keep the esa, , « ic : fe eek 
Oriental inyiterinn Gotan war story, In Place of Splendor, 
. SUIS. portions of which, the actor charges, 

hold him up to ridicule and injure 
his personal and professional stand- 
N.Y. to L.A. ‘ing. 

Richard Aldrich. | The book, according to Flynn, de- 

Joe Glaser. rides his trip to Spain during the 
| Michael Gordon. late revolution as a publicity stunt. 
| Lou Lifton. He insists that the stories are untrue 
| Harry Link. and demands both punitive and ex- 
| Mack Millar. emplary damages. 
| June Preisser. i 
| Franchot Tone. 
| Andrew D. Weinberger. M-G Renews Stewart 

William Wyler. Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

ee ae Bes James Stewart and Metro got to- 
| gether on a new contract, the tersns 
ARRIVALS , Of which were not disclosed. 

Jean Geiringer, Granville Berker.| His next job is the lead opposite 
Leo Lanier, Henry Fursi, Arnold' Hedy Lemarr in ‘Come Live With 
‘ Pressburger, Me.’ 
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FRENCH SHOW BIZ REVIVING 





Variety Mugg Emeritus Expounds 


On the Difference Between Mugging 


‘Hope Pulls 35,000 To 


By FRANK SCULLY, V. M. E. 


(VARIETY Mugg Emeritus and As- 
gemblyman Incognito of Hollywood) 





Dennis, Mass., Sept. 10, 
Legit layoff as caught at the El 
Capitan in Hollywood, 


the Music| fair grounds last Wednesday 





_Top Cal. Fair Record 


Sacramento, Calif., Sept. 10. 
Bob Hope is given credit for, 
drawing 35,000 persons to the state | 
(4), 


Box in New York and the Cape, biggest attendance in the history of | 


Playhouse in Dénnis—all 


week—strikes Variery’s Mugg Emer- | 
tus as just one smash success after booked into the Frisco auto show 


another. Even New England churches 
played to capacity. 

What picture houses are doing is | 
still a secret. The only one visited, 
the Cape Cinema, where they have 
individual chairs and Rockwell Kent | 
ceilings to keep your mind off the 
mass entertainment, was visited on 
a Sunday morning and was so nice 
and cool and quiet and empty that 
the lack of entertainment wasn’t 
missed at all. 

The Cinema theatre is the place 
on Cape Cod where the tower of the 
Cape Playhouse throws its search- 
light. There must be a tieup here 
some place, and if the Dies commit- 
tee finds some connection between 
Richard Aldrich and Gertrude Law- 
rence and the Cape Playhouse and 
the Cinema theatre they will be 
finding out 
long ago—that cooperation is pos- 
sible even under capitalism provided 
only one capitalist is involved. 

Having sat before M. Dies him- 
self, your VAriery Mugg Emeritus 
feels he knows what is in this Texas 
Ranger's mind. Freddie March 
played a double feature at the Bilt- 


more hotel in Los Angeles before 
we were ushered into the patriotic 


presence. 

Mr. Dies, in case you haven't seen 
him using a picture star for a prop, 
and both pouring over the record of 
‘testimony’ by so 1e guy called 
Leech, looks like H. L. Mencken, ex- 
cept that he’s about one foot taller 
physically. Both smoke cigars. Both 
like to chump show people. Both 


succeed. Menck does it in his own 
time, however. Dies has a taxpay- 
ers’ expense account. 


To get away from such a setup, 
muggs like this Scully move over 
into the other guy’s racket They 


(Continued on page 47) 


RADIO CITY’S TOURIST 
BIZ OFF 227, FROM °39 


Despite the biggest Labor Day 
week end in the history of National 
Broadcasting Co. radio and television 
tours in Radio City, Radio City tour 
business this summer has been off 
22% as compared with a year ago. 

Heavy decline in travel this sum- 
mer, doubtlessly eaused by the war, 


and the fact that there far fewer 
tourists coming to N. Y. for the 
World's Fair is blamed for the dip 


in business. 
sible for 
last year, 


Exposition was respon- 
the hefty spurt in business 
according to tour officials. 


Dot Thompson-Kortner 
Plan N.Y. Rep Troupe 


Dorothy Thompson, who collab- 


orated with Fritz Kortner last sea- 
son on ‘Another Sun,’ which had a 
brief engagement at the National, 


N. Y., is reported planning a reper- 
tory company in New York with the 
Austrian playwright-actor. Idea 
said to be in the nebulous stage, 
with the pair hoping to get it actu- 
ally under way later this season. 
No theatre is mentioned for the 
project. 

‘Sun’ 
fort for Miss Thompson, but Kort- 
ner had 


is 


an extensive theatrical 
background on the continent. Miss 
Thompson's husband, Nobel prize- 


winner Sinclair Lewis, has also been 


active in the theatre for a couple of 
s€asons, both as playwright and ac- 
‘tor, He also turned out a best-sell- 
ing novel, ‘Bethel Merriday,’ with a 
theatrical background. 


\ 


' Oct. 


what others suspected | 


{ Johnson 


was the first playwright ef- 


in one, the annual event. 


Hope and his air crew have been 


26 to Nov. 3. 





Beauty Pageant 
Sur prises A. s | 


Vichy, Marseilles Becoming 
Amusement Centers — 


B.O.s Fairly Good Despite 


Limited Operations — 


Spirit of People Low 


PLAYS OPENING 


By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 
Paris, Aug. 27. 
Slowly but surely France’s night- 


life is showing some signs of re- 
vival. Although hardly comparable 


to the traditional gayety and sparkle 
of prewar times, Paris nevertheless 
is showing the way and the upbeat 


jin the past two months is quite no- 


Proves Big B.O. 


ticeable. 
Paris is the pivot upon which the 
country’s night and show life is, 


|centered, but with France divided 





Atlantic City, Sept. 10. 

Much to the surprise of local 
amusement men, this year’s ‘Show-, 
men’s Variety Jubilee’ was an amaz-' 
ing success, drawing a paid-up gate 
of 19,100 spectators on the climactic 
Saturday (7) night when the judges 
picked the new ‘Miss America,’ 
Frances Marie Burke of Philadelphia. | 

For the first time since A. C.’s 
beauty pageants were revived in 
1935, the show was completely di- 
vorced from Frank Gravatt'’s Steel 
Pier and conducted in the $15,000.- 
000 Convention Hall, the biggest hol- 
low in the world. Many competent 
amusement men, long experienced in 
dealing with seashore crowds, had 
predicted privately that this year’s 
pageant would be a flop. Their rea- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Eddie Garr, Billy House 
Virtually Set for ‘Death 
Trail’ Tour With ‘Hellz’ 


Virtually 
Billy House 
roles 
road 


set for Eddie Garr and 
to do the Olsen and 
in the No. 2 ‘Hellz- 
apoppin’ tour under the Shu- 
berts’ aeg 
It’s now 
office 
tres 


is. 

the task of the 
to find auditoriums and thea- 
of sufficiently large capacity, 
since the Garr-House tour will em- 
brace the ‘death trail’ circuit. 
ing away from any sizeable towns 
which are being preserved for the 
Original stars when they take the 
show out next spring. 


Mike Gordon’s Columbia 


Pact ‘4 Léaifi-as- -You- Go’ 


booking 


Michael Gordon of the Group The- 
atre, New York, was signed to a five- 
year term contract last week by Ci 
lumbia. Pact is of the ‘learn-as-you- 


po 


go’ variety, covering Gordon’s pos- 
sible activities as writer, directo 
Dlayer or anything else on the lot 
He flew to the Coast from New York 
on Sunday (8). 

During his five years with the 
Group Gordon has served as play- 
er, director and general trouble- 
shooter Before that time he was 
a director for the Civic Repertory 


of New York. 


JUNKS JUKE 


Todd Switches Billing When Machine 
Mfrs. Squawk 


Theatre 


Automatic Phonograph Manufac- 
turer’s Assn. doesn’t care for the 
term ‘juke box,’ so Dick Todd re- 


cently had to request a change of ad 


billing outside the State-Lake thea- 
tre in Chicago House had him 
labelled ‘King of the Juke Boxes,’ 


which was changed to ‘King of the 

Automatic Record Machines’ aiter a 

chiding note to Todd from the Assn. 
Singer cuts for Bluebird. 


stay- | 


into two political zones, 


their own in the amusement indus- 
try. 

Several variety halls, theatres, 
danceries and bars have reopened 
in Paris. Biz is fairly good consider- 
ing the limited operations. People| 
are slowly returning from the un- 


occupied zones and with the curfew 


extended until 11 p.m. more folk 
are seen about amusing themselves. 
The great number of German offi- 
cers and soldiers are to some deé- 


gree helping along the amusements 
since they have plenty of money to 
spend. Life is cheap for them since 
every mark corresponds to 20 francs. 

The greatest bar to normalcy, 
however, the attitude of the 
French people themselves. Defeat 
has taken much out of them. Gone 
is much of their spirit and lightness. 
It is impossible to forget with an 
army of occupation present, with 
food and drink restrictions 
severer day by day, with the threat 
of air bombing ever present and 
with the prospect of things getting 
worse if their former Allies, the 
British, hold out all winter. 

Yet with all that, Sacha Guitry’s 
‘Pasteur’ was recently preemed at 
the Madeleine. ‘We Are Not Mar- 
ried’ still holding the center of 

(Continued on page 18) 


SAPOLIOED ‘DADDY’ 
SONG OK FOR FILM 


Ho llyw wad, Sept. 10. 

Hays office has consented to allow 
Mary Martin’s ‘My Heart Belongs to 
Daddy’ number, which she _intro- 
duced on the stage in ‘Leave It to 
Me,’ to be used in Paramount’s ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor.’ Purity squad gave 
in when producer-director Mark 
Sandrich submitted a detailed sketch 
showing how the will 
delivered in good taste 

Form-fitting 
signed with thousands 
which the actress 

of orchids 


cape Only th 


is 


Is 


specialty be 


de- 


beads 


has been 
of tan 
wears 


POWr 
OVe! a COV- 
under an ermine 
i the wrap 
‘Daddy 


ition 


e blooms an 


Viil De peeled and the word 


lt be stripped of insinu 


Edeiman’s Trio at 20th; 
First Is “Yankee Doodle’ 


adiond: Sept. 10. 

Lou Edelman, recently assigned to 
an associate producership at 20th- 
Fox, prepping three features for 
early shooting. 

‘Yankee Doodle Goes 
burg’ is the first to go. 
School for Soldiers’ 
a Lady.’ 


is 


to Platts- 

Following are 
and ‘Eadie Was 
Try That On Your Marquee 

Hollywood, Sept. 10 

The Old Lady Who Wanted to See 
Chicago’ is the second feature to be 
made by the newly organized Jupiter 
Films for Monogram release. 

Company's first picture, ‘30 Boys 
and a Girl,’ is now in work, 


Corio Outstrips 


Vichy and, 
Marseilles are becoming centers of. 


, (6) and Saturday. 


getting 


, ago. 


| fore 








Readers Whose 


PIVOTS AROUNG | Paradox of Pix Biz Are $3 Script 
PARIS: UPBEAT 


Judgment May 


Dictate Destiny of a $1,000,000 Prod. 





Gloria Stuart Starred | 
In Play by Husband 


‘Mr. Big,’ by Arthur Sheekman and 
Margaret Shane, has been sold to 
the Shuberts for Broadway. 

Gloria Stuart (Mrs. Sheekman) 
gets one of the top spots and Joshua 
Logan directs. 





Femme Copin Her 
Backstage Room 


Cambridge, Mass., Sew. 10 
Ann Corio, making the speediest 


strawhat return engagement last, 
week that this venerable seat of! 


learning has ever experienced, found | 
/a policewoman sitting in her dress- |} 
ing room during the final three per- | 
formances of ‘White Cargo’ Friday 
Femme cop said | 
she had a complaint about the peel- 
er’s costume, but it obviously wasn’t 
from the Harvard professorial squad 
because the treasurer declared that 
never in his career had he experi- 
enced so many sedate, elderly gentle- 
men demanding: ‘First row please. 
I'm very hard of hearing.’ 

Biz was sellout all week, especially 
after word got around that with only 
one line in the first act, ‘I am Tonde- 

(Continued on page 38) 


Paul Abraham In Cuba 
Awaiting Entry Into U. S.; 
News:of Other — 


Paul Abraham, once prominent 
German composer, in Paris the last 
two years, reported in Havana 
awaiting entry into the U. S. ona 
quota. He tunesmithed ‘Victoria and 
Her Hussars,’ ‘Ball at Savoy’ and 
other Continentally renowned musi- 
cal Pies and pictures. 

Oscar and Clara Strauss, Austrian 
refugees, have evacuated Paris for 
Switzerland. Their son, Walter, is in 
Lisbon awaiting a Clipper for the 
United States. 

Hugo Bryk, ASCAP’s representa- 
tive on the Continent, who had been 


is 


interned in a French concentration 
camp for being technically ‘alien,’ is 
now safe in Berne, Switzerland. He's 
still a very sick man, 

Di Edmond Pauker, New York 
agent for many foreign writers, has 
a writing deal on for Abraham as 
soon as he gets his U. S. quota 


numbe 


Dorothy Lamour Raises 


66 for La. Flood Fund 


10 


mmour 


Sept 
Sarong vhich Dorothy Li 
yned at flood reli 
the 
t $175 
same day 
home-cel 


Orleans, 


ucti f benefit show 


itre here Thursday 
Paramount actress 
for show. Packed 
-brity More 
paid in ex- 
show, pro- 
southwest 
Louisiana flood vi Miss Lamour 
otfered her vervices to Governor 
Sam H. Jones of Louisiana, who 
promptly accepted. Actress planed 
morning for Hollywood 
stepfather and 


at Haenger 
(5) brough 
flew here 
Saw 
3.600 customers 
$6.000 to see 
which went 


house 
than 
cess of 
of 


ceeds to 


ctims 


ou next 
with her mother, 
retary 

It was 
since 


sec- 
her first visit hometown 
acquiring fame seven years 
She was feted by press, civic 
groups and clubs at joimt party be- 
iad after show. 


‘ing $1,009,000 or 


material 


| who do their gandering 


One 
' filra 


ce * ° » 
iS Ge «& Ss. 


of many paradoxes 
indus lry 


of the 
is.pryment of as little 
cios for the opinion of 
an ‘outside reader’ on which may 

on’ the fcte ci a production cost- 
more. There are 
about 35 of these readers employed 
' by eastern story departments of ma- 
jor studios, and more on the Coast, 
to render judgment on which the in- 
dustry relies concerning the great 
bulk of published and unpublished 
turned out throughout the 
world. For their valued opinions, 
the readers’ average earnings in New 
York are $18 to $20 a week. 

In addition to the ‘outside readers,’ 
of novels, 
radio scripts, mag- 
azine stories, etc., at home, there are 
another 20 or so regularly salaried 
eye-men in the story departments in 
New York. Their judgment is even 
more highly appraised and they aver- 
age $40 a week. In addition to read- 
ing a book and writing an ovinion 
on it, the readers must write a two, 
three, or four-page synopsis, some- 
times more. 

On these readers, of course, does 
not devolve the Whole responsibility 
of a studio’s purchase of a $50,000 
novel. That calls for consultation 
of entire production staffs, includ- 
ing producers and studio heads. But 
whether or not these execs ever get 
to the point of considering a book 
may largely depend on a $3 or $5 
opinion For if the reader doesn't 
like a story, the studio’s considera- 
will frequently 20 
that. 

$2 to 


feb originals, 


tion never be- 
yone 
$20 Per Work 

from a low of 


short stories to 


Rates for o.r.s vary 
$2 for originals and 
2 high of $15 to $20 for extremely 
long novels and synopses. Example 
of the latter is ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
which would take a 30-page synopsis 
to cover. And payments of $20 fees 
are just about as rare as a ‘GWTW? 
Average rate-for the average come 
(Continued on page 45) 
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Dave Milgram’s Anti-Trust Suit 
Vs. WB, Philly, May Be Settled 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 

The -suit filed by David Milgram, 
president of the Affiliated Theatres 
chain, against the Stanley-Warner 
company and the major distributors 
seeking $110,000 triple damages for 
an alleged conspiracy to damage sev- 
eral of his houses, may be dropped. 
The case was scheduled to be tried in 
U. S. district court here during the 
week of Sept. 30, but a meeting be- 
tween attorneys of both sides over 
the weekend indicated that a settle- 
ment was in the offing. Morris 
Wolf, attorney for Warners, admitted 
that a ‘basis for settlement’ had al- 
ready been 
vulge no details. 


Anti- Nazi League’s 


reached but would di- | 
He said it would} 


be at least a couple of weeks before | 


the matter would be ironed out. 
Neither Milgram, nor his 
Maurice Stern, would comment. 


counsel, | 


Milgram’s suit is one of a series | 


filed here within the last 
against the Warner outfit and the 


year | 


usual | 


majors. In addition to the 
charges of monopoly, Milgram ac-)| 
cused the distributors of juggling 


the zones in the Germantown and 
Oak Lane areas 
detriment of his theatres, 


and the Walton. 


the Rialto 





Tony Sudekum’s Cos. Deny 
Nashville, Sept. 10. 
The Crescent Amus. Co. and seven 
firms the Government alleges is affil- 
jated with it denied allegations of 


isti ices in violation of | , 
monopolistic practices In viola has not yet paid for these rights in 
| full, 


the anti-trust act and asked dismissal 
of the suit here Friday (6) in U. S. 
district court. 

Denial and request for dismissal 
were contained in the firms’ answers 
to a bill of particulars in which the 
U. S. is plaintiff. Answers were filed 
within two weeks of receipt of the 
Government's bill, although 30 days 


of Philly to the) 


‘to ‘Tabu’ 
'F. W. Murnau, 


|claims he will not make any pay- 


were allowed defendants to answer. | 


Date for hearing of the case has not 
been set, but likely will be placed on 
docket for October term of Federal 
district court. 

Defendants uniting in the answer 
were Crescent, Lyric Amus. Co., Inc., 
Nu-Strand Corp., Cumberland Amus. 
Co., Strand Enterprises, Inc., Rock- 
wood Amus., Inc., Cherokee Amus., 
Inc., Kentucky Amus. Co., and An- 
thony Sudekum, R, E. Baulch and 
Kermit C. Stengel. 

The Government alleges that for 
five years the defendant picture ex- 
hibitors ‘continuously combined with 
each other and with each of the de- 
fendant distributors unreasonably to 
restrain interstate trade commerce in 
motion picture films and to monopo- 
lize and to attempt to monopolize the 
exhibition of motion pictures and the | 
operation of motion picture theatres 
in the Crescent towns and in other 
towns in Tennessee, Alabama, 
tucky, Arkansas and Miss. in viola- 
tion of sections 1 and 2 of the Sher- 
man act.’ The defendant exhibitors 
deny that and other material allega- 
tions of the bill. 

It is also denied that Lyric, Strand, 
Cumberland, Enterprise, Rockwood, 
Cherokee, Kentucky Amus. and Mus- 
cle Shoals Theatres are 
with or controlled by Sudekum, al- 
though the answer admits Sudekum 
owns 50% of the voting stock of some 
of the defendants’ companies. 

Also listed as defendants in 
suit, brought Into court Aug. 11. 
are 11 of the nation’s top motion pic- 
ture diAribs. 


the 


Hollingsworth’s Suit 
Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 
Case of Frank Hollingsworth, Bea- 
frice, Neb., exhib against five of the 
major distribs ana Fox-Midwest 
which charges the defendants joined 
up to put him out of biz, comes off 
here this month (15) in federal 
court. Hollingsworth claims he’s 
triple-damaged $234,000; that he se- 
cured the lease on the Pix in Bea- 
trice when the mi assured him 
he could be serviced with film; and 
after the house was leased, they gave 

him the squeeze. 

Hollingsworth’s Rialto, a second 

runner, does not neers in the case. 


10 


jors 





Flyers Test hw Mike 


San Antonio, Sept. 10. 
New type of microphone is being 





|tarian Anti-Nazi League, which has | 


Ken- | 


| 


affiliated | 


1939, | 


| Manager for Pathe Labs 


tried out here in the shooting of ‘1, 


Wanted Wings’ 

where U. 

wings. 
Gene Merritt, 


at Randolph Field | 


sound technician, 


has worked out a device to concen- | 


trate on the players’ voices while 
tuning down the roar of the planes 
on the nearby Janding field. 


S. Army fiyers earn their | 


| 
| 


‘Korda Among Indie Film 
| Producers Backing Play 


Five indie film producers, 
ing Alexander Korda, 
Morris Helprin and Allen Boretz in 
their initial venture as legit pro- 
'ducers. Pair will put Boretz’s “The 





Hard Way’ on Broadway about mid- 
November, according to present 
plans, to be followed by another 
playg not by Boretz, later in the sea- 
son. Boretz coauthored ‘Room Serv- 
ice.’ 

Helprin, who is taking a leave of 


Polish Up ‘Western Union’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Joe Brown, back from a 
vacation, started prepara- 


Harry 


month's 


absence as Korda’s production as- 
tions yesterday (Mon.) for ‘Western ee ae oa anche to take the 
Union’ at 20th-Fox. Shooting sched- flyer into legit, lined up the film | 


14 different locations. 
Sept. 16, with 


ule calls for 
Starting date is 
Fritz Lang directing, 


coin. It’s one of the few times indie 
prods have been in on Broadway 
plays, the field having been restrict- | 
ed to majors so far as Hollywood 
went in the past. 

Onetime film reviewer for the 
N.Y. Times, Helprin will continue to 
wsupervise exploitation campaign for 
Korda’s forthcoming ‘Thief of Bag- 
dad’ despite his leave. 





Campaign vs. ‘Tabu, 
Former Par Release 





Hard Way’ was tried out “y the | 

— Lakewood Players, Skowhegan, Me., 

Warning not to play a reissue of | during July. Casting has already | 

‘Tabu,’ South Seas picture made in| Started, although no director has 
1931, because rental on it would be | been set. 





aiding Nazi Germany, was sent to | 
exhibs throughout the country Paced 
week by New York headquarters of 
the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League. | 
Picture was originally released by 
Paramount, 

League maintains that with expira- 
tion of Par’s contract in 1936, rights 
reverted to the estate of 
German who made 
the film in association with Robert J. 
Flaherty. Recently, it is said, Her- 
man J. Kleinhans, an indie distrib of 
Oradell, N. J., has acquired the 
American reissue rights. Kleinhans 


Wanger Calls 


Escapist’ Films 
A Passing Phase 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
| Walter Wanger, here for the open- 





but will make further install- 
ments as coin comes in from exhibi- 
tion, the League states. Distrib, who 
is now having new prints made, 


‘ing of his ‘Foreign Correspondent 
'on Friday (8), sounded off his views 
on the question of why people don't 
go to see pictures, 

| ‘With our market cut 


ments to Germany. 
Offers of ‘Tabu’ to more active in- 


die distribs were turned down, it was | in half by 


said, when they learned the facts the war, something has got to be 
about it. Most of the indie film-|done by Hollywood to bring the 
handlers are members of the. Motion | 30,000,000 who never go to pictures 


Picture Committee of the Non-Sec- the theatre,’ said Wanger. 


‘Why don’t these millions go to the 
a covenant banning ‘any pictures for | movies? 
which Germany would be receiving producers who insist upon aiming 
any income whatever.’ League's at the 
committee consists of importers, dis- | over, and 
tribs and exhibs, and has been in- 
strumental in keeping most Nazi pro- 
ductions out of the United States. 
Pix from Italy have also recently 
come under its ban. 
Tabu’ was made by 
Flaherty with 


into 


over and 
of ex- 


same audiences 
partly the fault 


to exploit surefire boxoffice hits to 
more serious productions like ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ and ‘Dr. 


Magic Bullet.’ 
Murnau and | 


native actors during 
: act curing towns seldom see a flesh and blood 


eight-month — = the South show now, but picture exhibitors 
Seas. Reviews at the time panned it dent tole vantage of the fact that | 
as slow. Murnau was killed in an |C0"* ‘ake advanlas : 


they are no longer in competition 
to the stage. They advertise every- 
thing with a clinch. 

‘They're afraid to give more seri- 
ous films a chance, so they lose a 
large part of their potential audi- 
ence. Something has to be done 
and the way to do it is for the pro- 


auto crash in California shortly after 
making the picture. 


Laemmle, Jr., Heads 
East for B’way 0. 0. 








ducers and exhibitors to work to- 
Carl Laemmle. Jr., is due east Sept gether more closely and_ intelli- 
« *< . @ °¢ ¢ as Se 
‘ “i ontly.’ 

23 for an extended 0.0. of the Broad- | 8©&""'Y: - , ; 
way sihekinis ~~ Wanger said he believed the pres- 
c . ic K ; 

. . . t w ‘escapis ‘tures,’ like 
Ex-production head of Universal | ©" ae . esc 2 cll eatin aPoirsa 
. . > Te m wes 2eElS was < yass- 

has been inactive more or less, al-| the editing of newsreels, was a P 


Another serious mistake, 
of too many 


ing phase. 
he said, was the making 
pictures. 
he believes, 


though intently reading scripts with 
an eye to resuming film-making. His 
‘Dr. Clitterhouse,’ for which he paid 


$30,000, was never made by him, ie besetting the industry 
° c ] : ° 
|Laemmle selling the property to 7 : t vt a good enough, runs 
arner “os. at a $25.000 pr pictures are } ough, : 
ee ae ane eee can be extended, avoiding the 





|necessity of hit-or-miss films to fill 


Nick Tronelone New Sales in the gaps,’ he said. 


Buddy Rogers pare 


Nick Tronelone, with Pathe Lab- 
oratories, Inc., for the last four years, | 


has been named general sales man- | 

ager to fill the vacancy caused by | Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
resignation of Dan Frankel. Willian Buddy Rogers is coming back to 
Baer, Tronelone’s assistant, becomes | pictures after an absence of years 
manager of Pathe’s New York labor- | drawing the romantic lead in ‘Golden 
atory. Hoofs,’ 20th-Fox picture starring 


Tronelone, prior to joining Pathe 
had been in the sales department of 
Consolidated Film Industries for 12 
years, 


Jane Withers. 

Rogers has washed up 
tra and will live permanently 
Hollywood. 


his orches- 
in 





includ- 
are backing 


It’s partly the fault of the | 


hibitors and distributors who prefer | 


Ehrlich’s | 


Fewer and better films is, | 
the solution to many of | 


Returning Showfolk, Scribes Stress 





Ann Miller in Hossy Set 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Ann Miller, currently doing a fea- 
tured spot in Republic’s ‘Hit Parade 
of 1941," hops on a horse to ride with 
Gene Autry in ‘Melody Ranch.’ 
Picture is one of the studio's spe- 
cials, with an elevated budget. 


ED 


Kate Smith’s Radio 
| Tieups For ‘Rockne’ 
| And ‘Brigham Young’ 


In iiaitinlaes with the preem of 
‘Knute Rockne — All American,’ 
|whiech Warners will hold in South 
Bend, Ind., Oct. 4 on the eve of the 
opening of the Notre Dame football 
season, Kate Smith will broadcast 
her program from there that night, 
doing excerpts from the picture and 
using the principal players. She will 
j also kick off the football to start the 
| game next day. ° 
Appearing on the program will be 
Pat O’Brien, who plavs the title 
| part; Donald Crisp, Gale Page and 
the Notre Dame glee club and band. 
Crisp and Miss Page have featured 
roles in the pix. After the broad- 
cast the picture will be preemed si- 
,multaneously at several South Bend 
‘theatres. Broadcast will be the first 
time the program has been taken 





,| out of New York for a film ballyhoo, 


for other than a 20th Century-Fox 
picture. 

| For the show's first broadcast of 
the season, to take place Sept. 
Miss Smith will do excerpts 
20th’s ‘Brigham Young,’ with Tyrone 
Power, Dean Jagger, Mary Astor and 
Linda Darnell coming to New York 
to guest on the program. All are in 
the film. Show for the following 
week, Sept. 27, hasn't been set. Ted 
Collins was in New York for two 
days last week to arrange for the 
two programs, then returned to Lake 
Placid, where he and Miss Smith are 
remoting their noon commentator 
series for Grape-Nuts. They will re- 
turn to New York the beginning of 
next week. 


Jimmy Walker’s $20,000 
A Year Clothing Post 


Appointment of former Mayor 
James J. Walker to the post of im- 
|partial chairman of the women’s 
cloak industry, a voluntary associa- 
tion of 35,000 employees and 2,000 
employers, has prompted numerous 
messages of congratulation to Walker 





‘Cities that were once big theatre | 


from show people, with whom he 
always has been a favorite. New job 
pays $20,000 yearly. 

He succeeds Sol A. Rosenblatt in 


the chairman post. Latter was ap- 
pointed general counsel for the Na- 
tional Democratic Committee. 

There have been repeated reports 
in film circles that Walker was the 
choice of some of the exhibitor fac- 
tions to act as one of three members 
|of the appeals board which is being 
established for the arbitraiton of dis- 
putes under the new consent decree. 
Reason that his name was brought 
forward was because of his service to 
exhibitors as counsel of their na- 
tional organization in the early 1920s 
before he was elected Mayor of New 
York for the first time 

There are no ends of show busines: 
with which Walker is un 
since his return from 
eral years ago, where he went to 
regain his health, he has resumed al] 
his former connections and associa- 
tions among showmen.. Until recent- 
ly he emceed the WHN-Loew’s 


familiar. a 
England sev- 


ama- 

















20, | 
from | 
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Nazi Infiltration Into So. America 


a 





So-called ‘Nazi infiltration’ inia 
South America is being repeated too 
frequently by returning showfolk 
from Brazil and Argentine noi to 
have more than casual foundation in 
fact. Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.. one 
of Variery’s roving reporters, be- 
sides his regular Liberty magazine 
staff work, just returned from the 
Latin belt with vivid details of how 
German business men have _in- 
fluenced and dominated the cultural 
and educational aspects as well. 

German films, given away gratis, 
or for next-to-nothing, are further 
making inroads into the S.A. mar- 
ket, so far as American pictures are 
concerned, 

This is the winter-going-into-the- 
spring season below the Equator, and 
acts who have completed bookings 
in Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires, 
notably in the Brazilian capital, 
bring back to the States many de- 
tails of how the Nazi domination is 
manifest, 





Kaltenborn’s Expose 

H. V. Kaltenborn, in an evening 
NBC broadcast, explained how the 
Nazis are forcing American newsreel 
companies to send German propa- 
ganda ‘as it is and without change’ 
to South American countries. He de- 
clared that ‘by the simple device of 
playing one American company off 
against the other, Hitler gets what 
he wants and South Americans get 
Hitler's propaganda as he wants.’ 
Kaltenborn said the Nazis ‘order’ 
American newsreel concerns to ship 
German propaganda shots to South 
America with the commentary un- 
touched on the threat that if they do 
not follow instructions they will be 
deprived of pictures and sequences 
from Germany. Even where a trans- 


lation is made into Spanish or 
Portuguese, the ‘message’ musi be 
left untouched, 

Kaltenborn continued that since 


the newsreel is ‘a competitive busi- 
ness, no single company apparently 
feels strong enough to defy Hitler 
alone.” Thus, by an application of 
the old Roman rule of ‘divide and 
conquer,’ Hitler and the Nazis are 
making American newsreel com- 
panies a medium for propagandizing 
in South America. 

NBC miker (who rather  fre- 
quently anaiyzes and discloses Ger- 
man propaganda directed toward 
America via radio, etc.) on a pre- 
vious broadcast detailed the German 
embassy vs. Louis de Rochemont and 


March of Time tilt about the cone 
clusion of portions of a German- 
made military *picture to which 


Kaltenborn and Major George Field- 
ing Eliot had added a commeniary. 


Wyler May Also Figure 
In WB-Goldwyn Swap 


William Wyler has been in 
stant touch with Sam Goldwyn 
ing the director’s sojourn east, 
dling with Lillian Hellman on ‘Liitle 
Foxes,’ which Wyler will direct. 
Bette Davis was borrowed from War- 
Bros. for the Bankhead role, on 
a swap whereby WB got Gary Cooper 


con- 
dur- 
hud- 


ner 


and Walter Brennan for ‘Sgt. York.’ 
Incidentally, WB now wants to bor- 
row Wyler as well to direct it, and 


he may do so, as ‘Foxes’ can’t go into 
work until the Bankhead play ends 


iis tour. It reopened in Princeton on 
Monday (9). 
Wyler will probably return to the 


Coast the end of this week 


CORWIN 100% R RKO 


Buy Up His Fleischer Cartoon Com- 
mitment 


Hollywood, 10 


Corwin’s commitment te 


Sept. 
Norman 


teur hour. His intimacies go "way direct the dialog for a Max Fleischer 

— back ot pre-war and pre-political cartoon has been bought up and he 

e days, when he was a songwrite: will continue his writing stint at 

er ews er alning 0 iC ures and a good one. He is a member of | RKO through Sept. 28. RKO again 

ASCAP. offered him a seven-year writer- 

eae 7 ES wae director-producer contract similar to 
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Doubt Intervention Aspect 


Oe 





Film industry jurists are regarding the intention of exhibitor groups 
to attempt legal interference with the acceptance by Judge Henry W. 
Goddard, in N. Y. federal court, of the terms of the consent decree, 
ending the film anti-trust suit, with slight enthusiasm for the success 


of their efforts. 


It is extremely rare, they say, when a Federal court 


acta favorably on any petition for intervention. 

Present administration of the Department of Justice, and particu- 
Jarly the anti-trust division, under Thurman Arnold, has vigorously 
opposed any intervention suits. Such opposition does not necessarily 
sway the court’s consideration, but when two parties to litigation have 
agreed upon a course of future action, the outsiders’ viewpoint is not 
seriously considered, at least until after a trial period. 

U. S. Supreme Court dismissed petition by California Cooperative 
Canneries asking modification of the anti-trust decree in the Chicago 


packers’ case. 


Ground for pleading was that terms of decree brought 


about cancellation of substantial order for merchandise. 

Several manufacturing interests in the radio equipment field sought 
modification of the consent decree reached in the anti-trust suit against 
the larger radio companies, but the application was denied. 

There is pending before the U. S. Supreme Court currently, with 
likely decision early this fall, an intervention motion in the Columbia 


a & Electric anti-trust case. 


Action was brought by the Missourt!- 


ansas Pipe Line, not a party to the anti-trust litigation. 

Some legal advisers of exhibitor interests have suggested a petition 
to Judge Goddard containing several thousand names of theatre oper- 
ators who object to the five-picture group plan of selling and request a 
gales plan which will include liberal cancellation. 

Ia his remarks to exhibitor groups that he invited to Washington 
last week to express their ideas on the consent decree, Arnold said that 
he would encourage them also to inform Judge Goddard of their ob- 
jections, if any. He said also that the Department of Justice reserved, 
of course, the right to object to the objections. 


Pa, Censor Head States ‘They're 


Running Wild on Coast Right Now 





Philadelphia, Sept. 10, 
Mrs. Fdna Carroll, chairman of the 


Pennsylvania Board of Motion Pic- | 
| 


ure Censors, last week declared that 
istreoed had let down the 

@nd was 
ae by film companies and the 

Yili Hays organization. 

‘I don’t know whether the break- 
down of restraint by the film people 
ig due to the war or not,’ Mrs Carroll 

id, ‘but it is increasingly apparent 
that this is the case.’ 

Although she would not name any 
specific pictures which contained 
‘offensive scenes,’ she said the censor 
board was obliged to delete more 
footage in recent months than ever 
before. She explained that it was 


against the policy of the censors to | 


single 
public 

At one time, she said, the Hays’ 
organization 
oomparatively simple. 
dustry policing itself, it required 
very little snipping by the board 
to pass American-made product. 


out any film company for 


With the in- 


‘But they’re running wild on the} 


Coast right now,’ she declared. 

The additional burdens of the 
gensors have been offset a bit by the 
#lackening of foreign films because 
of the war, she said. European pix, 
which don’t get the Hays’ office 


treatment, were the chief headaches | 


of the local pic-ganderers. 

The present Pennsy censors have 
been extremely 
appointment a little more than a 
year ago. Their snipping record 
has been much lower than previous 
boards. However the first indication 
that they were having troubles came 
late last spring when Paramount's 
‘Typhoon’ was held up for several 
weeks before it was okayed. Chief 
objection was a scene of Dorothy 
Lamou bathing sans sarong. 

Detroit May OK ‘Cargo’ 
Detroit, Sept. 10 
There is evidence that, with lusty 


slashing, ‘Strange Cargo’ may finally | 


et by the police censors here, but 


here is no hope for ‘Primrose Path.’ | 


It was the banning of this pair of 
ictures last March by the police on 
he grounds they both were ‘im- 


moral and indecent’ which brought | 


On a national uproar. Recently it 
had seemed that maybe the police 
here were becoming more tolerant 
Since they refused a chance to in- 
Crease their censorship powers. 
This was provided when women’s 
Organizations asked the City Council 
to give the police more powers in 
kicking out pictures which seemed 
to be war-mongering or subversive. 
The police department itself turned 
(Continued on page 18) 
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bars | 


! 


inserting scenes hitherto | 





censure, 


° | 
made the censors’ job, 


liberal since their} 


iis now 
| atre 





Lay Off Sol 


Hollywood, Sept. 10, 
‘Don’t monkey with California 
sunshine’ is the slogan of studio 
publicity directors, who have ap- 
pointed Frank Seltzer a commit- 
tee of one to work with West 
Coast theatre operators against 
the proposed daylight savings 
bill. 
Seltzer is chief of Hal Roach’s 
flack department. 











SEE BATTLE ON 


PASTOR HALL 
BAN IN CH 


o ——- 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
‘Pastor Hall,” foreign-made flicker 
being distributed in this country by 
James Roosevelt, has been banned 
by the Chicago police censorship 
board. Picture. which is based on 
life of Rev. Martin Miemoeller, who 
was imprisoned in Germany for 
challenging the Nazi government, 
was refused a permit because it 
would ‘wield undesirable influence’ 

as result of its controversial nature. 
Battle over this ban looms, with 
patriotie societies indicating that 
they will get into the situation to ob- 
tain an okay for the flicker. These 
societies have made particular issue 
ver the .act that the German prop- 
picture, ‘Blitzkreig in Po- 


aganda 


| land,’ was passed by the censors and | 
showing in a northside the- | 


in the German district of town 





Piracy Suit Squared 


Los Angeles, Sept. 10 

Plagiarism suit for $75,000 against 
Metro was settled by an out-of-court 
agreement with Frank Floyd and 
George King, authors. 

Action was based on ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ in which the studio used the 
title, but little of the original ma- 
terial, 





PUNCH AWAY, SLAPSY 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
‘Sockaroo.” a pugilistic two-reeler 
is Maxie Rosenbloom’s next starrer 
at Warners. 
Picture starts Sept. 
Reeves Eason directing. 


16, with B. 


NEW SEASON'S 
SALES ANGLES 


Extended First Runs At 
Slightly Advanced Prices, 
Create Demands for 
Longer Clearances — On 
the Other Hand, Subse- 


quents Ask Concessions 








PIX PILING UP 





Home office sales departments of 
the major distributors are confronted 
with new angles of the clearance 
problem in connection with closing 
of contracts for the new season’s 
product. Extended first runs of the 
better films at slightly advanced ad- 
mission prices are bringing demands 
from the key houses for longer clear- 
ances over subsequent bookings. On 
the other hand, the second runs are 
asking for rental concessions and a 
speeding up of release dates in order 
to take up the slack occasioned by 
holdovers. 

With arbitration of clearances, as 
provided under the consent decree 
which will soon wind up the govern- 
ment’s anti-trust suit against major 
film companies, postponed until the 
selling season of 1941-42, buyers for 
some of the larger independent the- 
atre circuits are driving for the 
most favorable terms of clearance 
possible. Their argument is that 
with longer protections over subse- 
quent runs they can lift boxoffice 
prices on the outstanding films and 
consequently pay higher film rentals 
on percentage engagements. Where 
such protections are in excess of pre- 
vailing allowances, the advantages 
cannot be upset by arbitration until 
next year, 


extended engagements in first-run 





| business 
| dice’ 


| to take care of the heavy production 


Town’ (M-G) continues to ring up 
figures which place its boxoffice gross 
above last season's big winner ‘Re- 
becca’ (Selznick-UA). Latter slid in 
and out of several important key 
spots early in its release without reg- 
istering as heavily as it did later on, 
following the tremendous success of 
the Radio City Music Hall first-run 





| overs, 


engagement which extended six 
weeks, 
Congested Situations 
Although first-run bookings in 
New York, Chicago and Los An- 


geles are congested because of hold- 
distributing heads are re- 
solved not to be caught off guard 
by any general release of smash hits 
before the films are properly ad- 
vertised and exhibitors generally ad- 
vised of their potentialities. Metro 
is cashing in on the four-week big 
which ‘Pride and Preju- 
registered at the Music Hall. 
It is no secret that the big biz done 
(Continued on page 18) 


STAGGER PROD. 
ON 10 AT RKO 





10. 


staggering work on its sets 


Hollywood, Sept 
RKO is 


schedule for fall atd winter release. 


Some of the shooting is being done | 


at the RKO-Pathe plant in Culver 
City. 
At work are six high-budget_pic- 


tures and four more scheduled to | 
start this month. Before the cam- 
eras are ‘Kitty Foyle,’ ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith,’ ‘Citizen Kane,’ ‘Little Man,’ 
‘No, No, Nanette’ and ‘You'll Find 
Out.’ Slated to start soon are ‘Three 


Girls and a Gob,’ ‘Mr. Pinkie,’ 
vina Swings It’ and ‘Debutante, Inc.’ 

Harold Lloyd Lucille Ball 
for the femme lead in ‘Three Girls 


and a Gob.” Richard Wallace di- 


‘Mel- 


\ y a6 
signed 


j rectls 
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Five-Picture Group 





3 Years’ Grace 





Washington, Sept. 10. 


Latest draft of the consent de- 
cree terms, now being considered 
finally by the Department of Jus- 
tice and which will terminate 
the film anti-trust case, contains 
the clause permitting the Gov- 


ernment to reopen the case 
within three years. Paragraph 
now reads: 


‘It is understood that the pro- 
posals set forth above shall be 
given a three-year trial. Dur- 
ing such three-year period the 
Government will not seek to ob- 
tain the divorcement of exhibi- 
tion from production and dis- 
tribution. At the end of the 
three-year trial period the Gov- 
ernment shall be free to apply 
to the Court for divorcement if 
it deems such divorcement nee 
cessary to restore competitive 
conditions in the industry.’ 


NAZIS ABANDON 
BEEF ON MOT. 
‘RAMPARTS’ 











In immediate prospect are a num- | tor, 
ber of films which give promise of | 


German government has apparent- 
ly lost its first American battle of 
the war. March of Time is the vic- 
Nazis, it appears, are giving 
| Up their fight to prevent footage 


houses during the fall months. ‘Boom | from UFA’s ‘Baptism of Fire’ be- 


| 


ing included in MOT’s initial feature 
release, ‘Ramparts We Watch.’ 





| been given by the German’s attor- 
|neys that they are walking out on 
the fight, more than a week has 
| passed since they threatened to take 
| it to court and no suit has yet been 
| filed nor has there been a followup 
on the intimidation of exhibs which 
MOT charged. 





ducer’s revelation that ‘Baptism’ was 
| never copyrighted in this country. 

| Had ‘Baptism’ been copyrighted, 
| 


according to MOT’s attorneys, it 
would have been protected by Amer- 


ican law, despite the fact that it was | 


turned over to MOT by the British 
| government after having been re- 
| moved as contraband from an Amer- 
| ican Clipper at Bermuda. As it is, 
‘Ramparts’ is now playing in numer- 
ous spots without interference. 


Another indication of the end of | 
Nazi fight here came last week when | 


Baron Ulrich von Gienanth, second 
secretary of the Germany Embassy, 
called MOT’s Washington rep in to 





inform him 
| ment is dropping its interest in the 


| ture industry, 


that the Nazi govern- 


matter and it is now purely a con-| 
troversy between UFA and MOT, 
What has the Germans burned up | 


¥ 


| about the whole affair is not use of | 
the film without payment, but the 
fact that MOT’ commentary has 
completely Vitched it from Nazi to 


anti-Nazi propaganda 


Goldwyn’s Charity Encore 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 


Samucl Goldwyn’s committee, 
which handled the Red Cross drive 
as representative of the motion piec- 


is continuing in its ef- 
forts for the forthcoming Community 
Chest drive. 


Y. Frank Freeman, president of 
the Producers Association an- 
nounced that the same.committee 


would carry on. 
a meeting 


Goldwyn is calling 


of the 28 members this 


Selling Plan, 


In Proposed U.S. Consent Decree, 
Will Stand Despite 


Exhib Beefs 


Washington, Sept. 10. 

The five-picture group selling plan, 
which is the Government's proposed 
cure for the ills of blockbooking of 
motion pictures, will remain in the 
consent decree which is being 
whipped into final shape for ear] 
presentation to Judge Henry W. 
Goddard, in the N. Y. federal court. 
With the court’s approval the decree 
will become effective immediately 
for a period of three years. The 
Department of Justice has reserved 
the right to reopen the case after 
three years and seek to obtain di- 
vorcement of exhibition from distri- 
bution and production, if divorce 
ment seems necessary to restore coms 
petitive conditions in the industry. 

Decision to retain the five-picture 
group plan will be a disappointment 
to many exhibitors who have pe- 
titioned the Government within the 
past two weeks pleading for substi- 
tution of a liberal cancellation pro- 
vision in place of the much disputed 
clause No. 3, which is being vigor- 
ously attacked. Officially, Thurman 
W. Arnold, head of the anti-trust 
division of the Justice Department, 
has not indicated his decision, or his 
recommendation to Attorney General 
Jackson, as to retention of the group 
proposal. The opinion prevails here 
that the consent decree, as approved 
on Aug. 3, last, and subsequently 
amended to include the revised ‘es- 
cape’ clause, and the three-year die 
vorcement exemption, will be sub- 
mitted to the court without modifica- 
tion of any of the contentious 
provisions. 

Arnold has stated he will not op- 
pose the appearance of exhibitor proe 
testants before Judge Goddard when 
the decree is presented to the court 
for approval. Either he, or one of 
his assistants, will be on hand to 
argue against any revisions or 








Although no definite indication has | 


Decisive point, no | 


S } j = 
doubt, has been the American pro tes 


DISTRIBS ‘GETTING 








| 


| 


from the Coast in time fi 
| quarterly meeting of the MPPDA 


changes, but the final determination 
of the decree controversy will be left 
for Judge Goddard to decide. 

Head trust-buster is reported to 
have declared to exhibitors that the 
anti-trust division positively will not 
reopen negotiations for changes in 


| the consent decree with the five de- 
| fendant film companies which have 


signified their acceptance of the 
terms. He has indicated three 
courses of action remain for him to 
He said he can reject the de- 
cree as it stands; resume trial of the 


| suit; or ask the Court for dismissal 


of the action. 

Although exhibitor opposition is 
growing, judging from the letters of 
protest which continue to pour into 


| the Department following last week’s 
| meeting with exhibitor leaders, the 


objeetions are said to be unsound, or 
a misinterpretation of the intent of 
the clause regulating the five-picture 
selling plan. 
It is the unanimous plaint of the 
objectors that a liberal cancellation 
(Continued on page 16) 





HUNK’ ON SEC’Y ICKES 


Hollywood, Sept 


10. 

Distributors are remaining ‘out’ to 
Department of Interior's four-reeler, 
‘Hydro,’ propaganda film for Gov- 
;}ernment dams and power plants for 
| which Secretary Ickes is seeking 
major release. 

Picture-makers haven't forgotten 
the bite Ickes put on studios for 


using national parks as location sites, 





Hays Back to N. Y. 
Will Hays due in New York 
or the third 


is 


| directors, which Originally was 
scheduled for today (Wednesday) 
Because of the absence of several 
directors from Ne York, this di- 
rector’s meeting probably wiil be 
postponed until some time next 


j week to lay plans for the new work. } week. 
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Blue-Nosers Give Up Anti-Sunday 
Pix Battle in Philly: Not Elsewhere 





Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 

Rev. William B. Forney, general 
secretary of the Lord’s Day Alliance, 
militant Pennsylvania blue-nose out- 
fit, has given up hope of voting out 
Sunday films in Philadelphia during 
this coming election. Dr. Forney 
announced last Friday (6) that he 
was dropping his plans to place the 
Sunday picture referendum on the 


Philly ballots ‘at least until 1941.’ | 


He said that his organization was 
ready to file petitions for the refer- 
endum but decided that this was not 
an opportune time. 

‘After thorough investigation and 
much consideration of the political 


situation and other important issues | 


in the public mind today, we have 
reached the conclusion it is not wise 
to put the referendum on the ballot 
in Philadelphia until 1941,’ he said. 

The war and the hot political cam- 
paign has buried Dr. Forney’s anti- 
Sunday film fight as far as news- 


paper and radio publicity is con- 
cerned. 
However this question will be 


voted upon in eight nearby com- 
munities in which Sunday pix are 
now banned. They are Norristown, 
Jenkintown, Abington Township, 
Ambler, Conshohocken, Narberth, 
Pennsburg and East Greenville. Un- 
der the law, Sunday pictures 
Pennsylvania are permitted only in 
communities where the voters de- 
clare in favor of them in a referen- 
dum. Such votes cannot be taken 
more than once in every five years. 
The first such referendums were 
held in 1935 when the State-wide 
Blue Laws against pictures were re- 
pealed. 








‘M-G FOR 106 ON REMAKE 


A suit by Kurt Pilzer, as assignee 
of a Vienna motion picture produc- 
ition company called Walter Reisch 
Filmgesellschaft, against Loew’s, Inc., 
for $10,000 damages, claiming breach 
of contract, was revealed yesterday 
| (Tues). in N. Y. supreme court when 
| the plaintiff sought a preference date 
‘of Sept. 23 for trial. 

| It is alleged that Metro purchased 
the rights to a remake of ‘Silhouet- 
ten,’ film produced by the plaintiff 
corporation, and agreed to pay $10,- 
000 for it. After a print was deliv- 


‘VIENNA FILM CO, SUES 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

Warners renewed Lucia Carroll's 
player ticket. 

20th-Fox exercised ite option on 
Mary Beth Hughes. 

Charles Hoffman writing 
deal at Metro. 

Frank Wilcox renewed at Warners. 


Near Race Riot When 
Ofay Displaces Negro 
Theatre Manager in S.C. 


inked 








Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 10. 
A near race riot ensued Monday 
night (9) when more than 1,000 
| Negroes ganged the Negro theatre at 
| Elizabeth City, N. C.. protesting re- 
\placement of the Negro manager 
with a white man. Coast Guards- 





ered Metro changed its mind, and|,.5 F. R. Reggio, one of first 25 of- 


refused to consummate the deal. 
'A. Walter Socolow represents the 
' plaintiff. 
| 


US 30-WEEK NET 





AT $2,161,804 


in | 





Universal consolidated net earn- 
‘ings totaled $2,161,804 for the 39 
| weeks ended July 27 last, according 
to the company statement issued 
jyesterday (Tuesday). This compares 
| with $989,995 for the corresponding 
/39 weeks ending July 29, 1939. U 
had a net loss of $773,247 in com- 
parable period two years ago. 

After making 


provision for re- 


ficers called to patrol area, was at- 
'tacked in his car and_ injured. 
| Squad police, firemen, highway pa- 
'trolmen then answered call, report- 
jing they were pelted with rocks on 
| reaching scene. 

| Mayor Jerome Flora, called to riot, 
asked Negroes to leave and send him 
|a grievance committee. All but 500 
| scrammed, cops said, and these began 
throwing rocks again. Hand gre- 
ijnades and sub-machine guns were 
brought up and mob dispersed. Sev- 
eral arrests were made. 


TALK-A-VISION PLANS 
EARLY JUKEBOX PROD. 


Talk-a-Vision expects to go into 
| jukebox pix production in about a 
| week, most likely at West Coast 











10,000 > week 390,000 
serve of § per week oe 9 Sound studios on West 57th street, 





CACTUS PIX AIMED 
FOR SO. AMERICA 


Hollywood, Sept. 10 

Backed by New York capital, In- 
spiration Productions has been 
formed to make six ‘Cactus Cavaliers’ 
action pictures aimed at the South 
American market. Duncan Renaldo, 
Bob Livingston and Raymond Hat- 
ton, formerly the ‘Three Mesqui- 
teers’ at Republic, will be featured. 

Pictures are to be budgeted at 





being negotiated. Two of the films 
would be made at Rio and Buenos 
Aires. 


CHAPLIN IN 3 
BWAY HOUSES? 








With Charles Chaplin’s “The Great 
Dictator’ all completed and set for 
release within a few weeks, United 
Artists is still seeking a house for the 
national preem, which will be in 
New York. Latest deal to be laid be- 
fore UA is by Brandt Bros., who are 
offering a three-ply day-and-date 
showing on Broadway. They will 
| make available the Globe and Cen- 





' tral, which they control, and the Ri- | 


alto, of which they own a small piece, 
'for a 24-hour grind policy at $1.10 


around $200,000, with major release | 


NW Allied Claims Selling Stalled 
But Exchanges Hold Otherwise 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

Counterclaims regarding film buy, 
ing continue to pour out of the of 
| posing camps here. While branc 
managers insist that sales are run, 
ning ewen with those of last year u 
to this time, Fred Strom, Northwe 
Allied secretary, contends that ‘r 
liable information’ furnished to hi 
office by individual members in re. 
sponse to a questionnaire shows that 
‘at least 85% of the territory's ine 
dependents are following the ors 
ganization’s instructions to refrain 
from entering into any 1940-41 film 
contracts until such a time as the 
‘distributors listen to reason and 
' lower their terms.’ The theatre owns 
ers are turning their backs on thé 
salesmen, says Strom. 


It is known, however, that the 
| Frank-Woempner chain, one of the 
territory's largest and most success+ 
| ful independent circuits, comprising 
approximately 15 theatres, including 
more than a half-dozen in the Twig 
Cities, has made a deal for Metrg 
after being without that product th 
past year. W. M. Frank, head 

the circuit, a former Northwest Al- 
| lied president, and one of its most 
prominent members, admitted at g 
recent meeting of the body that # 
‘hurt’ not to have M-G in 1939-40. 


Strom says that the vast majority 
‘of the independents have enough pics 
| tures to carry them along for seva 

eral months without doing any buys 
|ing. A mass protest closing of all 
| theatres also has been threatened for 
| this month. 

| Three major company heads even 





| 
} 
} 
} 


/Say that ‘selling exceeds expecta- 
tions,’ the local head of one com- 





itt’ — | : ; - “% 

* Pittsburch, Sept. 10. beccgg tivalhs opened ty Bay IN. Y. Talk-a-Vision is the company top at all times. Harry Brandt es- 

Circuit heads, exhibs and distribs | 39 weeks amounted to $1,771,804. De- | beaded by John E. Otterson, former | timates the total take possible under 

in Western Pennsylvania hard at ductions for Federal income taxes | Electrical Research Products presi-| such a setup would be $125,000 a 
work these days trying to swing! are not included in any of the fig-| dent, with Yermi Stern as executive week. 


| pany asserting that ‘sales of the last 
three weeks were among the most 
active in the branch’s history.’ 


‘Dee alps RL dR wt ae 





Sunday film referendum in their 
favor in flock of communities where 
it was voted down in 1935. State 


|ures for this year. 
| Third quarter earnings, 


| for the C. W. Bunn, formerly general sales 
| nine-month period ended 


July 27,| Manager for ERPI, also has joined 


vice-president. | Hollywood theatre, owned by War- 


ner Bros., is also being talked as a 
| possibility for ‘Dictator.’ It is now 


Rep Pix Into WB Coast Houses 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
All the Republic pictures on the 


law says vote can be taken on seven- | amounted to $780,802 before Federal | Talk-a-Vision, presently heading the | empty and available. Also mentioned | 1940-41 program are consigned fog 
day week only every five years and| income taxes and special amortiza- i service division and sales. | has been the Astor, where ‘Gone | showing in the Warners West Coast 
at least 25 towns and boroughs in/|tion reserve. This compares with First batch of 25 Phenovision ma- | With the Wind’ has been playing|theatres, under a deal closed by ¢ 


this district will ballot on it in No- 
vember. 


$250,417, similarly computed, for the | Chines is set to arrive in New York | 


'third quarter last year and a net loss | this week. Nickel-in-the-slot film 


since last December, although Metro 
lis understood to have another pic- 


James R. Grainger and Francis 
Bateman for Rep, and Lou Helper 


In and around Pittsburgh proper, | of $184.964 for the third quarter two | boxes, being put out by the Frank | ture in mind to replace ‘Wind.’ The} and Port Major, representing War- 
Natrona Heights, Beaver Falls, But-| years ago. Orsatti-Sam Sax setup, will be sent) Rivoli also wants the film. ners. i 
ler, Crafton, Derry, New Castle, In- | J. Cheever Cowdin officially re- | to franchise-holders throughout the | Chicago will be scene of the sec- Sales deal had been on the fre 2 
diana, Wilkinsburg and Portage will| vealed in connection with the state- | country to enable them to take ond showing of ‘Dictator,’ after for the 


either approve referendum or shelve 
it again until 1945 while in the 
district, Altoona, Leechburg, Brack- 


/ment that the special amortization | Orders from operators who will put 
them in locations, 


| reserve, established in the first quar- | 
ter at $5,000 weekly, subsequently | No film has been made for the ma- 


which it will go into general release. | 


Program was worked out in Holly- 
wood last week in confab with Chap- 


last three weeks. 


20th-Fox All Set in Det, 
Detroit, Sept. 19. 


enridge, Ebensburg, Hollidaysburg, | increased to $8,000, had been further | chines as yet and plans on this score | lin, Alf Reeves, his g.m.; Murray All major contracts for the season 

Lock Haven, Latrobe, Blairsville,| increased to $10,000 per week, retro- | are still pretty indefinite, according | Silverstone, UA chief, and Harry have bonm lined her te 20%h 
Rochester and Homer City have ob-/| active to the start of Universal's fis- | to Sax. Decision is yet to be made | Gold and Jack Schlaifer, UA sales- Century-Tee nen +" . 
tained enough petitions to have the | cal year. |between using former Paramount | managers. ols Coens Dark te Hew |: aster Sturm, i : ime 0° 

issue placed on the ballot. The monthly meeting of Universal | studios in Astoria, L. IL, and Fox- | York Monday (9) to attempt to set- rea ‘ell gee Phar ~ ape tied spell 

sgaambanii | directors, originally slated for last | Movietone layout in Manhattan. Or- | tle the house question, while Schlai- Or seiting activites. in Detroit, ss 

Rensselaer’s Move | week, will be held tomorrow |satti is on the Coast lining up tal- | fer took the same problem to Chi- po ie lh rg beg welt hoy a 
Rensselaer, N. Y., Sept. 10. | (Thursday). It was delayed because | ent and talking with possible fran- | Cago. Silverstone is due in the end #'f signed. with the Fox taking the 

Revival of the movement to lift|0f the absence of Cowdin, Nate | chise-holders for western territories. of the week. A’ pictures and the Adams getting 


the ban on Sunday pix in Rensselaer, 
believed to be the only upstate city 
with such a prohibition, has been 


} Visionola, new firm for the pro- 
| duction of slot machine films and ex- 
hibitor equipment, has been formed 


| Blumberg and C. D. Prutzman. 
| Cowdin estimated Universal earn- 
ings for the fiscal year ending next 


Chaplin's first talker, which cost 
$2,200,000, took two years to produce 
‘and runs two hours and 25 minutes, 


the holdovers and other product. 
Among the others on the list are 
Co-operative, Butterfield and the 


undertaken. This time with the sup-, October at $2,025,000 when he ap-|by George Orth. Outfit plans pro- | }§ figured good for at least 20 weeks | Schulte circuit. 

port of Mayor Marshall Rose. ‘A | peared before senate committee in| duction in the east and is signing |! a $2 house, or a minimum of six ‘geno 

year ago, William T. Wright. then Washington. This estimate probably | acts and bands weeks on a grind policy in any house Rep’s New England Deal 
Republican chief executive, vetoed included year-end writeoffs and full a n New York. In Los Angeles it is 


an ordinance of the kind, after the 


deduction of $10,000 per week for More Jukebox Pix Prod. 


probable that the show will go into 


Republic has closed with Maine & 


New Hampshire Theatres for ite 


Common Council passed it. Wright, the special amortization fund, since Hollywood, Sept. 10. the Carthay Circle for its California | 1949.4] product. J. R. Grainger and 
who made quite an issue of the mat- | Universal still has August, Septem- Neil McGuire and Frank Shea | debut. John J. Ford, general manager of 
ter, was not re-elected, although his | ber and October business to be add-| have organized Consolidated Pro-| After the Manhattan opening. ! chain, handled deal. It was closed 
stand on Sunday pictures was not|€4 to the present $1,771,804 for the | ducers Alliance to produce and dis- | Chaplin, himself, will decide what |py M. FE. Morey, Boston branch man- 


considered the deciding factor in his 
defeat. 

Last week, acting majority leader 
Joseph T. Distel] introduced an ordi- 
nance amending the present law. so 








tribute slot machine films. 

In a deal with Phono-Films, 
company agrees to deliver six sub- 
jects weekly for one year. 


first three quarters. 


Scribes Sped Tomer 
Roach Studio Reopening | 











the | 


tariff will be asked from exhibitors 
for general release and what admis- 
|sion prices will be charged for the 
| first showing. Murray Silverstone is 
working on a deal between the east- 





j;ager for the picture company, and 
W. J. Sullivan for the circuit, 


Kent Drive OK 


as to permit picture shows after 2 ° ern sales heads of UA and Chaplin! Advance rentals are featuring the * 
p.m. He moved its immediate pass- | Back With Knuckles Bared | on the initial screenings in that |S. R. Kent sales drive which 2@th- 
age. The vote was 6 to 3 in favor| ae . | Sector. Fox started four weeks ago. Cam- 
of the ordinance, but unanimous ap- | Hollywood, Sept. 10 aa {| UA has been working up an ad- | Paign has 14 weeks yet to run. 
proval was necessary. After a dis- Hal Roach whittled two weeks off | , Hollywood, Sept. 10. | vertising and exploitation campaign Thus far, Canadian branches have 
cussion, the councilmen decided to | his siesta and is reopening his studic Jackie Cooper goes back to his | for months and is ready to break out | been showing the most surprising 
lay the ordinance on the table for Oc : ' a Pay wero | cinematic birthplace at Metro to play| with one of its most extensive | Pickups in net biz. 
rs weeks. A public hearing will be ae anes = Oct. 15, havi the | ‘Fighting Sons,’ a kid murder drama! splurges as soon as the opening dates ~— ee 
, patie cata shooting of opper teturns.’ | which starts today (Tues.), George |ar Htled ; SS Raa 
se prior to the Sept. 18 session. | Scripting is so far advanced that the |B, Seitz directing. I » George ‘are settled in ee pee and Chicago My : 
wea ta al ear geese expressed the | picture can go into work a fortnight | Frederick Stephani produces anit | , : y ; One pls. House Finds 
opinion local residents were going) before the original estimate |Gene Reynolds plays one of the top| oo 
to Albany or Troy to see Sunday| .« at a a pews One Ss wae ey | Hollywood, Sept. 10 P W W Pi 
shows. Mayor Rose announced his Speedy writing was Oe by Jona- | roles. President Roosevelt gets a private atrons ant ar X 
support of the ordinance, after the — Lege and Gordon Douglas. | Other Contracts screening of ‘The Dictator’ imme- a es 
session. It is claimed that the city’s wi el Ruth directs. —_ yt aren one-year re- | diately after the New York premiere Minneapolis, Sept. 10 
only theatre, the Bright Spot (closed Crew of 10 technicians, headed by — at /niversal Ne late this month. : : tid "= 4 ** 
since last spring) can not operate | Hal Roach, Jr., and Frank Young, | _20th-Fox lifted Lynn Bari’s 7 Murray Silverstone arranged for Sumeonats Cont want @ complete 
profitably without Sunday shows. climbs aboard a Pennsylvania Rail- | 4”. ‘ the White House showing and escape from the war when they at- 
|road work train in Chicago tomor- | Jeanne Kelly inked an acting | Charlie Chaplin will personally es. | (4 pix here, according to the con- 
S (lai Di row (Wed.) for two weeks of back- | Ucket at Universal. | cort the print. ; clusions of Minnesota Amus. (Para- 
t. r rects ground lensing on ‘Broadway Lim- | Ted North was handed a renewal | Se he Sere eae |; mount), and, as a result, newsreel ; 
N Hi * 3 t ited.’ Picture follows ‘Topper Re- i player pact at 20th-Fox. ; | shots of the hostilities again are be- . 
ew Pins Cas turns.’ ynne Roberts drew a new op- Line F ing shown at the Gopher theatre. 
: Oo : = 
4 4 | tion and a new name at 20th-Fox. | rms at Left | For a test all newsreel war shots and 
She was Mary Hart. | -_ Hollywood, Sept. 10. | everything pertaining to warfare 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. RKO Beckons McCrea ee ae ere gee np offices were excluded from the Gopher 
ir di ‘Hi ° . : ¥ oast means scree ~w ; 
‘Mal St. Clair directs the next ‘Hig- Hollywood, Sent. 16. The Sheriff Rides Again hy lite oy Riad es pl oni creen for a four-week period. 
gins Family’ picture, slated to start REO ordered Joel Mctrea to re i : p gs for office workers Moreover, considerable publicity 
Sept. 16 at Republic with Robert ee tek 8 wal wa hag a bi ls Holiywood, Sept. 10. in Hollywood. Only department was given to the policy. Pa 
North producing. Radiant Sisk , a od he im McCoy. the honest sheriff of a , heads and a few clerical employes | t apparently didn’t help business 
ert Sisk production, ‘Valley of|thousand counties, signed up with; are being moved west at ¢ 5 
Roscoe Karns and Ruth Donnelly the Sun’ . ; i ‘ ; | st. at all and there were many protests 
replace James and Lucille Gleason in| Picture ie base Sig Neufeld Productions for eight | W. Ray Johnston, president, is here from patrons against the scissoring 
s aS icture is based on a novel by | westerns. |to supervise the establishment of , of the newsreels, explains manager 
the top roles. , } Clarence Budington Kelland. - » ExXpie 





First one starts next Monday (16). 


new quarters. 


Roy Slentz. 
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Producers Approve Proposal 
To Drop 2,000 From Extra Rolls 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

Proposal to drop 2,000 from the 

— rolls has been approved by 

@ producers and, after legal re- 

vidions have been made, will be sub- 

ted to the Screen Actors Guild 

the board meeting Friday (13). 

t likely that any action will be 

by that body until after the 

tion Sunday (15), when new di- 
tectors will be seated. 

$AG leaders are committed to 

runing the day-player list. Un- 

erstood that Guild attorneys draft- 


ed a plan which would eliminate any | oratory building, 
Fstions for successful appeal to the | $165,000, which the film company 


ational Labor Relations 
ikely that the first batch to be 
dropped will be those earning under 
10 daily for the last year. Object 
to reduce the list to around 3,000, 
which would suffice for the industry 
and assure them a livelihood. 
Buazell In, SAG Out 
Screen Actors Guild pulled out of 
the Central Labor Council in Los 
- following the reelection of 
. W. Buzzell as secretary-treasurer 


of the Council. It was generally un- 


| 





Board. | claims is $30,000 too much. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


\ 


} 


derstood that the Guild would take | 


this step if Buzzell won the ballot. 
SAG withdrew months ago when 
Buzzell sponsored a resolution ask- 
ing the Chicago Federation of Labor 
te help Willie Bioff in his attempt 
to avoid a prison seritence, but re- 
gntered the fold with “Nhe sole idea 
bf overcoming Buzzell influence. 

Talk among SAG members of 
walking out of the American 
Federation of Labor is still in the 
conversation stage, but several 
leaders insist that the Guild has been 
getting opposition instead of sup- 

ort from the AFL. They admit that 
he parent body did back up the 
actors when the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
attempted to take them over, but 
feoclare that the action was forced 
by the thesps themselves. 

Dave Lory has been retained as 

resident and business representa- 
ive of Laboratory Technicians Local 

» Meaning the loss of technical 
ontrol of that group by IATSE. While 
he local is still subject to IATSE 
rules, the election was a decisive 
victory over the IA tops who had 
sought to gain control. John Martin 
and Norman Crutcher, progressives, 
Were chosen v.p. and _ secretary- 
treasurer, respectively, defeating the 
IA candidates. 

Local 683, one of the largest studio 
unions, is not fighting against IA 
particularly, but favors a clean-cut 
autonomous union, operated for the 
es of the members and free 

rom any taint of gangster rule. 

An election of studio scenic artists 
was ordered by National Labor Re- 
lations Board to designate a collec- 
tive bargaining representative. Bal- 
lot, to be taken within 30 days, was 
ordered on petition of Moving Pic- 
ture Painters Local 644, which 
claims to represent a majority of 
artists in the film industry. Oppos- 
ing group is the Scenic Artists Asso- 
ciation, Inc. 


BEETSON REINS ON 
CASTING’S PHILBRICK 


Hollywood, Sept. 10 

Producers Association has moved 
Fred Beetson into active charge of 
antral Casting making general 
manager Howard Philbrick account- 
able to him. 

Beetson long held 

ntral’s president but 
art in operation. 


the title of 
took little 





‘Tugboat’ Limps In 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

Second of the ‘Tugboat’ series, 
starring Marjorie Rambeau, hits the 

ater in three weeks under the title, 
‘Tugboat Annie in Drydock.’ 

Final script is being touched up 
by Walter DeLeon. 





Tone U’s ‘Trail’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Franchot Tone signed with Uni- 
versal for one of the leads in the 


Pioneer play, ‘Trail of the Vigilantes.’ 


Filming starts in two weeks. 


\ 
ad 


' feature 





Par’s Tax Suit Vs. N. Y.C. 


Paramount Pictures filed a N.Y. 
supreme court action Thursday (5) 
against the Tax Commission of the 
City of N.Y., claiming it was over- 
assessed $30,000 on property located 
at 544 West 43d street. N.Y. Justice 
Ferdinand Pecora ordered the Com- 
mission to appear on Sept. 23 and 
defend its asssessment. 

The property, a five-story film lab- 
was assessed at 








Alleges All But 
WB Ignores NW 
On Curbing Duals 


Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 

Only one company, Warners, has 
taken any cognizance of the North- | 
west Allied demand that the dis- 
tributors aid in killing off the double 
menace now becoming a 
threat again in this territory and | 
that company declares that it is pow- 
erless in the matter, according to 
Fred Strom, executive secretary. 
The other companies, he said, have 
ignored the body, ‘not even showing | 
the courtesy to answer its communi- 
cation.’ 

At the same time, Strom declares, 
members will stand fast in their de- 
termination not to show any picture 

|at their theatres which previously 








has been double-billed at any the- 
|atre in the territory. If necessary, | 
| he asserts, the association will make 
a test court case of the matter. 

Strom says the association takes 
the same position as that of Murray | 
Silverstone, United Artists head, that 
| the companies, if they were so mind- | 
|ed, could break down the dual bill | 
‘evil’ by taking one case of contract 
infraction at a time and fighting it 
in the courts. The association, he 
asserts, wants an anti-double fea- 
ture clause in every contract applic- 
able to each individual picture spe- 
cifically. In all instances, it feels, 
there are certain’ circumstances 
which might make such a clause en- 
forceable, even though the courts 
have ruled against the double fea- 
ture ban generally. 


FLORA ROBSON WOULD — 
STAR IN WB’S ‘LADIES’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ is edging 


toward the screen through a deal 
now being negotiated by Warners 
and Gilbert Miller. The stage play 
is currently running in San Fran- 
cisco, with Flora Robson in the top 
role, 

If negotiations jell, Miss Robson 
will star in the picture Her last 


screen role was Queen Elizabeth in 
‘The Sea Hawk’ at Warners. 


Charge Product Blocked, 
Sue Circuits for 2456 


Los Angeles, Sept. 10. | 

Intercoast Amusements filed a suit | 
demanding triple damages of $225,- | 
000, plus $20,000 in attorney fees 





| perity made it a spendthrift 


| industry 


| large affiliated circuits are 


ONE IDEA 1S T0 
WOO KIDS BACK 


Another Indie Frankly 
Would Make Pix a ‘Dime 
and 15c Entertainment 
Again’ -— Others Charged 
With Gypping on Daytime 
Scales 


——_ — 


CHIEFLY IN N.W. 





Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par) is try- 
ing out a scheme of reduced admis- 
sions for minors over 12 years and 
under 18 who are over the dime 
kids’ price limit and compelled to 
pay full adult prices. In houses 
charging 36c for adults there'll be 
a special youngsters’ price of 20c, 
including tax, for the ‘in-betweens.’ 

John J. Friedl, president of this 
Paramount affiliated circuit, says the 
plan represents an effort to bring 
back ‘into the fold’ minors between 
the ages of 12 and 17 who have de- 
terred from attending films because 
they’re over the 10c age limit and 
can’t afford to pay the full adult 
price. He’s calling it a special ‘stu- 
dent rate’ and trying it out first in 
southern Minnesota and South Da- 
kota, 





Kaplan’s 10-15c. Proposal 
Minneapolis, Sept. W. 
Abe Kaplan, one of the most suc- 
cessful Twin City. independent cir- 


| cuit owners, wants to lead a move- 


ment to make films dime and lic 


| entertainment again. He would have 


production and other costs slashed 
in half and considerable amounts of 
investments written off. Such a 
procedure, he believes, would result 
in a great comeback for the motion 


picture industry which is now ‘dy- | 


ing on its feet.’ 

Kaplan will ask for a meeting of 
Northwest Allied to consider what 
steps can be taken to accomplish his 
goal. He proposes to have the or- 
ganization take the initiative in the 
matter, 

‘One of the troubles with the film 
industry today is that it got out of 
hand,’ says Kaplan. ‘Obsessed with 
its own importance, it went to ex~ 
tremes—became too elaborate. Pros- 
It isn’t 
on pictures that 
Production costs 


the money spent 
makes them good 
could be cut in two without dam- 
aging quality seriously And if 
executives, stars, directors and other 
topnotch talent connected with the 
received half, or less, of 


their present compensation, they'd 


| still be generously paid 


‘The costs of the de luxe theatres 
will have to be written off The 
respon- 
which have 
movies and 

idmissions 
neighborhood Owners, 
fearful that their patrons would 
attracted away from them, had 
follow suit and construct de luxe 


sible 
been 
which 
Independent 


for the palaces 
built to house 


scocrt+e } } 
necessitate high 


be 
To 


nouses, 
‘What 


business 


made the 
and a 


the low 


movies a great 
profitable 


The 


highly 


one—was admission 


dime scale permitted the entire fam- | 


attend 


movies 


to regularly However, 
are becoming m 


mut of 


ily 
ye and 
reach of the 
average family’s purse as regular 
fare. That’s the main reason why 
film theatres are losing their patron- 
age.’ 


the 


more a luxury 


Early-Price Dodge 
Milwaukee, Sept. 10. 
Exhibs here are wrathful over 
price-cutting on early admissions to 


DMISH MOVES 








vv 





Goldberg Out of Forum 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

Jesse J. Goldberg announced his 
resignation as associate producer of 
Forum Films, new company formed 
to make pictures for distribution in 
churches and schools. 

Forum rolls two shorts this week 
at the Talisman studio under super- 
vision of Sam Berkowitz, president 
of the organization. 


lc Rebate On 
35c Admissions, 











St. Louis, Sept. 10. 


talker exhib, who 





uct unless the Rio, deluxe nabe, 
changed its policy in regards to the | 
screening of WB film fodder, has | 
\lodged another beef with the New 
| York exec. Kaimann’s additional 
;complaint is that the Rio makes a 
| subtle refund each evening. He as- 


serts that when a 35c 


{when he hands his 


This act, Kaimann asserts, 
| the admish scale back to 25c, 


| ditional preference in priority 
| bookings, etc. 

St. Louis office to investigate 
| situation and report to him. 


teercateonenit 


| 


O’REILLY HEADS M. P. 


|chairman last week of the 


| National Committee 
{by national chairman 


Appointment 
Edward J. 


| Flynn was disclosed by Sol A. Rosen- 


| blatt, former NRA code administra- 
tor of the motion picture industry 
and now general counsel for the 
Dems. 

O'Reilly was a former member of 
the NRA code authority, is prez 
of the Theatre Owners Chamber of | 
Commerce of New York, former 


prez of Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of New York and former 
tary to Mayor George B. McClellan 


secre- 


f New York 

New chairman will arrive in 
tollywood from Nev York this 
morning (Wednesday) to establish a 
branch of his division there. O’Reilly 
will be accompanied by Jack Con- 
nolly, former editor of Pathe News, 
who his assistant O'Reilly and 
Connolly will visit all Coast states 
before returning to N. Y 


| Stanwyck’s Bad Glim 


Gives Drew ‘Sun’ Lead 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Ellen Drew stepped into the top 
femme spot in Paramount's ‘Reach- 
ing For The Sun’, taking the role 


from Golden State and T & D Junior | the nabes and declare that unless re-! originally slated for Barbara Stan- 


theatre circuits in U. S. District 
|Court, charging violations of the 
| Sherman and Clayton anti-trust acts. 

Complaint charges conspiracy to, 
deprive the Tower theatre, Santa | 
| Rosa, Calif., of adequate film prod- | 
‘uct. House, a 897-seater, was built! 
last fall at.a total investment of close | 
to $150,000. | 


form is brought about in round-table 
discussion, in what has become an 
intolerable situation, they will take 
the matter to the courts. The Inde- 


pendent Theatre Protective Associa- | 


tion of Wisconsin and Upper Michi- 


wyck, who is tied up with Frank 
Capra’s ‘Meet John Doe’. 
Complication was caused by a mi- 
nor operation on Miss Stanwyck’s 
eye. 
riod on completion of the Capra film. 


Exhib Charges 


’ Clarence Kaimann, North St. Louis 
recently com- 
plained to Gradwell Sears, WB sales 
manager in New York that he would 
cancel his contract for Warner prod- 


admission is 
sold the purchaser receives 10c back 
torn ticket to a 
}man who is stationed just inside of 
the door and behind the ticket taker. 


brings 
the 
|same as charged in the indie houses, 
| and thereby entitles the Rio to no ad- 
of 
Sears has ordered his | 
the 


DIVISION FOR DEMS 


Charles L. O’Reilly was named 
motion 
| picture division of the Democratic 


Her doctor ordered a rest pe- | 


Par’s Book Deals to Coincide Film 
Versions With Reading Public; Won't 
Release ‘Em Long After Publication 


Arrangement is being pioneered by 
Paramount with publishers of books 
it buys for filming so that serializa- 
tion, book publication, picture and 
book reprint come out in definite 
time sequence. Idea is to keep pub- 
licity on a story all in one lump and 
prevent lapses which make a book 
forgotten by the time the picture is 
released. 

Initial yarn on which the scheme 
will be tried will probably be 
‘Botany Bay,’ now being written by 
Charles Nordhoff and James Hall. 
Par bought screen rights to the un- 
written story several months ago. It 
should be finished early next year, 
whereupon the studio will begin pre- 
paring a script so that the picture 
can be released during the early 
1941-42 season. About six months 
prior to that the book will be pub- 
lished and immediately before that 
it will be serialized in the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

Par figures a five or six-month in- 
terval between book and pic will 
just be right for the story to have 
had time to be well-read, yet not for- 
gotten. It is also part of the deal 
with the publisher, because by that 
time a ripe field will have developed 
for a film reprint edition of the book 
at a reduced price, dignlays and ad- 
vertising on which wit also aid the 
picture. 

Bad Timing Examples 

Second Par yarn on which the 
scheme will be tried if too many 
other things don’t interfere is ‘Cap- 
tain From Connecticut,’ which Par 
purchased in advance from C. S. 
Forrester, who is now writing it. 
What Par is aiming to avoid by the 
new idea is its experience with ‘Miss 
Susie Slagle’s’ or Metro’s with ‘The 
these novels 
on the best-seller lists when they 
| were purchased, but the pix are not 
| yet ready for release and the books 
are beginning to be forgotten, with 
a dozen other topnotchers published 
in the meantime drawing the atten- 
| tion of the public. 

Difficulties in the way of the Par 
plan is evident from what has hap- 
| pened on the book on which it orig- 
inally intended trying it. This will 
be published shortly under the title 
‘Hold Back the Dawn, while the 
| picture, to be released under the 


7 
| same tag by agreement with the pub- 





Yearling.” Both were 


lisher, is still in the early scripting 
stage. Par couldn’t get to the pic- 


ture any sooner and the publisher 
couldn’t wait. Story, by Ketti Frings, 
was bought by Par under the label, 
‘Memo to a Movie Producer.’ 


‘POT 0’ GOLD’ WAITS 
ON GEORGE MARSHALL 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
James Roosevelt moved by the 
starting date on his first production, 
‘Pot o’ Gold,’ to Nov. 21 to allow 


time for the complete recuperation 
of George Marshall, director, from 
a major operation, 

It was previously planned for Nor- 
man McLeod to replace Marshall as 
pilot, but that plan has been dropped. 


Litvak Pegged For 
Robinson's ‘Sea Woif’ 


—_——__— 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Anatole Litvak draws the directing 
| assignment on the Edward G. Robe 
inson starrer. ‘The Sea Wolf’. 
Filming starts when Litvak returns 
from his South American siesta. 


er 


° 7 
Ates in ‘Chad Hanna 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Roscoe Ates took over the role in 
| 20th-Fox’s ‘Chad Hanna’ left vacant 


i 


i 
| 
/ 
' 
} 


gan has the problem on its hands | She is slated to appear later in the | by the death of Eddie Collias. 


right now, and hopes to do some- 
(Continued on page 10) 


top role of Paramount’s ‘Pioneer | 


| Woman’, 


Two days of retakes were neces- 
sary. 
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H.0.s Litter L.A. and Biz Spotty; 


Brigham, Tariff 


Ditto Partners’ With Divorcement’ 


-Tilted, $26,000, 








Los Angeles, Sept. 10. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 

Biz spotty, with some of the 
houses headed for substantial re- 
turns and others doing just so-so. 
‘Lucky Partners,’ at the RKO and 
Pantages, and ‘Brigham Young, 
single-billed at the State and Chi- 
nese, are heading the procession. 
Warners are holding over ‘Sea 


+ 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Miia WOOK. occ ccessess $341,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
oS > eee rere $329,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) 





Hawk’ for a third highly profitable | 
week, and Paramount is confining 








its third week x... ao - the | Pl 
River’ wiih ‘Comin’ ound , the 
Mountain’ added for four days. oway us 


‘Gone’ showing exceptional strength 
on fifth week at the Hawaii, and 
‘Pride and Prejudice,’ at Four Star, 
continues in the profit class. Wil- 
shire, on moveover of ‘Love Again,’ 
is piling up nifty biz. 

Several novel exploitation stunts 
worked out for ‘Brigham Young’ by 
George Watters and his staff. Big- 
gest was tieup with the Mormon 
church, which included cards in 35 
wards (churches) in Greater Los An- 
geles. Personal contact was had 
with 45 heads of groups, including 
head of western branch of church. 
All ward presidents read announce- 
ments and statement of President 
Heber Grant thanking Darryl Zanuck 


‘McGinty’ Fine 
$12,500, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 10. 
Coin is taking a detour in the 
downtown sector this week, with 
Circle and Lyric battling it out with 
stage shows, and Indiana and Loew’s 








for making the picture. Another 
novel stunt was an oldtime prairie 
schooner drawn by oxen with 15- 
foot banners carrying advertising 
slogans. Goodyear blimp with 
streamer operated over local beach 
sector; numerous tieups were ar- 
ranged and considerable radio plug- 
ging helped arouse interest. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
44-55-75) -—‘Brigham Young’ (20th). 
Healthy $12,000 in sight, although in- 
_— slightly disappointing consider- 
ng tilted prices. Last week, ‘Love 
Again’ (M-G) and ‘Pier 13) (20th), 
excellent $14,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—Sea Hawk’ (WB) (3d wk). Biz 
took decided jump during second 
stanza and Flynn opus is being held 
for warranted third stanza with out- 
look for $7,000. Second week piled 
up big $11,500, holiday biz (Labor 
Day) helping materially. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Still showing nice profit at 
$3,800. Third stanza brought lucra- 
tive $5,100. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 83c-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (5th wk). Sub- 
stantial increase on fifth week’s take, 
with cool $5,700 the answer. Fourth 
week hit exceptional $5,400, and en- 
gagement likely will. be prolonged 
additional three or four stanzas. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-44-55) 
—Sea Hawk’ (WB) (3d wk). Ex- 
ceptional strength during second 
week promoted a third stanza, with 
around $6,500 in prospect. Second 
seven days tipped $10,500, very good. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55 )— 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Di- 
vorcement’ (RKO). Should garner 
big $14,000 on the week. Last week, 
‘Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Military 
Academy’ (Col), okay $6,900. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par) 
and ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) with stage 
show (3d week of 4 days). Adding 
neat $8,500 on additional four-day 
holdover, after second week piled up 
unexpected $14,200. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55) — 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Mil- 
lionaires Prison’ (RKO) dual. 
— of $12,000, excellent and holds. 

ast week, ‘Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk) 
and ‘Military Academy’ (Col), very 
good $7,600. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2.414: 44-55- 
75)—Brigham Young’ (20th). Slightly 
advanced b.o. prices bringing satis- 
factory $14,000 although not as big 
as expected. Last week, ‘Love 
Again’ (M-G) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), 
very good $16,100, although nearly 
$1,500 below anticipated take. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-44-55)—‘Love Again’ (M-G) and 
‘Pier 13) (20th). Moveover for con- 
tinued downtown first run will be 
okay at $4.100. Last week, ‘Frank 
James’ (20th) and ‘Manhattan Heart- 
beat’ (20th), weak $2.100. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Pier 13’ 
(20th). Biz on the upbeat here and 
on moveover for continued first run 
will hit nifty $8,000. uast week, 
‘James’ (20th) and ‘Heartbeat’ (20th), 
disappointing $3,000. 


5-20 Years for Stickup 


Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 

Harvey Minnick, 43, who held up 
and kidnaped a St. Paul theatre 
watchman last June, has been sen- 
tenced to five to 20 years in prison 
after pleading guilty to a first degree 
robbery charge. 

One of two others accused of com- 
plicity in the affair was killed in an 
auto crash and the third has 
pleaded not guilty. 








making an appeal for the lettuce 


| with light comedies topping dual 
| bills. Circle has the edge with Cab 
|Calloway on stage and ‘Great Mc- 

Ginty’ helping with the pull, while 
Lyric tags behind with ‘Bowery Fol- 
lies’, headlining the Duncan Sisters, 
and ‘Pier 13’, which isn’t much of-a 
help. 

Loew’s is in the sugar with ‘He 
iStayed For Breakfast’ and ‘Gold 
Rush Maisie’, while Indiana comes 
in a poor second with ‘Hired Wife’ 
and ‘Millionaires In Prison’, 

Estimates for This Week 


‘Dance Girl’ Fizzles 
At $3,000 In Lincoln 


Lincoln, Sept. 10. 

Another theatre, the Kiva, 440- 
seater, joined the row this week, 
which brings the town to the 100% 
lighted status. Spot, controlled by 
L. L. Dent, unshuttered to admit the 
moveover of ‘All This, and Heaven 
Too.’ 

Lincoln’s ‘Boom Town’ is hard to 
touch. It’s aiming for a high gross. 


Estimates for This Week 


Lincoln (Cooper - Paramount) 
(1,503; 10-35-45-55)—‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G). Pic took off like a_ shot; 
can’t be stopped for less than $5,100, 
very good. st week, ‘Rhythm on 
River’ (Par), $4,200, okay. 

Nebraska (Cooper-- Paramount) 
(1,236; 10-20-28)—'Girl 313’ (M-G) 
and ‘Way Flesh’ (Par), split with 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Love, 
Honor’ (U). About average, $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Escape’ (M-G) and 
‘Bright Boys’ (U), split with ‘Phan- 
tom Raiders’ (M-G) and ‘Courageous 
Christian’ (RKO), good $2,500, 

Stuart (Cooper - Paramount) 
(1,884; 10-28-44) —- ‘Dance, Girl’ 
(RKO). Light $3,000. Last week, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), $3,700, fair. 

Variety (L. L. Dent-Westland) 
(1,017; 10-20-28) — ‘God's Country’ 
(Rep) and ‘Peppers Trouble’ (Col). 
Slow $1,600. Last week, ‘Capt. Cau- 
tion’ (UA) and ‘Hot Steel’ (U), good 
$2,200. 

Varsity (L. L. Dent - Westland) 
(1,100; 10-28-44) — ‘Torrid Zone’ 
(WB). Wiil get $3,000, okay. Last 


and was moved to the Kiva, 


‘BOOM RECORD 
$34,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Penn) 


It’s one up and five down here this 
eveek, There’s nothing to it but 
‘Boom Town’ at the Penn. Four-star 
special is grabbing off all the biz in 
town, and at upped prices heading 











Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
| 40)—Great McGinty’ (Par) and Cab 
|Callowa~ orch. Okay $12,500. Last 
| week, ‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ 
| (Par) and ‘Queen Mob’ (Par), weak 
$5,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 

40) — ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Mil- 
| lionaires Prison’ (RKO). Poor $6,000. 
| Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and 
‘Golden Gloves’ (Par), okay $8,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Gold 
| Rush Maisie’ (M-G), Combined pull 
| good at $9,000. Last week, ‘Foreign 
| Correspondent’ (UA) and ‘Girls Road’ 
| (U), slipped against State Fair com- 
|petish to okay $8,600. 








| Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
|‘Pier 13’ (20th) and ‘Bowery Fol- 


| lies’, headlining Duncan Sisters, on 


stage. Mild $7,500. Last week, ‘Young 
| People’ (20th) and ‘La Conga Nights’, 
| poor $7,500. 


GINGER-COLMAN 
NEAT $6,700, K.C. 


—_——_— 





Kansas City, Sept. 10. 
Of the new films, ‘Lucky Partners,’ 





| . . 
quite living up to early expectations. | 


|Colman-Rogers duo steady, however, 
land will finish with a creditable 


week. Rain, which hampered Thurs- 
day and Friday, vanished by week- 
end and warmish summer weather 
returned. 


| Holdover of ‘Boom Town’ at the 
Midland is notable, as house seldom 


plays films a second week. Newman | 


is holding ‘Rhythm on River’ for sec- 
ond stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 


west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— | 
‘Public Deb’ (20th). Getting fair 
play at $6,300. Will give way to 


‘Brigham Young’ at upped prices in 
mid-week. Last week, ‘Young Peo- 
ple’ (20th), weak $5,300. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-35-40- 
60)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
in Question’ (Col) (2d wk). Fine 
$i0,000 currently, after first week’s 
bullish $21,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Rhythm River’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Present week good at $5,200. 
First week was strong $8,600. 

Grpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
;—“‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Be- 
‘yond Tomorrow’ (RKO). Getting 
good play at $6,700. Last week, 
\‘Drive Night’ (WB) played second 
| week with ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) as new 
|dual partner. Got nice $5,700, 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)—Pier 
(13° (20th) and nude Della Carroll 
|heading stage bill. Above average 
jat $6,800. Last week, ‘Carolina 





j;record, Everywhere else an even 
break will be considered sensational. 
| Lone stand-up is ‘I Love You 
| Again,” at Ritz for fourth week 
downtown, having previously played 
one at Warner and two at Stanley. 
Penn, naturally, had no trouble 
|getting everything it wanted on 
‘Boom Town,’ Tied up practically 
every window in town, shot the 
works in advertising, with ads first 
breaking month ago, and had the 
amusement pages practically to it- 
self. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th) (2d wk). Will 
get only six days on h.o., moving out 
today (10) for ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ 
(Col). Okay for couple of days, then 
‘Boom Town’ opened and bottom fell 
out of Jesse James sequel. Doesn't 
look like much more than $3,500, 
quite a drop on heels of $10,500 
opener, 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700: 25-40) 
—‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) and ‘Out- 
| sider’ (Alliance). House will be 
lucky to get away with its shirt this 








week. Maybe $2,000, but it’s doubt- | 


ful. Last week, 


second of ‘Boys 
Syracuse’ (U), 


way off at $2,300. 
| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 30-45- 
59)—'Boom Town’ (MG). Clocked 
potent $17,000 alone on weekend, 
which is ordinarily a great full 
week’s biz for this site. Advanced 
|prices helping and house can’t help 
Kicking in with a new house record 


Pros-|at Orpheum, has the edge, but not | of better than $34,000, several grand 


j 


chalked up by ‘Snow White.’ 
week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par), 
; short ef $15,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Love 
| Again’ (M-G). First week here, but 
|fourth downtown and picture still 
going strong. 
| which is money in the bank at this 
|spot. Last week, ‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO), on move-over from Penn, 
n.s.h. at $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 30-45-59)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk). All 
| right until ‘Boom Town’ opened, and 
|then three strikes and out. Won't 
do much more than $9,000. Last 
| week, great $24,000. 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par). Moved here 
| from Penn and doing just ordinary 
|h.o. biz because of the stiff opposi- 
|tion. Present pace indicates around 
| $4,300. Last week, ‘Love Again’ 
| (M-G), after fortnight at Stanley, 
| great $9,000. 


Last 
just 








‘Fiesta’ for Sherman 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

Production switches at Warners 
landed George Sherman as director 
of ‘Fiesta in Manhattan,’ co-starring 
John Garfield and Priscilla Lane. 
Shift delays the production of ‘The 
Fabulous Thirties,’ originally an- 
nounced as the next Garfield starrer. 

Meanwhile Edmund Goulding, 
slated to pilot ‘Thirties,’ moves over 
to ‘Miss Wheelwright Discovers 





|Moon’ (Rep) and vaude, fair $5,800. 


America.’ 


week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB), got $4,700 | 


that house for a new all-time money | 


above best previous high, which was | 


Should better $3,000, | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week. .....0° . $1,644,300 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 


N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
East Year..... eecees - $1,567,000 


Fair Boffs L ville 
B.0., But ‘Boom 
Terrific $17,000 


Louisville, Sept. 10. 

Kentucky State Fair ig getting the 
breaks —s the current stanza. 
Agricultural display, intended to at- 
tract farmers, also has a strong line- 
up of show features,” including Ted 
Fiovito, Don Bestor and Deacon 
Moore bands spread over the week, 
Johnny Jones expo on midway, one 
of the finest horse shows in the 
country, and numerous grand stand 
attractions. Fair opened Saturday 
|(7) for a seven-day run, and, with 
hot, dry weather, is giving the down- 
town film houses some real competi- 
tion. 

Leading the pic field during State 
Fair Week is ‘Boom Town,’ dualed 
at Loew’s State. It’s a smash, and 
the star-studded opus is grabbing all 
the real film money in town. Prices 
were upped slightly ,but patrons are 
not making any beefs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘Want Di- 
vorce’ (Par). Combination moved 
|over from Rialto, but takings look on 
|the pale side. Light $1,600. Last 
| week, ‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Pier 
113’ (20th), on moveover, managed 
okay $1,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
|—Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Our 
| Town’ (UA). Holding to the gener- 

ally good pace established this sum- 
| mer, due to some physical improve- 
| ments on the house, and should man- 
|age nice $1,600. Last week, ‘Four 
Sons’ (20th) and ‘Irene’ (RKO), split 
|with ‘Can't Fool Wife’ (RKO) and 
‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th), all right $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 33- 
|/40-50)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and 
|‘Lady Question’ (Col). Folks were 
|ready for this one, after long ad- 
| vance publicity, and are responding 
fa the four-star opus in healthy 














fashion, with no complaints about 
;the upped tariff. Looks like smash 
| $17,000. Last week (15-30-40), ‘For- 
|} eign Correspondent’ (UA) and ‘Girls 
| Road’ (Col), okay $7,000. 


| Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
| 15-30-40)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d 
|wk). Highly satisfactory $3,500, 


after last week’s noteworthy $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO). Find- 
ing the going rather sluggish, and 
loping along for medium $5,500. Last 
| week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘I 
| Want Divorce’ (Par), okay $7,500 
and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
15-30-40)—‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and 
|‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO). Same story 
here, with too much strong opposish 
from the State Fair and a pair of 
|pics rather weak on b.o. punch. 
| Pointing to mild $2,400. Last week, 
|‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Sing, 
| Dance’ (Rep), light $2,800. 


‘Partners’ Dual Nice 
$5,600 in Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 10 

Only one new opener, ‘Lucky Part- 
ners,’ at the Paramount, which is do- 
ing good biz to start the fall season. 
‘Love You Again’ still holding up in 
its third week at the UA, and ‘Sea 
| Hawk’ proving a winning h.o. at the 
| Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
| 50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk). Good 
$4,500. Last week big $6,200. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.500: 
35-40-50)—‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and 
‘Pier 13’ (20th). Moved from Para- 
mount for average $2,700. Last week. 
‘Daltons’ (U) and 
(U) (2d wk), split week with legit 


(1,400: 





} show; four days. okay $1,000. 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(RKO) and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par). 
Good showing for this big house: 
probably get nice $5,600. Last week. 
Mayfair. 


40-50 )—‘Love You Again’ (M-G) and 
‘We Who Are Young’ (M-G) (3d wk). 





Okay $4,000. Last week, satisfactory 
$5,000. 


‘Private Affairs’ | 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Lucky Partners’ | 


‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘Pier 13’ | ‘Secret Seven’ 
(20th), nice $6,000, and moved to the | 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 35. | 


\‘Black Diamonds.’ 
| week 


[aughing At Danger’ (Mono) strong 


Russell-Stewart, 196, ‘Correspondent,’ 
$17,000, Clicking in Lingy 


Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
Plenty of zing in the b.o's this 
week, with the heavy-hitting product 
as usual garnering the lion’s share of 
the coin. Trio of big league conven-+ 
tions—the Bar Association, th 
Women Lawyers and the Posts 
Workers—also helping to swell the 
crowds at the downtown houses, 


Among the newcomers to the cine. 
ma belt are ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
which is proving that laughs still pay 
off, ‘Foreign Correspondent’ and ‘Kit 
Carson.’ Only the latter is having its 
troubles. 


Still in the heavy lucre class is 





.|‘Boom Town,’ holding over at the 


Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA). House is out of 
j the area that attracts lovers of horse 
opera. Suffering to tune of mediocre 
$8,800. Last week, ‘Pastor Hall’ 
| (UA) slumped badly after nice start 
and wound up with sad $6,700 for 
second week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Young People’ (20th) (2d run), 
| Opened yesterday (Mon.), Last week 
| was split between ‘Pride and Preju- 
| dice’ (M-G) (3d run) with nice $3,000 
for four days, and ‘Tom Brown’ 
(RKO), poor $1,200 for three days, 

Bovd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Time for Comedy’ (WB). Stewart- 
Russell starrer bright $19,000. Will 
h.o. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), 
wound up third week with fine $10,« 


200. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 45-57-73)—~- 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Looks 
like last stand for straight pix here, 
since strike with musicians has been 
settled, but will make it tough to 
pull—getting terrific $25,000 for sece 
ond trip. Opener, super-socko $36, 
700 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)—- 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). Gete+ 
ting kudos from pic crix and nice 
$17,000. Last week, poor $9,200 for 
| ‘Young People’ (20th). 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
'—‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d run) (3d 
'wk). Marks first time Karlton has 
|heldover for three trips and snag- 
iging neat $4,200. Second round for 
| Loy-Powell hit bullish $5,900. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )—- 
'‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d run). Still 
|showing punch with nice $5,100. Last 
|week, ‘Frank James’ (20th), sad 
$3,800 for second run showing. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
Not so lucky this sesh with poor 
| $8,500. Opener hit profitable $16,000 
last week, 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)—~ 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) (2d run) (2d 
|wk). Fourth week in mid-city still 
| getting good $5,100. Opening of sec- 
|ond run last round forte $6,800. 


‘SEA HAWK’ STRONG 


| 


| $11,000 IN DENVER 














Denver, Sept. 16 
| ‘Boom Town’ is packing the Or- 
pheum, doing record biz. Appar- 
ently, it’s good for at least three 
weeks at the Orph, then .a shift to 
the Broadway. 


| ‘Rangers of Fortune’ is good 
enough at the Denham for a hold- 
over. ‘Sea Hawk’ is strong at the 
Denver, but wiil move to Aladdin 
for second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—Kit 
Carson’ (UA). After a week at the 
Denver, nice $4,500. Last week, 
‘Boys From Syracuse’ (U), after a 


week at the Denver, fair $3,500. 

| Broadway (Fox) (1.040; 25-35-40) 
|—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Mil 
lionaires in Prison’ (RKO). After a 
|week at the Orpheum, fair $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Love You Again’ (M-G), 
after two weeks at the Orpheum, 
and ‘We Who Are Young’ (M-G). 
after a week at the Orpheum, good 
$3.000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)\—‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par). 
Fine $7.500 and holding over. Last 
week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) nice 


$6.500 in second week. 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Strong $11.000. 
Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ (UA), doing 
'world premiere, and ‘Chan Museum’ 
(20th) very strong $15,000. ‘Carson’ 
also garnered additional $5,000 at 
five other houses on premiere night. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Boom Town’ (M-G). Packing 
house for $20.000. Last week, ‘Lucky 
|Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Millionaires 
in Prison’ (RKO) good $9,700. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Young People’ (20th) and ‘Queen 
/0f Yukon’ (Mono). Nice $4.500. Last 
| week, F hcl Gold’ (WB) and 
Col) good $4.500. 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Boys 
From Syracuse’ (U), after a week 
}each at the Denver and Aladdin, and 
Fine $2.000. Last 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and 
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Chicago, Sept. 10, 
Business fell away in the loop 
st 
ip ®. Day weekend, and the cur- 
rent week continues to droop. 
will not be rectified unless the thea- 
tres come up with a stimulant. simi- 
lar to ‘Boom Town,’ which is the 

big money-maker here at present. 


Other than ‘Boom,’ there is noth-, 


ing bright around the grind houses. 
Even the big Chicago is failing to 
engender any excitement and will 
dip to 
the season. 

Palace is holding over ‘Lucky 
Partners,” which had a good first 
week and looks for a good second 
session. Light comedy is drawing 
particularly well on 
trade. 
You Again,’ at the Apollo in_ its 
fourth week in the loop. ‘Rhythm 
on the River’ moved from the Chi- 
cago to the Garrick for additional 
loop time. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75 
—Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Taking $4,000 currently in fourth 
session downtown, after 
$5,200, okay, last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and stage 
show Of little consequence here 


and the wicket slows down consid- , 


erably to $27,000, mild. Last week, 
Joe Penner personal 
and ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) on 
screen dipped sharply after Labor 
Day to $37,800, under expectations. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Rhythm River’ (Par). Shifted 
from Chicago and maybe $4,000 in 
the offing for second loop stanza. 
Last week, ‘Frank James’ (20th), 
managed okay $4,300 for second loop 
session. 
Oriental 
‘Ladies 


(Jones) (3,200; 28-44) — 
Live’ (WB) and ‘Tattle 
Tales’ unit plus Mary Carlisle on 
stage. Indicates $13,000, poorest in 
some time. Last week, ‘Lucky Cisco’ 
(20th) and Glen Gray orch on stage, 
fine $17,200. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66) 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Mummy's 
Hand’ (U). Came in today (Tues- 
day) following a 12-day run _ for 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Slight- 
ly Tempted’ (U). Latter combina- 
tion came in with fine $19,600 for 
the 12 days. Taken off because it 
indicated a sharp slide after the first 
10 days. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-65-85) 
-Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
House broke up the traditional fight 


with the United Artists and ran 
ahead of the rival house with the 
same picture last week, taking 


bang-up $22,000. Currently looks for 
bright $15,000. 

State-Lake 
‘God's Country’ 
Molina orch. 
is on the stage and going to neat 
$16.000. Last week, ‘Hardy Debu- 
tante’ (M-G) plus Joe Reichman 
orch, fine $17,700. 

United Artists 
700; 55-65-85) 
(2d wk). 
velt last 
strong 
rently. 

Woods (‘(FEssaness) (1,200: 
$1.865)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (33d wk). Took 
brilliant $9,300 last week, and 
to excellent $8,000 this week. 


‘Breakfast’-Kaye Orch 
Nifty $21,000 in Wash.; 


(Rep) and 


(B&K-M-G) 
‘Boom Town’ 


but 
fine 


$21,000 
$14,000 


week, 


Going to cur- 


‘Boom’s’ 2d Big 196 


Washington, Sept. 10. 
‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ and 
Sammy Kaye's orch, with empha 
on latter's ‘So You Want to Lead 


a Band’ gag, is pulling capacity and 


leading town by hefty margin at the 


Earle this week. Second best 
also by clear edge, is going to hold- 


over of ‘Boom Town,’ which equalled 
will 


ana 


(13). 


house record last week 


Stay a third starting Friday 


Smartest selling job this week was 
booked 
Daltons Rode’ and ped- 
dled it admittedly as a western, tak- 
ing flamboyant ads labelling it ‘the 
assembled for a 
Returns will at least 


done 
‘When 


by 
the 


Keith’s, which 


Steatest cast ever 
horse opera.’ 
equal average, 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 25-39-44- 
66)— Captain Caution’ (UA) and 
vaude. Oldtimers’ vaude show get- 


ting nostalgic reviews, but no help 
at the b.o. Won't better poor $11,500 
‘Young 
People’ (20th) and Phil Regan, light 


for six days. Last week, 
$13,900. 


Columbia (Loew) 


Week downtown getting nice $5,500. 


week following a tremendous | 


B.o. | 


one of the low marks of; 
| Night’ (WB) 


the femme) 
Also holding over is ‘Love. 


snagging 


disappointed | 
the ! 


(B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
Carlos 
Main boxoffice power 


(j,- 
(M-G) 
Came in behind the Roose- 
Was 


75-$1.10- 


going 


gross 


. (1,234; 28-44)— 
Love Again’ (M-G) (2d run). Third 


‘Boom’s’ 2d, 2 Spots, Big $29,000 





|Last week, ‘McGinty’ (Par) (2d run), | 


average $4,500. 

Earle (WB) 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and Sammy 
Kaye’s orch. Combo packing ‘em 


toward socko $21,000. Last week, 
\‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk), strong 
$16,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 


‘Daltons Rode’ (U). 
will see nice $8,000. 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d wk), 


swell $8,500. 
Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Drive 
(2d run). Back after 
big week at Earle and heading for 
passable $4,000. Last week, ‘Flow- 
ing Gold’ (WB), nice $9,300 for nine 
days. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing for beautiful $19,000. Last week, 
pushed record with $30,000. 





ROONEY, $39,000, 


NEAR CLEVE. 
RECORD 


Cleveland, Sept. 10, 
(Best Exploitation: State) 





Mickey Rooney’s the hottest draw | 


n 


‘Great McGinty’ on screen, | 


in town. And without doubt one of 
the biggest stage attractions in 
Loew’s State’s history. His personal 
appearance here is whirling turnstile 
at record-breaking pace. 

With 
he opened to a three-block line of 
ticket-buyers which began forming 
at 7 a.m. 
day Rooney shot past Jack Benny’s 


figure by pulling in $10,000, and an- | 


other $6,500 on third day. At that 
phenonenal pace it seems very likely 
that he may also surpass Benny’s 
record of $39,000 fer the stanza to 
set a new house record. 
Nextdoor Palace is lucky 
some of the over-flow, helping 
‘Argentine Nights’ and Ben Bernie 
on stage to weak $14,500. ‘Sea Hawk,’ 
despite all this opposish, is showing 
exceptional strength for the Hipp. 
State made town Rooney-minded 
by taking star out to local Boystown 
groups, arranging meetings with 


to get 


mayor and plastering posters on 
every streetcar post. Everett Stein- 
buch pulled neat one in clearing 


house of youngsters who would have 
stayed through three shows. An- 
nounces after curtain drop that 
every kid would get a free auto- 
graphed photo of Mickey at box- 
office if they hurry—and there's a 
terrific exodus, 
Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
39) — ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) ard 
‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep). For four days 
$1,300, all right. Last week, ‘Scat- 
terbrain’ (Rep) and ‘Daltons Rode’ 
(U), smash $4,000 for 10 days. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55) 

Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Shifted 
from Hipp; fine $5,000. Last week, 
‘Frank James’ (20th), satisfactory 
$4,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 
55)—Sea Hawk’ (WB). No hike in 
scale. Sea thriller handled like a 
three-ring circus in publicity and be- 
ing rewarded with excellent $19,000. 
Will move to Allen if it doesn’t 
stay here. Last week, ‘Lucky Part- 
ners’ (RKO), $13,000, neat 

Palace (RKO) (3.200; 30-35-42-55- 
66)— Argentine Nights’ (U) and Ben 
B unit. Bernie getting a 
tough and not his fault No 
S ipport om sc wh n 


and 


30-35-42- 


©Crri€e s 
u break 
weakie, 
pannea, 
aoor Is 
Not more 
best. Last 


reen 
unmercifully 

Mickey Rooney next 
up all gravy. 
$14,500 at very 

‘Young People’ (20th) plus Charlie 
Barnet’s orch, slowed up a bit to- 
ward the end, but $16.500 still smart 


Was 

licking 
than 

week 


the 


State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55- 
66) ‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and 
Mickey Rooney on stage. A happy 


combo from all angles, carrying lots 
of sock, especially in Mickey’s one- 
man-show. Bagged $25,000 in first 
four days, aided by advanced Thurs- 
day opening, and boosted prices 
helping Jandslide biz. Indicates 
around $39,000, near house record, 
Last week  (30-35-42-55), ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA), went over ex- 
pectations with worthwhile $16,000. 


Stillman (Loew's) (1,972;  30-35- 
42-55) ‘Foreign Correspondent 
‘UA) (24 wk). Holding up hand- 
somely, $6,000. Last week, ‘Love 
| Again’ (M-G), wound up outstand- 
ing run of four frames with big 
$§.000 on last one, earning a fifth 


in Loew's Park and Granada nabes 





(2,216; 25-39-44-66)— | 


Sold well and, 
Last week, | 








Week of Sept. 12% 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (39th wk). 


Capitol—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). 
Criterion — ‘We Who Are 


Young’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 17) 

Globe—‘Hell’s Cargo’ (Film 
Alliance) (14). 

Music Hall—‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Paramount—Rhythm on 
River’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Men Against the Sky’ 
(RKO) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variery, Aug. 28) 

Rivoli — ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (3d wk). 

Roxy—'‘Hired Wife’ (U) (13), 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand—‘No Time for Com- 
edy’ (WB) (2d wk). 

Week of Sept. 19 

Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (40th wk). 

Capitel—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). 

Globe—‘Pastor 
(21). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 31) 

Music Hall—Ramparts We 
Watch’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Varuiery, July 24) 

Paramount—’Rangers of For- 
tune’ (Par) (18). 

Rivoli—‘Foreign 
ent’ (UA) (4th wk). 

Roxy—‘Brigham Young’ (20th) 
(20). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 28) 

Strand—‘No Time for Comedy’ 
(WB) (3d wk). 


the 


Hall’ (UA) 


Correspond- 








Before end of the second | 


jat the Buffalo. 


DORSEY UPS 
McGINTY’ TO 
22G, BUFF. 


Buffalo, Sept. 10. 

Wicket biz is on the upbeat cur- 
rently, with strong film and stage 
lure lending plenty aid. 

‘Great McGinty’ and Jimmy Dor- 
sey band are turning out a tall figure 
‘Boom Town’ at the 
Lakes is in its second high-bracket 
semester, with ‘Hired Wife’ doing 
plenty all right at the Lafayette, 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and Jimmy 
Dorsey orch on stage. Will tag tall 
$22,000. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par), offish $10,500. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 44-65) 

‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Niitv $12,000. Last week, smash 
$23,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Frank 


James’ (20th) and ‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep) 


(2d run) Mild $5,500 Last week, 

‘Young People’ (20th) and ‘Chan 

Museum’ (20th), soft $5,000 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 30-40) 


‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Framed’ 
Pretty good $9,000 or over. 
week, ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ 
and ‘Passvort to Aleatraz’ 
bullish $8,500. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000: 
30-40 )}—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) and ‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep) 
(5 days). Quickened pace indicates 
nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Lucky Part- 
ners’ (RKO) and ‘Millionaires’ in 
Prison’ (RKO) (9 days), satisfactory 
$9,000. 


H. 0.s Swamp Mont’; 
‘Breakfast’ OK $5,000 


Montreal, Sept. 10 


(U) 

Last 
(Col) 

(Col). 


Three h.o.’s on tap currently and 
the repeats will get most of the coin 
I'll! Love You Again’ and ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ are tops 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2.700: 25-45-55) 

Love Again’ (MG) (2d wk.). Good 


$6,500 in sight, 
last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2.700: 25-45-55)— 
Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Military Acad- 
emv’ (Col). Pointing for good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) 
and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par), good 
$4,500. 

Loew's (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) (2d 
wk.). Probable $7.500 in sight, good, 
after handsome $11.000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50) 
‘Devil’s Island’ (WB) and ‘Sporting 
Blood’ (M-G). 
Last week, ‘Sea Raider’ (Par) and 
‘Round Mountain’ (Par), off at $2.800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50 }— 
‘Pago-Pago”’ (UA) (2d wk.). Not so 


after very good $9,000 


Average $3,500 likely. | 





good $1,800, after disappointing 
| $2,400 last week. 

| Cinema de Paris 
(600; 25-50)—‘Pieges.’ Good $1,800 in 
| sight. Last week, third repeat ‘Je 
| t’attendrai,’ good $1,200. 

| St. Denis (France-Film) 
| 25-34). —Les Conquerants’ and ‘Chan- 
/tons Quand Meme.’ Sighting nice 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Dame de Coeur’ 
and ‘Boutique au Illusions,’ good 
$4,600. 


WIFE,” $7,200, 
OK IN HOT 
MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 10, 
(Best Exploitation: State) 
After apparently being off to the 
|races during several weeks of en- 
couragingly rising levels, grosses 
currently are suffering a severe set- 
back again in consequence of an un- 
expected heat wave. Takings are 
going down as temperatures mount. 
In view of the fact that abnormal 
cold prevailed during the entire 








|is all the more surprising. 


‘Lucky Partners’ and ‘Hired Wife,’ 
afford plenty of laughs, which seems 
to be what the local public wants 
nowadays. The logical thing to ex- 
| pect is that they'll build as the 
| weather improves—if it does. 

| ing attention. ‘The Sea Hawk,’ which 
| started at the State and then moved 
ito the Century, has been assigned 
| still another quarters, the World, for 
ja third loop week. After a healthy 
| seven days at the State, ‘Rhythm on 
ithe River’ now is holding forth at 
the Century. 

Plenty of stage entertainment 
looms. Ted Lewis comes into the 
Orpheum Friday (13) and on the 
same day the Alvin starts operations 
with Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz's 
road musical revues plus pictures. 
And next week the Lyceum season 
gets going with Gertrude Lawrence 
in ‘Skylark.’ 

Palm for best exploitation went to 
the State, which had Cedric Adams, 
Star-Journal columnist, sponsor a 
contest for the best 100-word letter 
from a couple married within the 
|past five yeers who missed their 
honeymoon. The winner got a 
weekend honeymoon suite and all 
their meals at the Hotel Radisson, 
plus a car at their disposal. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
‘Florian’ (M-G) and ‘Wild Cat Bus’ 
(RKO), dual first-runs. In for five 
days and good $1,200 _ indicated. 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and ‘Girl from 
God's Country’ (Rep), dual first- 
runs, open Wednesday (18). Last 
week, ‘Sea Raider’ (Par) and ‘Out 
W Peppers’ (Col), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Stranger Third 
(RKO) and ‘One Crowded 
(RKO), $1,600. pretty good. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 
35-40 =- ‘Rhythm River’ (Par). 
Brought here from State, where it 
fared very well first week. En 
route to $3,600. Last week ‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk.), good $4.000, 
after big $10.000 first at State 
Esquire (Gillman (290; 28) 
Plainsman’ (reissue). Fair $800 in 
prospect. Last week ‘Boys of City’ 
(Mono). $1,300 in eight good 
Gopher (Par-Singer) 28) 
‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) Gals are 
staying away from this cone in 
droves. Out after five davs, light 
$1.500 ‘Dalions’ tomorrow 
dinesday). Last week ‘Great M« 


(We . - 
Ginty’ (Par), $4,300 1 eight days 
b 





est 
Floor “ 
Night’ 


25- 
in 


’ L 
week 


Gays, 


(998; 
epliac es 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
39-44 )—‘Hired Wife’ (VU) 
liked picture Feminine 
cially enthu but 
too Hurt by weather 
hould finish to good 
week ‘Untamed’ (Par) and Benny 
Meroff's ‘Funzafire’ on stage. slowed 
down, but plenty good $12.000 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 
|; 44)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Ron- 
ald Colman-Ginger Rogers combo 
spelling box-office. Enroute to okay 
$7.000. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par), $8,700. very satisfactory. 

Uptown (Par) (i,200; 28-39)— 
‘Maryland’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showing Good $3.500_ indi- 
cated. Last week ‘Hardy Debutante’ 
(M-G), $4,000, fine. 

World (Steffes-Par-Singer) ‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB). Moved here after big 
initial fortnight at State and Cen- 

i tury. Should reach _ satisfactory 
$1.500. Last week ‘Our Town’ (UA) 
(2d wk.). $1,350. fair, after satisfac- 
‘tory $1,900 first week, 


(2.800: 
Very well 
fans espe- 
men like it. 
at outset, but 
$7,200 Last 


92. 


slasth 


28-39- 





,ing up for a trim 
| strong 
| tion. 


Two of the current newcomers, $2.20 )—‘Gone’ 


A pair of holdovers also command- | 


eign Correspondent’ (UA) 


000 


for 
(2d 
living 
where. 
after 


1o 
big. 


Debutante’ 
Sullivan with Harvest Moon dancers 
(2d wk), 
Stage. 


with nearly $26,000, very strong for 


and final 
ings after three previous big weeks. 
Four 
| Fou 


‘Partners’ Lucky with $90,000, Town’ 
Booms $55,000, 


Time Clinton 45G 





Start of classwork in a majority of 


- | schools plus disheartening war news 
(France-Film) | of the Nazi blitz over London put a 
| dent 
| start of this week. 


(2.300: jority of theatres stood up well. 


in Broadway business at the 


However, a ma- 


Of the new attractions, ‘Boom 


| Town’ at the Capitol, fares best with 
ithe house credited with 
more people than 
‘Gone’ and topping every 
| picture since 1936 for the first few 
days. 
likely for the initial week, with the 
iad increased scale helping the 
take. 


playing to 
any film since 
straight 


Rip-roaring $55,000 appears 


‘Lucky Partners’ at the Music Hall 


is showing up surprisingly well con- 
sidering the sensational grosses reg- 


istered here in the preceding four 
weeks. Neat $90,000 is in the offing, 
enough to hold it a second week. 
‘Ramparts We Watch,’ with an elab- 
orate advance campaign, comes in 
after that. ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 


| topped the $400,000 mark for its four 


weeks, despite lag in final week 
which brought the fourth stanza to 


| $96,000, still unheard-of after the 
terrific take in preceding three 
sessions. 


Only other new picture, ‘No Time 
for Comedy’ at the Strand, is shap- 
$45,000, plenty 
in view of nearby opposi- 
Film and Larry Clinton band 
caught on nicely over the weekend 


| after an ordinary opening. Remains 
'a second week. 
| State Fair, the present torrid spell | 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75 - 85 - $1.10 - $1.65- 
(M-G) (39th week). 
Last week (38th) around $12,000, not 
bad after pickup to $14,600 in previ- 
ous week, Sign atop Astor being 


| repainted, indicating picture will be 


around for months to come. 

Capitol (4,520; 35-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Playing 
to more people than any attraction 
since ‘Gone.’ Appears headed for 
booming $55,000, with upped scale 
helping. Topped every straight film 
attraction since 1936 . excepting 
‘Gone.’ ‘I Love You Again’ (M-G), 


got $30,000 in its third and final 
week, hefty profit. 

Criterion (1,662; 25 - 40 - 55 - 65)— 
‘Girl God’s Country’ (Rep). Meek 
$5,000 in sight. ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ 
(M-G), in ahead, $10,000, plenty 


wampum. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB) (2d week). First time 
house has had guch a strong first- 
run, and folks coming in for second 
Stanza, which will hit $6,000. Nice 
profit, after $11,000 for opening 
week, below expectations, but far 
above normal take here. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Frank 
James’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Ladies 
Must Live’ (WB) (lst run). Average 
$8,100, but ahead of recent biz. Last 
week's twinner, ‘All This’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (lst 
run), got $7,800, slow’ turnover 
blamed for this amount. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—Rhythm on River’ (Par) and, in 
person, Will Bradley, Ken Murray, 
Dinah Shore, Tito Guizar, others (2d 
week). Traveling at fast pace, $36,- 
000, excellent considering opposition, 
and elegant profit. Stays third ses- 
sion Took terrific $64,000 initial 
week for slick fall opening. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) ‘Lucky Partners” 
(RKO) and stage show. Trim $90,- 
000 in sight, okay. Stays second 
week, with ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) set to 


follow. ‘Pride’ hit $96,000 fourth 
week, 

Rialto (750: 25-40-56) ‘Men 
Against Skies’ (RKO), Opens to- 
day (Wed.} with ‘Black Diamonds’ 
(U) pulled in order to clear other 
film circuits. ‘Diamonds’ feeble 
$3,000 in four days ‘Stranger on 
Third Floor’ (RKO), in ahead, 
$6,500, profitable week. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-40-55-75-99)—‘For- 


(2d wk). 


Holding up strongly at around $32.- 


fo second 


week ending yester- 
day (Tuesday). Opening stanza near 
590,000, swell. In for indefinite stay, 


with 


management starting its sec- 


ondary Campaign shortly 


Roxy (5,835: 


25-40-55-75)-—‘Staved 
Breakfast’ 


(Col) and stage show 
week). Young-Douglas comedy 
up to drawing prowess else- 
Splendid $33,000 in prospect, 
surprising $51,000 first week, 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) opens Friday. 
State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Hardy 
(M-G) (2d run) and Ed 


Benny Fields. 
Happy days 


others, 
continue 


on 
here, 


second session. Dandy $30,000 last 
week. 

Strand (2,767: 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
No Time for Comedy’ (WB) and 
Larry Clinton band Geared for 
nearly $45,000. strong in view of 
competition. ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and 
Phil Spitalny hit $35,500 in fourth 


week, mighty fancy tak- 


weeks 


totalled $159,900. 











10 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wedn 


esday, September 11, 1940 





Ginger-Colman Healthy $18,500 in S.F.; 
‘Boom’, $16,000, ‘Hawk’, 106, OK H. 0. 





San Francisco, Sept. 10. 

Season’s first rains denting Expo 
gate, but not adding much to film 
takes either. Holdover still in spot- 
light, ‘Sea Hawk’ staying at Fox and 
‘Boom Town’ remaining on Warfield 
after terrific first weeks. 

‘Lucky Partners,’ at Gate, is best of 
newcomers. Otherwise it’s just a 
quiet week in San Francisco. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50 )—‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk). Mopping up, 
with $10,000 in view. First week, | 
eight days, whopping $24,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) ae 
vaude. Ginger Rogers-Ronald Col- | 
man combo well liked. Splendid | 
$18,500, which assures second week. | 
Last week, ‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and 
vaude), $14,000, fair. 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 25-40-50)— 
‘Lady in Question’ (Col) and ‘Slight- 
ly Tempted’ «U). Comedy angles 
stressed. Should mean around $7,- 
000, fair. Last week (2d), ‘Break- 
fast’ (Col) and ‘Secret Seven’ (Col), 
good enough at $8,900. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—‘Public Deb’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th). Drawing average $11,- 
000. Last week, “‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) and ‘Girl God's Country’ | 
(Rep), healthy $13,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘God’s 
Country’ (Rep). Moveover from | 
Paramount good for $6,000, average. | 
Fourth week of ‘Love Again’ (M-G) 
and ‘Sea Raider’ (Par), satisfactory | 
$5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Pago Pago’ (UA) (2d wk). | 
Little magnetism here; short second 
week won't get over $4,000. Last | 
week, $8,000, good considering con- | 
ditions. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 40-50-65) | 
—Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fine 
$16,000 will be good followup for 
initial week’s terrific $28,000, 





‘DEB, AT $4,000, 
COLD IN BALTO 


Baltimore. Sept. 10. 
With most of the downtowners 
holding over strong product aimed 
at last week’s holiday trade, new 
entry of ‘Hired Wife’, at Keith’s, is 
attracting some highly consistent 
play. Continued steady doings also 
reported for h.o.s of ‘Boom Town’, 
‘Sea Hawk’ and ‘Lucky Partners’. 
Only other new entry, ‘Public Deb 
No. 1’, is ns.g. at the New. Hiked 
scales for ‘Boom’ and ‘Hawk’ evi- 
dently not effecting the attendance. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 28-39- 
60) — ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Holding very good gait to $14,000, 
after extra big opener at $19,700. 


| Wife’ 





Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO), (2d wk.) plus vaude. Rather 


mild $11,000, after chalking up satis- 
factory opening round to $15.200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406: 15-| 
28-33-39-44)—‘Hired Wife’ (U). Nice- 
ly spotted, with rest of town mainly 
h.o.s, and should reach okay $8,000. 
Last week, eight days of ‘Rhythm on 
River’ (Par), fair $6,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581: 15-28-35- 
55)—‘Public Deb’ (20th). Might reach 
$4,000, poor, Last week, ‘Young Peo- 
ple’ (20th), failed to excite at $4,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 28-39-60)— 
*‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk.). Main- 
taining highly profitable pace to in- 
dicated $13,000, after ringing the bel] 
—* with big $18,600 on opening 
sesh. 


‘Boom Town’. Dualled, 
Hefty $12,000, Prov. 


Providence, Sept. 10. 

Town is just about evenly divided 
on holdovers and new bills, with 
h.o.s_ still getting a strong play. 
Among these are ‘Boom Town,’ still 
booming at Loew’s State; ‘Rhythm 
River’ at Strand and ‘Sea Hawk,’ 
which switched to Carlton for second 
downtown week. Strand bolstered 
its second-week bill with new co- 
feature, ‘Island of Doomed Men.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
*‘Daltons’ (U) and ‘Sno~ White’ 
(RKO) (reissue) and four Disney 


shorts. Strong $6.800. Last week, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Chris- 
tian and Women’ (RKO), good $6,000. | 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 


50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d run). 
Swell $3,000. Last week, ‘Stayed 
Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Gold Rush 


-Maisie’ (M-G) (2d run), good $2,200. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—Ride, | 
Tenderfoot’ (Rep) and ‘Earthbound’ | 
(20th). Good $3,500. Last week, 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th) and ‘Okla- 


good $7,000. 


\‘Island Doomed Men’ 


|Labor Day-padded weekend. 


| Albee for 


|except 
‘Rhythm River’ won move to Blue 


|days), $1,700, slow. 





(20th). Trade spotty but promising 
Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ 
(WB), hot $8,500. 

State (Loew) 


(3,200; 28-39-50)— 


‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady Ques- | 


tion’ (Col) (2d wk.), hefty $12,000. 
Last week, knockout $24,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2.000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) (2d wk.) and 
(Col). Good 
$5.500, Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) and ‘Hidden Gold’ (Par), nice 
$7,000. 


‘DANCE’ FLOPPO 
$6,000 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 10. 
Aggregate pull of major screen 








sanctums is favorable, though sag- | 


ging a few lenghs behind last week's 
Sur- 
prisingly socko currently is ‘Hired 
Wife’ at Albee, which has long lead 
over other fresh releases. 

‘Dance, Girl, Dance,’ at Palace, is 
very poor at b. o. Its only lively 
day was on the opener, due to p.a. of 
Lucille Ball and Maureen O'Hara. 
Keith’s is having a quiet session on 
‘Young People.’ 

Holdovers ‘Boom Town,” ‘Love 
Again’ and ‘Sea Hawk’ are fetch- 
ing profitable returns. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) = (3,300; 
‘Hired Wife’ (U). Above expecta- 
tions with ~~ $15,000. Last week 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), big $15,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 42-60)— 
‘Boom Town ’(M-G) (5th wk). Final- 
ing to hefty $6,000, after last week’s 


| (4th) wham $8,000. Close to $55,000 | 
| for the five-week run, burg’s biggest 


since ‘Gone.’ 


Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 
‘Stage Chino’ (RKO) and ‘Can't Foo] 
(RKO), split with 
Westward’ (Rep) and ‘Earl Puddle- 
stone’ (Rep). Average $1,900. Ditto 
last week with ‘Christian Women’ 
(RKO) and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ 
(20th), divided with ‘Suicide Legion’ 
(Ind) and ‘Son Roaring Dan’ (U). 


| Grand (RKO) (1,439; 33-50)—‘Love | 
Again’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


Last week 
of this new theatre’s opening pic. 


| Holding to dandy $7,000. Last week 
Pulled great $14,- | 


(2d), socko $9,000. 
500 in first seven days. 

Keith’s (“ibson) (1,500: 39-47)— 
“Young People’ (20th). Slow $3,500. 


Last week, ‘Great McGinty’ (Par), 
fair $4,500. 
Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 39-47)— 


‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Moveover 
from Palace for second week. N.s.h. 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Frank James’ 
(20th) (2d run), mild $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 39-47)— 
‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO). Very poor 
$6,000. Only good day’s biz was on 
the opener, 


personailed for four shows. Last 
week, ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), poor 
$7,500. 

Shubert (RKO) 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). 


(2,150: 39-47)— 
Transferred from 
second week. Excellent 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Stayed Break- 
fast’ (Col) (2d run), okay $3,800. 


‘Boom Town’ Smash — 


$12,500 in Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 10. 

‘Boom Town’ boomed into two 
biggest local seaters, Fifth and Para- 
mount theatres, day and date, for 
right smart box office, with the tariff 
lifted to 65c: 15¢c for the kiddies. This 
is the first try locally at upping ad- 
mish prices, except for 
in years. 

‘Kit Carson’ plenty 
the Orpheum and warranted 
over, but shifted to Music Box. 


roadshows, 
was good at 
hold- 
Pal- 


omar going strong with ‘Drive by 
Night,” which holds second stanza. 


Palomar vaude also stays unchanged, 
Radio Rangers going 


Mouse. ‘Heaven Too’ still plenty 
hot at Roosevelt, holding for fifth 
week and making run record at this 
spot. ‘Stayed Breakfast’ at Liberty 
also holds over. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(850; 30-40-50) ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) | 


and ‘Chan Museum’ (20th). Moved 
from Paramount, indicates good 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Round Mountain’ 
(Par) and ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) (five | 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


39-47) — | 


“Wagons | 


when Lucille Ball and | 
Maureen O’Hara, of the screen cast. | 


. ' 
In, | 


‘$3,200, Last week, ‘New Moon’ 
(M-G) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) (2d 
run). Okay $3,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,349: 40-50-65) — ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G). Big bally campaign aiding 
to $12,500, and holding. Last week 
(30-40-50) ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), 
solo (2d wk), five days $3,000, fair. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50 )— 


,| ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and ‘Girl Ave. A’ | 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Young People’) (99th) (2d wk). 


Moved from Or- 
pheum, look to fair $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Love You Again’ (M-G) (4th 
wk), $2,800, big. 

Orpheum 
(850; 20-40-50)—'Dance, Girl’ (RKO) 
and ‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) 4 
davs). Very bad $2,500. Last week 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and ‘Girl Ave, A 
(20th), $7,300, sturdy. 
| Palomar (Sterling) 
50)—Drive By Night’ (WB) 
vaude (2d wk). Big $6,000. 
week, $7,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
40-50-65) — ‘Boom Town’ 
Socko $12,500. Last week 
‘Rhythm River’ 


| (3,039; 
| M-G). 
| (30-40-50), 


big 


Good $2,500. Last week, $3,000. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
(32)—‘Susan and God’ (M-G) and 
‘Florine’ (M-G) (2d run). 
| $1,900. Last week, ‘Lillian 
(20th) and ‘Opened by 
| (Par) (2d run), $2,300, big. 


'50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) 
| 


Russell’ 
Mistake’ 


| 
| 


MILLER- MARGIE 


~ GREAT $28,000 


| 
| 
| 


IN BOSTON 





Boston, Sept. 10. 
| Two smash bills competing for top 
money this week are Glenn Miller's 


'orch on the Keith Boston stage with | 


'‘Margie’ (U) screening, and ‘Sea 
|Hawk’ on a dual bill at the Metro- 
| politan. 


Both ‘Love Again,’ at the Orph 
and State, and ‘Lucky Partners’ are 
holding over this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-55-65)— 
‘Margie’ (U) with Glenn Miller band 
on stage, at tilted scale. Whamming 
in about $28,000, socko. Last week, 
‘Hold Woman’ (Prod) and ‘Doomed 
to Die’ (Mono), with Lucky Millin- 
der on stage, five days; and ‘Daltons 
Rode’ (U) (2nd run) and ‘Mrs. Brad- 
|ford’ (RKO) (reissue), dual, three 
days, very pleasing $11,500 at 28-39- 
44-55 scale. 


| Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
|55)—‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and 
‘Public Deb’ (20th). So-so $4,000 


promised. Last week, ‘Flowing Gold’ 
(WB) and ‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep), $5, 
000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 28- 
39-44-55) —‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) 
|and ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) (2d wk.). 
Aiming at fine $14,000, Last week, 
nifty $19,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
44-55 )—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Chan 
| Wax’ (20th). Opened to standee biz 
and held strong over weekend, shap- 
ing up to terrific $24,000. Last week, 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘Money 
Woman’ (WB) (2nd wk.), $12,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55) — ‘Love Again’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col) (2d 
Should hit about $14,000, okay. 
week, sock $22,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and 
‘Public Deb’ (20th). Around $6,000, 
so-so. Last week, ‘Flowing Cold’ 
(WB) and ‘Sing Dance’ (Rep), $7,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 
—Flowing Gold’ (WB) (continued 
run from Par and Fenway) and 
|‘Seatterbrain’ (Rep) (2nd _ run), 
| Medium $4,000 indicated. Last week, 
|‘McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Love Come 
| Back’ (WB) (both 2nd run), dandy 
| $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55 )— 


First 


‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
Servant’ (Col) (2d wk.). Around 
$9,000, okay. Last week, hefty $15.,- 
200. 





FANS REMAIN SEATED 


St. Louis, Sept. 10. 

Assurances given by Harry E. Bos- 
ton, manager, and Leon J. Bernol, 
|Jr., an usher, that they were in no 
i danger, kept 900 customers seated 
in the Ansell Bros. Empress Fri- 
| day (6) while firemen battled a 
| $6,000 blaze in an adjoining building. 
Some of the audience, alarmed by the 
/noise of crashing glass, became ner- 
| vous but Boston and Bernol walked 
| up and down the aisles and quieted 
| them, 
| The blaze started in the Associated 
Doctors’ Medical Service and at- 
tracted a huge crowd as this location 
is in the heart of the midtown night 
life in St. Louis. The heat was so 


|intense that paint was burned from 


the theatre fire escape. Two fire- 


homa Renegades’ (Rep), fine $3.800. | (1,900; 21-35)—'Turnabout’ (UA) and | men suffered foot burns, apparently 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— | 


‘Untamed’ (Par) (2d run). See big. 


from acid. 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(1,350; 30-40- | 
plus | 
Last | 


ig. | 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
(5th wk). | 


Okay | 


wk.). | 





Golden Back at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Max Golden moved back to the 
20th-Fox studio as assistant to Wil- 
liam Koenig in the production de- 
partment. : 
He was formerly an associate pro- 
ducer on the lot, 


WIFE’ FINE 56, 
MEMPHIS LAGS 


Memphis, Sept. 10. 

The calm after the storm came to 
Main street this week. ‘Sea Hawk’ 
}and ‘Boom Town’ having blitzed the 
|town the previous fortnight, there's 
‘a lull at the moment, 
| Metro’s four-star oil saga is still 
the top money-getter in its second 
| week, which is a pretty fair indica- 
ition of how frail business is with 
ithe other first-runs. 
| ‘Hired Wife’ is making a fairly 
inice showing at the New Malco, but 
| ‘Flowing Gold’ and ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ at Loew's Palace are hav- 
ing disappointing sessions. Neither 
|carries marquee names that mean 
‘much in this sector. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's State (Loew )- (2,600; 15-44- 
| 60)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d week). 
| Petroleum romance luring ’em for 








(Par) | 
land ‘Chan Museum’ (20th), $7,000, | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





|maybe $7,000 on holdover, a sock- | 


eroo. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ $17,- 
Warner (Warner) (2,300; 15-40-55) 
|—Flowing Gold’ (WB). It hasn't | 
|flowed so freely up to now; might | 
| push to $4,000. Last week, ‘Sea | 
|Hawk’ (WB) (2d week), $3,000, not | 
bad for h.o, 

| New Malco (Lightman) (2,300: 10- 
33-44)—‘Hired Wife’ (U). Press 
praise is helping this one to possible 
| goodish $5,000. Last week, ‘Rhythm 
| River’ (Par), $5,500, good. 


| Loew's Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10- 
33-44) — ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(UA). Critics’ raves aren't doing 


this one too much good; looks like | 
weak $4,000. Last week, ‘Ramparts 
We Watch’ (RKO), $5,000, very good. 

Strand (Lightman) (10,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Aw-|! 
ful Truth’ (Col) (revivals) three | 
days; ‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep), two 
days; ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO), two 
days; $1,800, very good. Last week, 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par), three days; 
‘Captain Is Lady’ (M-G), two days; 
|‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G), two days; 
| $1,400, sub-par. 








Cut-Price Moves 


Continued from page 7__ 





thing about it either before or im- 
mediately after the state convention 
|to be held here Oct. 2-3. 

Trouble dates back to 1933 when 
all concerned entered into an agree- 
ment on prices and protection, and 
the abuses complained of are said 
|}to have grown steadily worse ever 
since that time. Under the agree- 
iment, houses that played matinees 
were permitted to continue their 
| matinee prices until 6 p.m. Then 
| houses, which normally had no mati- 
| nees, began opening their doors at 
| 5:30 p.m. at a price below their eve- 
ning admission—l5c where the regu- 
lar night price was 25c: 25c where 
the regular night price was 40c and 
so on, 
| Houses that had a 15¢ night price 
felt they couldn’t open early at 10c 
because they were getting little 
| enough as it was. But some of them 
were forced in desperation to do just 
that 


| that, in addition to their giveaway 
DESPITE NEARBY FIRE nights, with the result that thev’ve 


been having exceedingly tough going 
| Theatres with the regularly higher 
admission prices got earlier releases 
because of their higher prices, but 
by putting in the cut-rate early ad- 
| mission gave the little fellows a price 
| competition they couldn't stand and 
showed pictures the little fellows, by 
)reason of their regularly lower 
| prices, couldn't expect to get until 
| several weeks later. 

Some film exchanges are accused 
| of being in on the conniving that the 
| little fellows claim actually amounts 
to a conspiracy, and they have re- 
|ceived legal advice that they may | 
|obtain redress in the courts. This, 
is what they say it is coming to. 
unless the situation is ironed out 
| Satisfactorily and quickly. 

The claim is made that many of | 
ithe houses concerned do 80% of | 
their business on their cut-rate early 
| admissions, 


Milking Films in Det; Bolger-Barnet — 


Plus ‘Divorce Snare 


Nifty $26,000 


Detroit, Sept. 10. 
' Pictures are being milked for ~)] 
|they are worth here, while product 
‘is sluggish and crowds are good. De- 
‘troit is taking on the looks of a 
crowd city again, what with $250.- 
000,000 having been ear-marked here 
on munitions projects, and the au- 
tomobile graph starting to leap up- 
ward again. 

Only the Michigan comes up with 
a whole new bill this week, combin- 
ing vaudeville with ‘I Want a Di- 
vorce.’ Fox will split the week, go- 
ing to Wednesday with the present 
‘bill and then opening two Gays ahead 
of its regular date with ‘Brigham 
Young.’ ‘Boom Town’ is into its third 
week at the United Artists and fur- 
ther example of extended runs here 
is ‘Frank James,’ in its second week 
at the Adams after two weeks at the 
Fox. 





Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
Servant’ (Col) (2d wk). Looking 
for fair $3,800, after $5,000 last week. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—'Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and 
‘Lady Question’ (Col) (2d wk). Esti- 
mates for a full week, including two 
days of ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), 
strong $17,000. Last week hit same 
figure. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
30-40-55 )\—Want Divorce’ (Par) with 
Charlie Barnet band and Ray Bolger 
on stage. Will lead town with choice 
$26,000. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) and ‘We Are Young’ (M-G), 
good $16,000. 

Paims-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 30-40-55) —‘Rhythm River’ (Par) 
and ‘Way Flesh’ (Par). Former pic- 
ture moved over after week at Mich- 
igan, and will stay up with estimated 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Drive Night’ 


250. sensational. | (WB) and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), 


also moveover from Michigan, okay. 
O.k. $7,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) (2,» 
000; 30-50-75) —‘Boom Town’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). This one keeps clicking 
right along, with $19,000 coming up 
after $16,000 last week and a magnifi- 
cent $21,000 in its first. 


HAWK’, $9,200, 
OMAHA CLICK 


Omaha, Sept. 10. 
is leading the pa- 
rade in downtown Omaha at ad- 
anced prices and_ single-featured. 
Biggest front flash since the ‘Union 
Pacific’ world premiere and heavy 
newspaper space brought the crowds 
from the jumpoff and a second week 
is already set. 

"He Stayed for Breakfast.” at 
Brandeis, will also be above normal, 
Ditto ‘The Sea Hawk,’ at Orpheum. 

All figures are considerably above 
the slump of last week and the rea- 
son is not hard to find—better pic- 
tures. 

Estimates for This Week 








‘Boom Town’ 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-40- 
55)—*Boom Town’ (M-G). Big $13,- 
500. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 


(Par) and “Those Days’ (Par), $8,- 
500, fair. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) 
and ‘Millionaires Prison’ (Col). Very 
good $6,500. Last week, ‘Lucky 
Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Military Acad- 
emy’ (Col), fair $5,600. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- 


40)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th). Good $9,200. Last 
week, ‘Man Married’ (20th) and 


‘Round Mountain’ 
$8,300. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep) and ‘Tom 
Brown’ (RKO), split with ‘Lucky 
Cisco Kid’ (20th), ‘Ann Windy Pop- 
lars’ (RKO) and ‘Alias Deacon’ ‘U). 


(Par), just fair 


Fair $1,500. Last week, ‘Scatter- 
brain’ (Rep) and ‘God’s Country’ 
(Rep), split with ‘Brother Orchid’ 
(WB) and ‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G), 
fair $1,700. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20- 
25)—‘Rocky Mt. Ranger’ (Rep), 


‘Wagons West’ (Rep) and ‘Boys City’ 
(Mono), split three ways with ‘Old 
Caliente’ (Rep), ‘From City’ (RKO) 
and ‘Rancho Grande’ (Rep), tripler, 
and ‘Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (20th). Ordinary $1,400. 
Last week, ‘King Lumberjacks’ 
(WB) and ‘Earl Pendlestone’ (Rep), 
triple split with ‘On Spot’ (Mono), 
‘Texas Steers’ (Rep) and ‘Man Mon- 
terey’ (WB), and ‘Millionaire Play- 
boy’ (RKO) and ‘Full Confession’ 
(RKO), ditto. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-600-300; 25) — ‘Orchid’ 
(WB) and ‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G), 
split with ‘Women War’ (Rep), 
‘Wagons West’ (Rep) and ‘Ann 
Windy Poplars’ (RKO). Nice $1,- 


| 400. Last week, ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) 


first-run and ‘God’s Country’ (Rep), 
split with ‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and 


‘‘Tom Brown’ (RKO), good $1,500. 
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HELD OVER! 


ADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


AND SCORES OF OTHER THEATRES 
ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 
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Lawrence (Metro) and Lange (Par) 
Want to Return to Europe Shortly: 
All Cos. Liquidating Foreign Biz 


With Hitler's occupation of the 
Jow countries and France, he vir- 
tually wiped out all U. S. film distri- | 
bution and so severely dislocated all 
distributor setups that just now the 
major U. S. companies are mapping 
plans to adjust their setups to new | 
Main task will be that | 
company business 


conditions. 
of liquidating 


where Hitler controls the territory. | 


First European manager to start 
liquidation process is Ludwig 
(‘Laudy’) Lawrence, Metro’s Euro- 
pean head, now in N. Y. He plans 
to leave for Paris some time this 


week. Fred Lange, Paramount's 
European chief, also in New York, 
may likewise shove off soon for 
France for the same purpose. 


Another task naturally will be the | 


realignment of key managers abroad 
and to give new assignments to Eu- 
ropean managers. Bulk of these 
major company managers presently 
are in New York. Some may be 
held in the N. Y. home office or 
other sections of the domestic de- 
partment, while others likely wili be 
given the task of developing busi- 
ness in laggard foreign territories. 
Ace managing directors were in the 
European spots, and consequently 
shifts will be to new vital posts. In 
the meantime, these European man- 
egers are marking time and hoping 
for the best but knowing little about 
where they will be transferred. 


May Shift Later 


Foreign chiefs in New York see 
no immediate chance of getting back 
into territories where the German 
government has taken over and 
halted American company distribu- 
tion. Later, a more co-operative at- 
titude may be adopted by the Nazis, 
especially if German product fails to 
satisfy. But until that is done, all 
the German-controlled districts have 
been written off the operating setup 
of U. S. companies. 


Lawrence still has active Metro 
distribution in Sweden, Finland, 
Switzerland, Portugal and Spain, 
and also manages India, the Near 
East and much of Africa besides 
strictly European countries. His 


meagre business coming from un- 
occupied areas of France. Koenig, 


|who was in Holland at the time the 


Germans started their trek through 


‘the Lowlands, got from Brussels to 


Paris by riding a bicycle. Alex 


' Stein, Columbia’s European chief, is 


some place in Europe, according to 
word at the N, Y. office. 

Arthur Field, who had charge of 
Metro's synchronization studio in 
Paris, and was general aide to Law- 
rence, presently is in Hollywood, 


US-S, America 
* Good Will Helped 
By Stoki’s Tour 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 10. 
There's no such thing down here 
as a Gallup Poll, and so getting the 
reaction of Mr. and Mrs. Juan Publi- 
co, especially in show biz, is some- 
thing that’s still in the guess-the- 
beans-in-the-barrel stage. 


However, readers were asked by 
this correspondent to pitch in with 
reactions on Stokowski’s good-will 
tour. It was the first time such a 
stunt had been tried. The response 
was terrific. Letters came from all 
over Argentina—although the orch 
played only B. A. and Rosario; from 
| Uruguay (they played three concerts 
in Montevideo) and from distant 
| Paraguay, Chile, and Bolivia, where 
ae orchestra was heard only by air. 


Although necessarily not complete, 
| the results helped give the orchestra 
|} management the incentive to sched- 
lule four additional pop-price concerts 
|and caused Stokowski to arrange an 
|all-request program, also the first 
|time such a thing had been done 
|here. All of which indicates the 
| tremendous good will achieved on 
| the Pan-American angle, a factor 
also true to the recent ._Toscanini- 
| NBC orch tour. 














‘Stoki’ Is Simpler 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 10. 

The name of Stokowski seems 
to have given South Americans 
no end of trouble. Leopold was 
changed to Leopoldo on all bill- 
ing and the press spelled his 
name Stokowsky and Stokovski. 
General pronunciation was Tuh- 
cock-ee, 

Maestro himself became quite 
fond of the local manhandling of 
his moniker and often joked with 
orchestra members about it. 


S.A. THEATRE 
NEED HITS US. 


Only long-range planning and fur- 














bring the anticipated upbeat in U. S. 
film business Latin-American 
countries, according to belief of pic- 
ture company foreign department 


executives recently in South Amer- 
ica. While there has been a slight 


in 








liquidation will cover France, Bel- | Total cost to the orchestra was five 
Bee eis hes ieee [eet ee eee © 
S|show what can be done here with an 
been ordered to halt distribution. |jgea that in the States might be 
Sania _ sad headquarter in | passed over as old stuff. 
pene nig — — | Many of the writers said they 
hwy _ Miggins, 20th-Fox European thought the visit would result in the 
chief, is at the home office waiting | formation of youth orchestras here. 
mad orders but probably will make| Adverse letters were about 2% of 
aglow eee home in Manhattan the total, which is about as good as 
+e gg dle aged ee field.! any plebiscite ballot-counter could 
illie . Morgan, company’s man-| \ icp. 
aging director for Belgium, France| 
and Switzerland under Miggins, | 


reached N. Y. about 10 days ago. He} ° ° ° 

was one of the last U. S. film officials | English Coin Tied Up 

to quit Bordeaux being in the| e 

French town when it was bombed | By Nazis Insured In 

by Nazis. Morgan has been in Lis- | 

bon, keeping in touch with develop- | 

ments in France as best he could. 
Also of the 20th-Fox contingent ‘ 

presently in New York are Dell) London, Aug. 27. 

Goodman, Far East managing di-| Film exporters operating with 

rector, from Shanghai, and Otto W.) British product come in for a finan- 


Bolle, in charge of operations in! cial break following announcement | 
South Africa. If Japan is lost to! government will advance a sum up 
American companies, Goodman’s to 50% against coin tied up in Nazi- 


territory may be changed to include) invaded lands. Exporters are to file 
countries outside the strictly Far| their claims with a committee on 


East region. outstanding debts. 
Schless Still in U. S. Latter body will advance the per- 
Robert Schless, Warner’ Bros.| centage, via a loan, due for repay- 


managing director for Europe, who| ment six months after war termina- | 


was in U. S. for the domestic sales | tion. 

convention when the blitz swept) Fifteen territories have been listed 
through France, has been hoping for | hy government, including the channel 
weeks to get back and take charge) jcjands. 

but has been held at the home office 
in N. Y. Schiess wanted to return 
to Europe as soon as the armistice 
was signatured between France and 
the Axis powers but apparently was 
ordered to stay here until a better 
conception of developments is ob- 
tained. 

Reginald Armour, RKO European Sa : 
chief, is headquartering in Lisbon, | . Latest activity of various groupe 
according to latest word, from which| i" film biz is subscription drives 
spot he can go over to France when | for purchase of fighter aircraft, part 
liquidation starts. Arthur Kelly,| °f the war effort. Exhibs and pro- 
United Artists foreign sales chief,; duction groups, all separately con- 
who has charge of Europe for the cerned in the coin-getting urge, were 
company, presently is on the Coast. | 2PPealed to by Arthur Dent, of Asso- 

Ernest Koenig, Universal’s man- | Ciated British Pictures, to get to- 
ager in Europe, still is in Paris| 8¢ther as a body. 
where he has advised that there is| He sees a larger take for the indus- 
no business for American companies try as a cooperated force, able to 
in Nazi-occupied territory and only} account for a squadron of planes, 


BRITISH FILM BIZ AFTER 
FUNDS FOR WAR PLANES 


London, Aug. 27. 








50% Gov't Loan Plan 


|improvement in business in certain 
South American nations, these coun- 
tries are suffering the stalemate 
presently being experienced in this 
country as a result of the war. Their 
European markets are cut off and 
many took a beating with foreign 
bonds. 


Lack of modern theatres in the 
Latin-Americas is the present crying 


need, In the few areas where there 
are any considerable number of 
cinemas, an overseating problem 
exists. In others, where not enough 


first-line theatres are available, dis- 
tributors are unable to get favorable 
rentals, 


While South America and Central 
America have the population and 
size to provide an excellent market, 
it is presently also suffering from a 
dearth of theatres. 

Recent estimates in New York are 
that even with new theatre-building 
programs in South America, it will 
take until 1941 or possibly 1942 be- 
fore any material increase in busi- 
ness is felt in the Latin-Americas by 
American companies, 


British Gov't Aid Plan 
Would Install Non-Pro 
Unit to Eye Pic Prod. 


London, Aug. 27. 











finance bill, providing coin-infusion 
to British pic industry, sees measure 
is a cinch for tieup with a film com- 
mission such as recommended by 
the Moyne report of °38. Body 
would thus have wide powers for 
legislating film-making on this side, 
| covering financial control of the biz 
as well as distribution and exhibitor 
| angle, 


| If any commission is set up along 
|lines suggested by Moyne code, in- 
| tention therein would be for a chair- 
|man and small supporting member- 
ship, none of which would have 
or has had professional or financial 
contact with film production in any 
\ branch. Whether such a_ setup 
would jell with existing pic interests 
today is questionable. 

Reports continue to associate 
name of Eugene Palache, city bank- 
er, with preparations for the gov- 
ernment assistance plan. This re- 


awakening of interest in the measure | 


is held to be due to Board of Trade 
efforts to create a compact bill ready 
for presenting to the house when 
war conditions permit. 


‘Gone’ 80G Cracks 56G 


Jolson Mark, Manchester | 


London, Aug. 27. 

| Metro release of b.o. figures for 
| ‘Gone’ on its Manchester run getting 
| plus going-over by the trade, with 
|zowle comment on record biz pic 
has set up during its 12-week screen- 
ing there at the Gaiety. Pic stays 
indef. 


Selznick pic gross over $80,000, 
smashing figure at $56,000 set up and 


|held till now by Jolson’s ‘Singing 
| Fool.’ be, 
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‘Gone’ Socke in S. Africa 
Cape Town, Aug. 10, 
Agitation against increased prices 
has failed to upset sock business for 
‘Gone With the Wind’ in Johannes- 


_burg, Durban and Cape Town, South 
| Africa, 





ther intensification of promotion will | 


Further viewing of government's | 


Col’s McConville Takes Exception 


To Reports on So. American Market: 
Brazil Paper Reprints Variety Yarn 





New York, Sept. 6. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

VaRIETY, in its issue of July 3 last, 
published an article under the cap- 
tion: ‘Minimizes South American 
Biz” This article referred to the 
high illiteracy rate in South Amer- 
ica which created a bad business 
situation for American motion pic- 
ture companies in that territory. 

The article apparently was quot- 
ing the foreign sales manager of an 
American motion picture company. 
The article further stated: ‘Latter’s 
repudiation of the South American 
market is consistent with that of 
Joe McConville, Columbia Picts’ for- 
eign chief, upon his return of a Latin 
American survey some time ago.’ 

I have never, for publication or 
in conversation off the record, given 
vent to any such expression, nor is 
this a correct interpretation in any 
sense of my views as regards condi- 
tions in South America. 

That the publication of an article 
of this type places me in a false po- 
sition, not only with our organiza- 
tion in South America but with ex- 
hibitors and publications in that ter- 
ritory, is only one of the harmful 
effects that is created. It promotes 
ill feeling on the part of govern- 
ments in South America and creates 
in its final result a hostile attitude 
toward me and toward my company, 
which is ill deserved in as much as 
the article in its entirety as it refers 
to me is completely untrue. 

The fact that the foreign sales 
manager for some other company 
whom you refer to, was guilty of 
such bad taste as to offend the 
people of countries with whom we 
have cordial relations really no 
business of mine. It is obvious from 
| the tenor of this letter that I do not 
| agree with it, nor would I have our 
| friends in South America for one 
moment think that I do. 

On my return from Latin America 
in April I talked casually with a 
number of representatives of Amer- 
ican motion picture trade papers, 
who were gathered at one time to 
talk to me. Resultingly Variety on 
April 17 printed an article under 
the caption: ‘McConville Discredits 
Biz Expansion of VU. S. Film Firms 
in Latin America.’ 

Qualify Statement 


My only statement on that occa- 
sion was to the effect that it was not 
reasonable to expect to retrieve 
| losses being suffered on account of 


is 











|the European War from the South | 


| American market, due to the fact 
|that American film distribution in 
| these Latin Republics was very well 
developed at the present time. 
This same article referred to the 
limited possibilities for distribution 
in certain ‘honky-tonk’ theatres in 
|the interior. 


|}not intend to be construed as a re- 
| flection on South American markets 
| inasmuch as small communities in 
;every part of the world have the- 
|}atres which fall into this identical 
| category. 

The delay in addressing this pro- 
| test to you by reason of the lapse of 
| time from July 3 to the present date 
| is occasioned by the fact that I did 

not see the article, nor did anyone 
'call it to my attention, until I was 
|advised of an article which was 
| printed in O Imnarcial in Rio de 
| Janeiro on Aug. 22. 

Both of these articles taken in as- 
seciation with each other you must 
agree, have so definitely colered and 
misstated both my attitude and my 
expressions, that some effort should 
be made both by me in this appeal 
to you and by Variety in printing 
the content, in all fairness, of this 
| letter. 

Joseph A. McConville, 
Foreign Manager. 

P. S.—I am attaching hereto copy 
of the translation of the article re- 
ceived from Brazil, to which we 
have referred. 





TRANSLATION 
(“O Imparcial’—Thursday, Aug. 
22, 1940) 
How We Are Seen by Our Yankee 
‘Friends’ 
In its edition of July 3, 1940, 


Variety, which is a well-known pa- 
per in all movie circles, published 
on, pg. 15, the following article, which 
we are translating—almost—literal- 
ly, in order that we are not consid- 
ered as ‘tradittore’: 
It Is Due to Illiteracy 

The foreign director of a North 

American company says that the Ar- 





| 





This I certainly did | 


| 





|} accused of burglary. 





gentine and Uruguay have, in spite 
of their higher living standard, » 
bigger average of illiterate people 
than North Carolina, which, with 
her 14.9% has a higher illiteracy 
percentage than any other state. 


Proving His Viewpoint 


The foreign superintendent of one 
of the biggest North American mo- 
tion picture companies declares that 
the high degree of illiteracy is the 
main reason why the North Ameri- 
can film producers’ efforts to com- 
pensate the losses they have in Eu- 
rope by a sales increase in South 
America are in vain, This gentieman 
does not want his name mentioned 
in connection with this declaration, 


However, this repudiation of the 
South American market coincides 
with the opinion of Joe McConville, 
foreign manager of Columbia Pic- 
tures, after the inspection trip he 
made a while ago to Latin America. 


It is not worthwhile, says the first 
mentioned gentleman, to build the- 
atres or to make any additional ef- 
fort in order to increase the reve- 
nues in such countries as Brazil, 
where a part of the population is 
compound of Indian (!). These peo- 
ple are very primitive and not even 
the coming generations will be 
moviegoes, in spite of the fact that 
they are included in the statistics be- 
tween the kind of population with 
which some distributors still count 
for the future. 


The interview is continued by re- 
flexions which justify the subtitle 
of the article, which nearly takes an 
entire column of VaAriery, saying 
that there are more than 15%, illit- 
erate inhabitants in the Argentine 
and Uruguay, although their living 
standard is superior to the North 
American one, where things have 
come to the perfection of having 
only 1% of people unable to read, as 
it is the case in Maine. Proving his 
point of view, he makes a compari- 
son between Baranquilla, in Colom- 
bia, where from 150,000 inhabitants 
only 3,000 are moviegoers, while in 
any North American town there are 
35,000 moviegoers between an equal 
number of inhabitants. 


At the end, this gentleman states 
that ‘pictures,’ the plot of which is 
localized in South America, as for 
instance ‘Down Argentine Way’ or 
‘They Met in Argentina’ have not so 
good results in the South American 
market because the natives (?) do 
not permit that the authors of the 
plots write freely, laughing at the 
pictures which, as they know by ex- 
perience, do not reproduce their 
country with exactitude. 

As ‘mot-de-la-fin’ we want to in- 
formeyou readers of the following: 
This Mr. McConville may have ex- 
amined other South American mar- 
kets, but not ours. His stay in Rio 
was only of eight hours, the time he 
left the steamer on his trip from 
Buenos Aires to New York, as pas- 
senger of one of the Good-Neighbor- 
Fleet boats... 


Therefore, what authority has this 
gentleman to say that a great part 
of the Brazilian population is com- 
pound of Indians? If there is some- 
one to blame, let us first see where- 
from he got these information about 
the ‘natives’ of Brazil. 


CERVANTES’ CHAIN OF 
7 CLOSED BY STRIKE 


Mexico City, Sept. 10. 

Seven cinemas of the Cervantes 
circuit, a local neighborhood chain, 
are closed by a strike to enforce de- 
mands for a 25% wage increase and 
other concessions. The exhibitors 
call the demands eaorbitant. 

The strikers aver that what they 
want is reasonable because the 
cinemas are making so much money. 











Ventro Held In Theft 


Mexico City, Sept. 10. 

Alberto Garcia Dominguez, profes- 
sional Mexican ventriloqfliist who has 
worked in the U. S., is in jail here 
Police say he 
exercised his art to rob a local beer 
parlor of $2,400. 

Dominguez, the cops aver, diverted 
the attention of the woman propri- 
etor while a pretty girl confederate 
looted the safe. 
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“GIVE'EM 
WHAT THEY 
WANT: 


WAS HER MOTTO! 













- And “Tiger-Lily” White, hot- 
stepping star of a flashy girl 
show, had plenty to offer!... 
See her battle for a man with 
the girl who thought talent 
alone was the way to success! 
... Hear her sing the tantaliz- 
ing lyrics of “Mama, What Do 
| Do Now?”’ and ‘‘Jitterbug 
Bite.”...in the most daring, 
most intimate footlight drama 
since “Stage Door.”’ 


VIRGINIA. ‘RALPH 
_FIELD-BELLAM 


MARY CARLISLE - KATHARINE ALEXANDER - EDWARD BROPHY 
-WALTER ABEL - HAROLD HUBER and MARIA QUSPENSKAYA 


HARRY E. EDINGTON—Executive Producer 
Produced by ERICH POMMER -: Directed by DOROTHY ARZNER 


‘Screen Play by Tess Slesinger and Frank Davis : 
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NO TIME FOR COMEDY 


Warner Bros.-First National release of 
Hal B. Wallis production, Stars Jumes 
Stewart and Rosalind Russell; features 
Genevieve Tobin, Charlie Ruggles, Allya 
Jesivn, Clarence Kolb, Louise’ Beavers. 
Tirected by William Keighley. Screenplay 
iv Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein from 
stage play by S. N Behrman; camera, 
Ernie Haller; editor, Owen measne music, 

eo F. Forbsiein. At Strand Y., week 
Sept. 6, "40. Running time, 98 “MINS. 
tiaylor Beterpbrook........ James Stewart 

Linda Esterbrook..... .Rosalind Russell 
Amanda Swift. eee .. Genevieve Tobin 
Philo Swift....-cccsccceess Charles Ruggles 
Morkan Carrell ° .Allyn Joslyn 
Richard Benson.......+-++..-Clarence Kolb 
Clementine. .....ccocescccces Louise Beavers 


inate ecee-6 ks tee ee keen ee J. M. Kerrigan 





Frauk.. eer .Lawrence Grosmith 
Robert she chbabee s Giseeeeneee. Saree 
Caw DIVE s oii sataadveetqeves Frank Faylen 

S. N. Behrman’s Broadway suc- 


cess of two seasons back has been 
transformed by Warner Bros. into 
what is certain to be at least a mod- 
erate screen success of the current 
season. Topped by two of the day's 
best b.o. names, Rosalind Russell and 
James Stewart, ‘No Time __ for 
Comedy’ will have no trouble doing 
medium-strong biz in any situation 
and should do particularly well in 
the metropolitan areas. It’s by no 
means colossal, however, but those 
who expect to find good, ‘satisfactory 
comedy, well-produced and well- 
played, will not be disappointed. 
Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein have 
preserved the adult handling char- 
acteristic of Behrman’s work, have 
kept it absorbing, have written in a 
passable number of laughs, and have 
made a few errors. 

Legiter, produced by the Play- 
wrights Co. starred Katharine Cor- 
nell. Miss Russell, in the same part, 
endows it with skill equal to that of 
her predecessor. Combined with a 
deftness for handling comedy which 
she has well-demonstrated in pre- 
vious offerings and a class type of 
beauty which is plenty well demon- 
strated right here, Miss Russeli has 
emerged as a player of unusual dig- 
nity and authority. Her presence in 
# sequence leaves no doubt that she 
is in a pleasant sort of command. 
Stewart is pretty much the same 
Mr. Smith who went to Washington. 
Cast in a role which was obviously 
tailored to his measure, he is top- 
notch in the characterization of the 
boyish playwright from the sticks 
who arrives in Manhattan with a 
map after detouring by way of the 
Grand Canyon because there was an 
excursion train running there. 

All other members of the cast ex- 
cept one. Genevieve Tobin, are 
equally effective. Set to play the 
fiuffy matron, such a skillfully- 
drawn characterization that only 
equally skillful acting can keep it 
on the right side of the fine line de- 
marcating comedy from burlesque, 
Miss Tobin frequently misses her 
footing. At least part of the blame 
must devolve on William Keighley, 
whose direction otherwise is equal to 
the story. Louise Beavers, playing 
the colored actress-maid, does an ex- 
cellent job and earns a good many of 
the film’s laughs, but is worked just 
a shade too hard to be logical. 
Charlie Ruggles, keeping himself 
well-subdued, and Allyn Joslyn, as a 
cynical legit director, are both bell- 
ringers. 

Except in premise and general as- 
pects, the story wanders somewhat 
astray of the stage play, although not 
objectionably so in view of the 
greater scope naturally available to 
a screen writer, and in only one 
spot does it falter badly. Stewart is 
@ young newspaper reporter from 
the midwest who writes a play in 
which Miss Russell is being starred 
on Broadway. The author is needed 
tao make revisions, which for the 
first time brings him to the big city 
about which he has written so know- 
ingly. He and Miss Russell just nat- 
urally get entangled and enter on 
domestic bliss. In this state Stewart 
authors four comedy successes in 
four years when enter the villainess 
Genevieve Tobin. 

Miss Tobin sees in the young play- 
wright, as she has in scores of other 
attractive men, ‘latent talent.” She 
convinces him he’s wasting time on 
comedy when he could be doing 
great plays and by swallowing this 
mouthwash he not only turns out a 
tragedy—in more ways than one 
but thinks he has fallen for Miss 
Tobin. Ever-loving wifey, in the 
meantime, has taken up with Mi 
Tobin’s husband, Charlie Ruggles, as 
a matter of convenience. Flop of the 


preat drama brings the Russell- 
Stewart combo together again for 
the finale. 

Single spot in which the film 
fumbles badly is, curiously enough 
the dramatic counterpart of what 
the brothers Epstein give in thei: 
story as the cause of the failure of 
‘Stewart's serious effort at plavy- 
wrighting. In the script, people 


laugh at Stewart's tragically-meant 
lines. And in the film itself, audi- 
ence at the Strand, N.Y., guffawed 
at what was written as a dramatic 
scene: Miss Russell sitting in the 
empty theatre after the crowd had 
filed out at the close of Stewart's 
flop offering. applauding him and 
shouting ‘Author’ when he sullenly 
walks onto the darkened stage. 
Aside from that consideration, 
there is also a strange lack of réality 
in the absence of ushers and at- 
tendants in the empty house, which 
makes the whole climactic scene ar- 
tificial. Had the Warner production 
department consulted its exhibition 
associate, it would have at least been 
apprised of the need for a night- 
licht. On the other hand, speaking 
of faithfulness to detail, of interest 
to New York audiences, especially 


those familiar with the legit scene, is 
the reproduction (partly actual 
scenes) of 45th street between Sev- 
enth and Eighth avenues, with the 
Booth. Golden and Plymouth thea- 
tres as the locale of Miss Russell's 
triumph and a glorified version of 
Louis Bergen’s or Ralph's across the 
street as a place for Stewart to douse 


his anguish in champagne. Herb, 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Metro-Goldwyn Mayer release of Milton 
Bren production Stars Wallace Beery 
features leo Carrilie Marjorie Main, Ann 
Rutherfore Joseph Callela. Directed by 
Richard Pho rpe. Sereenplay by Jack Jevne 
Hus Butler: original by Jevne; cam- 
el Cly< e DeVinna: editor, hKobert J 
Kern reviewed at Westwood Village 


Sept, §, '40. Running 84 MINS. 


time, 


» ae rr Wallace Beery 
Pete BETtiRe. .ccecccoseve ‘ Leo Carrillo 
Lucy Kincaid.....ccccccve- Ann Rutherford 
Sergeant Connelly.......0+..++- Lee Bowman 
SOND TUONO. o rsaveeso nen’ Joseph Cafleia 
Jimnmer Tientd..odcccbcosece Bobs Watson 
General Custer. .ccccccoses> ...Paul Kelly 
BOTT cc obeberesesesonsocs Henry Travers 
BEGINS). oc cccsevececsescec meer setie Bain | 


This is a typical 
starrer, parading his familiar tricks 
of mugging, smirking and shrugging 
while holding most of the footage in 
a moderately interesting tale of the 
early settlement of Wyoming. Satis- 
factory support for the key dualers, 
picture will mainly catch attention of 
Beery followers and action audi- 
ences 


Picture is handicapped by a rather 


innocuous story that fails to arouse 
more than passing interest. Several 


dull and tedious sequences slow the 
pace down to walk, and in these 
spots Beery alone is able to bridge 
the gaps of action. Extensive cut- 
ting would help materially. 
Mustered out of the army. Beery 
teams up with Leo Carrillo for 
banditry and train robbery in Mis- 
souri, moving westward into 
Wyoming. He becomes protector of 
the children of a murdered rancher, 
and sticks around long enough to 


single-handedly clean out a tough) 


gang of cattle bandits headed by Jo- 
seph Calleia. In addition to plenty 
of Deadwood Dick gunplay on the 
part of Beery, scripters inject pyro- 
technics of an Indian attack on the 
ranches for an old-fashioned battle 
a la Elderbrush Gulch (early D. W. 
Griffith), 

Cast is adequately set up. although 
Carrillo is handicapped by script 
limitations that see him on briefly 
at start and finish. Marjorie Main 
highlights with a strong performance 
as the village smithy who forces her 
romantic attentions on the renegade 
Beery. 
erford team up for minor 
passages, while little Bobs 
pairs off with Beery in 
tough guy-kid affections. 

Picture carries plenty of 
values, with exteriors adding much 
to production values, Walt. 


CITY FOR CONQUEST 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Warner Bros. release of Anatole Litvak 
production; William Cagney associate pru- 
James Cagney and Ann Sheri- 


Watson 
familiar 


;ucel Stars 


lan; features Frank Craven, Donald Crisp, 
Is ik McHugh Arthur Kennedy, George 
lo is jerome Cowan. Directed by J.itvak. 
Screenplay by John Wexley from novel by 
{ben Kandel; camer Sol Polito; editor, 
William Holmes; asst. director, Chuck 
H en: music Max Steiner: dialog di- 
Irving Rapper. Previewed at WR 
H ood Sept. 9, '40 Running time, 105 
MINS. 
1) Kenny a Tr James Cagney 
] N eh . Ann Sheridan 
Ser urere cere Tee i nk Craven 
ce McPherson....eee: D ld Crisp 
i MO . cctcendebeses Arthu Kennedy 
SEs «246k eiewees ose Frank McHugh 
Pinks co cesecncseocecs tyseorge Tobias 
Mirs ff) Barer re eee Blanche Yurka 
PR 6.3165 va Men deeeeeeRs Elia Kazan 
RUrray Burts, ciccsccesc Anth Quinn 
( lan vee. eee os Hob Steele 
‘Goldie Pee PRAT George Lloyd 
To live in New York you have to 
have ambition and fortitude against 
all odds, and battle it through when 
the going is toughest. That’s the 
basic theme of ‘City for Conquest,’ 
starring James Cagney and Ann 
Sheridan, ably scripted by John Wex- 
ley and deftly directed by Anatole 
Litvak from Aben Kandel’s novel. 
Picture carries plenty of dramatic 
punch and interesting entertainment 


to make it 


as a bi 


profitable 
lliopper in the 
sequents, 


boxoffice 
kevs 


fare 
and sub- 

Marquee strength of Cagney- 
Sheridan will attract customers from 
opening davs. Picture is natural for 
who troupes through role of 
illing prizefighter in vigorous 
taking the tough breaks of 
blindness with heroic 


Cagne\ ’ 
an unw 
fashion, 
partial 


cour- 
age It’s Cagney all the way, but 
aided considerably by Miss Sheridan 


for romance, plus two newcomers to 


films from the stage, Arthur Ken- 
nedy and Elia Kazan, who indicate 
they will stick around Hollywood 


some time. 

Picture opens with a brief prolog 
of Forsythe and Delancey streets in 
New York, with resourceful Cagney 
as a kid in love with Sheridan. 
Later, Cagney turns down a profes- 
sional boxing career to become a 
truck driver. but takes on a fight to 
1elp pay the musical tuition of 
brother Arthur Kennedy. Then 
when Miss Sheridan goes into profes- 
sional dancing with a slick partner, 
Anthony Quinn, and headed for big 
time, Cagney takes buildup for wel- 
terweight crown and fights champ 
who deliberately blinds him in a 
fight with resin gloves. Musical 
genius Kennedy conducts the Car- 
negie Symp! {oO sI while the 


lOnN iCCessS 


Wallace Beery 


j}appeal and will easily hit the mark | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘No Time for Comedy’ (WB), 
Good filmization of S. N. Behr- 
man’s stage hit, with Rosalind 
Russell and James Stewart. 

‘Wyoming’ (M-G) Wallace 
Beery starred in wild western 
of moderate rating. Will satisfy 
Beery fans and action audiences. 

‘City for Conquest’ (WB). OK 
Cagney-Sheridan starrer. 

(Par). 

maxXi- 
general 


‘Rangers of Fortune’ 
Super-western carrying 
mum entertainment for 
audiences. 

‘Hired Wife’ ‘(U) 
boss theme dressed up with 
sparkling situations and lines. 
Diverting entertainment. 

‘Black Diamond’ ‘(U) 
Arlen, Andy Devine in swift- 
moving meller of coal mines; 
strong dual fare. 

‘Girl From Havana’ (Rep). In- 
ferior dualer dealing with oil- 
drilling and fifth columnists in 
South America. 


Secretary- 


Richard 


‘Marked Men’ (Prod). Quickie 
meller designed for dual con- 


sumption. 








partially-blind brother operates a 
newsstand eround Times Square and 
clinches with Miss Sheridan who now 
understands real love. 


Picture is chockful of drama and | 


sentimentality 
in big way. 


that fans will go for 
It's keyed for general 


intended. Idea of Kennedy conduct- 
ing a Carnegie symphony of his own 
composition (which consumes around 
seven minutes’ near the finish) is 
reminiscent of the George Gershwin 


|factual event of several years ago 
(when another East Side boy}! 
clicked ). 

Craven is also brought in, as a 


Lee Bowman and Ann Ruth-! 
romantic 


scenic | 


book character, commenting on the 


characters and events as in ‘Our 
Town.’ 

Cagney puts plenty of zest and 
vigor into his characterization, 


carefully shading romantic passages 
for utmost in audience attention. 
Miss Sheridan is excellent as the 
girl, displaying dancing -abilities in 
several ballroom numbers’ with 
Quinn. Kennedy and Kazan 


ald Crisp, Frank McHugh in a non- 
comedic role, Patrick and Compton. 
Walt. 


Rangers of Fortune 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Paramount release of Dale Van Every 
production Features Fred MacMurray, 
Albert Dekker, Gilbert Roland, Patricia 
| Morison Joseph Schildkraut, Dick Foran, 
Betty Brewer. Directed by Sam Wood, 
Original screenplay by Frank Butler: cam- 
era, Theodor Sparkuhl; editor, Eda War- 
ren; asst. director, George Hippard, Pre- 
viewed at Paramount, I. A., Sept. 4, ‘40. 
Running time, 79 MINS, 
Gil Farr ; Fred MacMurray 
George Bird ‘ . Albert Dekker 
Peer ours Gilbert Roland 
Sharon Me‘ loud........ Patrici Morison 
Lewis Rebstock........ Joseph lildkraut 
sommny COO. .<iciciccene > Dick Foran 
Mary Elizabeth..............Betty Brewer 
err rs Athu Allen 
rrr ee Benad Nedell 
Home Clayborn.....ccceces Prandon Tynan 
Ce DES ont ca cuaaense Minor Watson 
Caress Rosa Turich 
Here is a lusty and adventurous 


western of topnotch rating in its field, 
Crackerjack combo of scripting, di- 
recting and acting lifts a familiar tale 
of three good-bad men into the su- 
perwestern brackets ‘Rangers of 
Fortune’ is actionful and exciting in 
lis entirety, and will hit profitable 
biz in the regular runs as top attrac- 
tion, although will score its best in 
the subsequent runs and_ family 
houses on both its basic premise and 
favorable comment, 

Sam Wood invested 


the yarn with 


/some excellent comedy highlights in 


addition to the regulation ingredients 


of gunplay, action, fights, etc., that 
regularly constitute a western pic- 
ture. 

Noteworthy are two sterling per- 
formances that will lift Albert Dek- 
ker and little Betty Brewer to at- 
tention. Dekker. as a slug-ugly pug 
who still carries dynamite in his 
mitts, provides plenty of comedy 
with his fistic antics Newcomer 


getty Brewer, 13, is 
covery for future 
roles off her most 
formance here. 
Escaping a firing squad after con- 
viction of border gun-running, the 


a substantial dis- 
child dramatic 
persuasive per- 


strange trio of Fred MacMurray, 
Dekker and Gilbert Roland wheel 
|into the southwest town of Santa 


|Marta to become protectors of the 


| laws. 


|ther episodes in 


youngster, Miss Brewer, and the set- 
tlers who are beset by a band of out- 
While cleaning up the gun- 
men and providing law and order for 
the settlement, they have plenty of 
fun and excitement, make love ef- 
fectually, and finally ride off in 
search of new and greater adven- 
tures. Finish provides Paramount 
with opportunity for contniuing fur- 
the lives of the | 


i three dashing bad men, and when re- 


turns are all in, producer will un- 
doubtedly take advantage of the fact | 
and aim for a sequel. 

Although Dekker and little Miss 
Brewer spotlight the cast, MacMur- 


ray and Roland provide streng char- 


high- | 
| light in support which includes Don- | 


Adams, 


facterizations in their respective roles. 
Patricia Morison 


romantie interest; Dick Foran clicks 


las a young settler; and Joseph Schild- | Rep 
the major | 


kraut capably handles 
heavy assignment. 


HIRED WIFE 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 


Walt. 


T'niversal release of William A Seiter 
production; associate producer, Glenn 
Tryon Stars Kosalind Kussell, Brian 
Aherne, Virginia Eruce; features Robert 

John Carroll, Hobart Cavanaugh, 


} Benchiley, 
Ri 


hard Lane Directed by William A, 





| Seiter Sereenplay by Richard Connell 
| and Gladys Lehman, based on original by 
| George Beck: camera, Milton Krasner; edi- 
}tor, Milton Carruth; asst. director \ aug! hn 
| Paul. Previewed at Pantages Sept. 3, ‘40. 
| Running time, 95 MINS, 
| Kendal Browning Rosalind Russell 
Stephen Dexter ‘ “ Brian Aherne 
| Phyllis Walden.... ‘ Virginia Bruce 
WOO OMe cece ccesdvcossne Robert Benchley 
| Jose... oaveees Jonn Carroll 
WEA... cceccccnses Hobart Cavanaugh 
OS Serer ey ery ee Ric hard Lane 
Mumford een ned 45640686 William Davidson 
So oc Oe Leonard Carey 
| PEOOM « coccccscce cubes steey Selmer Jackson 
EMQHMOP. .ccccccccceccencs Williafh Halligan 
PG. thatch ees ce eeevee CLEOVGE Humbert 
BOs SO eee ....- Virginia Brissaec 
D PE ng 6s 5400.062 660086 Chester Clute 


The familiar tale of secretary- 
/loves-boss is embellished with neatly 
contrived situations and == smartly 
| written dialog, aided considerably by 
lexpert direction by William A. 
| Seiter, carrving the advantage of ex- 
|eellent casting throughout. ‘Hired 
Wife,’ as a result, is a brightly di- 
|verting bundle of entertainment that 
‘will hold its own for profitable biz 
in both keys and subsequents for the 
adult trade. Starring trio of Rosa- 
|lind Russell, Brian Aherne and Vir- 


| 
| 


|quee strength for the getaway. and 
|favorable comment will lift the b. o 
take. 

Miss Russell is the thoroughly ef- 
ficient sec who foresees every busi- 
ness and romantic mood of her boss, 
;and lays plans accordingly. Natu- 
rally she’s 
thinking cement tycoon, who an- 
nually gets tangled in amorous af- | 
\fairs that wind up in the eventual | 
payoffs. Aherne (the boss) starts his 
spring flirtation with a beauteous ad- ' 
vertising model, Miss Bruce. But 
when he has to execute a quick mar- 


riage to put his business and assets | 


in a wife’s name, Miss Russell 
schemes to become the eloping bride 
of convenience. Fronf there in, it’s 
a rapid crossfire of conflict and 
bickering between the pair, until] the 
obvious clinch after Latin-lover John 
Carroll has nabbed the affections of 
Miss Bruce 

Picture unwinds at a steady and 
zippy pace and, although based on 
a familiar plot, nevertheless main- 
‘tains interest with its display of 
| sparkling situations and lines set up 
to maximum advantage. 

Rosalind Russell turns in a corking 
performance as the secretary, al- 
though at times she is over-directed 
to become too smart and cynical in 
her maneuverings of the boss’ desti- 
nies. Aherne carries responsibility 
of the unwilling benedict with neat 
reserve. Miss Bruce is provided with 
a new type of role as the blonde 
siren, and delivers effectively, while 
Carroll capably assumes the _ por- 
trayal of the Latin lover 

Robert Benchley, as the scatter- 
brain attorney wandering in and out 
of the picture at frequent intervals, 
delivers some topnotch comedy mo- 
ments. His sleep mutterings and 
snoring sequences are highlights de- 


livered in typical style. Walt, 
BLACK DIAMONDS 
U “eo release of Ben r produc 
tic Stars Ri hard Arien fes-~ Devine: 





featebee Kathryn Adams, Mary Treen, Paul 


Fix, Directed by Christy Cabanne Orig 
nal story by Sam Robins: screenplay by 
(Clarence Upson Youne and Sam Robins: 
camer William Sickner At Rialto, N.Y 
week Sept. 7, '40 Running time, 60 MINS. 
Walter Norton... i... céaccc¥% »-Richard Arlen 
Barney Tolliver........... Andy Devine 
Lande Connor ...+iseace Bees Kathryn Adams 
Nina Norton........ otanbeesed od Marv ‘Treen 
od a ee Paul Fix 
So, ee cccvccccceef ut Flaherty 
oo ee ere eee ~ ude \ilen 
APORIS CORGOF. i eccccccseseeetss ‘iff Clark 
Richard Arlen and Andy Devine 


have been teamed up with excellent 


results in this melodrama of coal 
miners. Result is lots more satisfy- 
ing than story would indicate. ‘Black 


Diamonds’ is primed for duals where 
it will prove strong support, despite 
a lack-lustre title. 


Plot centers about the rugged 
battle a newspaper reporter wages 
while home on visit to remedy 
‘deathtrap’ working conditions in the | 
mines. It is a tale that has been told 


many times previously 
ries several new twists. 

While Clarence U. Young and S 
Robins have scripted an actionful 
| story from Robins’ original, it is the 
original .direction and pace main- 
{tained by Christy Cabanne which 
gives the film its socko appeal. He’s 
accorded the production a _ pace 
worthy of a better story. 

Arlen turns in one of his smoother 
performances as the newspaperman 
turned amateur mine 
when his dad is injured by 
Devine, still plenty plump. proves an 
excellent pal as the miner in love 
with Arlen’s sister. Also he chips 
in with plenty humor. Kathryn 
cast as the scribe’s sweet- 
heart, hints of real screen possibili- 
‘ties, tieing in looks with trim acting. 
| Mary Treen, as his sister, again has 


but this 


Car- 


5am 


one of those typical comedienne 
lroles she has developed recently. 
|Paul Fix, Pat Flisherty and Cliff 
Clark head th~ ' ting cast. 
! Wear. 


ginia Bruce provide adequate mar- | 


in love with the slow- | 


is acceptable tf. GIRL FROM HAVANA 


(WITH SONGS) 
ublic release of Robert North yr- 
duction Directed by [Law Landers. Screen. 
play, Karl Brown; additional dialog, M,j- 
lcolm Stuart Boyland; camera, Ernest Mj)- 
ljler; editer, William Morgan; song: lule 
Sivyne, George R, Brown, Sol Mever jsie 


cal director, Cy Feuer Reviewed in Pro- 
fection Room, N, Y., Sept. 5, ‘40 Kiunning 
time, 69 MINS, 

Woody Davis..-... ossereses Dennis O' Ree fe 
HIAVADR s ccc cceccecessocecesdés Claire Cay 
Tex MOOre. ccccccocccscccevecsess Vietor J 
CRMs ccc cccascetes coe eceescces Steffi | 
Tubby Waters. .cccccccscccess Gordon Jones 
Cort., - os P Hradleyv Pipe 
Hi irrigan oe beseeoeéed Addison Richards 
Ce. SRS. cicuceewess Abner Biber ' 
PUG. 6. be veaeoseceseunses William halinunads 
DVEMOV...cccccccccccccseses Trevor DPardette 
MaNGOl. cccccccccecesescsees .. Jay Nove 
PEON. cococcessecneeesescces Frank Loektecs 


The original premise that ushered 
Metro’s ‘Boom Town’ to boxoffice 
prominence should have reverse re- 
sults in Republic’s ‘The Girl from 
Havana.’ Throwing in a little fifth 
columnist stuff to add to the origi- 
nal idea of oil drilling in South 
America, ‘Girl from Havena’ has 
enough action for the youngsters, 
but to more adult minds it won't gar- 
ner much favorable response. 

Republic has given Claire Carl- 
ton, former legiter who is increasing- 
ly being likened to Jean Harlow in 
looks and mannerisms, her first role 
of note, and though she shows little 
in the way of acting ability her 
blonde personality and ability to put 
over a song exceed the aforemen- 
tioned. The character as written, 
however, is inconsistent. 

Lew Landers’ directorial pacing is 
spotty, being particularly notable in 
the insertion of the musical se- 
quences. However, Miss Carlton's 
warbling of the title song eliminates 
that factor to some extent, but not so 
in the singing by Steffi Duna of 
‘Querido, Take Me Tonight,’ a nonde- 
script native tune. 


This stenciled edition deals with 
two oil-drilling pals (O'Keefe and 


Victor Jory), who go for the same 
dame (Miss Carlton)—veah, again!-— 
but the ultimate victory of O'Keefe 
following several situations in which 


he finds himself as a member of a 
gun-running outfit supplving insur- 


gents. Rest of the cast is generally 
Okay. 


MARKED MEN 


Producers Releasing Corp. 
mund Neufeld production, 
ren Hull and Isabel Jewell Directed by 
Sherman Scott. Original by Harold Greene 
screenplay, George Bricker: «¢ 
Geenhalgh; editor, Holbrook N 


release of Sige 


Features Wuar- 


mera, Jack 
Todd At 


Strand, Brooklyn, week Sept. 6, ‘4, dual 
Running time, 63 MINS 

bt SPP rrr re rere re Warren Hult 
linda Harkness.......... Isabel Jewell 
Re rr John Dilser 
POW Ds 6 6s 05 0eees ous . Peul Bryar 
Ceareee BiOGMO. ccoccscves Charles Williams 
PES. TREE. cadences cece Lyle Clement 
Marvin .Budd L. Buster 
RN 6 6 64045460 aneeons ‘ Al St. John 
EE «en Gob 60h o Bab an Eddie "Fe therstone 
i FO Ae ee ca Ted Erwin 
Dis cceeteewenoest et ‘ 4rt Miles 
Gray Shadow The Dog Welt 


Passably exciting, melodramatic 
Story herewith is bungled by quickie 
production methods, inept acting 
and poor direction. Result is wobbly 
dual fare which won't cause b.o. ex- 
citement on any twin bill. 

The familiar yarn of the innocently 


convicted man who is blamed for a 
fatal prison break when gangsters 
frame him eventually sees the 
framed man exonerate himself He 
does this by takir~+ the five mob- 
sters on a long trek (supposedly to 
escape the sheriff's posse after a 
bank robbery) through the hot sands 


of an Arizona desert. This twist is 
not developed until the final footage 
and even then 


appears as an after- 
thought which never gets. the 
dramatization it deserves. 

Warren Hull, as the ‘marked man’ 


seeking to prove his innocence, is 
fairly good during episodes with the 
mobsters out on the desert wastes. 
Previously, as the escaped con, striv- 
ine to begin life anew, he is not s0 
good. Isabel Jewell, as the village 
doctor’s daughter who falls in love 
with the stranger, is a disappoint- 
ment throughout. Paul Bryar. head- 
ing the support as the gang leader, 
is convincing most of the time. 
Gray Shadow, police dog. proves as 
interesting as some of other actors 
Wear. 


Jobs Back Assured Al 


Interstate’s Soldiers 


Fort Worth, Sept. 10. 
Security of their jobs and financial 
assistance for those who need it has 
been promised employees of the two 


| largest theatre chains in Texas who 


investigator | 
a blast. | 


enter military service for 
defense. Karl Hoblitzelle. head of 
Interstate Theatres, Inc., and Texas 
Consolidated Theatres, Inc., has ad- 
vised all employees that their jobs 
will be waiting for them when they 
return, 

The policy is applicable to ai] em- 
ployees, whether they are called out 
with the National Guard, enlist vel- 
untarily, or are conscripted. 

The company’s aim, Hobliizelle 
declares on posters placed in man- 
agers’ offices and ushers’ dressing 
rooms, will be to see that none of its 


national 


employees who answer their coun- 
try’s call undergoes financial hara- 


ship during their training period. 
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T UP THE 
OLD BOX OFFICE! 





[t’s LAUGH-POWER plus NAME-POWER 
to make TICKET-SELLING POWER! 


It's This season's comedy hit! 
It's This year's MONEY show! 








} / 





UNIVERSAL presents 
ROSALIND BRIAN 


RUSSELL ‘AHERN 
“VIRGINIA BRUCE 


Wife 


ROBERT JOHN 


*BENCHLEY «CARROLL 


Hobart CAVANAUGH Richard LANE 
Produced and Directed by WILLIAM A, SEITER 


Based on an Original Story by George Beck 
Screenplay by RICHARD CONNELL, GLADYS LEHMAN fi 
Associate Producer: GLENN TRYON 


NATIONAL RELEASE 
SEPT. 13th 
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Wolcott (Indie) and Wilby (Par) 


Give Divergent Views on Decree 


From the large group of briefs, letters and complaints sent to Aitorney | 
General Jackson, urging him to re-consider the proposed terms of settle- | 


ment by consent decree of the film 


anti-trust casé, VARIETY has selected 


two dissenting views as typical of many. 
First of these was prepared by Robert Wilby, head of Wilby-Kincey thea- 
tre enterprises, anc chairman of the southeastern group of Paramount part- 


ners who are opposed to the terms of 


the decree. Wilby insists that all the 


evils alleged to exist under the current blockbooking and blind selling 
method of distribution are intensified and legalized by the five-picture 


group scheme contained in ihe conse 


Leo F. Wolcott, president of Allied Theatre Owners of Iowa-Nebraska, | 


nt decree, 


Inc., declares that unless the sales provisions in the decree are modified so 


as to permit cancellation up to 25%, 


‘the selling and showing of many un- 


worthy pictures will be sanctioned by the Government.’ 


By LEO F. WOLCOTT 


Regarding the proposed Consent 
Decree settlement 
ment’s suit against the motion pic- 
ture monopoly as per the draft dated 
Aug. 3, it is the firm belief of this 
organization that little if anything 
will be accomplished by its adoption 
toward elimination or control of this 
monopoly or of the many unfair 
trade practices to which the thou- 
sands of independent theatres are 
subject. 


We agree in principle that the sug- 
gestions made by Allied States Asso- 
ciation in their letter to Mr. Arnold 
dated Aug. 15 would somewhat 
strengthen and clarify the proposed 
Decree but we cannot agree even 
then that the proposed Decree will 
improve business conditions in this 
industry. As we view it, this Decree 
leaves so many loopholes of escape 
from its several provisions as to be 
almost impossible to enforce and 
arbitration will be found practically 
unworkable in the multiple and com- 
plex interests of this industry, 


Object Strenuously 
We object strenuously to the pro- 
Vision which would legalize Clear- 
ance and Protection and to that 
which would require feature pic- 
tures to be sold in blocks of not 


more than five without cancellation, | 


after screening in the exchange cen- 
ters. This five-picture selling plan 
would work a real hardship on 
these thousands of smaller town the- 
atres throughout the country which 
use from three to five feature pic- 
tures each week. It would abolish 
any steady source of supply which 
is so necessary to their 
operation. This plan would increase 
the cost of selling pictures many 
times over and would place these 
exhibitors at the complete mercy of 
the distributors. The distributors 
would undoubtedly place one or two 
good pictures in each group and re- 
quire the exhibitor to take the five 
or none. This is a return to enforced 
block booking with a vengeance! 
And would result, we are sure, in 
the showing of many unworthy pic- 


dures which are now eliminated un- | 


der the 10% and 20% cancellation 


privilege. We are also certain the 
increased selling cost would result 


in many of these small theatres clos- 
ing their doors, as their success to- 
day is dependent entirely upon 
bringing quality entertainment to 
the masses of the people at low 
prices. 
Would Lose All the Ground 
We feel certain that existing con- 


ditions allowing 10% and 20% can- 
cellation are far better than any 
condition which would _ entirely 


eliminate the cancellation privilege. | 


As we view it, this proposed Con- 
sent Decree would lose practically 
al] the ground we have gained in the 
Jast several years of intense effort. 
We are sure a 20% to 25% cancella- 
tion from all brackets of the entire 
annual output would be far better 
for all concerned, as it would retain 
the benefits of wholesale selling so 
necessary to successful theatre 
operation and would properly re- 
ward good pictures while allowing 


ample elimination privilege to take | 


care of the unworthy pictures, 

We therefore urgently request that 
the» five-picture selling plan be 
dropped from the proposed Consent 
Decree and that instead a 25%: can- 


cellation privilege from all brackets of disposing of the cheaper pictures | 


of the entire annual output of fea- 
ture pictures be adopted. We cannot 
too strongly urge upon you the tre- 


mendous importance of this provi- | 


sion to the great majority of the- 
atres throughout the country. If we 
must have the five-picture selling 
plan then surely provision will be 
made for a cancellation of five. 
Without this, the selling and show- 
ing of many unworthy pictures will 
be sanctioned by the Government 
and through the Escape Clause, the 
distributors will return to 
enforced block booking in 1942. 


of the Govern- | 


successful | 


full line | 


| By ROBERT WILBY 


Section I 

This section, taken of itself, seems 
‘an effort to meet the demand of 
}some public groups for the elimina- 
tion of so-called ‘blind buying.’ As 
a matter of fact, there is no practical 
!elimination in it excepting for a rela- 
tively small number of exhibitors, 
for the reason that in any given ex- 
change territory the average exhibi- 
,tor lives such a distance from the 
|exchange center where the trade 
| showings will be held that it will be 
|expensive beyond his means to at- 
, tempt to attend such showings. 

If the exhibitor actually does not 
‘buy blind’ it is presumed that he 
| must see the pictures which he buys 
‘and those which he refuses to buy. 
| The very number of films produced 
would make it necessary that he 
spend an impractical amount of time 
| viewing the pictures and spend it at 
| periods selected by the sellers. Prac- 
| Gently then it would probably be 
} 


necessary that he spend time in the 
| exchange center almost as great as 
| the time which he could spend in his 
theatre. 
Involve Additional Capital 

| It developed at the Neely Bill 
| hearings that this cost of trade show- 
_ings before sale would be rather tre- 
| mendous and involve large additional 
amounts of capital for the distribu- 
tor. On the theory that ‘Jones pays 
| the freight,’ the exhibitors of Amer- 
ica would then pay rather large 
sums Of money for trade showings 
| which only a small number of them 
, could attend with regularity or from 
| which they could benefit. Insofar as 
; this section alone is concerned, the 


| expense to the motion picture indus- 
| try, borne largely by exhibitors, with 
ino evident benefit to them or to the 
|public attending theatres. 

In England, where the trade show- 


|ing method of selling without limita- | 


tion on the number of pictures sold 
after trade showing is used, the film 
rentals are said to average about 
|44%, which is almost 50% higher 
than the estimated average in Amer- 
ica. At the same time, the English 
theatres, by and large, are of a 
| poorer type than the American, less 
| progressively operated, generally 
poorer in appointments and comfort. 


pay lower wages, and are operated at | 


| an average admission price consider- 
lably higher than that in America. 
It is at least a fair presumption that 
this is the result of the more expen- 
Sive system of marketing. 
Section Hil 

Section III provides for the maxi- 
mum sale of five pictures in a group. 
The practical effect of this is the 
block sale of five pictures as a group 
and therefore the block booking of 
five pictures. Most of the motion 
picture distributors now readily ad- 
mit their intention so to market their 
film. It is self-evident that the mo- 
tion picture distributor will make up 
his blocks in the manner which will 
be most effective in selling the most 
pictures. He can be expected to put 
one great picture with other weaker 
ones, or two just good ones 


groups so balanced as always to force 
ithe exhibitor to buy that which he 
does not want in order to get that 
which he needs. It is evident that 
that which he does want can be con- 
trolled somewhat by the distributor's 
public advertising, ballyhoo and the 
|like. It seems also that as a means 


| the distributors will go to consider- 
| able ends to build up what might be 
|called a sales leader, so that this 
fixed block of five can well be ex- 
|; pected to have even a greater effect 
; than the present program selling in 
boosting the rather fantastic salaries 
at Hollywood of the now established 
values in this industry. 
be ordinary common sense merchan- 
dising that the distributor can afford 
to pay fabulous sums for a single 
picture if he can with that picture 





which have béen cheaply made and 


net result would be a considerable | 


with | 
three fair ones, or to lock them in| 


It seems to | 


force the sale of four other pictures | 


| Williams’ New Case 


Washington, Sept. 10. 
Paul D. Williams, assistant 
attorney-general, who was trisl 
counsel for the Government in 
the anti-trust suit against major 
film companies, has been as- 
signed to prosecute an anti- 
trust action against a group of 
food companies in Chicago. Fact 
that the film case is being closed 
up by a consent decree between 
| the Government and the defend- 
ant companies, releases Williams 
for other important cases. 
Further legal angles in the 
film suit will be handled by 
' James V. Hayes, Williams’ assist- 
ant, who has been active in the 
settlement negotiations. 








which will not sell on their own 
merits, 

The much criticised ‘block book- 
ing’ has no evil which the sale of 
blocks of five does not accentuate, 
‘and at the same time such blocks 
completely nullify whatever elimi- 
nation of ‘blind buying’ may be in 
Section I. It is clearly of no benefit 
to the buyer to see that which he is 
to buy if he has no opportunity to 
refuse that which he does not want. 
Since he must buy in fixed blocks 
of five, his buying or not buying is 
going to be largely determined by 
the one or two, or at most three 
pictures in that block, so that insofar 
'as the other two are concerned he 
must simply take them in order to 
get that which is essential to the 
/operation of his theatre, and he 
| therefore truly and practically must 
| buy them blind. 

When he has then bought a block 
'of five pictures not of his own selec- 
tion, he will inevitably have on his 
hands some one or two or three 
whose merit does not warrant ex- 
hibition in his theatre at the admis- 
sion prices warranted by the best of 
the group. He then has the choice 
between paying for them and not 
playing them or taking that other 


.evil of double features, whether or | 


not his patrons want this policy. 
The net result of the block of five 
will, from a practical view, make in- 
l'evitable the use of double features 
in those theatres which definitely do 
not desire to play double features 
and which have found it inadvisable 


to play them under the present mar- | 


keting system of the motion picture 
industry. 


Cancellation System 


| Under a cancellation system as 
once existed, an exhibitor could at 
least eliminate the worst 20% of a 
distributor's pictures, without giving 
up any of the better pictures from 
that same distributor. Under this 
proposed: arrangement it will not be 
possible to play all of the best pic- 
|tures from any given distributor un- 
jless the exhibitor play also all of 
the worst. His actual choice in the 
product to play his theatre is then 
greatly lessened, not increased, by 
this method of selling. 


of product from 
j|the theatres, under the proposed 
plan of selling in groups of only 
five, will cause the average age of 


the picture in theatres to be much | 


greater than it now is. Since no 
small part of the public qemand for 
and interest in a picture comes from 
the advertising emanating from its 
early runs — newspaper reviews, 
magazine criticisms, radio comments, 
news through movie commentators 
and all of that—the returns on the 
picture, especially in the smaller 


towns, are going to be lessened, and | 


there must follow some public dis- 
satisfaction because of what the pub- 
lic will 


To a practical. operator of theatres 
this is a 
result than it may seem to one with 
}no practical experience in the opera- 
tion of theatres. 

Don't Eliminate Blocks 

Sections I and III combined actu- 
ally do not eliminate 
and block booking, but instead ac- 
centuate all of the evils which now 
}exist in them, and take away from 
the exhibitor that amount of choice 
'which he has secured through his 
various trade conferences, his rows 
and his battles of the past several 
years. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
‘The Amazing Story of Sergeant 
York’ was shortened to ‘Sergeant 
York’ at Warners. 


‘The Californian’ at 20th-Fox be- 
|comes ‘La Marca Del Zorro’ for the 
| Latin-American trade. 

| “Meet the Fleet’ new tag on ‘An- 
|chors Aweigh’ at Warners. 


‘Beyond Sacramento’ is release tag 
for ‘Ghost Guns’ at Colurnbia. 


The necessarily slower movement | 
the distributor to | 


consider the exhibition of | 
‘old pictures’ by the local theatres. | 


considerably more serious | 


blind buying | 





Consent Decree 


Continued from page 5_ 











| of 20% would please exhibitors more 
than the prohibition of yearly selling 
and the untried scheme of limiting 
| groups to not more than five films, 
/each of which must be completed 
|} and trade-shown before offered for 
| exhibition. Justice department of- 
| ficials contend that the clause as 
| written does not prohibit any ex- 
| hibitor from negotiating for a can- 
| cellation privilege, provided his buy- 
| ing power is strong enough to force 
| his condition on the distributor. 
There remains to be completed, be- 
| fore negotiations with the film com- 
panies are terminated, an agreement 
| on a mandatory clause to be inserted 
lin all film contracts compelling arbi- 
| tration of clearance disputes between 
| competing theatres. No difficulty is 
| anticipated in this connection with 
| theatres owned and operated by the 
| defendant film companies, which are 
parties to the consent decree. There 
are practical difficulties in the way, 
however, for enforcement of arbitra- 
tion on any exhibitor who is a third 
party. Legal advisers of some of 
the protesting groups have contended 
that there is firmer legal ground on 
which to combat the consent decree 
on this point than on hardships which 
‘might arise from the selling clause. 
| Some of the suggestions which 
| have come from exhibitors ask the 
| Justice Department to waive the con- 
| Sent decree and grant a trial period 





| for the trade practice code which! 
' was submitted to the department a. 


| year ago by William F. Rodgers and 

a group of distributors, following 
meetings with exhibitor bodies. 
| nold turned down Rodgers’ proposals 
and declared the provisions were in 
further violation of anti-trust laws. 
The assistant attorney general also 
stated that the only remedy for 
monopolistic practices and the only 
public protection was in 
ment of exhibition from distribution 
and production. Adherents of the 
Rodgers plan insist that the Govern- 
ment, having reserved divorcement 
| action for at least three years, should 
|try Rodgers’ code, which contained 
| cancellation privileges. ranging from 
| 10% to 20%, in the lower rental 
| brackets. Arbitration of industry 
| disputes was in the hands of indus- 
| try workers, under the Rodgers code, 
| whereas the American Arbitration 
| Society will handle claims under the 
new pact. 





NW Allied's Protest 
Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 

Northwest Allied here has sent a 
strongly worded telegram to U. S. 
Attorney General Robert H. Jack- 
son in which it charges that the 
| clause in the consent decree provid- 
| ing for the sale of pictures in blocks 
of five would cause ‘chaos’ in the in- 
|dustry. The telegram states the in- 
| dependents’ ‘unalterable’ opposition 
| to such clause. 
| ‘In addition to affirming the posi- 
tion of the Allied States association's 


| directors, as expressed in their let- | 


ter of Aug. 20, to Hon. T. W. Arnold, 
|further and more studied considera- 
| tion on the part of the Northwest 
| Allied members has resulted in a 
firm and unalterable stand in opposi- 
tion to the sale of pictures in groups 
| of five,’ the telegram to Jackson de- 
clares. 

‘If this clause is adopted, it will 
result only in chaos to the industry, 
multiply and increase blockbooking 
evils, increase film rentals, prevent 
elimination of undesirable pictures 
and work extreme hardships and 
penalties on the small independent 
exhibitors scattered throughout the 
Northwest at great distances from 
Minneapolis distributors’ head- 
quarters.’ 





Junket From Both Coasts 


For ‘Westerner’ Premiere 


| Preem of Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
| Westerner’ at two theatres 
; Worth next Thursday (19) will be 
| attended by a junket of screen names 
|from the Coast and syndicate and 
| newspaper writers from both Holly- 
wood and New York. Newsmen, of- 
ficially, will be guests of the Va- 
riety Club of Dallas, where the pic- 
ture will unreel the day after Ft. 
Worth. Coincident with the Dallas 
showing will be openings in 100 the- 
atres throughout the state. 

Ft. Worth was chosen for the de- 
| but through the plugging of Amon 
Carter, publisher of the Star-Tele- 





Ar- | 


divorce- | 


in Ft. | 


Army Post Cinemas Expected To 
Double Present 400G Rentals 


+ 





Prospect of early passage by Con- 
gress of the Burke-Wadsworth selec. 
tive military service bill, and the 
consequent expansion within a vear's 
time of the present U. S. Army train- 
ing and service personnel to a total 
in excess of 1,500,000 has focused 
attention of army officers to the need 
for enlarged facilities for the ex- 
hibition of motion pictures on Gov- 
ernment reservations, Currently, 
also, film distributors are viewing 
the migration of large numbers of 
civilians to army camps as a prob- 
lem calling for increased film rentals 
to balance losses elsewhere. 

Plans for the construction of new 
and larger film theatres at army 
posts already are tentatively ap- 
proved by the Adjutant General's 
office in the War Department. Many 
of the older and well established 
bases have modern, brick theatres, 
seating 1,500. It is proposed to put 
up even larger auditoriums. These 
will be of temporary construction, 
with a view to enhanced seating ca- 
pacities. Next to sports, films have 
become the soldier's principal form 
of amusement and relaxation. 


80 Post Theaires 


| There are 80 Army Post theatres 
operating at the present time under 
supervision of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral. Renting of films and selection 
of subjects are handled by the WU. S. 
Army Motion Picture Service. which 
maintains offices in Washington, New 
York and territorial army headquar- 
ters. 





Film rental revenues to American 
distributors are about $400,000 annu- 
ally under present conditions. When 
the selective service program gets 
under way and men report in larger 
numbers it is anticipated that the 
rentals will be doubled or trebled. 

Contention for many years on the 
part of exhibitors in situations ¢TOse 
to army posts is that the lowe: 
missions charged to soldiers and 
workers on the reservations have 
been keen competition. Spokesman 
for the Army Service declares, how- 
ever, that all civilians attending post 
theatres are required to pay as much, 


ad- 


or more admission fee than the pre- 
vailing competitive price. Solders 
and members of families living on 


the reservations have the benefit of 
ticket ‘books,’ which bring down ad- 
missions to 14c, 

With the loss of more than 
lion civilian theatregoers and their 
transfer to army posts there seems 
to be sound argument that the dis- 
tributors will be entitled to substan- 


a mil- 


tial increases in film rentals, prob- 
ably through the introduction of 
percentage bookings for the first 
time. Prevailing film rentals are 


from $10 to $25, a charge far below 
the commercial scale. 

Operation of theatres and the 
handling of all funds are supervised 
by the Adjutant General's office. 


Fort Knox Cinema 
Louisville, Sept. 16 
War Department, office of Con- 
structing Quartermaster, Fort Knox, 
Ky., has advertised for bids for new 
1,038-seat theatre at Fort Knox. Re- 
quirement of the bids is that gov- 
ernment wants construction to be 
under way within 90 days of receipt 
of notice to proceed for completion 
of the work. 
Fort Knox is located 30 miles from 
Louisville, and now houses a popula- 
tion numbering several thousand. 


gram there. City’s slogan, 
Where the West Begins, has been 
switched on banners across main 
streets to ‘Out Where the Westerner 
Begins.’ Even radio stations on the 
three major chains are cooperating 
in the exploitation, station breaks on 
the NBC red outlet being announced: 
‘This is KGKO, Ft. Worth, where 
the west begins and where ‘The 
Westerner’ will have its world pre- 
miere with Gary Cooper, Walter 
Brennan and a host of other stars 
in person Sept. 19. 

Those who will fly in from Holly- 
wood include Goldwyn and his 
wife, Gary Cooper and wife, Walter 
| Brennan and Doris Davenport, and 
| writers Hedda Hopper, Sheilah Gra- 
ham, Harriet Parsons, Fred Othman, 
Harrison Carrol] and Paul Harrison. 

Worth and Hollywood theatres. 
where the pic will preem, are upping 
scales to $1.20 top for both orch end 
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JACK L. WARNER, In Chorge of Production 
HAL 8B. WALLIS, Executive Producer 

















Bi 
¢ 

ie 
Sy 
ns 


unas CREM IRETS BoA 





18 §©606PICTURES 


Wednesday, September 11, 1940 





Enjoins Ex-Pard From Reentering 
Theatre Biz; Exchange Briefies 





Detroit, Sept. 10. 
Suit to restrain his former partner 
from building a new theatre in the 
vicinity of those he now operates 


was instituted here by Joseph Stoia, | 


owner of the Midway and Circle. 
The injunction was granted not only 
against Joseph Miskinis, the former 
partner, but also against his wife, 


their son, Joseph, and a_ builder, 
Philip Gorelick. 
In his court contention, Stoia 


charged that his former partner was 
trying to violate the agreement be- 
tween them by building a new the- 
atre, the Carmen, under formal reg- 
ister of Miskinis, Jr., and Gorelick, 
within a half-mile of his Midway. 

He told the court that when he 
and his former partner broke up 
their association several months ago, 
Miskinis had agreed in writing not 
to engage in the theatre business 
within four miles of the two houses 
for five years. 

Drive-in theatres here are going to 
buck right up against old man 
winter. Following a successful sea- 
son, Alden Smith, Detroit manager 
for Mid-West, announced that both 
the East Side and West Side drive- 
ins would stretch out their season 
operating through September and 
October. This in the face of a frigid 
summer and counting on a mild fall. 
The chain will open a third theatre 
here next season among the down- 
river communities. 

New prices went in here on Sept. 
1 at 30c for adults. 





WB Adds 2 More 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 


WB has just acquired two more 
running 
string in Pittsburgh zone to better | the 


houses in this territory, 


than 70 theatres. 


| manager’s berth with Notopoulos cir- 
jcuit in Altoona to join Acme Dis- 
'tributing here. Two other Acme 
ladditions are Joe Kaliski, former 
GN exchange manager here but more 
|recently with UA in Buffalo, and 
| Vincent McHugh, Film Row ok- 
| timer, once a Par salesman. 

George D. Tyson, Harris Amuse- 
ment Co. publicity director, returns 
'to his post here Sept. 23 after an- 
| nual summer leave of absence, which 
|he spends yearly as director of Va- 
riety Showmen’s Jubilee and ‘Miss 
America’ beauty pageant in Atlantic 
City. Tyson has handled the fete for 
six years. During his absence, his 
assistant, Ken Hoel, has been looek- 
ing after Harris advertising. 

Briefies: William L. Brown, former 
Tarentum exhib, has been appointed 
to GOP executive committee of 
Allegheny Co...Max Cransfield at 
the Veterans hospital for an opera- 
tion... Metro Pep Club's wedding 
gift to Sylvia Zeisel was a mix- 
|master and to Thelma Schauer a 
\floor lamp...Samuel S. Hanauer’s 
|new 540-seater in Beaver Falls will 
| be completed early in November. 
| Variety Club’s weekly Family Nights 
‘will be resumed Friday (13). 








Par Northwest Changes 
Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 

Paramounts northwest circuit, 
Minnesota Amus., making number of 
| menegerial changes. Bill Keating 
|'resigned as manager of the Loring, 
| local nabe house, with Fred Weimar 
| brought in from the Orpheum, Sioux 
| Falls, S. D., to replace him. Ernie 
Odeneal, Paramount, Mitchell, S. D., 
takes Weimar’s place and, in turn, 
succeeded by L. Joe Ryan from 
| Eastman, St. Cloud, Minn. 
| Woodrow Praugit, Empress, Roch- 
|}ester, Minn., takes Ryan’s place at 
Eastman, St. Cloud, Minn. 


t 70 One site is State| Praught’s place isn’t filled yet. 
in Wilkinsburg, which gives Warners 


L. O. Kirkberg, State, Mankato, 


three spots in that borough since} Minn., goes to the Lyric, Watertown, 


also controls Rowland 


there. 


chain 
Regal 


State was opened in| Watertown to 


and|S. D. Louis Peldo transferred from 


Paramount, Grand 


1932 by A. A. Weiland but for the| Forks, N. D., replacing Floyd Mut- 
last two years has been operated by | ting who goes to State, Mankate. 


Leon Reichblum, Charleroi 


tor. 


interests. 


exhibi- | 
Other acquisition is Melrose in | 
Carrick, also taken over from indie 
WB is currently having | 





Pantheon Decision Due 
Toledo, Sept. 160. 


Decision on request for receiver- 


petitions signed for a Sunday movie} ship for the Pantheon Theatre Co., 
referendum in Wilkinsburg, an issue! operators of the Pantheon in down- 


which was defeated by voters there 


| town Toledo, is expected on Wednes- 








jn 1935. ; . | day (11). At an earlier hearing on 
Charles Lynch has resigned his’ the receivership a motion of the Eif- 

" cero wey 
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GONE WITH 
WIND 


GW TW will not be shown exeept 

at advanced prices, at least until '41 

Fer Reservations Call Cl 6-4642 
Air-Conditioned 


ASTOR i=: 


ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 








SECOND WEEK! 
JAMES ROSALIND 


STEWART RUSSELL 


No Time le Comedy 


A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 


-i@,. LARRY CLINTON &"* 
STRAND 


OPENS 
9 A.M. 


Broadway 
& 47th St. 





Held Over 2nd wk. 


New ‘ork is & 


Boom Town Broedwey Gilet Street 


Clark Gable @ Spencer Tracy 


Claudette Colbert @ Hedy Lamarr 


“BOOM TOWN” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
In Person Dr. I. Q. Ev. Mon, Nite 








Starts Thurs., Sept. 1? 
“SOUTH OF 
Last Times Wed. } PAGO PAGO” 
“ANDY HARDY otataas 
In Person 
Al Donahue 
& His Orch. 
Emil Bereo 
| Mary Reye-Naldi 


MEETS 
DEBUTANTE” 
In Person 
Ed Sallivan 
Harvest Moon 
Dance Winners 





PARAMOUNT 


HELD OVER 3KRD WEEK 
Bing In Person — 
CROSBY | Kitmwabrer 
Will BRADLEY 
“Rhythm on and His Band 















the River” Dinah SHORE 
A Paramount Extra 
Picture | TITO GUIZAR 


Midnite Screen Shows 
& £2: 222A ORE KS 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"LUCKY 
PARTNERS" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








Alfred Hitchcock’s Preduction of 
HELD OVER 3RD WEEK 


Foreign Correspondent’ 
UNITE, RIVOLI 
Deers Cpen 9:30 A.M. 


Broadwav 
at 49th St. 


MIDNITE SHOWS 














The Sleuthing Begins 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

‘John Brown’s Bédy,’ first of the 
| ‘Ellery Queen’ series to be made by 
; Larry Darmour for Columbia release, 
| goes into work Sept. 16, Kurt Neu- 
|mann directing. 

Ralph Bellamy and Margarei Linda- 
say play the top roles, 


fel Realty €o., owners of the real | 
estate occupied by the theatre, Lucas 
County Common Pleas Judge John | 
M. McCabe urged opposing counsel | 
to try to agree on an equitable set- 
tlement out of court. 

The realty firm, through counsel, 
said there was upward of $25,000 due 
in back rent and interest under the 
99-year lease, which was signed in 
1922. It was pointed out that under 
terms of the lease, the rent in 1941 
increases from $15,000 to $18,000 a 
year. Counsel for the realty firm 
claimed the Pantheon operators had 
not tried to arrive at an agreement 
with the land owners, but this was 
denied by the theatre company. The 
hearing brought out that since 1922 
the Pantheon Theatre Co, has paid 
about $305,000 under the lease, an 
amount said to be as much as the 
property is worth. (The lease still 
has 81 years to ryn). Pantheon has 
about $25,000 of its own equipment 
in the theatre. Receivership is sought 
only for the leasehold. 





U Sales Promotions 


Bill Seully, general sales head of 
Universal, made several promotions 
within the managerial ranks of the 
company’s branches. B. B. Kreisler, 
U’s branch manager at Washington, 
is being stepped up to the post of 
special sales rep out of the home 
office. 

Max Cohen, assistant manager un- 
der D. A. Levy at the New York ex- 
Wash- | 





change, replaces Kreisler in 


ington. 

Paul Baron, Charlotte branch man- 
ager for the past two years, trans- 
ferred to branch manager at Boston, 
replacing former branch manager 
A. J. Herman, resigned. 

J. A. Pritchard, Memphis branch 
manager, takes over the post vacated 
by Paul Baron at Charlotte. 





Philly’s Russky Arty 


Philadelphia. Sept. 10. 

Charlie Stearman’s Cinema_re- 
opened yesterday (Mon.) with a 
Russian pix. 

Barney Cohen, manager of Wissa- 
hickon, underwent his second blood 
transfusion at Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
as many weeks. The blood donor 
was Buck Rinker, driver for Hor- 
lacher Delivery Service. 

Edda Grotstein, cashier for Re- | 
public exchange, seriously ill. 

DuPont interests are reported | 
readying to build a new house in! 
Wilmington. . 

The new Sauconia, Helertown, | 
Pa., opens Thurs. (12). 

Phil Smith, head of a drive-in cir- 
cuit, announced a new outdoor the- | 
atre te be opened in Roosevelt! 
boulevard area next spring. 








Danz Selis Portlander 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 0. | 
The Orpheum, formerly operated | 
by John Danz of Seattle, sold to/| 
Evergreen. Albert Finke is g.m. for | 
Evergreen in this district. 








} 


Pa. Censor Head | 


down the amplified powers pointing | 
out it would require too big a staff. | 

This encouraged the local studio | 
representatives to hope there would | 
be some relaxing on the iron rulings 
of the police. Commissioner Frank | 
D. Eaman was approached last week 


Centinued from page 5 





for permission to exhibit ‘Strange | 
Cargo’ and ‘Primrose Path.’ 
The former picture had some 


scenes deleted and other trimming | 
which he had suggested earlier, but | 
still was not enough to satisfy him. | 
He indicated, however, that were 
more scissor work done there was a 
chance that it could get by. How- 
ever, the studio branch is brooding | 
over emasculating the picture en- | 
tirely. 

On ‘Primrose Path’ he _ turned | 
thumbs down entirely, saying that | 
‘it was hopeless.’ No further action | 
is contemplated here on this one. 

An interesting sidelight is that the 
| official police censor has been boost- | 
| ed to a high ranking. Formerly a 
sergeant, Charles W. Snyder was 
raised to the rank of lieutenant last | 
week by Commissioner FEaman. 
| Snyder had made the original rul- 
|ings on the pair of pictures which 
| were upheld by his superior. 














Ohie Indies Condemn Pix in Bars 


Columbus, Sept. 10. 

Meeting in executive session last 
week, the ITO of Ohio unanimously 
condemned use of uncensored 16 
|mm. film in night clubs and bars. 
| Secretary P. J. Wood was instructed 
| to advise E. N. Dietrich, state su- 
|perintendent of education, of the 
| resolution, requesting that a stricter 
check on film not carrying the Ohio- 
approved leader be made. 

It was recommended that Roy 
Reichelderfer, chief censor of Ohio, 
hire at least two additional inspectors 
for investigation purposes—‘a defin- 
| ite necessity,’ said the ITOO as re- 
, Sul of an independent survey of the 
situation. 

Ohio Independent Theatre Owners | 
annual convention is set for Oct. 30- | 
| 31. Confab, representing some 400- | 
|odd theatres throughout state, will 
again be held at the Neil House. 











| 











French Show 








interest at a nearby theatre. ‘Ju-| 
liette’ is at the Oeuvre. Plans are| 
being made to reopen the Theatre | 
de Paris, Michodiere and Palais| 
Royale. 
Plays Planned 
Louis Jouvet, who had planned to| 
go to the United States, is back in | 
Paris and preparing to put on ‘Ecole | 
des Femmes’ (‘School for Women’) | 
at his old hangout, the Athenee. | 
Another revival in view is Jean 


Continued from page 3 


| since 1933 when it was formed. 
/even seeking new talent. 


Biz Reviving 








tive during the war entertaining 
troops, is now planning a comeback, 
Directed by Maurice Leroy, it has 
given more than 1,500 performances 
It is 


Life at the resorts has been tamed 
down by the numerous restrictions, 
Women are more clad than they 
have been in years and one-piece 
suits are banned. Men are expected 
to hide their hairy chests under ‘tops.’ 


Giraudoux’ ‘C’etait Prevu’ (It Was! Along the Riviera, pleasure craft of 
Foreseen’), which won the prize for| eyery kind are forbidden by the 
the best French novel in 1939. Mar-! French authorities. Along the west- 
cel Herraud, leader of the young! ern and northern coasts, bathers are 
group, Rideau de Paris, is getting, not permitted to swim out more than 


| the price is even less. 


| own although the blackout 


/ until 11 p.m., yet cafes and bars re- 


| (Jugglers 


ready to unshutter the = 
Michel. 

On August 22 the Opera Comique | 
was dusted off, the front door | 
opened and paying guests came in | 
to see Bizet’s ‘Carmen’. Two days! 
later the Opera unshuttered with | 
younod’s ‘Damnation de Faust’. Rel- 
atively, elegant crowds attended 
both openings, with a sprinkling of | 
high German officers present. As 
much of Paris’ artistic and social | 
element present in the city were also | 
there. 

The Comedie Francaise, France's 
headquarters for classical legit, is 
scheduled to open early in Septem- | 
ber with ‘Le Gid,’ while the Odeon, | 
the other subventioned (government | 
backed) theatre, is to unshuiter | 
about Sept. 15. Jacques Copeau, | 
who operates all four of these the- | 
atres as well as the Theatre de | 
Chaillot, has written a comedy which 
he plans to put on in another of the 
city’s theatres. 

Other signs of the upbeat are the 
reopening of the Conservatoire, | 
which prepares actors and singers | 
for France’s national theatres; the | 
first symphonic concert since the 
war by the Pedeloup orchestra, un- 
der the baton of Philippe Gaubert, 
on Aug. 18; sidewalk paint exhibi- 
tions and roaring biz by the quai 
book stalls, with German soldiers 
rated as the best customers. 

Still other indications that things 
are not so gloomy is the decided 
improvement in biz by cafes. In 
the St. Germain de Pres quarter, 
Lipps and Deux Magots have put} 
tables and chairs back on the ter- 
race. In the latter hangout, Germans 
are not served. Flore’s, the former 
hangout of American 
men, is still shuttered. 

Latin Quarter Reviving 
The Latin Quarter shows signs of 


newspaper- | 


| revival with the reopening of the 


Sorbonne. There are more than 
1,000 students already taking courses 
and the cafes in the quarter have | 
the old hum of activity although the 
sale of aperitiffs has taken it on the 
chin, since the vast majority of the 
students are under 20, and aperitifs 
cannot be served to minors. 
Filmeries are doing quite well. 

The French are bringing out many 


|}of their old pictures, although none 


of the new ones completed before 
and during the war, or any of the 
first runs of the last months before 
the armistice, have made their ap- 
pearance. The Germans have taken 
over one of the de luxe newsreelers 
on the Champs Elysees to show an 
UFA newsreel of the Nazi military 
victory. 

Germans are finding champagne 
their favorite drink in the occupied 
zones. None ean be charged with 
excess imbibing, yet the temptation 
must be great since Germans in Paris 
can pick up the sparkling wines 
from the Champagne region for just 


| over a mark—20 francs (about 40c). 


In Rheims, the home of champagne, 
According to 
those who should know, the cost of 
French champagne for German sol!- 
diers is approximately one-sixth that 


| of the inferior sparkling wines served 
|in Germany. 


Vichy, the capital of the unoccu- 
pied zones, has a night life of its 
cramps 
some of the style. Cinemas stay open 


main epen much later. Jean Du- 
creu_is going to reopen the Rideau 
Gri§ in Marseilles with the collab- 
oration of Georges Rollin. The Sir- 
itzkys have reopened the Gaumont 
in Toulouse with ‘Typhoon.’ 
Marseilles Liveliest 
Marseilles is perhaps the liveliest | 
of unoccupied cities. Many 


road | 
companies are active. Pierre Bras- | 


| seur and Odette Joyeux, screen and 


stage players, are giving Marcel 
Achard’s ‘Domino’ on the road. Also 
en tour are Raymond Souplex, Jean | 
Marsac and Jane Sourza in a typical 
French revue. They are heading for 
Marseilles where they will be joined | 
by Alibert, another well-known re- | 
vue star. 
The Compagnie des 

and Acrobats), 


Jongleurs 
very &c- 


100 yards, sailboats and other craft 
more than 500 yards. German au- 
thorities have interned 47 French 
citizens for violating this order. 


Holdovers 
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by ‘P & P’ was a surprise even to 
the Metro sales force. The film, 
having been put to the audience test, 
is being exploited elsewhere with 
greater énthusiasm and with better 
results. 

On the experience of these two re- 
cent releases, Metro is planning ex- 
tended first runs and upped admis- 
sions for ‘Bittersweet’ starring 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy; ‘Escape,’ which marks Norma 
Shearers’ return after a long ab- 
sence with Robert Taylor and Nazi- 
mova in support, and ‘Strike Up the 
Band, new filmusical _ starring 


| Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland. 


With the return of Maurice Sil- 
verstone to New York this week the 
sales campaign for “The Great Dic-~ 
tator,’ new Charles Chaplin comedy, 
will be set. In spots where ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ has not yet been 
dated, UA sales force is jacking up 
percentage terms under the encour- 
agement of the highly successful 
first-run engagements of the Hitch- 
cock-Wanger production in New 
York, Montreal and half a dozen 
other cities. Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 


Westerner,’ starring Gary Cooper, 
also is bidding for extra playing 
time and will get its start in first 


i'runs soon after the premiere of the 
| film in Ft. Worth. 


‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) is another top 
grosser of the moment and where 
it is playing at comparabie prices 
against ‘Boom Town’ it is running 
neck and neck in the receipts col- 
umn. 

Paramount 


Paramount will have 
plans for the distribution of Cecil 
B. DeMille’s ‘North West Mounted 
Police’ at a meeting of the sales de- 
partment heads in Kansas City this 
week. Preem has been set for the 
Chicago theatre, B&K flagship, in 
mid-October. 

Other standout films on the book- 
ing sheets for early general showing 
are 20th-Fox’s ‘Brigham Young’ and 
‘Hudson Bay,’ starring Paul Muni, 
and RKO’s ‘Kitty Foyle,’ starring 
Ginger Rogers, a film version of 
Christopher Morley’s best selling 
sex-novel. 

Opposition to the demand by first 
runs for longer clearances when ad- 
mission prices are raised for specific 
engagement is being countered with 
proposals that subsequent runs also 
lift boxoffice prices proportionately 
in order to retain existing clearances. 
This is being tried out in one of the 
major key cities where a national 
distributer has control over numer- 
ous neighborhood houses. 

If the new season’s trend for ex- 
tended Broadway engagements of 
features at the Music Hall, Capitol, 
Strand and Paramount continues 
through the autumn months, it will 
be necessary to release many pic- 
tures without Broadway showings in 
order to keep the neighborhood 
houses supplied with an adequate 


completed 


|number of pictures. 





MacDonald’s 8th 


Columbus, Sept. 1 0. 


Construction starts immediately on 
new Beechweld, C. A. MacDonald 
nabe near northern outskirts of city, 
to have 1,000 seats on one floor, com- 
pleted by Dec. 15. Beechwold will 
be eighth house in MacDonald cir- 
cuit, six already in operation, the 
seventh, the Boulevard, now under 
construction. — 


Jackson-Murphy Theatres acquired 
the indie nabe Indianola from Lee 
Hofheimer, who will continue as 
manager. John Knight, of the Royal, 
has taken over Lou Holleb’s New 


theatre. 
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“Human, down-to-earth, and often tremen- 
dously hilarious. Splendid entertainment! “’ 
—Jimmy Storr lt. A. Herald Express 





rem! 





“Highly entertaining!’ —Daily Variety 
“Bound to satisfy!” —Boxoffice 























“Comedy is spontaneous and effervescing, 
providing plenty of good humor!’’—Variety 


“The familiar trade-mark, ‘If it’s a Paramount Picture, It’s the 


Best Show in Town’, can swing right jauntily over any theatre 
playing ‘I Want A Divorce’. Something to satisfy every type 
of entertainment appetite. Top performances by Dick Powell, 
Joan Blondell and a fine supporting cast. Coming on the heels 
of ‘Rhythm on the River’, this gives Paramount two smash 
attractions to start off its 1940-41 release year. It appears 
that Paramount again is going to be a company to be looked 


to for better entertainment!” —Hollywood Reporter 


* 


> 


Joan Blondell and Dick Powell in“ I WANT A DIVORCE” 


with Gloria Dickson ¢ Frank Fay « Jessie Ralph » Conrad Nagel 
Screen Play by Frank Butler + Based on a Story by Adela Rogers St. Johns » Directed by RALPH MURPHY 

















“Many a solid laugh. An exploitation picture 
in the best sense of the word!’’—mM. P. Daily 
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Col. McCormick Realigns Chi WGN's 


Met.; Quin Ryan Back to Announcing 





Chicago, Sept. 10. 
Quin Ryan, veteran manager of 
WGN, the Chicago Tribune station, 
has been relieved of his duties and | 
will continue on the station only as 
announcer on his own commercial 
programs, of which he has three at, 
present. Ryan’s departure follows a 
general reshuffling of WGN activi- 
ties since @ personal interest has been | 
taken in the station by Col. R. R. 
McCormick, editor and publisher of | 
the Tribune. 


Frank Schreiber, publicity and 
special events chief of the station, 
will be upped to a new post known 
ps station co-ordinator. This is not 
station manager, but will aim to 
supervise all general mechanical ac- 
tivities of the station. It will not in- 
clude supervision of the commercial 
department, which is headed by Wil- 
liam MecGuineas as sales manager; 
it excludes the program department, 
which is headed by William A. 
Bacher as production overseer, and 
it does not include the WGN Talent, 
Division, headed by Noel Gerson. It 
ig indicated that a general station 
manager will be brought in some 
time in the future, with Col. Mc- 
Cormick having feelers out for some 
of the biggest men in the radio biz | 
to come in as station supervisor. 

As the setup is now, the real chief > 
of the station is Col. McCormick him- 
self and the various department | 
heads report to him, or to his as- 
sistant, W. E. MacFarlane, who holds 
three posts as general manager of | 
the Chicago Tribune, vice-president | 
and general manager of WGN and 
president of Mutual. 

Ryan has been with WGN for more 
than 15 years. He has been station 
manager of WGN since 1931, though 
he served as manager during 1929, 
but resigned from this job because 
he found it too restraining. 

It is figured he will resign com- 
pletely from WGN at the termination 
of his three commercial announcing 
Jobs. 


Twin City Outlets 
Will Self-Police 
The NAB Code 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9 

The seven Twin City radio sta- 
tions will do their own policing un- 
der the N.A.B. code. Instead of on 
turning in another for alleged in- 
fractions, they’ll attempt to shoulder 
the task of enforcement 

At a meeting called by Earl H 
Gammons, llth district chairman of 
N.A.B., a code committee was ap- 
pointed to pass on all N.A.B. matters 








;of 24 from 
| Assn., 
11, has been inked for ballet numbers 





themselves 


as they affect Twin City stations. 
In so doing, he says, the local com- 
miitee will work with the national 


code committee. 

Kenneth Hance, of KSTP, was ap- 
pointed chairman of the Twin City 
group. The other members will be 
Wallace Stone, of WDGY, and E. P. 
Shurick, of WLOL. 

Other matters discussed at the 
meeting were the handling of de- 
fense and political broadcasts and 
the clearance of non-ASCAP music 
afier Jan. 1. 


AL SHAYNE BANKRUPT; 
OWES OVER $14,000 


Al Shayne, radio singer employed 
by Sall¢’s Studios, has filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. 
federal court, listing $500 in assets 
and $14,293 in liabilities. During the 
past two years Shayne has earned | 
$900 yearly. 

Among creditors are Lester Santly, | 
music publisher, $2,500 for monies 
loaned; Arthur 
judgment; William Morris Agency, 
$75 for commissions; and Alice Car- 
rol] at the Hotel Navarro, $1,500 on 
a loan. 

Shayne recently opened a rad.o 
and voice school. 








Frank McLatchy, KSL, Salt Lake 
City, account executive, is recover- 
ing from an emergency appendinx 
operation. 


| Harry 


Bockar, $7,000 on a's 





NBC Introes Mullen 


NBC yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
Gay) tossed a cocktail party atop the 
RCA building for the newsmen and 
others connected with the trade to 
meet Frank Mullen, new v.p. and 
general manager. 

Network’s press department was 
the official host. 





WBAL BOOSTED 


TO 50,000 W. 


WBAL, Ba iltimore, yesterday (Tues- | 
day) was granted a construction per- | 
mit for 50,000 watts on 1060 k.c., un- 
limited time. Station is now re- 
leasing 10.000 watts. 

Under the current setup WBAL is | 
non-svynchronized during the day on 
1060 k.c. but at 9 p.m. it becomes 
synchronized with WJZ, N. Y., on 
760 k.c. 








-5 GABBERS TO NARRATE | 
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EDWARD ROBINSON 


Assistant Manager, WTRY, Troy, 
New York, who helped lay ground 
work prior to station's opening last 
i/April. Another product of the Syra- 
lcuse Workshop; graduated to an- 
‘nouncing at WSYR, and on to 
isalesman and merchandising man- 
wer in the Wilder organization. 

His varied experience has served 
him well in establishing Troy's first 
j}radio outlet, 














14 COS. RUSH 
FM RECEIVERS 





due to start Jan. 1, there are already 
14 companies producing FM receivers, 


With commercial FM broadcasting | 





Mutual Board Huddle 











day and Thursday 
wet 


All the network's nabobs will at- 


| tend, 


L. & TS SPOT 











Chicago, Sept. 10. 

Radio will be used in a new $250,- 
000 ad campaign prepared by Lord & 
| Thomas agency here for the Ameri- 
“can Dairy Association. Spot plugs 
will be used in Philadelphia, Boston, 
Detroit, Des Moines, Chicago, St. 
Louis, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Mil- 
| waukee, Seattle, Great Falls and Bis- 
marck, as a part of initial test. 

Starting early next month, the 
{campaign will stress butter and 
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St. Louis, Sept. 10. 

Bart Slattery, of WIL; William 
Durbin, of WEW; Bruce Barrington 
Renfro and Rose Claire, of 
KXOK, have been ‘selected by Lou 
Wolfson, William Morris Agency 
producer, to explain the pantomimic 
action that will occur in ‘The St 
Louis Cavalcade,’ to be presented in 
the convention hall of the Municipal 
Auditorium Sept. 16-29. The combo 
of historical-dramatic- wild west 
rodeo will require the services of 
several hundred performers and re- 
hearsals started last week. A line 
the Municipal Theatre 
which closed its season Sept. 


} in — spectacle that will run two 
ys rs. Wolfson is being assisted by 
Lem Ward, Lionel Newman, Monroe 
Hackett and Mare Daniels in pro- 
~— o 

net proceeds will be turned 
over as the St. Louis Pension and 

Charities Assn., Inc., a benevolent 
— ization for the local firemen. 

the revenue will be used 
the | dine iene children in 
this burg. 


- Anti-3d-Term Demos 
| Buy Texas Net Time 


| 





a | 


Fort Worth, Sept. 10. 

The Farmers’ No- Third - Term 
Democrats have purchased 48 quar- 
ter hours via KGKO and the Lone 
Star Chain. Series will originate in 
Dallas and run until Nov. 2, sched- 
uled for 6:30-6:45 a.m. every week- 
day 

LSC carried 


recently the nearly 


two-hour Anti-Third-Term Demo- | 
cratic rally from Dallas at regular 
political rates. 


Letting Europe Know 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1¢ 


WCAU’s aviation program, ‘Ame 
Flies,’ will be aired to Europe 
Friday (13) via the outlet’s short- 
wave WCAB. This will mark the 


first time that a program of this 
s been aimed toward Europe 


station. 


type n¢ 
by this 


Broadcast consists of a resume of | 


units in this 
speeches by promi- 


activities of aviation 
country, with 
nent birdmen. 





‘Kitchen’ Snares Sponsor 
St. Louis, Sept. 10. 

John Morrell & Co., through the 

Henri, Hurst & McDonald Agency, 


is bankrolling the Jane Porter 
‘Magic Kitchen’ program over 
,KMOX six times weekly. Seven- 


year-old program will be fed to CBS 
key stations in the Middle West. 

The mobile food laboratory has 
been streamlined and will be sent 


reception, 


| combination AM-FM, with several 
| companies also announcing ‘adaptors’ | 
for converting AM receivers for FM 


Combination sets will sell for 


around $75-$100, ‘adaptors’ for about 
$50, and a few special custom-built 
receivers will be as high as $600. 


Companies which will manufacture 
them include Ansley, Emerson. 
Farnsworth, Freed-Eiseman, General 
Electric, Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, 
National, Philharmonic, Pilot, Scott, 
Stewart-We 
and Zenith. 


WESTINGHOUSE MOVING 





_WPIT FROM PITT TO HUB. 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 
Westinghouse is moving its short- 
wave station, WPIT, from Pittsburgh 
to Boston shortly as one of steps be- 
ing undertaken by company to im- 
prove transmission of short-wave 
programs to Latin America, Engi- 
neering tests‘ have shown conclu- 
|sively that salt water site starting 
| point is far more effective than an 
inland location. Lee B. Wailes, man- 


ager of Westinghouse stations, an- 
nounced that move would take place 
early t fall. 

WPIT’s history dates from Station 
8XK, original amateur short-wave 
station which Dr. Frank Conrad, as- 
sistant chief engineer of Westing- 
house, began operating experimen- 


tally in spring of 1921. 


Half-n- Half | Eves 


| Jimmy Dorsey Orch by removal of your 





Jimmy Dorsey is under considera- 
tion for a half-hour program by 
Half-n-Half (American Tobacco Co.) 
g & Rubicam is the agency 
on the account. 





Premieres _ 
(From Wed to 
Fri., Sept. 13 
Nehi Corp. (Royal Crown Cola), 


Fol lo wing Thurs.) 


WABC-CBS, 10-10:30 p.m. ‘Be- 
lieve It or Not,’ with Robert L. 
Ry ev, Linda Lee, B. A. Rolfe’s 


orchestra, guests. Production, 
Douglas F. Storer office. B.B.D. 
| &QO. Originates from N.Y. Hook- 
| up, 89 stations. 
Sun., Sept. 15 

| Modern Food Process Co. 
| <(Thrivo), WJZ-NBC, 5:15-5:30 
| p.m. ‘Olivio Santoro.” Clements 
Co., Inc. Originates from N. Y. 
Announcer, Don Lowe. Hookup, 


11 stations. 
Mon., Sept. 16 
Procter & Gamble _ (Tee)), 
WABC-CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. ‘Those 


We Love,’ with Nan Grey, Rich- 
ard Cromwell, Donald Woods, 
Oscar O'Shea. H. W. Kastor & 





out to retail grocery stores in the St. Sons. Producer, Gordon T. 
|Louis metropolitan area, where Hughes. Script writer, Agnes 
femme customers will be _ inter- Ridgeway. Originates from 
viewed. ' Hollywood, Hookup, 70 stations. 


irner, Stromberg-Carlson, 


will be similar to the cooperative ad 
|}and merchandising campaign that L. 
& T. spread for Sunkist oranges, 


KATE SMITH MAY DO 
PIC INSERTS FROM L. A. 


Hollywood, Sept. 10 
Tieup with 20th-Fox on dramatic 
inserts of that studio’s pictures may 
cause Kate Smith and her troupe to 
take up temporary residence here 





Darryl Zanuck, 20th production chief, | 


is said to have convinced the singer 
and her business manager, Ted Col- 
lins, that it would be more eco- 
nomical to do the several br 
\from here rather than ship the stars 
east at intervals. 

Collins is having friends 
checking up on homesites, 
the whole thing 


here 
although 
is still up in the air 





COPS COP NEWS 


Walk Off With WDAS, Philly, 
tin; Traffic Obstruction 


Bulle- 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
| War-is-hell department: 
Since the outbreak of the blitz on 


the Low Countries, WDAS has fea- 
tured a bulletin board in front of 
the station with the latest news 


flashes. Friday (6) a squad of cop- 
pers carted the board away as a 
traffic nuisance. 


' 
, | 
The next day the Director of Pub- | 


lic Safety sent a note to Pat Stanton 
program director of the station. It 
read: 

‘Very sorry to inconvenience you 
bulletin board. 
You can have it back when the war 
is over.’ 


Fielding With WFIL 


lilade Sept. 10. 
Fred Fielding, former 

exec with N. W. Aver & So! is ad 
ned the sales staff of 


| mages 


agency, has jo 
WFIL. 

He also was c 
Adrian Bauer ad 
Ross Federal Rese 


arch Corp. 


Renew Bill Stern 


Chicago, Sept. 10. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet for Col- 
gate Shave Creams, 
Sherman & Marquette agency, has 
| renewed the Bill Stern sports com- 
|mentary sessions on the NBC-Blue 
4 web out of New York. 
Will be effective as of Oct. 6 and 
run 8:45-9 p.m. each Sunday CST. 








Boake Carter has recorded eight 
| Cne-miniwe announcements for the 


| American Chicle Co. as part of the | 


| series which the account is testing | 
| OV er KYW and WCAU, Phi ladelphia. | 
bee rage McNamee and Bil] Stern 
have also recorded for the series, 
'with all jobs being handled by the | 
‘NBC recording division. 


Operating board of the Mutual 
Broadcasting System will hold one 
of its periodic huddles next Wednes- 
(18-19) in Chi- 


DAIRY PLUGS 


oadcasts | 


‘| lish, albeit a bit broken 


inected with the | 
agency and the} 


—ee 


NBC Sees CBS’ Coverage Survey 
As More on the Statistical Side 


7 





There’s much speculation at NBG 
over what tack CBS will take in the 
coverage which it is preparing cur. 
rently for release to the trade. It ig 
doubted whether the promotion wil] 
talk about actual network prefer. 
ence, but, rather, it is believed, will 
elect to expatiate on statistical tech. 
nique, stressing the exactment of 
CBS’ measurement in determining 
what stations were listened to regue 
larly. 

CBS’ survey is expected to show 
ibe more highly controlled response in 
| the technical sense, since it made 
j}use of a much larger number of re- 
sponses. CBS got a 50% response, 
while NBC based its findings on a 
return of from 10% to 15% of the 
queries sent out to listeners, 


Ban On Foreign 
Lingo Boffing 
WEBR, Buffalo 


Buffalo, Sept. 10. 

When WEBR three months ago 
banned foreign language programs 
after President Roosevelt's ‘national 
| unity’ plea, it was thought to cut 
off the air every bit of foreign lingo 
including vocals on phonograph plat- 
ters. But the going hasn't been that 
| easy. 

Flock of sponsors, unable to have 
' shows announced in native tongue, 
dropped off. Some felt situation 
would be eased if platter vocals 
were allowed on. Station relented 
that much and daily Italian and 
Polish hours now contain canned 
voices giving out in operatic and 
pop wax, 

‘As a result we're not pleasing 
anybody too much,’ a WEBR official 
said. ‘But fundamentally we're 
away from the thing we were 
afraid of—foreign language an- 
nouncements.’ 
| Emelino Rico and 
browski now 
| Polish hours, 











Joseph Dom- 
announce Italian and 
respectively, in Eng- 
at times, 
English announcer stands by and, in 
|some cases, does the commercials. 
Situation isn’t soothing to foreign- 
extracted listeners, who tune in to 
hear native tongue. 


Station has lost some of its old- 


est and biggest accounts through 
the ban. Situation favors WBNY 


and Niagara Falis’ «(N. Y.) 
both of which retain 
nounced shows. 


WHLD, 
Polish-an- 


“SOCIETY GIRL’ LOOKS 
LIKE A CBS FADEOUT 


‘Society Girl,’ daily serial over CBS 
for Corn Products, may go off the 
air with the completion of its year’s 
contract next month. Roger White 
office, producer of ‘Girl,’ is looking 
for another account to take over the 
show, 

Alan Dinehart, 
tor, iol 
week, 


legit and film ac- 
ned the cast of the show this 


Nat’! Biscuit Names 


L.&T. Agcy. on Bread 


| Lord & Thomas has been named 
by the National Biscuit Co. as the 
new agency for the bread phase of 
j|its advertising account. 

| Switch from MeCann-Erickson will 
take place on or before Jan. 1. 


account 


through the | 





‘Broekman Maestros Crew 
Of 65 in New Show Idea 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

Half-hour program featuring David 
|Broekman at the head of an orches- 
tra of €5 picked men was auditioned 
Sunday (8) at NBC by the William 
Morris agency. Music will be con- 
| fined to special orchestrations suited 
‘to a new style in music Jong nur- 
, tured by Broekman, 
| Edward Arnold acted as m.c. and 
Wayne Griffin produced. Lee Sweet- 
} land handled the vocals. 


* 


ae 


ET ee 
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GE'S PARTIAL RADIO RECOUP 


‘AFRA Threatens General Strike 
If Nets Balk on Sustaining Terms: 
May Vote Walkout for Sat. (14) 


ee 





—_—_—_—_— 


Cincinnati, Sept. 10. 


Local broadcasters, on reading the following piece of publicity sent 
out by WCKY and printed by some weekly papers in Ohio, wondered 
~~ who was the sponsor of the program in question, L. B. Wilson or 


ux: 


"The air waves’ outstanding dramatic hour, ‘Radio Theatre,’ will re- 
turn for another season of blue-ribbon presentations Sept. 9, according 


to word received by L. B. Wilson, 
WCKY, from Columbia Broadcasting System officials. 


president and general manager of 
The 506,000- 


watt L. B. Wilson station will again carry the series exclusively in the 
Cincinnati area....Mr. Wilson was also advised that Cecil B. DeMille, 
noted film producer and producer-director of ‘Radio Theatre, has 
signed a new contract with the sponsors, Lever Bros, Co.’ 











LaGUARDIA ON 
PAID TIME 
FOR FDR. 


—— 


Democratic National Committee 


has ordered 112 stations on the NBC-- 
red network tomorrow night (Thurs-_ 


day) for Fiorello LaGuardia, New 
York city mayor, to come out in 
favor of the re-election of President 
Roosevelt. Talk will be titled, ‘My 
Choice for President.’ 


It will be a quarter-hour talk, 7:15- | 
for the east, and a repeat at) 


7:30, 
11:15 N. Y. time for the area under 
central, mountain and Pacific stand- 
ard time 

President Roosevelt yesterday 
(Tuesday) decided to make his 
speech before the Teamsters Union 
convention at Constitutional Hall, 
Washington, tonight (Wednesday) an 
out-and-out political one and with 
that the Democratic National Com- 
mittee ordered hookups on CBS and 
the NBC-blue for a half hour, start- 
ing 10 pm. Move served to relieve 
the networks from the embarrassing 
potshots Republicans have been 
taking on the theme that the Pres- 
ident was getting a lot of free time 
tinder the guise of non-political 
talks, while the Republicans had to 
pay for everything their candidate, 
Wendell Willkie, got. 


Thibault, Melton, Peerce 
To Play Leads on WGN’s 
‘Chi Theatre’ Operettas 


Chicago, Sept. 10 


Conrad Thibault has been set 
through the WGN Talent Division 
for the role of Francois Villon in 


‘Vagabond Oct. 5 as the 
first of the series of operettas on the 
‘Chicago Theatre of the Air.’ 

Not inked, but practically set, are 
James Melton for ‘Madame Butter- 
fly, and Jan Peerce for ‘Naughty 
larietta,” the two following produc- 
tions 

Marion 


King’ on 


Claire will be the prima 


donna in the entire series, which will 
be mducted by musical chief, 
Hent Weber. under the supervision 
of Bill Bacher, general production 


manager of the station. 
Series will be available to the en- 
tire Mutual svstem. 


FCC NIXES NETS’ PLEA 
FOR TIME EXTENSION 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has turned down the plea of 
NBC and CBS, as well as the Inde- 
Pendent Radio Network Affiliates, 
for an extension of the time limit to 
December for the filing of briefs on 
the report of the FCC committee to 
Investigate network broadcasting 
The briefs will now have to be in by 
Oct. 25. 

Originally the FCC had set Sept. 
13 as the deadline. IRNA had last 
Month engaged Paul M. Segal, Wash- 
ington lawyer. to represent it in con- 


hection with the monopoly investi- 
Sation, 


Pot’s’ Time Switch Set: 


Ditto T. Dorsey’s Net 


Chicago, Sept. 10. 

Lewis-Howe drug firm will shift 
the Horace Heidt ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ show 
|for Tums to Tuesdays at 7 p.m. over 
| the NBC-blue as of Oct. 3 over a net- 
| work of 95 stations. Tommy Dorsey 
| show for N-R Tablets will ride on 
86 NBC-Blue outlets at 7:30-8 p.m. 
CST, starting on Oct. 17. 

Stack-Goble agency here handled 
both contracts. ss 


Stanco Mulls 
Switch From 





| 





Stanco may switch from spot to 
network this fall. It’s thinking 
about buying a five-minute news 
strip on the NBC-blue and running 
a daytime serial on the NBC-red 
link. The newsperiod would come 
at 11 am. Latter would plug Nujol, 
while the dramatic piece would be 


used in behalf of Mistol and Dag- 
gett & Ramsdell face cream, and 
Flit in the summer time. 


Stanco for the past two seasons 
has been underwriting the serials, 
‘Meet Miss Julia’ and ‘Career of 
Alice Blair’ on a transcription basis. 
Account or the agency, McCann- 
Erickson, hasn’t gone into details 
with the networks as yet on the 


twin propositions. The question of 
Nujol copy would be a major point 
yf discussion, 

Martha Scott, currently in New 
York for the preem of ‘The Howards 
of Virginia,” will remain about 10 
days to make transcriptions of the 


serial. ‘Career of Alice Blair.” Then 
she goes back to the Coast to make 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ Sol Lesser 
McCann-Erickson, agency on the 
‘Alice Blair’ series, is tr 
a new lead to replace Miss Scott 
when she returns to the Coast. 


ying to find 


Rate Card Committee 
Holds Another Session 


Group of time buvers which the 
idio committee of the American As- 
ciation of Advertising Agencies ap- 


velop recomme! datio: 


lized rate cards, orde! 

blanks, et held another one of its 
Friday (6) The ratecard 

form whén completed will be sub- 
nitted for adoption by. stations 


Association of 
The group working on 
the recommendations represents from 
85° 90° of spot time expendi- 


through the National 


Broadcasters. 


iy’ 7 tO 


> oOo 


tures. 

Members of the group are Jack 
Latham. Benton & Bowles; Linnea 
Nelson, J. Walter Thompson; John 
Hymes. Lord & Thomas; Charles 
Ayers. Ruthrauff & Ryan; Ned Midg- 
ley, BB.D. & O.; Bill Maillefort, 
Compton, and Carlos Franco, Young 
& Rubicam, 


WIBM to Forjoe 


WIBM. Jackson, Mich., has named 
Forjoe & Co. as its national sales 
reps. 

Outlet is on the NBC-blue 
‘Michigan Network. 


and 


i  egaalliaieat 


TAKES BACK 
WEY JAN. 


Status of KOA, Denver, and 
KGO, Frisco, Remains as 
Is Under NBC Direction— 


Network Post 





SOLVES FCC PROBLEM 


Kolin Hager Slated for 


General Electric resumes the pro- 


graming of WGY, Schenectady 50,- 
000-watter, Jan. 1, but, unlike West- 


inghouse, it will leave its other sta- | 
tions under the wing of NBC. GE's | 


| two other 
| grammed, 
operated by NBC, 
ver, and KGO, 


outlets now being pro- 


are KOA, Den- 
San 


as well as managed and | 


Francisco. | 


Schenectady move solves the ques- | 


tion raised by the Federal Communi- 
cations on these NBC-electric com- 
pany operating alliances. There is 
no objection from this quarter on 
the KOA and KGO situations, since 


NBC itself holds the licenses on 
them. 

When the switch as affects WGY 
; takes place, Kolin Hager, the sta- 
| tion’s manager, will most likely be} 


brought into NBC's homeoffice as an 
assistant to William S. Hedges, v.p. 
in charge of NBC’s managed and 
operated stations. Named as Hager’s 
probable successor in the WGY spot 
is John Sheehan, program manager 
of WGEO-WGEA, GE’s Schenectady 
shortwavers. 

Hager started with WGY when it 
went on the air in 1922 as ‘The 
Voice of WGY’ and has been with 
it ever since, with the exception of 
a brief period on the payroll of the 
Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. At pres- 
ent WGY’s entire staff is on the 
NBC payroll with the exception of 
the engineers at the transmitter 
plant in South Schenectady. Latter 
are GE employees. WGY is on the 
basic red, and will remain so under 
GE’s direct management. 

Westinghouse stations which pass 
back entirely into the programming 
hands of the manufacturer Jan. 1 
are KDKA, Pittsburgh; WBZ-WBZA, 
Boston-Springfield, and KYW, Phil- 
adelphia. NBC has had the GE and 
Westinghouse outlets under its wing 


for over eight years. 


Sues NBC, MCA, General 
Mills for 2506, Alleging 
Lift of “Beat the Band’ 


Wilmington, Del., Sept. 10 
Buckley, radio writer 
$250.000 suit on file 
Federal court against 
rp. of America, Gen- 


Floyd 


producer, has a 


and 


with the local 


he Musik Ce 


ral Mills and NBC in connection 
vith tl ywgram, ‘Beat the Band’. 
Buck claims that it’s a lift of a 
how riginated and wrote unde 
f ‘Siump the Lead 
> € ig Be at the Ba ] 
He aims in his ymmplaint 
iterial idea and basic 
) s submitted bv him to 
MCA long before the General Mill 
A on the al 
Beat the Band’ stanza on the 
i Be ed Sunday nights features Ted 
Weems’ band and plugs Kix. 


NBC SALESMEN NOW 
ALSO HAVE STAND-INS 


Salesmen for the NBC blue net- 
work now have their own under- 
studies. Each senior salesman has a 
young fellow who has been brought 
n from other department to do 

leg work when it comes to ser- 
g data and other odds 


some 


ng, gatherir 


and ends. 


One does the masterminding and 
contacting on the account sale, while 


the other takes care of the routine. 
Most of these apprentices have been 
recruited from the traffic department 


and nage boy staffs 








+ 


Makes It Complete 


Edgar Kobak, NBC blue’s 
v.p., took the secretaries of all 
the blue salesmen to lunch ves- 
terday (Tuesday). It’s a follow- 
up of a spread he tossed for the 
salesmen themselves a couple 
weeks ago. 

Idea for the secretarial gather- 
ing was to outline to them the 
important part they play in 
keeping their bosses straight on 
routine, and how they, as the re- 
ceivers of calls from advertisers 
and agencies, can personally con- 
tribute lots to efficiency and 
kindly relations all around. 
Kobak also expatiated on NBC 
blue sales policies. 


Feen-a-Mint Sets — 
Double’ Quiz On 
8) MBS Outlets: 











Feen-a-mint has bought the ‘Dou- 
ble or Nothing’ quiz from WOL, 
Washington, through the William 
Morris office and will start it on a 
Mutual hookup of 80-odd stations 
with the shift to standard time. Mat- 
ter of a half-hour period has not 
been settled. 


/call might be made Saturday 


Unless either side unexpectedly 
makes some move toward compro- 
mise, the American Federation of 
Radio Artists will probably call a 
strike over the weekend against all 
network sustaining broadcasts. Ata 
‘final’ conference Monday (9), rep- 
resentatives of the union and NBC, 
CBS and Mutual remained com- 
pletely deadlocked and negotiations 
were broken off. 


AFRA has not indicated when a 
strike call may be issued or when 
such an order might be made ef- 


fective, but rumor was that such a 


(14), 
of the more important 


when many 


| network sustaining shows are on the 
air. 


Special meeting of the union’s 
New York local will be held at 9 
o'clock tomorrow night (Thursday) 
at the Edison hotel, N. Y., at which 
a membership vote authorizing a 
strike call will be sought. Meet- 
ings of the Chicago, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco locals are set for the 
following night, Friday. 

Factor in the situation appears to 
be the belief of network officals that, 
faced with a showdown on the ques- 
tion, AFRA will not go through with 
strike. While the union leaders 
are pointedly avoiding blustering 
talk, there is apparently a grim de- 
termination to walk out unless the 
AFRA terms are met. Impartial ob- 
servers figure that the union is vir- 
tually obliged to go through with a 
strike unless the networks offer 
broad concessions. It’s pointed out 
(Continued on page 24) 


> 


It will be 6 p.m. Sun- | ¢ 9 
day, or 9:30 Friday night. 
If the show goes into the Sunday 


spot it will have a start of four 
hours on a program of similar pat- 
tern, ‘Take Jt or Leave It,’ supported 
by Eversharp Pen and Pencil on 
CBS. WOL has brought suit against 
Eversharp and the Biow agency, al- 
leging that ‘Take It’ is a direct lift 
of ‘Double,’ which it aired over the 
Washington outlet for months before 
‘Take It or Leave It’s’ debut. WOL 
also claims a prior right to the title 
‘Take It or Leave It.’ 

Feen-a-mint makes Mutual's first 
account on the current sea- 


son's list. William Esty is the 


laxative 


QUITS POLITICS 


H. R. Gross Back to Radio After 
Defeat in Iowa Race 
Des Moines, Sept. 10. 
H. R. Gross, former radio news- | 
‘aster and an unsuccessful candidate 
for governor on the Republican 


ticket last June, has bowed out of 
Gross received 146,000 


Iowa DOLILICS,. 


rotes in the campaign, but was de- 
eated b the incumbent, George 
W ne 20.000 votes 
I a brief tall t ral sta 
( Ss said é 
" WLW. ¢ nina 


Melvyn Levy’s Series 


Melvyn Levy legit playwright 
has completed a series for radio, his 
first effort in that medium. Tabbed 
‘Everyone's America,’ they're origi- 


nal dran riotic folk-themes. 
Dramatist wrote ‘Gold Eagle Guy,’ 
which the Group Theatre did several 
is the author of ‘Alt- 
Labor Stage 
rnational Ladies Garment Work- 
\! produce this fall. 


is on pat 


years ago, and 
geld of 
(Inte 


ers Union) wi 


Iliinois,” which 


Shuberts Sponsor Morgan 


Morgan, WOR. staff an- 
Starts his participating 


Henry 


nouncer, 


three-a-week series this week with 
one sponsor, Select Theatres (Shu- 
berts}. Show ethers Tuesdays, 


Thursdays, Saturdays at 6:45 p. m. 
Another bankroller will go on late 
thic 


wee 


WINDS UP 
IN PARTY 


—_——__— 


Morse International agency tossed 
a cocktail party last Wednesday (4) 
to station reps and available station 
yperators to show its appreciation for 


the co-operation it got when Vick 
lecided to get back to its original 
pot campaign for the fall and win- 


jeal for a network ver- 
With the Wind’ had 
Party was held at the 
Cloud Club in the Chrysler Bldg 
Agency recovered about 85% »f 
the contracts it had 


Coast Sse Hitch May 
Cause Chesterfield To 
Take Waring Off NBC 


e ie ms drop- 
ping altogether: ts Wednesday in- 
Waring 
the NBC-Red because of the 


ied difficulty of 


ter, after the 
sion of ‘Gone 


flivvered. 


cancelied. 


ynside! 


stall nent of the Fred p! = 


factory release on 

(Chesterfield wants to 
PST, but the Coast Red 
*-empted DY 


Kyser 


} 
00 D 


Strike’s Kay 


pl Lucky 


program. 


KEYES SETS 5TH B.&W. 
PROGRAM ON NBC-RED 


Chicago, Sept. 10 
top of 


Seeds agency, is set- 


Y t 
Freeman Keyes, 


the Russel M. 


one-man 


g 
ting another show, the fifth, for 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co. 
over NBC. Starting Oct. 4 over 65 
NBC-Red stations, Keyes will have 


anew 30-minute show at 9 p.m. CST, 
for the Wings king size cigarets. 
Other B. & W. shows on NBC are 
‘Showboat,’ ‘Renfro Folks,’ 
‘Uncle Walter's and 


Plantation Party.’ 


Valley 


Doghouse’ 


a ect 
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Some Wash. State Radio Men Resent 
Settlement of Bitter ASCAP Feud; | 
Clips 50% of Stations’ Indebtedness te AE 





Seattle, Sept. 10. | 

Legal phase of the settlement of | 
the controversy between Washing- | 
ton State broadcasters and the! 
American Society of Composers, Au- | 
thors and Publishers remains up in 


the air because of the illness of a 
federal jurist. Judge R. C. Cush- 
man was slated last week to hear 
a petition declaring the anti-ASCAP 
statute unconstitutional, but it was 
found that he won't return to the 
bench until Sept. 28. The petition 
was to be offered by Attorney Gen- 
eral Smith Troy. 

Troy last Thursday (5) met with 
the Washington broadcasters to out- 
line to them the terms of the 
ASCAP settlement. In return for 
signatures on new five-year licensing 
agreements, ASCAP, it was re- 
ported, had agreed to knock off 50% 
of the stations’ present indebtedness 
to the Society and allow the broad- 
casters to also deduct expenditures 
made in the various litigations 
brought in connection with the 
anti-ASCAP statute. 

Kenneth Davis, original sparkplug 
of the Washington-ASCAP litiga- 
tion, who is now living in Los An- 
geles, appeared before the broad- 
casters and gave them his version of 
the settlement. Some of the broad- 
casters present expressed them- 
selves as opposed to yielding to 





ASCAP and as chagrined at the turn 
of events. If and when the decree 
is handed down by the court an end! 





Almost Silent 
Atlanta, Sept. 10. >> 

Only untoward incident in 
connection with airing last week 
of Congressman Martin Dies’ ad- 
dress came when Harry Daugh- 
erty, WSB’s chief engineer, dis- 
covered 15 minutes before Dies 
was to go on air, that he had 
brought everything necessary ex- 
cept a mike. 

Mark Bartlett, station’s pro- 
duction chief, saved day with a 
record dash to studios and back 
in time to get Dies on air, 








GRANGE SWAMIS 


FOR NATL 
REFINING 


Harold ‘Red’ Grange, former I)li- 
nois University and professional foot- 
ball player, will do a series of twice- 
weekly football broadcasts over 18 
Mutual stations in the midwest 
starting Oct. 4 for National Refining. 
Series will include predictions on a 
Friday night show and a summary of 
| scores on Saturday nights. Sherman 





will have been brought to one of the |K. Ellis is the agency. 


bitterest and costliest fights with | 


which ASCAP has had to contend | KFRU, 
| Evansville, 


since its inception. 


LAWRENCE SCHWAB HA 
RADIO MUSICAL IN WORK 





Lawrence Schwab, legit and aim | 


Stations to carry the stanza are 
Columbus, Mo.: WGBF, 
Ind.; WHK, Cleveland; 


i Columbus, O.; WMT, Cedar 


| Kan. 


pids; KGFW, Kearney, 
Fro Lincoln: 
| KGGF, Coffeyville, Kan.; 
lina, Kan.; WREN, Lawrence-Kansas 
City, Kan.; and KCKN, Kansas City, 
Stations KOIL, Omaha; WSPD, 
Toledo; KWK, St. Louis; 
cago; WIRE, 


Indianapolis; WNAX, 


producer, is huddling with William | yankton, S: D., will record the Fri- 
McCaffrey, agent, on the details of| day program and play it later the 


an original musical comedy 
for radio. Schwab would not only | 
preduce, but collaborate on 
preparation of the script. 


series | same night. 


the | 


All the Saturday shows 
will be live. 

Besides the above stations getting 
| the series commercially, the other 


Framewerk of the serial has al-/ Mutual outlets may also get it with 
ready been worked out and, as soon | the commercial blurbs deleted. 


as a couple of sample scripts have | 


been completed, an installment will 





be cast and recorded for audition- | BOROUGHS’ QUIZ | ON 


ing purposes. It’s Schwab's idea to} 
use an original song for the series’ 
theme and include one or two origi- 
nal musical numbers in each pro- 
gram, pegged f for 30 minutes. 


Rinso Ihiahincdtinn 
‘Big Town’ With Disks 


Rinso (Lever Bros.) will again 
supplement the coverage of the live 
version of ‘Big Town’ 
off-the-line transcription on some 25 
stations, The disc series will run 
three weeks behind the CBS install- 
ments. 

CBS 
Robinson, 


show, starring Edward G. 
returns Oct. 9. 





Yankton, S. D., Sept. 10: 
Charley Worcester, farm service | 
director for WNAX, local CBS out- 


on CBS with | 


_ WOR FOR NOXEMA 





Neb.: | 
WMPS, Memphis; | 
KSAL, Sa- | 


WGN, Chi- | 


CHI PRO GRID ON WJJD 
TO HAVE 4 SPONSORS 


Chicago, Sept. 10. 
Professional football as played by 





Jack p Heng regular sports an- 
pode. on the station, will handle 
‘the mike, airing both the at-home 
j}and out-of-town games by direct 
wire. 
| Four sponsors will split the billing. 
|These are Walgreen's Dr. West 
| Toothbrush, Gem Razor and Old Gold 
| cigarets. 


WFIL, WIP TUG 
FOR SPOTLIGHT 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 

The tug-of-war between WFIL | 
and WIP over who's to be Mutual 
Broadcasting System's chief outlet in 
|Philly continues. Last week Bene- 
| dict Gimbel, Jr., WIP prexy, came 
back from New York with a con- 
tract to air Mutual's broadcast of the 
| World’s Series in his brief case. Last 
'year the series was a WFIL exclu- 
| sive, 

On Friday (6) Roger Clipp, WFIL’s 
general manager, exhibited his plum 
—an exclusive to broadcast Mutual's 
piece of the Army-Navy game to be 
played here at the Municipal Sta- 
dium, Nov. 30. 


EGNER, DISK DIVISION 
MGR., NBC’S 15TH V.P. 


C. Lloyd Egner, manager of NBC's 
recording division, was made a vice- 




















This brings the roster of NBC v.p.’s 
up to 15: 

Egner has been with NBC since it 
| established the radio recording set- 
| up in 1934. Before that he was man- 
|ager of record and recording sales 
for the RCA Manufacturing Co. in 
Camden. 


'Fishell to Call "Em On 
| Pro Giants for Schick 





: | 
New York Football Giants games 


| this fall will be broadcast exclusive- 
ly by WHN., New York, for Magazine 
|Repeating Razor Co., plugging the 
Schick razor. It will be an 1l-game 
ischedule of home and away games, 


| with Dick Fishell and Bert Lee ‘Bert | 


| Noxema Chemical starts-this Sun-|Lebahr, Jr.) handling the play-by- 

day (13) to sponsor a new quiz se-|play accounts. Starts Sunday (15). 

|ries, ‘Battle of the Boroughs,’ lo- | Spielers will go along with the 

cally over WOR, New York, at 4- team to handle the games from 

gy Ruthrauff & Ryan is the) washington, Philadelphia and Pitts- 
Icy 


Other editions of the 
been heard 
more, 
| cities, 


in Washington, 
Toronto, Montreal and 


Byron, Farr Acquire 


| 








show have} | Grounds, mM Bas 
Balti- | 


other 


‘Can't Take Kt’ for Air) 


Ed Byron and Finis Farr have ob- 


burgh, as well as those from the Polo 
and Ebbetts 
Brooklyn. Mathes is 
| WHN had the games of the Giants 
and Brooklyn last fall, 
j}ever team was convenient. General 
Mills a siremnadate them for Wheaties. 


2 Join MBS 


Field, 


' 
i 
} 
! 


tained the radio rights of ‘You Can't | Mutual is about to get two more 


| Take It With You.’ 


| tioning purposes. 
Byron’s ‘What’s My Name?’ 


| over price. 


let, is completing a four-week tour of " 


ASCAP Says Its Door Was Never 


fairs in this area, covering a route of 
4,500 miles and using the station’s re- 
mote truck to record programs to be 
used on a specially-established ‘Noon 
Hour Farm Service Program.’ He 
left Aug. 19 and is due back tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 

During the trip he will have vis- 
ited the state fairs of- Minnesota, 
Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska and 
North Dakota’s Red River Valley 
Fair at Fargo. 
have attended are those at Spensor, 
Ia.; Rosebud, S. D. 





Second Lt. 
Colorado National 


Other fairs he will | 


Robert Young of the; 


Closed to NAB; 


They are now 
|} working on an adaptation for audi- 


is be- 
| ing dickered for by Feen-a-Mint, but 
|there seems to be much difference 


affiliates, bringing its list to 145 sta- 
tions. 

| WLAV, Grand Rapids 250-watter. 
joins the network next Monday (16) 
| WBML, Macon, Ga., 
or about Oct. 
construction. 


1, on completion of 


‘No Special Invites’ 











the ASCAP board of directors held 
Thursday (5). 


| 


turned to duty as announcer at KOA, put off from the previous. Thursday. 
Denver, after duty with the Louisi-| Board also approved the admission 


ana maneuvers of his outfit. 


Other | of a number of new members and 


KOA staff members in the service | handled routine matters, 


include Lloyd E. Yoder, manager; J. 
A. Slusser, transmitter engineer; 


lieutenants in the naval reserve. 


It was disclosed that applications | 
| for new licensing contracts were be- 
Glen Glasscock, control engineer all | 


Progress report by the radio com- 
mittee of the American Society of 
| Composers, Authors and Publishers 
took up most of the session which 


It was the regular 
Guard has re-| monthly meeting which had been 


ing received from independent sta- | such as this no formal 
| tions at the rate of about 10 a day. 


| In answer to suggestions from broad- 
casters friendly to ASCAP that an 
invitation be extended to the radio 
committee of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, it was pointed 


closed to this group by ASCAP, but 
rather that this group had walked 
out on the Society. 

, ASCAP board has taken the posi- 
tion that its radio committee would 
be glad to talk to any one duly rep- 
resenting stations or networks. 
| Claims that with an open door policy 
invitations 





are necessary. 


| president, of the network last week. | 


the agency. | 


using which- | 


will tie in on} 


out that the door had never been | 





Certain, Now 





Monterey, Cal., Sept. 10. 

KDON received the following 
request from a couple of its 
listeners: 

‘We have been happily married 
for six months today, and would 
like very much for you to play, 
‘They Said It Wouldn't Last.’ 
This is for those people who told 
us before we were married that 
| it wouldn't last. 

‘P.S. If it is possible please 
have the other gentleman repeat 
this number on the ‘Calling All 





Tunes’ program, so that if those 
people missed it the first time 
they'll hear it later.’ 








FCC SAYS NO 
TO MASS. 
DAILY 


Fall River, Mass., Sept. 10. 

Fetition of the Herald-News, only 
newspaper in textile city of Fall 
| River, Mass., for FCC approval of 
| its purchase of WSAR, 1,000 watter 
| and city’s only station, has been 
| turned down by the Commission on 
| grounds that single owgership of the 
| only radio and newspaper outlets 
oe a community constitutes a mo- 
|nopoly on the channels of public 
‘opinion. Newspaper has asked for a 
hearing on the adverse report. 

Purchase was set last May 10, 
when paper put down binder with 
the Welch Electrical Co. No price 
Was announced at time, but authen- 
tic reports said the figure 
around $135,000. Station, which has 
'a regional status, and is largest in 
Mass. south of Boston, is affiliated 
with Mutual and with the Yankee 
and Colonial webs. 

Unfavorable FCC report came as 
a distinct shock to applicants in Fall 
River and to owners of newspaper, 
the Kelly-Smith Co., newspaper reps, 
who handle some national spot ac- 
counts. 





Main reason for surprise at the 
FCC decision by both station and 
|mewspaper oWners concerns situa- 
|tion in Fall River’s twin city, New 
Bedford, less than 14 miles away. 
{In New Bedford, the only station. 


WNBH, a 20 watter by day and 100 
at night, is owned by E. Anthony & 
| Sons, Inc., who also own and pub- 
lish The Standard-Times and Mer- 
cury, city’s only newspapers. Sale 
of WNBH to the New Bedford news- 
papers in 1934 was approved by the 
FCC despite flood of protests from 
labor unions and merchants that 
single ownership of community's 
only newspapers and radio station 
constituted an unfair monopoly on 
|} public opinion. WNBH recently 
was granted an increase in power to 
250 watts at night, effective Jan. 1, 
1941, and station is presently con- 
structing a new 375 foot tower and 
| transmitter on Crow Island, Fair- 
| haven, in New Bedford harbor. The 
New Bedford station has the same 
network affiliations as WSAR. 


3d a on KXOK 


Sept. 10. 
The number of local brewery spon- 
sored programs over KXOK 
swelled to three last week when the 
Columbia Brewing Co., through the 
Olian Agency, bought a quarter- 
| hour noon newscast spot. The Hyde 
|Park Breweries, through Ruthrauff 
| & Ryan, is bankrolling home games 
|of the Browns and Cardinals, with 
KXOK originating the play-by-play 
|for a six-station web, and two. 15- 
min, sports commentaries daily. 
The Griesedieck Bros. Brewery has 
|been sponsoring a nightly phone- 
|request hour over this station for 
nine months. This contract was re- 
‘cently expanded to include six quar- 
Paes of pop tunes daily. 
| 


St. Louis, 


was 





Carol Irwin, Young & Rubicam | 


supervisor of daytime radio, went to 
| Lake Placid last week for one of her 
| periodic confabs with Kate Smith | 
,and Ted Collins about their daily 
i series for Grape Nuts. 


was * 


ae 


CBS’ Color Tele Impressive; New 
Ideas May Retard It Commercially 


! 
By BEN BODEC 


CBS’ laboratory demonstration of 
color television Wednesday (4) 
‘produced quite an impression on the 
invitees, who included newspaper- 
men, engineers, etc. The exhibition 
was confined to the reproduction of 
a 16 mm. Kodakchrome film with 
the transmission wholly by 
from an adjoining room. Colum- 
,bia’s tele transmitter, it was ex- 
‘plained, had been taken apart for 
‘realignment to the network's new 
television band, so that the network 
couldn’t demonstrate any live pick- 
ups or casting of the film bits over 


wire 


the air. 
Two receivers were used in the 
demonstration. They were placed 


side by side, one showing color and 
the other the same images in black 
and white. The detail and definition 
were sharply in the color version's 
favor. Another advantage that made 
itself highly noticeable was that even 

with room illumination most of this 
definition was retained by the color 
frames, 

Broad Variety 


The experimental motion picture 
shots used were of & broad variety 
and sufficed to prove that if and 
when the televising of colored pic- 
tures over the air is perfected this 
‘media will pack a powerful wallop 
in the business of selling merchan- 
dise. There is also the possibility 
that, as these new developments pop 
up, the date of commercial tele- 


'vision’s inception will be prolonged. 


The FCC might, with the announce- 
ment of each development, figure 
that the assignment of commercial 
licenses can wait until the latest 
twist has had an opportunity for fur- 


ther perfection. Perhaps al] that 
the FCC now needs to set commer- 
cial television on the shelf for an- 
other year or so is to have some one 


enter the field version of 
third dimension. 

The film used had been taken sat 
64 frames a second and run off at 
60 frames a second. One problem 
that color transmission and recep- 
tion has yet to solve is automatic 
monitoring. Dr. Peter C. Goldmark, 
inventor of CBS’ color television, 
doesn’t know whether it will be pos- 
sible to invent such automatic ap- 
paratus. As things now stand, the 
slightest turning too much of the 
color,fusion dial will produce dis- 
tortion of color. CBS’ present color 
picture contains 343 lines  inter- 
laced, and Dr. Goldmark is now 
experimenting on pushing this wp 
to 400 lines without stepping out of 
the six-megacycle band. 

Simple Additions 


Only two additional items required 


with a 


for color in a television set ie @ 
motor and a rotating disc with three 
filters (red, green and blue). The 
operations of this disc are so con- 


trived that the red filter, for in- 
stance, when it is in front of the 
electronic tube, will register on)y 
those parts of the picture which 
contain red. The three filters are 
so balanced as to give the effect of 
pure white when the picture is 
white. The disc on the sending and 
receiving apparatus is so synchro- 
nized that at the instant the red 
filter is in front of the pickup tube 
a red filter is in front of the receiver 
tube. The same applies to the red 
and blue. 

Scanning method differs from that 
used in black and white systems, in 
that the picture is scanned every 
60th of a second instead of every 
30th of a second. At the end of the 
first 60th of a second only two colors 
have been used and, since the third 
color requires an additional 1/120th 
of a second, the total time required 
for a single picture in full color is 
1,40th of a second. 


Pitt Store Re-signs 
School Sportscaster 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 





Joseph Horne’s, one of town's 
leading department stores, has 
bought Paul Kurtz’s ‘Scholastic 


Sports’ program for second succes- 
sive season on station WWSW. Pro- 
gram got underway for 1940 Friday 
night (6) and will be a weekly fea- 
ture for at least 37 weeks, duratio: 
of its rum last year. 

Kurtz is scholastic sports editor of 
Pittsburgh Press, Scripps-Howerd 
daily. Show uses guest every week, 
generally a highschool coach or ® 
star of football, basketball or base- 
ball, 
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NAB. PRESIDENT 
AIRS MUSIC VIEWS 


By Neville Miller 
(President, N. A. B.) 


The National Association of Broad- 
casters is glad to have an opportu- 
nity to set forth its view of the pres- 








ent conflict between ASCAP and the 
broadcasters. | 

I think it is important that broad- | 
casters, at the outset, dispose of cer- | 


tain misconceptions which exist with 
respect to their viewpoint. Broad- | 
casters have no quarrel either with 
writers or with publishers. They | 
have what they feel is a very sub-| 
stantial grievance against ASCAP. | 
An effort has been made to create | 
the impression that broadcasters do 
not realize the importance of music | 
to their programs and that they do 
not want to pay for the music they | 
use. If this were true it would be a 
startling example of shortsightedness | 
on the part of our industry. That 
no such attitude exists can, I think, | 
be pointed out by the facts them- | 
selves. 

Broadcasters paid over $4,000,000 
to ASCAP in 1939 out of a total in- 
come for the industry, as published 
in the June 24 issue of VARIETY and 
taken from FCC tables, of 
$112.000.000. This is 40 times as much 
of the broadcasters’ income as the 
payments made to ASCAP by any 
other industry. 

Over a year ago, the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, anticipat- 
ing the end of the present contract 
with ASCAP, caused a committee to 
be appointed some time before its 
national convention in order to as- 
certain the basis upon which pay- 
ment would be made in the future. 
That committee asked for confer- 
ences with duly authorized repre- 
sentatives of ASCAP in order that 
negotiation might take place. ASCAP 
refused to negotiate with the com- 
mittee. Indeed, when ASCAP, this 
year, promulgated its new proposals 
it did so without any previous dis- 
cussion with the industry from 
which it approximately two- 
thirds of its revenue, and the Broad- 
casters’ Committee was not even in- 
vited to the meeting at which the 
terms were disclosed. It is because 
of the terms of this proposed con- 
tract, and not by reason of any act 
on the part of the broadcasters, that 
the music of ASCAP writers and 
ASCAP publishers will not be avail- 
able broadcasters after Dec. 31, 
1940 


gets 


to 


Quotes VARIETY 
The new contract deserves analy- 
sis. Variety estimated that it would 
eall for the payment by Broadcast- 
ers of $8,750,000 per annum during 


| ASCAP-radio controversy was 
| scribed yesterday by John G. Paine, | 


1941 (April 3, 1940, page 27, column | 


3). This estimate, however, was 


based upon the supposition that cer- | 


tain reductions in rate would be ap- 
plicable to stations having an income 
of less than $250,000. That these 
reductions were actually limited to 


Stations grossing less than $150,000 
ls a facfor that must increase the 
estimate, as is the fact, subsequently 


disclosed, that ASCAP now intends 


to collect a percentage of the broad- 
Casters revenue not only from the 
Sale of time on the air but also from 
line charges, certain revenue derived 


from the sale of talent, etc. It may, 
therefore, be stated with the utmost 
Conservatism that ASCAP is de- 


manding more than $9,000,000 a year 
from broadcasters, and is increasing 
its charges to 80 times as much per 
dollar of gross income as now is paid 


by any other industry utilizing 
ASC AP music. 
It is well also to examine at this 


time the basis upon which ASCAP'’s 
Charges are levied. I suppose that 
there is no music writer in the coun- 
try who would not be aggrieved if | 
the news-gathering agencies com- 
bined and said that they would not 
#ermit their news to be used on the | 
alr unless they were paid a percent- 
age of the broadcasters’ revenue 
from musical programs which did | 
not utilize news, Fair-minded writ- 


ets and publishers of music will | 
ae that it is equally unreasonable | 
lat 


Sroadeasters should pay for 
‘Continued on page 30) 


Indictment Cure? 


Certain broadcasters are bank- 
ing heavily on the rumored in- 
dictment of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Justice to solve the im- 
passe now existing between most 
of the radio industry and ASCAP 
on the new licensing contract. 

Way these broadcasters have it 
figured out, ASCAP will readily 
agree to a consent decree and, 
after this has been issued, the 
Society will then ask Thurman 
“arnold, the assistant U. S. attor- 
ney general, what plan he would 
suggest for allocating fees in the 
broadcasting industry. 








PAINE BRUSHES: 


OFF KAYES 


Offer of Sydney Kaye, BMI v.p. 
and lawyer, to hold a debate on the 
de- 


ASCAP general manager, as promis- 
ing nothing fruitful toward a solu- 
tion of the question. Paine said he 


couldn’t see any subject to debate 
unless it had to do with the superior- 
the ASCAP catalog 
(BMI) 


into business. 


ity of over a 


publishing house which has 
just 
‘The 


‘between 


zone 
only question,’ stated Paine, 
ASCAP and 
broadcasting industry is the contract 
which ASCAP has sent to every sta- 
tion and every chain as the basis for 
licensing after this year. The con- 
tract does not involve BMI in any 
way. Discussions of contracts are 
not a rule matters of public de- 


the radio 


as 


| 
| 





| 


bate, but matters of orderly business | 


procedure and negotiations. 


chains or any stations, we'll be glad 


to discuss business with him in a 
business-like way, in line with 
ASCAP’s policy of the open door 


and its practice of making its music 
available to all at terms within the 
means of all.’ 


If Mr. | 
Kaye is authorized_to speak for any | 


| 


BMI REPLIES 


TO CAESAR 
AND SPA 


The following is an open 
sent to Irving Caesar, president of 
the Songwriters Protective Asso- 
ciation, by Sydney M. Kaye, vice- 
president and general counsel of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., in reply to 
an open letter from Ceasar on Aug. 
26: 

If SPA is serious in saying 
that they wish to negotiate with 
respect to our contract, we can 
only reiterate that we are per- 
fectly willing to negotiate, pro- 
vided that the basis of that ne- 
gotiation is thoroughly under- 
stood. One basis is that BMI 
must be enabled to operate just 
as effectively in the field of li- 
censing performing rights as 
ASCAP, and that there should 
be no discrimination against it. 
The second basis on which such 
negotiation should be predicated 
is that we must both recognize 
that the fairest way to compen- 
sate composers for the use of 
their music on radio broadcast- 


ing stations is in precise pro- 
portion to the use of their 
works by broadcasters. We 


must repeat that we cannot rec- 
ognize the claim that you have 
put forward that composer 
is entitled to a different scale 
of compensation from another. 
If the works of Irving Caesar 
have a greater appeal to the 
public than the works of an- 
other songwriter, that will be 
determined by the number of 
that they are performed 
therefore, the public and 
any arbitrary group will 
make the choice. It is on this 
basis, as I explained before, that 
SPA and BMI broke off at- 
tempts to arrive at any under- 
standing. If you are willing to 
recognize what seems to me this 
incontrovertible basis, there 
no reason why your organization 
and eurs should not try to arrive 
at a mutual understanding. 
Challenge to Debate 
You have repeated in the clos- 
ing part of your letter your 
(Continued on page 26) 


one 


times 
and, 
nov 


is 


letter | 





MILLER VS. PAINE ON ASCA 


+ —— ee - 


‘Battle Page’ 


In view of the diverse opin- 
ions involved in the Broadcast- 
ers vs. ASCAP situation, this is- 
sue marks the inauguration of a 
permanent ‘battle page’ wherein 
both sides can air their views. 

Both sides of the fence, in this 
open forum, may help clarify the 
matter during the next few 
months, which augur the incep- 
tion of an intensive period of 
masterminding, maneuvering, 
bickering and negotiations. 


—_———+ 





Broadcasters—agencies, adver- 
tisers, station Owners—and the 
music men—ASCAP, the indiv- 
idual writers and publishers— 
will be given reasonable space 
and opportunity to air their 
views. 


BMI POINTS UP 
AMP’S 25%, 
DISCOUNT 


— es 








Broadcast Music, Inc., is notifying 
its members that Associated Music 
Publishers, Inc., will make its per- 
forming rights available to them at 
discount. It’s the first 


a 25% move 


lof this sort by BMI in its campaign 


'to surround broadcasters 


with a mu- 
sical repertoire that would be avail- 
ible to them in the event no 
licensing deal has been made with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers by Jan. 1. 
The AMP's is strictly a classical 
repertoire. BMI, by the discount de- 


new 


vice, assumes no obligation on its 
own It merely tells its members 
of the bargain rate open to them. 
The AMP has a standard rate, 


the 


namely an amount equal per month 
to the price asked by the station for 


an evening quarter hour. Contracts 
| are for a year with automatic re- 
newals. 

ASCAP two weeks ago disclosed 


ithat there was a special deal in the 


works BMI and AMP. At 
the time, it also passed comment on 
the circumstance that most of 
AMP’s catalog contracts were with 
German and Austrian publishers and 
economic implications involved 


between 


D.C. Mulls an All-Inclusive Probe _ 
Of Entire Radio-Music Situation 


Washington, Sept. 10 
Federal authorities figure the en- 
tire radio-music situation must be 


thoroughly probed, although so far | 


only preliminary inquiries have been 
initiated Before the end, every 
angle — producers, performers and 
consumers’ interests and activities— 
is due for detailed checking. 
Trade reports that the Justice 
is k into 


De- 


partment yoking the opera- 


tions of American Federation of Mu- 
sicians along with American Society 
»f Composers, Authors and Publish 
ers have been borne out by off-the- 
record statements and quizzing ol 


broadcasters and other music-t 
Sut 
indicating 
James C. 
the receiving 


Whether 


so far there is nothing definite 
the Feds’ plan 
Petrillo and associates 
end of indictments 
ASCAP will be target for 


) put 
i 


on 


criminal prosecution also remains 
; uncertain. 
Mass of complaints and counter- 


charges submitted to the Justice De- 
partment has convinced some prom- 
inent officials that Government au- 
thorities no longer can sidestep the 
problem of fumigating both Tin Pan 
Alley and the music requirements of 
the radio business. Attitude of one 
responsible Federal executive was 
that it is unfair to everybody to 
measure only one side of the tri- 
angle—meaning ASCAP. 
In ‘Study Stage’ 

At the moment, the inquiry is in 

the ‘study stage.’ Despite 


shortage | 


of manpower, assistant attorney 
eral Thurman Arnold’s_ anti-trust 
staffers are digging into data ob- 


gen- | 
S 


tained via questionnaires, subpoenas, | 


conferences and interviews to de- 
termine just how far to go. They 
have not decided yet whether to em- 


ploy a civil or criminal technique 
but are collecting info on which a 
decision will be based 
Revival of the Equity suit against 
ASCAP ems inevitadile The rul- 
f the higher courts in the fa- 
Madison Oil cases, it is felt by 
ernment attorney knocked out 
basis of the ASCAP defense. If 
it the petroleum industry did was 
fal, then the method of pooling 


licensing users 
under the 
Ss conviction 


music and is equally 
repugant Sherman act. 
With thi asa the 
prosecutors now are weighing the re- 
lated phases. They have conferred 
with both labor and radio industry 
leaders. 

They are ogling Broadcast Music, 
Inc.. and the webs 

They are checking on bewhiskered 
rumors of some understanding be- 
tween AFM and ASCAP, dusting off 
the trade whispers that E. Claude 
Mills several years ago enlisted the 
performers in attempiing to compel 
broadcasters to accept the ASCAP 
terms; and the position of the Na- 
tional Ass’n of Performing Artists 
aiso is being surveyed. 

In some quarters there is a dispo- 
sition to doubt whether anything be- 


Starter, 


+ 


sides the ASCAP suit will come of 
the current interest at the D. of J. 
It's a Campaign Year 


This is a campaign year, it is noted, 


and the Federal government is un- 
likely to do any cracking down on 
the broadcasters or iabor, at least 
until the election is over And the 
yutcome of the campaign may have 
profound effect ysotine j 1ua 
feeling the musik i ation qu 
court airing Furthermore, it is felt 
there is me ASCAP propagand 
behind the gossip that BMI and the 
webs may find themselves the »D 
ject of embarrassing inquiries 

Some of the skepticism is based 
on the change of policy on part of 
the musicians. Instead of putting on 
the screws AFM has lain !ow in 
cent months, industry figures re- 
marked. Relations between the In- 


dependent Radio Network Affiliates 
and AFM have been more or less 
satisfactory, and continuance for an- 


other year of the pacts expiring this 
month 


to tension. 
not considered 
veteran broadcasting 


expected 
flare-up is 


since 


Is ease 


Recent 
serious, 


industry people remark that if AFM 
intended 
union heads would have pulled their 
men 
with 
jlot of finger-pointing on both sides 
which has intrigued the D. of J. Such 
}as Gene Buck’s 
conspiracy of users in answer to the 


to start a tug-of-war the 


out in 
almost 


and 
is a 


many more 
no notice. 


Spots 
There 


letter charging a 


(Continued on page 26) 





AOUAP'D GENE A 
MANAGER'S olf 


By John G. Paine 
(General Manager, ASCAP) 


The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and _ Publishers 


'«ASCAP) has three functions, name- 


ly: 

First, to make available to 
public through a simple licensing 
means, the music it wants from 
American and foreign creators. 

Second, to protect the composers 
and authors of the music of yester- 
day; to defend those who are writ- 
ing the music of today; to encour- 
age those who will write the musie 
of tomorrow; and to act as negoti- 
ator of the Public Performance 
Right for them and their publishers 
with big business, such as the radio 
industry. 

Third, to provide its licensees 
with a complete and well rounded 
musical library and a constant sup- 
ply of new works. 

As far as the public is concerned, 
there is an insatiable and never-end- 
ing demand for music, and our mem- 
bers do everything possible to fill 
that demand. 

To accomplish this end, we must 


the 


encourage songwriters to write and 
publishers to publish. The best en- 
couragement that can be offered is 
protection of their rights and ade- 


quate remuneration for their efforts. 
As Deems Taylor has aptly said, 
‘Fame pays no bills.’ 

ASCAP and its publishers are the 
only ones who regularly secure any- 


thing to the songwriters. Radio 
doesn’t. It would be interesting to 
see side by side the comtracts by 
which ASCAP publishers obtain 
rights from authors and by which 
Radio obtains rights from authors. 
In olden days, composers enjoyed 


royal subsidies and patronage. This 
is no longer possible. Most civilized 
countries, however, now have their 
Performing Rights Societies, and 20 
of these’ societies—with a total 
membership of over 41,000—are af- 
filiated with ASCAP for protection 
igainst exploitation by persons us- 
ing their creations for private profit. 

The need for this protection arises 
from the unwillingness of commer- 
users of music to pay for this 
material. Before ASCAP was formed, 
songwriters suffered while Big Busi- 


cial 


ness used their music for profit 
without paying a cent for it. When 
ASCAP tried to collect, users tried 


to bankrupt it by dragging it 
through the courts and the legista- 
tures at needless legal expense. And 
now that it has been upheld, they 
resort to other forms of harassment 
in an endeavor to compel it let 
them write their own ticket. 
What It’s All About 

That's what the present 
versy is about. Under the license 
which expires Dec. 31, 1940, ASCAP 
was supposed to get 5% of. the net 
sponsors payments to radio stations. 
3ut the chains ran things so that we 


to 


contro- 


eceived only 2.42% and nothing 
f n the chains as such Now > 
ant the chain to take out n 
licenses and pay their share. At the 
ame time, we are drastically reduc- 
ing the amount to be paid by the 
individual stations. Evide y the 
chains don’t want to stand t r 
lare, and so they threaten to boy- 
cott us 

In acting as negotiator for the 


ongwriters and publishers, we pro- 
vide a central source through which 


our music is available to all at 
terms within the means of all. For 
example, beginning Jan. 1, 50 f 
all radio stations will only have to 
pay us $1 per month, as a sustain- 
ing fee, for all our music—past, 
present and future. 

Where they have sponsored pro- 
grams, we get 3% of the net re- 
ceipts, but we gamble on that. We 
only get it if the stations get it. If 
radio can sell more advertising as 
a result of better music. we feel 


that the creators and publishers of 
this music are entitled to a proper 
share. 
Now, in the matter of serving our 
(Continued on page 26) 
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BROADCASTERS TO HUDDLE WITH FCC 
THURS. (12) T0 SIMPLIFY APPLICATIONS 


Some Look at It as Sign That Era of Commish 
Toughness Is Over—Lawyers, However, Skeptical 


of Change in Attitude 


} exaemsemmaasmemis 


Washington, Sept. 10. 


First huddle over broadcasters’| ly into genealogy of applicants. Legit association ruled that in case near that of the commercial code, es- | ings. Since the union is usually ’ 
objections to all embracing. new ap- Both the AM and FM groups have a strike i called no members of the timating that its proposed rates | eager to have such sessions fully re- q 
plication forms of the FCC, step to-| axes to grind. Latter is more up- organization would be permitted to would involve a total increase of | ported if the membership sentiment 
ward simplifying the questions that| set about the intricate engineering week on about $100,000 for all networks an-|is solidly in support, it is assumed ¥ 


have provoked widespread resent- 
ment, takes place Thursday (12). 
Committees representing the indus- 
try and the regulators will review 
the voluminous blanks, with each 
trying to get over its ideas about 
the need or lack of reason for much 
of the info demanded. 

Willingness of the commish to lend 
an ear to industry dissatisfaction is 
hailed as indicating the era of 
toughness on the part of the regula- 
tors is over, but many lawyers are 
keeping their fingers crossed, skep- 
tical about readiness of the FCC at- 
torneys to backtrack. 

No crystallized ideas are ready 
for presentation by the industry 
squawkers, While there’s general 
feeling the commish has asked for 
much valueless data, and is impos- 
ing a wholly unjustifiable burden, 
the broadcasters are not in position 
to present any alternatives at this 
week's confab. Purpose of the ses- 
sion, therefore, is to learn the com- 





mission's motives in going so deep- 


questions, although sharing dislike 
for all the inquiries about economic 
qualifications, personal history, and 
character of blank singers. Mass of 
detail required by the commish is 
said to be one reason for the small 
number of FM reauests re-filed since 
the new policy was determined. Un- 
less the FCC agrees to make it 
easier and cheaper for prospective 
FM broadcasters to make their appli- 
cations, the new art will be greatly 
set back, spokesmen maintain. 

Committee from the NAB, speak- 
ing only for the AM operators, is 
Gene Pulliam, WIRE, chairman; W. 
C. Alcorn, WBNX; Harold Bachel- 
der, WFBR;: Harold Lafount, WCOP; 
Phil Hennessey, NBC; Kenneth 
Raine ,CBS ,and Reed Rollo, Mutual. 
Commish negotiators are Telford 
Taylor, general counsel; Joseph 
Rauh, assistant general counsel; Tom 
Slowie, secretary; William Norfleet, 
chief accountant, and Lieut. E. K. 
Jett, chief engineer. 
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Equity Backing AFRA 


Actors Equity council yesterday 
(Tuesday) passed a resolution sup- 
porting AFRA in its. threatened 
strike against network sustaining 
programs. 





sustaining programs in 
place of AFRA performers, 


SEASONAL BIZ 
UP 40%, AT 
WREN, KC. 





Kansas City, Sept. 10. 

Business for the summer and 
spring of 1940 at WREN, Kansas, 
was 40% ahead of biz for the same 
period of 1939, according to Ernest 
Pontius, commercial manager. This 
is partly ascribed to the broadcast 
of the Kansas City Blues baseball 
games by Walt Lochman with Gen- 
eral Mills and Socony Vacuum as 
sponsors, but in general to improve- 
ment all along the line. 

WREN has heretofore’ concen- 
trated on network (NBC blue) and 
national spot biz, but this year for 
the first time is going out after local 
accounts. Station has a cooperative 
program under way and is building 
other features to attract local mer- 
chants, while maintaining its re- 
gional accounts. 

New accounts signed for the fall 
season include: 

Faultless Starch for 300 announce- 
ments; placed through Ferry-Han- 
ley Agency of Kansas City. 

Staley Milling Co., six announce- 
ments weekly for two years; placed 
through Potts-Turnbull. 

Knox Co., quarter hour of news 
six times per week for 26 weeks; 
placed through the Allen Agency of 
Kansas City. 

Pittsburgh Midway Coal Co., quar- 
ter hour of news daily except Sun- 
day for 20 weeks; placed through 
R. J. Potts. 


W. VA. NET SCORES BEAT 
VIA F. D.’s AD LIB TALK 


Charlestown, W. Va., Sept. 10. 





West Virginia network registered 


‘ |a beat Tuesday (3) when it got Pres- 


|}ident Roosevelt to broadcast ex- 
temporaneously while here to in- 
spect the $22,000,000 Naval Ordinance 
|}plant at nearby South Charleston. 
|shortly before the President pre- 
|pared to board his special train for 
| Washington, Harold Miller, W. Va., 
7 news editor, passed him a 
mike. The President spoke for sev- 
| eral minutes, 

| It had been the understanding of 
| the correspondents traveling with the 
| President that he wouldn’t make any 
|speeches during the visit. Air talk 
| also came as a surprise to the Secret 
Service retinue on guard around the 
railroad station. Miller also induced 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt to come in 
for a short interview after the Presi- 





| Major Elliot, 
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that if AFRA were to allow its bluff 
to be called there would be little 
chance of the networks or agencies 
taking any future union ultimatums 
seriously. 
Wage Differences 

Points at issue are numerous and 
complex, but in general they boil 
down to differences over minimums 
for various classifications of pro- 
grams. AFRA seeks to raise the sus- 
taining scale to a point somewhere 


nually. Broadcasting officials insist 
that the AFRA demands would run 
far higher than that. 

According to an exhaustive table 
mailed by AFRA to its members this 
week, the main difference between 
the union’s proposals and the net- 
works’ offer is in the matter of pay 
for rehearsals. Basic rate for 15- 
minute, 30-minute and 60-minute 
scales for actors and singers for na- 
tional, Chicago and Pacific coast re- 
gional shows would be reduced under 
both the union and the broadcaster 
proposals. But where several hours 
of free rehearsal are now allowed by 
AFRA, rates of $2 to $4 an hour for 
rehearsal would be set, the exact 
amounts and the number of hours at 
different rates varying widely in the 
two schedules. 

In case a strike is actually called 
by AFRA, considerable uncertainty 
exists as to just what classifications 
of performers and programs would 
be involved. Actors, singers and an- 
nouncers on all regular sustaining 
shows would be included at the out- 
set. Position of commentators is 
vague, however. Present sustaining 
code doesn’t cover commentators, but 
most of the name men are members 
of the union through their commer- 
cial contracts, which are covered by 
the commercial code: Whether the | 
name commentators would be called | 
out and whether they would obey is | 
a question. 

Such men as Kaltenborn, Swing, 
Albert Warner and} 
sports commentators like Ted Hus- 
ing, Mel Allen, Clem McCarthy, Bill | 
Stern and the like have both com- 
mercial and sustaining spots. Or, in 
the case of Swing, deliver commer- 
cial broadcasts that are carried by 
some network stations on a sustain- | 
ing basis. Vocalists with dance | 








AFRA Threatens Strike 


Continued from page 21 ( 








bands must be AFRA members and 
almost certainly they would be 
called out. 

AFRA Uneasy 


Although AFRA leaders express 
complete confidence in the support 
of their membership in any strike 
action, there is some doubt in neu- 
tral quarters as to the reaction of the 
local meetings on the strike proposal. 
AFRA has not indicated whether the 
press will be admitted to the meet- 


that there may be some uneasiness 
on the matter even among the ex- 
ecutives themselves. 

But even if a minority at the meet- 
ings should fight the strike proposal, 
impartial observers believe the ma- 
jority of the members would vote to 
support a walkout. Strike action was 
almost unanimously voted when the 
sustaining code was being negotiated 
two years ago and was even more 
solidly backed when the commercial 
code was being thrashed out. Al- 
though AFRA has never had a strike, 
it is regarded as one of the most uni- 
fied memberships of all performer 
unions, 

The network negotiating commit- 
tee, headed by Mark Woods, NBC 
vice-president; Lawrence Lowman, 
CBS v.-p., and Julius Seebach, of 
Mutual, is now apparently sitting 
back to watch the results of AFRA’s 
local membership meetings. Repre- 
sentatives of the advertising agen- 
cies, who will have to negotiate 
with AFRA when the commercial 
code expires next February, have 
been sitting in as observers. 

Network spokesmen claim that 
AFRA’s bid for higher scales for 
the sustaining shows is unreasonable 
on the ground that the unsponsored 
programs are merely a public serv- 
ice, not only bringing in no revenue 
but actually involving a dead loss. 
However, AFRA argues that actors 


|must give the same amount of time 
|and effort for sustaining as for com- 


mercial shows, therefore 
should be about the same. 


the pay 





Harry W. Flannery, news analyst 
at KMOX, St. Louis, has begun ea 
new series of five-min. broadcasts 
for the St. Louis Independent Pack- 
ing Co., the business being placed by 
the Gardner Agency. 











TOUCHDOWN 
TIPS 


Here's an outstanding 
recorded football program 
for the Fall season! 


Conducted by Sam Hayes, one of the 








pad 





En 


country’s ace sports commentators; 
‘Touchdown Tips” is a 15-minute pro- 
gram that will select winners, forecast 
scores, and bring listeners interesting 
football highlights throughout the eom- 
ing season. 


directive antenna has pushed KLZ’s primary | dent's broadcast. 
(guaranteed) night coverage north and south to | 
serve a 33% greater population (broken line 
above). Field tests show a 24% increase in pri- 
mary (guaranteed) day coverage (solid line). 


Sunoco Drops Healey 
After Six Years 


Schenectady, Sept. 10. 

Colonel Jim Healey, news com- 
mentator-philosopher for Sun Oil 
Co., on a thrice-weekly quarter hour 
sked over WGY since 1934, will 
terminate his association with that 
sponsor Sept. 20.. This is due to fact 
NBC red is taking over 7:30-8 p.m. 


y, 
GY 
Z 


Weg SBIR 8: 


As a network feature, this program is 
already sold in 7 western states. It i 
now available at low cost as a 13-wee 
NBC recorded program for the rest of \ 


t 





This intensified power has made regular lis- 
tening to KLZ available to 176,400 more persons 
at night, an additional 182,389 persons days. 


KLZ’s present combination of power and 
programs makes this station more than ever your 


the country. First program will predict 
football results for Sept. 21st week-end. 
Act quickly! Program is subject to 


rior sale and availability. Wire nearest 
NBC Radio-Recording Division office for 








most competent ally in getting into the homes of spot nightly. Sunoco will pay Healey ~ details. 
> . until his contract ends Oct. 31. wy 
the Denver-Rocky Mountain region. Sealey may launch 9 Sunder’ hoon \ . . a 
(12:30-45) news-of-the-week feature a 
on WGY for Peter Paul (candy) as y 10- @co Ing iIViSiOn 
soon as he finishes stint with Sun Yi 
‘e i Aff, 
® DENVER’S CBS STATION ©. Yjf NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY . 





New Sun Oil setup calls for Lowell 
Thomas’ newscasts to be piped from 
blue band to WGY on Tuesday ed 
Thursday at 6:45 p.m, 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


RCA Bidg., Radio City, New York * Merchandise Mort, 
Chicago ¢ Sunset and Vine, Hollyweod 


OxtaHoma Pustishine Company 
ay THe Katz AcENcy, Inc 


AFFILIATED IN MANAGEMENT wiTH THE 
ano WKY, Oxtanoma City--Reeresentes 
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AUTO COIN POPS UP AGAIN 





Autos, Dept. Stores and Politics 
Now Major Detroit Categories 





Detroit, Sept. 10. 


Even if they are taking in war or- 
ders on a large scale for a sideline, 
the automobile companies have start- 
ed to use spot announcements plenti- 
fully. A heavy schedule of such ad- 
vertising, tied up with the new mod- 
els starting to come off the produc- 
tion lines, is shaping up. During the 
week both Hudson and Buick started 
their fanfare on new cars, with both 





‘Lever Testing 1-Minute 


Dramatics for Swan Soap 


Lever Bros. last week auditioned 
a series of one-minute dramatized 
musical announcements for a new 
product, Swan fioating soap. They’ll 
be waxed and used for spot cam- 
paigns, 





Chevrolet and Plymouth coming up 
next week with local announcements. 
Indications are there will be plenty 
of this business with the usual net- 
work reservations for Ford and 
Chrysler, and others using the big 
hook-ups, but diverting added ap- 
propriations for the introduction of 


Ben Larsen produced, 
Rubicam is the agency. 


SAN ANTONIO OFF 6.4%, 
AS SCHEDULES CHANGE 


Young & 





‘MRS, EXPANDING 
PUT SbHEDULES 


Nearly All Companies, Ex- 
cept Ford, Doing More 
Time Buying — Largely 
Chain Breaks, Announce- 





Stuff — May Attract Local 
Distribs 


—__—_— 


CHI THE HUB 





Although network revenues from 
automobiles has dwindled’ «from 
around $7,000,000 to $3,000,000 within 


ments and Participation 








K6O. Frisco, Sells News Sked: 


KSAN Wooing Femmes Only 


Premier Waxes Three 
New Commersh Series 


St. Louis, Sept. 10. 
Premier radio production agency 
has just completed two series of 





recorded spot announcements and a} 


new transcribed series for national 





San Francisco, Sept. 10. 
Biggest time sale on KGO this sea- 


'son completed ths week with signa- 


turing of National Funding Corp. of 
Los Angeles for year of news broad- 
casts on Blue outlet. Loaner bank- 
rolling 7 a.m. quarter-hour six days 
weekly as result of test which pulled 
1,737 letters in one week. 

Most striking development of the 


release. Latter is tabbed ‘Postcard; week in San Francisco was switch 
Auction.’ | of KSAN, indie 24-hour juicer, to 
Commercial spots are for New | 100% femme appeal. Billing itself 


Jefferson hotel here, through Anfen-| ‘the women’s station,’ low-watter is 
ger advertising agency, and Curlee| gearing its entire output to please 





clothes. ‘Postcard’ has been waxed'the ladies. Modern trend toward 
for Briggs Hoffmann Features. ispecialization makes development 
jentirely logical, is opinion of 


KSAN’s new manager, Lou Keplin- 





cramer Tad 


™ 





ey 





the new models in local salesrooms. 
Activity in the munitions field evi- 
(Continued on page 32) 





Des Moines Remains 


San Antonio, Sept. 10. 
With schedules being cleared for 
|new fall biz, with the baseball sea- 
}son coming to a close, and with sev- 
eral special broadcasts on Labor 


As Is; Rise Certain Pay, units in all departments took 


Des Moines, Sept. 10. 
Both network and national spot | 
units rose around two and a half | 


percent in the past week, but local | torpedo fleet: 
business fell off over eight percent. | 


This drop is in no wise alarming, be- | 
ing due to stoppage of State Fair | 
schedules 
made the local category unduly high. 
Fall biz continues to move toward a 
new record. 





| Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 


| 


downward curve. Marked the 
| lowest point here all summer. 
KONO: Mission City Pontiac Co., 
/announcements concerning the new 
Alamo Bottling Co., 
announcements in behalf of the bev- 
erage, Hippo Size. 

KMAC: Two full hours sponsored 


which previously had by the Aztec Furniture Co. (finals 


in their two amateur 
;newals were 
| tinuation of these programs which 


'are broadcast a half-hour each Sun- 


hours). Re- 


| 
received for the con-| 


the past couple of years, the motor 
manufacturers are still dallying a 
little with the ether medium. Last 
week almost every city included in 
VaRIETY'’s market reports bobbed up 
with a hunk of spot biz from one of 
the major car makers. 

On the whole this revenue will not 
be in the spectacular class, but it 
seems to be spread pretty evenly 
throughout the U. S. The manufac- 
turers are largely buying chain- 
breaks, announcements and partici- 
pation stuff, but indications are that 
this campaigning will attract local 
| distributors into the fold. The only 
|motor maker who let go a really 
healthy schedule was Ford, which al- 
lotted KMBC the Big Six football 
games in Kansas City. 








KMBC GETS FOOTBALL 
VIA FORD; K.C. FINE. 


Kansas City, Sept. 10. 

Fall stride is in evidence as all de- 
partments show slight gains. Sam 
Bennett, salesmanager at KMBC, an- 
nounced the station had signed the 
Ford Dealers’ Association of Kansas 
City to sponsor the Walt Lochman 
broadcasts of Big Six football games. 
Second straight year dealers have 
gone for this setup. Biz was placed 
through McCann-Erickson. Sked 
calls for broadcasts of nine games, 
including both Demo and regular 
Turkey days. 








| Sept. 7 Compared to _Aug. 31 | | 





ger, who believes policy is first of 
its kind in U.S. Points out women 
do 85% of the buying. 

Announcers have been instructed 
to visualize a femme audience ex- 
clusively and use their most dulcet 
tones. Contending that women don’t 

(Continued on page 32) 


Seattle Sans Change; 
Net Units Fare Best 


Seattle, Sept. 10. 

Not much change in the business 
situation here. Deviations were al- 
most too slight to measure with any- 
thing except a micrometer, Network 
units fared best, showing a rise of 
1.4%. 
|| Sept. 7 Compared te Aug. 31 | 














letw be 4 Dodge and Plymouth (of the| Network Local National Total | woes cece Dace | 

nap® st lattnt Fol "our annen ery Ray Che eae Stan 'ta | "Galg” Sat spate Sour Neer Heat wade Et 

6.755 2891 ee 13.227 Pintog over the Texas Quality sant. expanding schedule, while spots for 5,735 4,856 6,706 17,297 4.125 12.399 1.441 17.965 

6596 3151 3492 13.239 | Work for 30 minutes, through Grant | Chrysler itself are being dished out. 5,645 4,838 6,506 16,989 4070 12378 1443 17891 

1 240% 8.2° 12.60% 0.1% | agency for 52 weeks; Duncan Coffee | Buick and Chevrotet (of the General | +16% +04% +3.1% - +18% 414% ; 02% 0.1% ; 0.4% 
“7 . fo wo. 0 T . oO oe fp u ° . TCKN TO) . . 2 } %, x © -+-@. lo yi ) +. 

‘Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) | (Continued on page 32) | (Continued on page 32) | CEnetatess ee aaa + KMBC, | linclude@: KIRO, KOL, KSC, KXAD 














KMOX consistently carries more national 


spot quarter-hours than the other two 


St. Louis network stations combined! 





For more intormation about KMOX, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, Charlotte, N.C., Sun Francisco hes Angeles 


THE VOICE OF ST.LOUIS 
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Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting has released its annual ‘compre- | 
hensive’ report, covering the 1939-1940 Standard Time radio season. Docu- | 
ment is the largest and most detailed in the series, with especial attention | 
paid to classifying programs by type and analyzing the upturn in listening! 
to news programs. Much attention has also been paid to listening by 
income levels. and the data on this score is undoubtedly some of the most 
valuable in the report. As might be suspected, both network daytime and 
evening schedules are such that they appeal most to the middle income | 
groups. However, the evening stanzas show a leaning toward the monied 
classes, whereas the daytime stanzas show an inclination to the poorer 
grou"s. 


NBC-red’s $3,072,338 time tally for last month represents two records. | 
It’s not only the first time that the red has gone over the $3,000,000 mark | 
in August, but it’s more than any network has ever done during that, 
month of the year. Red has been running ahead of Columbia on billings | 
for the past two months, but this situation is expected to end when the | 
latter gets its full complement of fall commercials. NBC figures that this | 
edge will persist 0 long as it maintains its station option time arrange- | 
ment, whereas CBS has call on all the time of its affiliates. | 

Gillette razor’s World Series broadcasts, to be heard ever Mutual in the 
U. S. and the CBC in Canada, will be aired in French over Quebec sta- | 
tions. However, the French language spieler, Roland Beaudy, will not) 
attend the games, but will do monitored translation, keeping a moment |, 
behind the original English language version. Latter will not be audible | 
to French dialers. Same system was used last year. 





With the purpose of smoothing over a ticklish situation, NRC sent Bob | 
Convey, head of KWK, St. Louis, a publicity release for his joint signa-| 
ture, but Convey declined to fall in with the gesture. KWK is slated to be 
replaced by KXOK as local release for the blue network and the pub-j 
licity piece was so phrased as to have Convey’s outlet withdrawing from 
the affiliation. | 

Mutual distributed Gem razors among radio editors Monday (9) as added 
reminders of Wythe Williams’ debut on the network last night (Tuesday) | 
for the American Safety Razor Corp. Thursday is his other night for the | 
account on a hookup of 93 stations. 


‘Uncle Jim’s Question Bee,’ which Spry (Lever Bros.) starts on the NBC | 
blue Nov. 12, will be conducted by Bill Slater. Agency on the account is | 
Ruthrautf & Ryan. 














Actual listeners overwhelmingly vote for Columbia- 
Pacific, as all networks broadcast same program™ 
On June 27, from 7:30 to 3: 


99 p.m, Pacific Time, 


you yuld hear the balloting for presid *ntial candidates | 


on any major Western station. 

Listeners, influenced not by programs but solely by 
habitual listening preferences, tuned to their favorite 
network stations. 

The vote: In San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, and 
Spokan >, 41% more pew lo were listening ta Columbia- 
Pacific than to any other network! 
one major 


Recount! Include Los Angeles, where 


network station was not r ‘leasing the « mvention, and | 


Columbia-Pacific’s total audience lead soars to 146%! 


The West’s “solid” vote for Columbia- Pacific, con- 


onvention, Is prov -d by 


firmed by the every compe- 
tent survey. For more people listen to Columbia-Pac ific, 
during more quarter-hours, than to any other network 
in the West! 


And this bigger audi mce. from your very ji sf pro- 


a Continued from page 23 
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| ASCAP’s 
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| best they 
|} a lever for obtaining more favorable 
hand, it is} 











challenge to debate. 
not sought to debate this mat- 
ter but we do not feel that we 
should ignore your challenge. 
On the other hand, it is obvious 
that our controversy is not with 
songwriters nor with publishers, 
but with ASCAP. Broadcasters 
have no quarrel with songwrit- 
ers. They recognize that music 
is essential to the well-being 
of their industry and wish to see 
songwriters well recompensed. 
In the same way they have no 
quarrel with legitimate music 
publishers. The broadcasters’ 
quarrel is with ASCAP, 
with ASCAP alone. Therefore, 
I do not think it at all proper 
that there should be any debate 
with you as an officer of SPA 
or as a writer, and I think that 
any public discussion which 
takes place should take place 
with an officer or director of 
ASCAP as such. I also think 
that any such discussion should 
air the facts before the parties 
who are directly interested. This 
includes not only broadcasters 
who are available at the place 
of debate, but also ASCAP mem- 
bers and other songwriters. 

If you are serious in wishing 
to arrange a piace or time for 
such a debate, I can only say 
again that I will be glad to hear 
from you. 


‘Loose’ Contracts 


Kaye states that his company’s 
royalty contracts are purposely 
‘very loosely drawn’ and ‘full of am- 
biguities,’ since a norm of measure- 
ment for remuneration must yet be! 
worked out. This will be done, says | 
Kaye, on the basis of a disinterested 
research organization which will cal- | 
culate the average performances of 
BMI songs on the air, and thus a) 
probable le-per-rendition will be es- 
tablished a mechanical remunera- 
tion. 





Wash. Probe 











industry’s classic complaint about 
‘dictation by ASCAP.’ But indus- 
try people are certain the Buck al- 
legation will fall of its own weight. 
It is privately conceded that, re- 





Inside Stuff—Radio [_ BME-Cacsar + From the Production Centres 
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‘IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| birthday last Friday (6).. 


Carol Irwin, Young & Rubicam supervisor of daytime radio, was ziven 
a bouquet of carrots, onions, etc., from the boys in the agency for her 
. Nancy Sheridan, written out of ‘Lorenzo Jones’ 


| during her rehearsals for the legit play, ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ is back in the cast 


._Laurie Woods, singer over WOV, is appearing at Jimmy Dwyer's *Saw- 
dust Trail’ nitery, 
Bob Trout subbing for Elmer Davis on CBS nightly news reviews 


| Sam Fuller has replaced Hendrik Booraem as director of ‘Ellery Queen’ 
| ....Fulton Lewis, Jr., vacationing from his WOR-Mutual political news 


gardless of the encouraging progress | 


so far, BMI is not in a position to 


|free the industry entirely from 
music usage. A bigger 
catalog, particularly one witn a 


higher proportion of popular tunes, 
ig indispensable before the stations 
can shake off ASCAP entirely. The 
can do now is use BMI as 


terms. On the other 
agreed, the webs—providing they 
join hands with sufficient determina- 
tion—could make or break any al- 
ternative source of music, although 


j}they probably cannot knock the 
props from under ASCAFP since 
films, restaurants, the legitimate 

and other groups of music 


| stage, 
users still will play with the present 
copyright performance collection 
agency. 


Paine On ASCAP 


Continued from page 23 











| licensees, here are some of the 
things that we give them: 

To begin with, there is the vast 
repertoire of musical material that 
| our publishers have built up, includ- 


ing a long list of works that will be 


popular throughout the years to 
come 

Then there are the constant addi- 
| tions to this repertoire by estab- 


works of an 
| new 
| only 


gram, starts you of to new sales records in the West, | 


just as it has for so many advertisers on... 


*Full details on t squest, of course! 


Columbia Pacific Network 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Palace Hotel, San Francisco—Columbia Square, Los Angeles 
Represented Nationally by RADIO SALES: New York, Chicago, Detroit, Charlotte, N. C. 











lished composers and authors whose 
names alone are a guarantee of good 
material 

In addition, we give them the 
increasing number of 
writers In 1923 there were 


246 songwriters in ASCAP. 


| 


| 


Now the Society has 1,109 composers | 


and authors working for its licensees. 
And new members are being ad- 
mitted every month. 

The radio chains have announced 


that, starting New Year's Day, the | 
music of Victor Herbert, John Philip | 
Sousa, Irving Berlin, George M. Co- | 
han, Sigmund Romberg, Cole Porter, | 


and many more of the other leading | 
composers and authors of this coun- 
try and abroad, will be barred from 
the air. 

The chains plan to force the pub- 
lic to listen largely to music con- 
trolled by their subsidiary, BMI. I 
think the public will have some- 
thing to say about that i 





series, is using stand-ins from Democratic and Republican campaign head- 
quarters....The John Gamblings (WOR broadcaster) have applied to care 
for an English child for the duration of the war—they already have a son 


4 | ....Gillette’s World Series baseball broadcasts over Mutual will also go to 
and | 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp....B. S. Bercovici, 
agent for WINS, has resigned and will make a lecture tour. 


newscaster and press 
On his return 


he expects to have news series for another New York station. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tom Buchanan flew in to talk over things and stuff about the Texaco 
setup with Fred Allen, keeping up the conversation all the way to New 
York on ye stratoliner....It required two sawbones to snip Paul Ricken- 
backer’s tonsils....Buster Collier also in sick bay with the mumps..., 
Harry Maizlish put KFWB on a 24-hour schedule....Thomas Freebairn- 
Smith checked off KNX production staff to join Ruthrauff & Ryan as as- 
sistant to Producer Crane Wilbur on ‘Big Town’....On arriving in New 
York, Carroll Carroll, Kraft scripter, teletyped Danny Danker ‘there’s a 
guy here who says he’s Carroll Carroll. What shall we do with him?’ 
He's been seein’ double since birth....Dick Marvin and Bill Moore of the 
William Esty executive radio staff boated to Catalina to huddle around 
the ‘Blondie’ show....Hal Bock back at his home base after planting a 
few publicity pointers with NBC affiliates along the Coast....Ed Cashman 
taking time out from the production duties on the Kay Kyser show to 
handle the ‘Hit Parade’ cut-ins of Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker up 
north....Edward G. Robinson east to line up name writers to contribute 
to his ‘Big Town’ opus....Sportsmen Quartet working the Chase & San- 
born show on Sundays, their off-day from pictures....Don Stauffer pass- 
ing a week here to see that everything goes well with Lyons & Lyons 
clients....Nine writers are now performing on typewriters for Edgar 
Bergen’s java turn....Sandy Cummings stalking beasties in the Mexican 
wilds....Frank Parker closed out his domicile and hiked east Eddie 
Stanley back for a fling at the Coast frequencies....Haven MacQuarrie 
will pass most of his first quarter with ‘Marriage Club’ for Continental 
Baking on the road....Jimmy Saphier missing from his old haunts; too 
busy at home playing the doting father. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Charles Vanda, of Columbia coast production staff, in Chicago for some 
confabs...Irna Phillips, the prolific ether strip scripter, to New York for 
a spell...William Targ, Chi publisher, issuing book of Arch Oboler plays 
under tag of ‘Three Radio Plays’....Executives of Prairie Farmer-WLS-KOY 
on a hunting trip through Arizona include Burridge Butler, Glenn Snydet 
Fred Palmer, Fred Orlemann and Roy Lynnes...Ian Dickert, engineer at 
World Broadcasting System in Chi, and Eddy Howard collabed on new 
song, ‘Now I Lay Me Down to Dream’...Fritz Blocki has completed audi- 
tion recording of new program idea based on dream-interpretation, 
Abe Lyman orchestra topping the show 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 

Lincoln Dellar of KSFO left for New York for fortnight’s quest for new 
business....trip sent Dellar on heels of Ralph Brunton, of KJBS-KQW, 
who also announced New York as his destination, but was skedded to look 
in on Washington in interest of his yen for 50 kw permit Les Malloy 
shifted from owl chores on 24-hr. KSAN to daytime newscasting -Count- 
ing hourly newscasts released by KSAN, Telenews theatre studio now 
generating 100 programs weekly....Ted Lenz added to KSAN staff to han- 
dle evening news stint....Bob Reichenbach, CBS sales promotion man- 
ager in St. Louis, in for a visit. Formerly held same position here ‘ 
Hugh Brundage, of KHJ, Los Angeles, in town....Mel Venter has cap- 
tured coveted spot as announced for Standard Symphony series when it 
shifts to Don Lee web next month .Wesson Oil’s ‘Hawthorne House’ 
undergoing writing and cast changes. Author Ted Maxwell and his wife 
Bobby Dean, who plays ‘Marietta’ in the NBC opus, have pulled out for 
Chicago. Eddie Firestone, Jr.. and Monty Mohn also have left the cast 
Forrest Barnes, who handled the Charles Boyer show, has assumed the 
writing chore and Sam Edwards replaces Firestone. 

Luella Jordan, daughter of Judy Dean, NBC vocalist, recovering from 
serious operation with aid of blood donated by Dick Bertrandias, KPO 
producer. Virtually entire NBC staff volunteered for blood tests. 

Love-bug staged blitzkrieg at KYA. . Honeymooning are FL L 
Christman, engineer, and Claire Grady; engaged, Assistant Manager Gur- 
den Mooser and Betsy Bosworth, plus Bill Shea, salesman, and Carolyn 


with: 


| Reynolds; just back from honeymoon, Lou Clark, receptionist, and Walter 


Shea....Bob Goodman added to sales staff of KROW....Ralph Brunton, 
KJBS-KQW, off to N.Y. and Washington on biz. 
Kay Powers, of KFRC production staff, has resigned to make her home 


| in Boston...Doc Howard, KSFO technical director, hosting His Excellency 


Luang Kobid Apharwongse and Lieut. Col. Phra Aran Rojet. They’re here 
from Siam to buy equipment for six new stations.... 
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KFWB, Los Angeles, has scooped every broadcasting 
station on the Pacific Coast. 


| We have just signed an ASCAP Music Contract 


for 5 years more, beginning New Year’s Day. 





This is in keeping with our successful policy of serv- 
ing the advertiser best by serving the public best. 


KFWB has unequalled resources of story material 


and talent from the motion picture studios, and a 





TRE NATION'S OUTSTANDING 


proven list of outstanding sustaining programs 
available for sponsorship! These outstanding advan- 
tages, plus ASCAP Music, at no increase in adver- 
tising rates, make KFWB first in advertising value, 


a8 INDEPENDENT STATION 


___-§ 900 WATTS — FULL TIME 















in America’s third largest market. 


stetelenqonererecete 











28 


RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wedn 


esday, Seplember 11, 1y4y 





LUX RADIO THEATRE 


William Powell, Myrna Loy, Don 
Ameche, Cecil B. DeMille, Louis 
Silvers 

Drama 

68 Mins. 

LEVER BROS. 

Mon., 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
Levers Bros. bowed back on the 
air Monday (9) its oldest and still 


No. 1 package of entertainment, and 
the event rated another generous 
hand for those concerned with the 
series. The usual stamp of show- 
matiship, polish and auhority was 
all over the program, even to the 
plug which concentrated on ac- 
quainting the femme listeners with 
Lux’s latest giveaway. a cameo 
brooch simulated after the one that 
Scarlett O’Hara wore in the film 
version of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 

In teeing off for the seventh con- 
secutive season, Lux not only re- 
cruited a strong battery of troupers, 
but picked a story, ‘Manhattan Mel- 
odrama,’ which gave them plenty of 
dramatic wingspread. William 
Powell and Myrna Loy played in 
the Metro production of the same 
name some years back, while Don 
Ameche on this occasion filled the 
role of ‘Blackie’ Gallagher, the gam- 
bler, which was Clark Gable’s in 
the picture. Highlights of the twin 
careers of two boyhood friends, one 
who climbs to the governorship via 
the district attorney’s office and the 
»ther whose involvement eventually 
leads him to the electric-chair, were 
skillfully bleaded by the radio 
scriptists into a smoothly tempoed 
hour of sock drama. 

Cecil B. DeMille, as customary, 
lent his suave and rep-laden per- 
sonality to the middle plug, as well 
as to the narrator assignment. The 
program was heavily studded with 
smart production touches, such as 
those tieing up major news events 
with the time indicated in the story, 
and a special nod for all that is due 
the director, Sanford Barneit. 

Odec. | 





Tbbett Flag-Waviag | 


‘GOOD NEWS’ 
Dick Powell, 

Brice, Hanley Stafford, 

Willson 
30 Mins. 

MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 

Thurs., 9 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Return of this Hollywood contri- 
bution to its regular niche last week 
(59 was marked by the fine example 
of smooth, well integrated produc- 
tion suggested throughout the 30 
minutes. While there was not much 
difference in the pattern of the pro- 
gram, it became obvious that the new 
trend was toward making Fanny 
Brice’s character, Baby Snooks, the 
hub of the proceedings. And there 
was lots of her in the opening in- 
stallment, with practically every bit 


Mary Martin, Fanny 
Meredith 


of it strong in laugh material. 


Skillful routining of the evening’s 
theme for the Snooks and Daddy 
verbal encounter was greatly respon- 
sible for the corking reaction reg- 
istered by their big scene. The 
buildup started at the very opening 
of the program. Either Snooks or 
her foil, Hanley Stafford, or both. 
made four appearances in the runoff 
before the climatic exchange be- 
tween them took place. The com- 
bination added up to an exceptional 
comedy spasm. Meredith Willson’s 
brand of yokel humor also took Its 
toll, although the tendency in his 
case seems to be on the diminishing 
side as to material and time. 

Program also started off on its 
strongest foot in the pattering of the 
vocal department. The duets be- 
tween Dick Powell and Mary Martin 
were bright and well sold, and the 
same applied to the solo occasions. 
A worthy increment is the mixed 
chorus, which was used in this in- 


‘stance t® back up Powell for a sec- 


ond refrain. : 

As the new producer for this ser- 
ies, Mann Holiner took off with 
highly favorable results. Phil Rapp 
is still batting high as Miss Brice’s 


| seriptist. 


Don Wilson has the copy reading 
assignment. Odec. 





“TRUE OR FALSE’ 


| With Dr. Harry Hagen 





Hollywood, Sept. 10. 


Quiz 


| 30 Mins. 


Series of patriotic dramas has been! J. B. WILLIAMS CO. 


launched on KFWB by Fred Ibbett, 
onetime producer of 
Hotel.’ 

First out last Sunday (8) was Arch | 
Oboler’s ‘Suffer Little Children.’ 





) —— 
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|mer vacation layoff, 
Of the question-answer, and 
began 


| 


| about 


| awarded 


Menday, 8:30 p.m. 


‘Hollywood WIJZ-NBC Blue, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Novel audience participation show, 


starting its third season after a sum- 
still 
high. 


participating programs, this 


its new season in polished form. 
Sponsors smartly are cashing in on 


Now | local 


00 


Watts Day & Night 


WUE 


interest in various communi- 


| ties by staging the broadcasts in a 
different city each week. This _ 
rom 

Springfield, Mass. Next week, Philly; | 
then Cleveland, and in three weeks, 


for a starter, it emanated 


Minneapolis-St. Paul. 


Production pace is quickened by 
then 
| gradually going on to the tougher 
Also the bulk of the interro- 
| gations were in line with the average 

Those 
Spring- 


using easy questions at first, 


ones. 


listener's knowledge. 
motion pictures and 
field proved cinches for contestants. 

Formula is fairly well known, 


| radio 


opposing teams. Sides fight 
until one or the other 


by giving the wrong answer. 


the 
$25. 


best 
Williams 


$5, while 


| Cream goes to all participants. 


Commerce. Latter won by a score 
| of 3-to-0. 
| Easy style in which Dr. Harry 


of spiel helping smart copy. 


For this seance, girl employees of 
co. 
were pitted against committee mem- 
bers of the Springfield Chamber of 


the New England Telephone 


Hagen handles questions as well as 
contestants puts the broadcast above 
the run-of-mill question-and-answer 


sessions crowding the 
Blurbs are neatly inserted, 


airwaves 


Wear. 


measures 


Six 
|femmes and as many men make up 
along 
is eliminated 
Each 
|member of the winning squad gets 
answerer is 
Shaving 


minimum 


ALEC TEMPLETON TIME 


With Pat O'Malley, Ray Noble Orch., | 


Fort Pearson 

30 Mins, 
ALKA-SELTZER 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. CT 
WMAQ-NBC, Chicago 

(Wade) 

Ray Noble orchestra has been 
idded to the Alec Templeton show 
and it is a great idea, for Noble has 
an outstanding orchestra at present. 
Just a few weeks old since it opened 


in the Empire Room of the Palmer | 


House, Chicago, the new Noble band 
has already scored a national click 
over WGN-Mutual sustaining pick- 
ups and indicates a bright future in 


the music world. It is a full and 
impressive sounding orchestra and 
the individual instrumentalists 


stand out as really fine musicians. 
The arrangements are topnotch and 
throughout its work the orchestra 


reeks of talent ability and musical | 


| intelligence . 

' As such, the orchestra dovetails 
neatly with Templeton’s piano im- 
pressions, and as a combination 
score a high-ranking musical period 


thet would appeal to that portion of | 


the audience which prefers skillful 
musicianship and technical agility. 

As a program, it is just too-too 
English, don’t you know. This may 
or may not be good at this time. 
Noble, on his own, doesn’t need that 
emphasis on the Trafalgar Square 
accent. He has an orchestra which 
knows no national boundaries and 
certainly doesn’t need that English 
accent, Noble’s band will score any- 
where on its own, The same goes 
for Templeton in a measure, though 
Templeton continually makes a 
point of English airiness. 

Pat O'Malley has the really tough 
assignment on the show because of 


his desperate weekly need for new | 


,material for his rhymed monologs. 
| His limey accent is good for a basis 
of humor: but the ditty on the initial 
show indicates a dangerous tendency 
to insert strictly Americanese ex- 
pressions into the recitation. These 
insertions were inimical to the best 


results, rudely pointing up the 
Times Square and Loop originations 
of the material. Which hurt the 


routine and spoiled the desired ef- 
fect. Incidentally, both Templeton 
and O'Malley are alumni of Jack 
| Hylton’s radio setup of several years 
| ago, also prominent pround Chicago. 

Fort Pearson is a straightforward 
announcer who has a bit of difficulty 
keeping up the too-too airy pace 
, which the three English performers 
were striving for. 

Program is strictly Anglophile at 
all times, and it is a matter of con- 
jecture as to the general reaction at 
present. But as a program on the 
musical side there is no conjecture. 
There is no question that it will en- 
able the sponsor to talk about Alka- 
| Seltzer to people who never heard 
the hillbillies on the Barn Dance. 

Gold. 


‘MARRIAGE CLUB’ 
With Haven MacQuarrie, Nelson Case 
30 Mins. 
|'CONTINENTAL BAKING 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 

Haven MacQuarrie’s married-folks 
audience quiz show, formerly heard 
sustaining on NBC, switched to CBS, 
starting Saturday night (7) and re- 
placed ‘Sky Blazers’ as attention- 
getter for Continental Baking’s Won- 
der Bread. It retains the same for- 
mula of couples from the studio au- 
dience answering questions submitted 
by listeners, with those giving the 
‘best’? answer, as judged by studio 
applause, winning an extra prize of 
| $25 All contestants get $10 each 
and listeners whose questions are 
used on the show cop $5. 

Show is a natural on its broad ap- 
peal, audience and studio participa- 
tion angle, comedy, sentiment and 
MacQuarrie’s distinctive personality 
and handling. It’s also well spotted 
in this early Saturday night niche. 
Questions are necessarily on matters 
of opinion, so the competitive phase 
of the gow remains vague and 
strictly informal, but McQuarrie 








nage 5 waren ES 








ACETATE 
Recordings 


In Canada 


Also line 
Recording of 
the highest 
Quality 

Many 
Satisfied 
U.S. Clients 


Lachine, 


For Canada. 





Processed and Pressed 


Vertical or Lateral 


Compo Company Limited, 
Montreal, 
Transcription headquarters 


Canada. 





raises some provocative points 
almost universal appeal He also 
keeps the proceedings moving and 
treats his recruits from the audience 
with a shrewd blend of banter and 
seriousness. There’s plenty of kid- 
ling marital relations and 
fustments, but 
fo maintain a respectful attitude to- 
ward marriage itself. Contestants 
inevitably take a personal reaction 
to all general questions, but Mac- 
Quarrie knows how to untangle them 


about ad- 


them off when they get wound up. 
On the show caught the contestants 
were skillfully selected for different 
types. 

Nelson Case is announcer, reading 
the single lengthy commercial. 


Hobe, 
ADELAIDE HALL 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
BSC, London 
Dusky songstress cut herself a 


large slice of favor when first sere- 
nading this side, guesting with name 
bands and in for p.a.’s at dance spots 
around town. Appearance on ‘Sat- 
urday Spotlite’ was an air-bow after 
considerable absence. 


Voicing is on a pleasant lullaby | = 


frame, steering clear of swing 
which there’s much competish. Of 
three numbers aired, ‘Can’t Love 
You Any More" best interpreted her 


in 





smooth vocalistics. 


of 


MacQuarrie is careful | 


— 


Follow-Up Comment 





| Oren W. Kay, Jr., newsman just 
‘back from France, gave an excellent 
closeup of the Nazi occupation of 
Paris under Allen Josephy’s skillful 
emceeing over WOR, Newark, last 
| Friday (6), Kay was articulate, con- 
cise and graphie in 
ranging from the military's entry to 
the populace’s reactions. One of the 
best yet of this sort of word-picture. 





‘Seciety Girl, from _ indications, 


may be going off the air just when | 


lits getting hot. This Kreml-spon- 
sored show on WABC showed good 


acting, writing and common sense, 


Monday afternoon (9), with Char- 


lotte Manson, in the title role, com-| 


ing through with a corking job. Rest 
of the cast likewise was okay in a 
session that was more for 
than drama, which is perhaps the 
way it should have been from the 
very start. It’s been a little tough 


one ear cocked at the radio receiver, 
to take seriously a Park avenue deb 
exercising a heart of gold in the 
Stork Club. 





‘Martha Webster,’ five-a-week day- | 
is the) 


timer for Campbell’s soup, 
present tag for the former ‘Life Be- 
gins.’ It’s still scripted by Bess 
Flynn, who also plays the title part. 
Show naturally follows the serial 
emoter formula, but no longer bears 
down on the hoke to the previous 
extent. There’s actually a mild ges- 
ture towards comedy now, as Martha 
and hubby Craig josh each other 
,about getting a divorce after their 
vears and years of happy marriage. 
Chapter caught (2) had one scene- 
|change and was straight-forwardly 
written. Gretchen Davidson turned 
in a click performance on the weeps. 
Other regulars on the program, sev- 
eral of whom were heard on that 
stanza, include Ray Collins, Carleton 
Young, Jimmy Donnelly, Betty Phil- 
son, Toni Gilman and Ralph Dumke. 


— 





Hattie Silverman, by her own ad- 


mission now VARIETY’s ‘alleged’ red- | 
head, flitted from Pegeen Fitzgerald’s | 
to Martha Deane’s | 


(3) 
(6) 


script show 
adlib session 
loss of words. 
for 
burned the N. Y. Central railroad 
and won the undying gratitude of 
whoever might be grateful for plugs 
of the Thousand Islands. While not 
quite the farewell broadcast 
Martha Deane on WOR, Hattie (nee 


without apparent 


the Skirt) made it sound as such for | 


the first five minutes. In giving Miss 


Deane a sendoff, the muggess showed | 


an astounding radio personality and 
delivery, even though it was all off 
the cuff. When she got on the sub- 
| ject of the Thousand Islands it be- 
|came almost a 10-minute monolog 
land by the time it was over one 
could virtually see the fish bouncing 
on the island-strewed St. Lawrence 
river. To repeat, she didn’t bake a 


cake, but she did cook up a telling 


picture for that vacation spot. 
Lyman Bryson had four acade- 
micians from varied fields as his 


guests on ‘People’s Platform’ Satur- | 


day night (7), and the result was a 
confused theorizing by the quartet 
on the subject of ‘How Can We De- 


fend Democracy. WABC was the 
New York outlet for the program. 
The guests were all delegates last 


week at the Conference on Science, 
Philosophy and Religion at Columbia 
University in New York, and they 
included Dr. Anton C. Pegis, philoso- 
phy prof at Fordham; Robert M. 
Meclver, prof of political science at 
Columbia; C. P. Haskman, General 
Electric chemist, and Stewart G. Cole, 
director of the Service Bureau for 
Inter-Cultural Education, The quar- 
tet’s naturally academic viewpoints 
were uncommonly inconsistent with 
each other. Bryson retained a sense 
of audience values by cautioning one 
of the quartet at one point to con- 
fine himself to layman language. All 
of which tended to emphasize this 
particular program’s too-heavy idea. 


o—_—_____ 


Socrates, after these thousands of | 


years since he gave _ present-day 
civilization his homey philosophies, 
had his defense against Meletus’ ac- 


cusations for impiety resurrected for 
the sake of a partial chapter on the 
Human Adventure’ series Saturday 
night (7) over CBS. Paced by Clif- 
ton Fadiman as narrator, the ‘Ad- 
venture’ chapter dealt entirely with 
the classical Greek era. In addition 


to the Socrates portion, contrasts 
were drawn, and dramatized, be-| 
tween ancient Grecian court pro-' 


cedures and those of the present. 


every detail, | 


laughs | 


for housewives scrubbing floors, with | 


She didn’t bake a cake | 
Miss Deane, but she must have 


of | 


, Also humor past and present. 
gram, made possible through 
| searchers from the 


| professor 


Henry Prescott, 


glib narration. 


ancient Greeks. 


Pro. 
re. 
University of 
|Chicago faculty headed by Greek 
could 

| easily have been too arty for general 
' consumption, in the light of its clas. 
sical background, but actually main. 
tained interest, aided by Fadiman’s 
A major point was 
in showing that considerable humor 
of the present was stolen from the 
A press bulletin 
cutoff a few minutes before the end 
robbed the program of some lustre. 
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ee 

'P AMERICA’ 
wane wr P. Haake, Fred G.| 
, Lowell Thomas, James P.) 
‘are 
| discussions | 
60 Mins 


‘BOMBERS OVER GERMANY?’ 
Dramatic 

30 Mins, 

BBC, Lendon 


Built around Goering’s famous 


SMALL TOWN STUFF 

With Charles John Stevenson 
Commentary 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 


is: 4N ECONOMIC FOUNDA ' phrase, ‘not one enemy aircraft over | Tues., 11 a.m. 
AMERICA! aintae 


TION be Reich,’ BBC created a fine fea- | 


day 8 p.m. 
ERC, Cincy, via Mutual 

For two months or so the weekly 
‘Wake Up America’ stanza was car- 
ried solely by WHK, Cleveland, un- 
der American Economic Foundation , 
sponsorship. It spread to a portion | 
of the Mutual network Labor Day 
for a Monday night series on a com- 
mercial _ basis. For web kickoff 
comph, Lowell Thomas was plugged 
in from New York for brief ex- 
planation of the sponsor and pro- 
ram, the stint continuing to spring | 
rom WHK. 

Foundation, with Cleveland head- | 
quarters, is described aS a non- | 
profit, non-political group, inviting 
support from sale of printed copies | 
of separate program proceedings for 
a dime each, including mailing, a la 
Father Coughlin’s setup. 

Discussion subject for introductory 
chain blast concerned labor’s part in | 
and pay for national defense. It de- 
veloped into a capital vs, labor 
wrangle. Debaters were Dr. Alfred 
P. Haake, hailed as an economist of 
Chicago, with past performances as 
professor of economics at Rutgers 
and the University of Wisconsin, and 
James P. Carey, general secretary of 
the CIO, who jumped from Wash- 
ington to Cleveland for the broad- 
cast. Dr. Haake is a regular in the 
debates, opposing a different guest 
each week. Fred G. Clark, modera- 
tor, was merely a timekeeper on 
program caught. 

Listeners are welcomed to wire or 
telephone queries for discussion after 
gist of topic is revealed. Quite a few 
congratulatory messages, suspicious- 
ly propped, from mayors of cities 
outletted on the net airing, were 
sandwiched between the verbal bout. 

Evidently aimed to hold tuners in, 
pro-and-con tussle was conducted on 
a caich-as-catch-can basis to steam 
up interest. About the only nifty 
popped in the Haake-Carey go was 
the former's retort to a query anent 
federal conscription of labor. He 
cracked: ‘If you could conscript 
brains and put them in politicians’ 
the country would be going places.’ 

Blurbs were injected for purchases 
of a book, ‘Magnificent Allusion,’ at 
$1, authored by a Foundation leader. 

For consumption by the _ large 


| 


| terest. 





class of dialers who want something 
more to talk and worry about, ‘Wake 
Up America’ is a natural. Koll. | 





LYLE TALBOT 
With Henry Gladstone 
“Hollywood Footnotes’ 

15 Mins. 

NATIONAL SHOE 

Tues., Thurs., Sat., 7 p.m. 
WIEN, New York 


Currently one of the leads in the 
legit comedy, ‘Separate Rooms,’ at 
the Plymouth, N. Y., Lyle Talbot is 
capitalizing on his film rep as well as 
ballyhooing the show by doing this 
three-a-week chatter series over 
WHN. As heard Saturday (7), he 
offered about the usual assortment of 
personal trivia to be found in any 
of a dozen or more Hollywood gossip 
columns, but apparently had insuffi- 
ciently rehearsed the _ script. He 
filubbed a surprising number of lines 
for a gent with his extensive show 





biz experience, 


Whether or not the session is ef- | 
fective probably depends on how | 
nuch the individiual cares about | 
Hollywood gossip. To some people 
at least, his long list of romantic | 
items labelled “Tables-for-Two De- | 
partment’ was pretty so-whatish, | 
even if one remembered any of the | 
names he paired. Other headings 
were ‘Thumbnail Sketches’ (Ronald 


Coiman on show caught) and ‘Dis- 


coveries’ (Marjorie Lord, the in- 
genue who toured with Edward 
Everett Horton in ‘Springtime for 


Henry’). In the latter 
Talbot took credit for 
Claire Trevor, Isabel 
Jean Muir. 
_ Besides stepping in and out with| 
interview questions, Henry Glad- 
Stone handles the National Show | 
commercials. Show also includes} 


le | 
p’aying of two records by name} 
| 


connection, 
‘discovering’ 
Jewell and 








Dands. Waxed signature is a com- | 
mercial song jingle. Hobe. 

‘SMILIN’ ED McCONNELL | 
Songs 


15 Mins, 
ACME WHITE LEAD | 
Saturday, 11:45 a.m. | 
WEA F-NBC, New York 

(Henri, Hurst & McDonald) 

After 18 consecutive years on the 
air, Ed McConnell has become a fix- 
ture among radio fixtures. As he 
explained on his season's opener Sat- 
urday morning (7), this will be the 
ninth year the ‘singing philosopher’ 
as been sponsored by Acme White 
Lead, a subsid of Sherwin-Williams. 
He’s still plugging -Lin-X, a kind of 
lacquer paint. 

There’s nothing new to be said 
about McConnell’s style. He sings 
standard semi-pop stuff in a relaxed, 
Casual and folksy manner, makes his 
Own announcements, including two 
commercials, Has a warm laugh and 
‘sn't thrown for a loss by having to 
cough once or twice during the 
show—merely apologizes for having 
a cold. Has piano and organ ac- 





companiment. - It’s a can’t-miss show 
—as 18 years demonstrates. Hobe. 


ture in suspense and all-round in- 
Listeners had an ear-picture 
of just what is the routine from the 
inception of a raid to its carrying 
out, but so treated as to register both 
as a dramatic piece and educational. 
Cecil McGivern's scripting neatly 
meshed the idea, indulging in no 
theatrical blah, wisely leaving 
imagination to furnish 
standout, 


Casting of the bomber-crew which 
carried the story and unfolded the 


technical moves attendant to the 
flight impressed as authentic. Air- 
force authorities helped in the 


| scripting—only at opening was there 


any noticeable tendency to out-act 
the script. This faded as the action 


° ° . | 
got underway, climaxing in a neatly 


paced handling of actual bombing of 
Bremen’'s oil tanks, 

Show was scheduled for a 40-min- 
ute run, but overtime on the news 
session ahead of it saw a last minute 
cut. This probably helped more 


the thrills. | 
'From that angle alone session was | 


WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 


lingly different commentator in the 
publisher - editor of Washington 
County (N. Y.) Post, said to be the 
oldest weekly newspaper in U. S. 
| Broadly, he is a cracker barrel type, 
but in the genuine, and not the syn- 
thetic or highly professionalized 
manner sometimes affected in radio. 

Stevenson deals with small town 
stuff and slants, eschewing the war. 


| Factual, anecdotal and homey, his 
material is pointed with a dry, tangy 
{sense of humor. Should interest 
|adult city dialers, if only because it 


‘opens vistas of another, seemingly | 


more peaceful segment of a rocky 
| world, 

Opening spiel glided from presi- 
dential election to paramount place 
| of farmers in American life; to dogs; 
|/a courtroom story; town develop- 
‘ments, jokes and philosophical com- 
ment about his son. Stevenson’s 
voice and accent are in character. 
He might time his talks more ac- 


WTRY rates a nod for a refresh- | 


“PUT ’N’ TAKE’ 
With Peter Krug, Harold Kolb 
30 Mins.—Local 
DIVISION TIRE & SUPPLY CO. 
Thursday, 9 p.m, 
WERBR, Buffalo 
Smart handling by two announcers 


of quiz shows. Peter Krug and Har- 
old Kolb use peppy, gag-filled rou- 
tine in running quizzes on and off, 
which gets good response from pa- 
trons in Shea’s Hippodrome theatre, 
from which stage the stanza is aired. 

Shot picks two three-man teams 
from local firms weekly, and each 
gets three turns at mike. Contes- 
tants start out with $9, get $2 more 
for each correct answer. A flub, and 
the cash goes into kitty to be divided 
by winning team. 

Session (5) pitted local policemen 
against firemen. Both responded 
well to announcers’ jabs. Teams get 
rehearsal session first, so they don’t 
stumble on cold. They don’t re- 
hearse actual questions, but pick 
these from onstage box as they ad- 
;vance to mike. 
‘and police commissioners giving 
short talks, also, which was em- 
| barrassing for cop who couldn't an- 
swer query about how many brass 
| buttons he had on his coat. Betz. 


G. Richard Shafto, general man- 
| ager of WIS, Columbia, S.C., is re- 
| cuperating from an appendix opera- 


lifts this one out of the common run | 


Stanza had city fire | 


29 


!‘*FROM THE PAGES OF TIME’ 

With William Sprague, James Shel« 
bourne, James Alderman 

15 Min.; Regional 

BYER-ROLNICK HAT CO, 

| Thursday, 8:15 p. m. 

WOAI-TQN, San Antonio 

(Sig H. Badt) 

| Through the Texas Quality Nete 

work, from the studios of WFAA in 

Dallas, comes riding this new series 

of shows based on news and views 

compiled by the editors of Time. It’s 

| put in narrative form by Sam Achee 

son, of the editoria] staff of the 

Dallas Times, and produced by Robe 

ert J. Roth. 

Different than the March of Time, 
which used the dramatization of the 
world news, this current series ig 
effective and as ear-arresting as the 
former in using three announcers 
doing the narration. None are given 
billing. Although several slips were 
made on the opening broadcast, pose 
sibly due to the new style of delivery 
entailed, trio held attention. Style 
should not prove boring. 


Program comes on the air on the 
eve of the appearance of the magae 
zine on Texas newsstands, and refere 
ence is made to this fact at end of 
program. Commercials are brief for 
ithe Byer-Rolnick hats. Program hag 
been set for 26 weeks and, besides 
being heard over TQN, will be tran- 














than was figured to give show fast curately, however, being three min-| © scribed for other stations in the 
pace. i utes short the first stanza. Jaco. | tion performed Aug. 30. i southwest. Andy. 


that power-full station that power-full station that power-full station that power-full station 
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of 135,000 watts by amplifying, directing and 


concentrating them. 
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‘Ordinary 50-Kw. 


half-wave 


transmitting power 


This illustrates, better than anything we might say, the difference be- 
tween 50,000 watts delivered by WOR’s highly-perfected directive-array 
method and equal power delivered by the ordinary 50-kw. half-wave 


radiator. WOR’s 50,000 watts are actually converted into an impact 
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music a percentage of their revenue | tributed to writers. However, the 
derived from programs which use no | 280 favored writers ave not selected 


jand is asked to pay $1,001, that|ered to be the cream of ASCAP'’s AAA TTe 


{somebody else is making money| writer membership. That music was 
'which he cannot put his hands on.| eliminated without loss to radio or 
|The second answer is that the broad-|disturbance to its audience. The 
leasters should raise their rates. The| present task adds no serious, diffi- 
rate structure of broadcasting is| culty to what was done in 1936. 

' carefully calculated, and competition One other thing should be borne 
' with other media is one of the facters | in mind, and that is that in 1936 pop- 
| which enters into this calculation. ular music formed a far more im- 





Payroll Traffic f 


SHEFF FPFFFOSPOOS+++G+ 4444 


Charlotte, N. C.—Stanley McAfee, 
of WBT staff, resigned to join Naval 


| Reserve. 


music whatsoever, yet this is what upon any such basis. Among the top 
ASCAP does, and this action on the | ranking writers, it is true, are many 


part of ASCAP forces others 


because it makes free competition 
on a “per program” basis impossible. 


Undue Payments 


distribution. 


to| writers who would find themselves | 
adopt the same method of charge, | given first rank under any system of forward to Jan. 1, 


BMI 


The broadcasting industry looks 


1941, 


It is equally true that/ malice and without any desire to 


among this first group there are| eliminate music, but with a steady 


many writers, 


probably an equal / determination and resolution which 
number, who are not entitled to the} must not be misunderstood. 


Over 


without | 


{ 
| 





j 
' 
| 


portant part of radio broadcasting | a F 
than it does today. While ASCAP’s | El Paso—Marjorie Carter is new- 


demands have increased by hundreds | St @4dition to staff of station KROD 


of percent, the use of ASCAP music here. Will be director of women’s 
has been steadily decreasing until | P™O8™@™s. Comes from KMBC, Kan- 


today only approximately 22% of the | Sas City. 
time on commercial programs is de- | 








There is an even greater vice in- 


| voted to music. It will require only | 


volved in the payment of a tax to 
ASCAP on programs which use 
music, but where the music is writ- 
ten and published by persons who 
are not members of ASCAP. The 
purpose and result of this method of 
fixing charges must be entirely evi- 
dent. If a broadcaster already has 


‘seniority, favoritism, and member-| dustry is already represented in the 


top rating on any basis other than 85% of the dollar value of our in-| 


Lincoin.—Bill Mesmer has replaced 


a short searching of your readers’| Larry Lansing on KFOR’s announc- 





ship in a little inner circle which 
controls the affairs of ASCAP. 

Of the $6,000,000 which ASCAP 
collected in 1938, only about $60,000, 
or one penny out of every dollar, 
went to the overwhelming majority 


to pay for ASCAP music on a pro-| of ASCAP’s membership who are the 
gram whether he uses it or not, there | people for whom ASCAP constantly 
is a definite deterrent to his using; professes to speak and to act. ASCAP 


and paying for other music. 


This is | ascribes the discontent on the part of 








what creates ASCAP’s monopoly.| these writers to the broadcasters in- 
This is why the exploitation of music| stead of ascribing it to its own 
by radio and the revenue therefore | method of distribution. We are, 
have in the past been monopolized | therefore, in the position of making | 
by ASCAP’s membership of approxi- 40 times as generous a payment to| 
mately 140 publishers and 1,100 par-| ASCAP as any other music user and | 


5 ' 
ticipating writers, together with the yet are accused by the writers of 


unknown number of non-partici-|niggardliness and of a desire to 
pating members who do not share in avoid our just obligations. 
the revenue. Moreover, the $9,000,000 or more 
ASCAP officials ask why the which ASCAP is asking Broadcasters 
broadcasters have any legitimate in- to pay is an amount which they 
terest in how ASCAP distributes the could not pay unless they wanted 
revenue which it collects; how it to give their business over to ASCAP. 
regulates its internal affairs; and how Careful calculation of the effect of 
it admits its membership. The pos-|the ASCAP terms upon networks, 
session of a substantial monopoly| which certainly constitute one im- 
carries with it certain responsibility.| portant unit of our industry, indi- 
Moreover, it seems to us only fair| cates that network profits would be 
that the man who pays the bill | wiped out entirely or reduced to an 
should have the privilege of seeing | amount which would make the con- 


that the money which he pays goes | tinuance of business unprofitable. | 


to the persons whose products he; The result for the industry as a 
uses. We find that there are many/| whole is 2 100% increase over al- 
people who do not know, even to-| ready burdensome charges. It may 
day, that ASCAP’s Board is self-| be asked how any organization could 
perpetuating; that two-thirds of the | have the hardihood to propose that 
Board each year elects or reelects | its customers pay more for music 
the other one-third of the Board;| than the amount of their total profits. 
that the entire control of ASCAP is!’ ASCAP has only two answers to 
in the hands of this self-perpetu-| this obvious criticism. The first is 
ating Board; and that the members 2n Outstanding example of muddy 
of ASCAP have no voice in the op-| thinking. ASCAP includes in the 
eration of their organization. The revenue of broadcasters the profits 
results of this system is that the di-| made by power companies and radio 
vision of ASCAP’s revenue is in the set manufacturers. They might just 
hands of people who have a selfish; aS well include the money received 
interest in retaining as much as pos-|from the sale of saxophones or 
sible of the money. | pianos. It is true that all of these 
. people make money because music 

Aaaiy@s of Saoeme ; is played, but the broadcasters don’t 

The results speak, to a certain €X-| get any of it, and it is small con- 
tent, for themselves. Approximately 
one-third of ASCAP’s revenue (tak- 
ing 1938 as a characteristic year) 
goes for the payment of salaries, rent 
and other overhead, and a 10% pay- 
ment to foreign societies. Approxi- 
mately one-third goes to publishers. 
Approximately one-third goes to 
writers. Of the one-third that goes 
to writers, however, 97% goes to a 
group of 280 writers. If the works 
of these writers were most used by 
radio and the other persons who 
utilize music, it would still be dis- 





Chicago, Sept. 10. 
University Broadcasting Council 





appointing that so small a group of! will fold Oct. 1. All the backers of 
men got practically all of the money| the project have withdrawn their 
which was paid to ASCAP and dis- | support and funds are no longer 


IN \ 
BALTIMORE, 





| available. 
Allen Miller, who created and 
| built the UBC from an idea to one 
of the most important factors in 
educational broadcasting, may be- 
come associated with one of the 
;schools to handle its 
broadcasts. It is also understood 
that two offers have been made by 
networks to supervise educational 
programming. 

Original sponsors and participants 
in the UBC were the University of 
| Chicago, Northwestern and DePaul, 























NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES the former two backing with $5,000 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. leach, and the last-named contrib- 
uting $2,500 annualby. Rockefeller 


Foundation also contributed $60,000 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE’S 


OP HOU 


STARRING 


6 itt BESS JOHNSON 


By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 
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membership of Broadcast Music, Inc. 
This membership includes every class 
of station, network, independent, 
large, small, rural and urban. The 
task of eliminating ASCAP music, 
as I have said before, is not imposed 
upon broadcasters by themselves. 
Obviously they would prefer to con- 
tinue their business as they have in 
the past, without any necessity of 


not be on the air because ASCAP | 


‘has imposed a charge and a method | 


of charge which broadcasters can-| 
not accept without business destruc- | 
ion. 


ASCAP attempts to state that the 





changing policy. ASCAP music will | from ASCAP’s persistent refusal to} 


|monopoly tactics instead of the ad- 


minds as to their favorite radio pro-| ing staff. Margie Thomas, late of 
grams to indicate how few programs | KFAB, has joined KORN, Fremont, 
there are which actually make their | Neb., with a daily shopper program. 
major appeal for listener interest on | 
re basis of the performance of pop-| gait Lake City——Thomas H. An- 
ae derson joined sales staff of KDYL, 


No one regrets more keenly than| formerly manager of Pacifi : 
the Broadcasters that the present | ways po Ma ams Co. =e San 


situation has arisen. It is not of the 
Broadcasters’ creation. It results| 








Providence—Ed Pearson, special 
: . events announcer on WPRO for sev- 
meet and negotiate with Broadcasters eral years, shifts to WJNO, West 
on an equal level. It results from | Palm Beach, starting Sept. 9.’ Pear- 
a eae by — of son follows by less than a month 

emocratic organization and | Steve Willis, whe left WERO to take 
mission of free competition into the | ee — ” _ 
music field. The Broadcasting 


{n- | 


UBC Folds Oct. 1, Allthe Backers. 2-2 
Of Educl Project Withdrawing :%:): 


‘task of eliminating ASCAP music| dustry feels that it will be doing a 
}is an impossible one. The task is’ service to the cause of music by 
difficult, but there are no difficul-| drawing the lines of the issue. so_ 
| ties which cannot and will not be| created by ASCAP, sharply and defi- | 
|overcome. It may be interesting for | nitely. Through BMI the broadcast- | 
your readers to know that 47% of the | ing industry will commence to com- 
time that ASCAP music is on the/pensate the writers of music upon the 
air is occupied by less than 400 com-| precise basis of use, and will impose | 
positions. These are not composi- | no arbitrary standards, as ASCAP | 
tions of great and lasting value. | does, for admission to the circle of 
They are merely the numbers which | composers who are entitled to be | 
;are arbitrarily selected by the mu-| paid for their work. Broadcasters | 
|sie publishers for plugging by radio.| believe that the job they are doing | 
There is enough musical talent in| will ultimately benefit not only them- | 
the U. S. and in the rest of the world selves and their clients, but also the 
|to supply musical numbers of the vast majority of song writers and 
|same average of merit and to make} music publishers. 
| the transition with ease and. with dis- | 


| patch. 








| Another 37% of the time that ‘ ° . 
| ASCAP is on the air is occupied by | Smellies 
the performance of some 2,100 com- | Continued rrom page 2 
| positions. Broadcasters have already | 
| proved that they can dispense with |rian Marsh, and then the _ press 


|perhaps the best part of the ASCAP | snapped to attention. They per- 
‘catalogue. You will recollect that |Suaded her to wait over for the next 
during the first six months of 1936 | airline coach to town and took her 
|Warner Bros. had withdrawn from/|up to the Kitty Hawk Room for re- 
|ASCAP, and their music was not|freshments. Over the beer they 
| heard by the American radio public. | learned that Miss Marsh in private 
i'The Warner catalogs at that time | life is the wife of Al? Scott, big-time 
| included the vast majority. of the | rancher of Chatsworth, in the San 
|works of Gershwin, Herbert, Rom-| Fernando Valley in California, and 
| berg, Friml, Kern, Rodgers and Hart, | her public life now consists of rul- 
Arthur Schwartz, Porter, and other | ing the 500 residents of Chatsworth 


solation to a man who makes $1,000! writers who were generally censid- | with a velvet hand as mayor. 


_ | ‘As one mayor to another, I know 
| I ought to call on Mayor LaGuardia, 
| but I'm perfectly certain I won’t do 

‘I wouldn’t dare.’ | 

At Essex House for several weeks, 
| to.see shows, to see the Fair, to see 
friends, Miss Marsh is pretty 

She has not been 

|in the big city for eight years, ex- 

| cept for a quick pass-through in 1934 

{On her way to a ship for England to 

over a three-year period, allotting|do a picture. How does a girl feel 

1 $30,000 the first year, $20,000 the | about retirement from the movies? 

| Well, it has its advantages, but its 


Birmingham—-Fred Daiger, WAPI 


announcer, becomes program di- 
rector at WSUN, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 





Washington——Mrs. Helen K. Mob- 
berley is leaving WRC-WMAL sales 
staff to become sales manager of 
WINX, new local station. John 
Marshall Dinwiddie has been named 
WRC-WMAL’s merchandising and 
sales promotion manager. 

Columbia, S. C.—Herbert Edison 
has been moved up as WIS’ new 
chief control operator, with Richard 
Bolen, from Washington, replacing 
him at the transmitter. 





Denver — James R. McEldowney 
has moved from the parent WKY, 
Oklahoma City, to KLZ as salesman 

Kansas City.—New announcer at 
KCKN is Robert Sight. Joined sta- 
tion last week, filling gap. left by 
James Monroe, who went to KCMO 
on the Missouri side. 


Buffalo—Addition to WBNY spiel- 


ing staff is Art Ingraham, from 
WLEU, Erie, Pa. 

Saskatoon, Sask. — Jack Wells, 
sports announcer, has returned to 


the staff of CFQC, Saskatoon, after 
handling the same job on CJAT, 
Trail. B. C. 
Ted Schroeder has 
duties as news editor. 
Jack Holmes has been added to the 
control room staff. 


taken over 








Music for 


ELLERY QUEEN 


educational | 


| second and $10,000 for the third 


| Last year, U. of Chicago withdrew | drawbacks, 


| from the Council, primarily at the} 
| instigation of Bill Benton 
| lieved that the school should handle | 
| its own broadcasting. Chicago con- | 
|tinued with its Round Table show, 
| which had been handled through the 
Council, and the ‘Human Adventure’ 
show over Columbia. 

As replacement for Chicago U., 
the Council picked up the Chicago | 


neither of which, however, con- | 
tributed financially. 
Northwestern has had Dr. John T. 


Fredericks, with ‘Of Men and Books’ 
|on Columbia and ‘Reviewing Stand’ 
on Mutual. DePaul had ‘Meditation 
and Melody’ on WGN, and 

Changing Scene’ on WIND In 
dition 


1d - 


who be- | know 


Art Institute and the Field Museum, | 


‘The | 


there were many one-time | 
shots on all the networks and a 
flock of local shows on practically 


every Chicago station. 

Parker Wheatley, who was with 
the Council and who has been spe- 
cializing on Northwestern programs, 
| will remain with Northwestern as 


|for that school. DePaul as yet has 


|set no plans for continuation of 
| educational programming. 


Dr. Kennedy New Educ’l 





Head at KMOX, St. Louis, 


| 

} 

| St. Louis, Sept. 10. 
Dr. Leo R. Kennedy, dean of edu- 
|cation at St. Louis University, has 
been named chairman of the KMOX 
| Committee on Education for 1940-41. 
| He succeeds the late Dean Frank M. 
| Debatin, who recently was killed in 
an auto accident in California. 

The committee was created last 
| year to further the development of 
| the educational and civic features of 

KMOX, 


'rep for the Dalton enterprise. | 


the educational broadcast supervisor | 


its | 


too. Would she take a 
‘Who wouldn’t?’ she wanted to 
Even the ranch business has 
its downs. The Scott ranch raises 
beef cattle, turkeys and other things, 
‘but mostly gophers,’ she said. 


role? Composed and Conducted 


by 


LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 


REPORT VIC DALTON | 
SCRAPING ‘NEWSREEL’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 

Vie Dalton, owner of KMTR, Los'! 
Angeles, is reported abandoning | 
‘Radio Newsreel’ after four years of 
yperation. Around 50 stations have 
been taking the service via tran- 
scriptions. 

Dalton discharged the entire news- 
reel staff. Donald Flamm, president ! 
of WMCA, New York, was eastern 
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ae Herbert Vesiner 

Andrews, William 

Angell, James Rowland 

Antrim, Elbert M. 

Amey, Charles Elwood, Jr. 

Ashby. Aubrey Leonard 

Atlass, H. Leslie 

Ball, Donald Irving 

Barton, Francis C., Jr. 

Becker, Isidor S. 

Belviso, Thomas Henry 

Bennett, Andrew W. 

Beville, Hugh Malcolm, Jr. 

Bock, Harold John 

Bottorff, Orville O. 

Bowman, Lester Harold 

Boyd, Maurice M. 

Brown, Charles Bernard 

Bushnell, Ernest Leslie 

Butcher, Harry C. 

Carlborg. Herbert Anson 

Carlin, Phillips 

Carlson, Emmons C. 

Carpenter, Harry Kenneth 

Case, Fox 

Chamberlain, Adolph Bernard 

Chizzini. Frank Edward 

Chotzinoff, Samuel 

Churchill, John K. 

Clarke, William Arthur 

Cohan, Edwin King 

Colin, Ralph Frederick 

Cermack, Alan Nelson 

Coulter, Douglas 

Cowham, Hugh Ashlin 

Cunningham, Edw. Charles 

Cuthbert. Margaret Ross 

Dean, Samuel Rando!]ph 

Dellett, Frank V. 

Drips. William E. 

Dunham, Franklin 

Dunn, Gano 

Egner, C. Lloyd 

Engels, George 

Fagan, William J. 

Farrier, Clarence W. 

Fassett, James 

Fellows, Harold Evereti 

Fish, Michael 

Fisher, Sterling Wesley 

Frigon, Dr. Augustin 

Frost, Lewis Scott 

Fry, George Thomas Clark 

Fry, Kenneth D. 

Fuller, The Rev. Canon Wilfrid 
Eastland 

Gammons, Earl Henderson 

Gilman, Don Earl 

Gittinger, William Christopher 

Godfrey, John Wilfrid 

Goldmark, Dr. Peter Car] 

Gottlieb, Lester 


Graham, Richard Harper 
Gray, Gilson B. 


Greene, F. Melville 
Greene, John Morton 
Gregory. Sherman Delos 
Gude, John G. 

Guy. Raymond Frederick 
Hafter, Robert M. 
Hanson, O. B. 





Harbord, James Guthrie 
Harden, Edward Walker 
Hayes, Arthur Hull 
Heath, Horton H. 


McClung (Mrs.), Nellie Letitia 
McConnell, James Vernon 
McCosker, Alfred Justin 
McDonald, Joseph A. 








EXECUTIVE 
BIOGRAPHIES 


@ The new VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY presents 
for the first time (in accordance with its policy of 
pioneering in radio data) complete biographies on 
the radio industry's leading executives, including 
the men and women who pilot: 


CBS. MBS, and NBC 

National Assn. of Broadcasters 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 


To the “Who's Who” compilations of other indus- 
tries has thus been added a new, indispensable 
“Who's Who” of radio leaders. Carefully compiled 
—approved prior to publication—this information is 
typical of the scope and completeness of the “Book 
with All the Answers”. 


Order Your Copy Today! 








Hedges. William Saxby 
Herbuveaux, Jules 
Hickok, Guy Carlton 
Hickok, Sheldon’B., Jr. 
Hitz, Edward R. 

Hole, Leonard 

Holman, John A. 

Horn, Charles William 
Howard, Henry, Jr. 
Hurley, John Joseph 
Hutchinson, Thomas Harold 
Jackson, Henry M. 
James Edgar P. H. 
Johnston, Russ 

Jones, Merle S. 

Joy. Leslie Wells 

Karol, John J. 

Kaye, Sidney M. 

Kelly, Norval Ray 
Kemp, Arthur James 
Kesten, Paul W. 
Kiggins, Keith 

Kirby, Edward Moniague 
Kobak, Edgar 

Kopf, Harry Clifford 
Kosta, William James 
Lamphiear, Miles E. 
Landry, Rene Philippe 
La Prade, Ernest 

Lent, Worthington Compion 
Leuschner, Frederick 
Levine, Leon 

Levine, Marks 

Levy. Isaac David 
Levy, Leon 

Lewis, W. B. 

Lowman. Lawrence W. 
McAllister, G. Stanley 
McClancy. Benjamin F. 
McCluer, Pgul 


McGrady, Edward Francis 
MacConnach, Lewis 
MacDonald, John H. 
Macfarlane, W. E. 
MacRorie, Janet 

Marsh, Allyn Jay 

Mason, Frank E. 

Mattfeld, Julius 

Maulsby, Gerald F. 
Meighan, Howard S. 
Merryman, Philip 

Miller, Joseph L. 

Miller, Neville 

Miller, William Burke 
Morgan, Clayland T. 
Morin, Rene 

Morton, Alfred Hammond 
Moskovics, George Lewis 
Mullen, Frank Ernest 
Murray, Major W. E. Gladstone 
Myers, Robert Pearce 
Nally, Edward Julian 
Nelson, Alvin Enus 
Norton, John H., Jr. 

Olive, Gordon W. 
Padgett, Arthur Samuel 
Paley, William S. 
Passman, LeRoy 

Payne, Glenn W. 

Peter, Paul F. 

Pfautz, Christian Eichelberger 
Pierson, Walter Riley 
Place, Russell P. 

Plaunt. Alan Butterworth 
Pontius, Donald Le Roy 
Pouliot, Prof. Adrien 
Preston, Walter Grey, Jr. 
Pribble, Vernon Hole 
Pringle, Nelson (Pete) 
Prockter, Bernard J. 


Ratner, Victor M. 

Ray. William B. 

Ream, Joseph Harold 
Revercomb, Everett Eugene 
Roberts, Wilfred Stanley 
Robinson, Kenneth LeRoy 
Rorke, Hal B. 

Rosenthal, Herbert Ira 
Royal, John Francis 
Russell, Frank M. 

Ryder, Charles Daniel, Ir. 
Sandler, Ted 

Sarnoff, David 

Schimek, Jan 

Schmid, Robert A. 
Schreiber, Frank P. 
Schuetz, Robert Frederick 
Seldes, Gilbert 

Seward, James Morgan 
Shelby Robert E. 

Shepard, John IL 
Showermamn, Irving E. 
Sioussat, Helen Johnson 
Smeby,. Lynne C. 

Smith, John Kelly 

Smith, Saul Mark 

Stanton, Frank 

Steele, Alfred Nu 

Stirton, James Lincoln 
Stovin, Horace N. 
Streibert, Theodore Cuyler 
Stringer, Arthur 

Strotz, Sidney Nicolas 
Swallow, John W. 

Swope, Herbert Bayard 
Swope, Herbert Bayard, Jr. 
Taft, Hulbert, Jr. 

Taylor, Davidson 

Taylor, Webster H. 
Teichner, Rudolph John 
Thomas, Reginald E. 
Thomson, Rev. James Sutherland 
Thornburgh, Donald Wayne 
Titterton, Lewis Henry 
Tompkins, Merritt E. 
Trammell, Niles 

Tucker, Elizabeth Ann 
Tuthill, Daniel S. 

Van Volkenburg, Jack LaMonte 
Vanda, Charles 

Wailes, Lee Boswell 
Walker, Wallace Amherst 
Wallace, Dwight Gardner 
Waller, Judith Cary 
Weaver, John Oren 
Weber, Fred 

Weir, Earnest Austin 
Weiss. Lewis Allen 
Whalley, John F. 

White, Frank Kiggins 
White, Paul Welrose 
Willard, Arthur De Walt, Jr. 
Williams, Wendell 

Wilson, Paui Sanford 
Witt. Harry William 
Wood, Edward William, Jr. 
Woods, Mark 

Woolley. Easton Clawson 
Wylie. Max 

Yandell, Lunsford Pitts 
Yoder, Lloyd Edward 
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CHI RIDES EVEN 
KEEL: MOTOR 
BIZ UP 


Chicago, Sept. 10. 


WBBM: International Shoe Com- 
pany, St. Louis, time signal an- 
mouncements through Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald, Chicago; Community 
Motors, Chicago, time signal an- 
nouncements; Fitzpatrick Bros., Chi- 
cago, added Saturday morning 15- 
minute period for ‘Meet the Missus’ 
through the Neisser - Meyerhof 
agency, Chicago. 

WIND: Studebaker Sales Corp., 
participation on ‘Sports Edition’ 
show through Schwimmer & Scott 
agency; ‘The Ranch,’ six 15-minute 
shots weekly on ‘Night Watch’ pro- 
gram; Midwest Motor Exchange, five 
One-minute announcements weekly; 
William Olson Watch Co., three one- 
minute announcements weekly. 

WGN: Truscon Lab., one-minute 
participation three times weekly on 
the June Baker show through Mar- 
tin-Frank agency, Detroit; San Alto 
Cigar Co., station break announce- 
ments twice-weekly through Spec- 
tor-Goodman agency, Chicago; John 
Puhl Products, 15-minute ‘Man on 
the Street’ with Don Norman, three 
times weekly through the Cecil & 
Presbrey agency, New York; Armour 
Co., three 15-minute spots weekly 
for Treet, through Lord & Thomas 
agency, Chicago. 


| Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,155 5,621 10,372 25,148 
9,065 5,590 10,322 24,977 
41% +0.6% +0.5% +0.7% 


(laclude nee wean WENR, w GN, WIND, 
NJIJID, WLS, WMAQ) 


KSL, KDYL SET RECORDS; 





SALT LAKE CITY GREAT 





Salt Lake City, Sept. 10. 

With KSL and KDYL carrying the 
heaviest fall schedule in its history, 
and all other stations up noticeably, 
the local picture couldn’t be much 
better. At KSL, after last week’s 
boom in national spot, this week’s 
business was up in all categories and 
what local, national spot and net- 
work didn’t take, the politicians were 


eager for, leaving KSL hunting 
around for time. The Utah Woolen 
Mills renewal (local) is for the 


eleventh consecutive year. 

KUTA: All Appliance Co., direct, 
§2-time spot contract; Park Radio 
Service, direct, 52 spots; Paris Dept. 
Store, 26 fifty-word spot announce- 
ments; Breakfast Club Coffee, 300- 
time contract; Star Kist Tuna, 
through W. E, Featherstone Adver- 
tising Agency, 300 spots; Roes Dept. | 
Store, direct, 52 times, 50-word spot 
contract; 
times, 50-word announcements; Wil- 
gon Products Company (Delicates- 
gen), direct, 26 spot contract; Ander- 
son Jewelry Company, placed direct, 
865 Class A 50-word announcements; 
Quiz Kids, added to KUTA; Union 
Trust Company, through Francon 
Advertising Agency, 52 times, 100- 
word announcements. 





| Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 | | 





Netwerk Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,276 2,492 1,191 9,959 
6,255 2,158 1,143 9,556 

+0.3% +15.4% +4.1% +42% 

(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





San Antonio 


Continued from page 25 








Co. resumes Bright and Early Choir 
Sunday 

Network, 
42 times; Southern Select Beer (Gal- 
veston-Houston Breweries) renewal 
for 26 weeks of the six-times weekly 
noon newscasts, through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan; 
electrical 
‘through 


transcriptions 
Roche, 


nyngham; Buick, 26 announcements, | 


through Arthur Kudner; Crustene 
Shortening (Pancrust-Plato Co.) 
one-minute discs six per week for 
one year, 
son-Schiwetz. 


| Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 | 











Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,632 7,521 1,768 13,921 
4.915 8,045 1,928 14,888 

5.7% —6.5% -—8.2% —6.4% 

(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 

2 WOAD 


Skid’s Hat Shop, direct, 26 | 


(8) over the Texas Quality | 
through Steele agency for | 


Studebaker, two 15-minute | 
weekly, | 
Williams & Cun-} 


through Franke-Wilkin- | 





Detroit 


Continued from page 25 














dently is going to place no curb but 
rather increase the automobile com- 
panies’ use of the ether, 

Department stores here are offer- 
ing little difficulty with several of 
the major ones falling in line, in- 
cluding J. L. Hudson, a heavy user 
of newspaper space. 

The political advertising, account- 
ing for a great share of the local 
boost, is falling heavily toward 
WXYZ, which upped its local units 
considerably last week, because of 
the station’s key position in the 
Michigan network. WJR, with its 
50,000 watts, is doing okay here, too. 
WJR: Olson Rug, Detroit, three 
15-minutes of ‘Olson Oddities’ -.on 
Monday, Friday and Saturdays for 
eight weeks, placed through Presba, 
Fellers & Presba, Chicago, with six 
times a week due after Jan. 1; E. B. 
Muller Co., Port Huron, a year’s 
contract for two 15-minutes weekly, 
Tuesday and Thursdays, of its ‘Dunk- 
ers’ Club,’ placed through Bullard 
agency, Port Huron. 


| Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,335 10,747 4,431 22,513 
7,180 10,435 4,819 22,429 

+2.1% 429%  -—8.0% +0.4% 


(Included: CKLW, WIBK, WIR, WMBC, 
Ww, WXYZ) 


BALTO. SPOT 
LOOMS 20.97 


Baltimore, Sept. 10. 
Plenty of action all around here 








lined up in bullish style by all sta- 
tions. 


|mands switched three Red shows 
from WFBR to WBAL, which is af- 
filiated with the Blue. Concerned | 
in the shift were ‘Alec Templeton | 
Time,’ Burns and Allen, and du/| 
Pont’s ‘Cavalcade of America.’ 
WBAL also reported taking Father 
Coughlin to start Oct. 20. 

WFBR: Hind’s Honey and Almond, 
14 announcements weekly through 
Wm. Esty; Md. Pharmaceutical Co. 
(Rem), 104 announcements via Jos. 
Katz; Olson Rug Co., three five-min- 
ute announcements a week through 
| Presba, Fellers & Presba; National 
| Beer, 13 half-hour studio shows 
through Stuart Webb Agency; Vicks, 


} newscasts placed by Morse Interna- 
| tional; Hecht Bros., local depart- 
ment store, 40 half-hour shows. 
WBAL: Pinex, announcements via 
Russel M. Seeds; Lea & Perrins, an- 





| Scott, Chicago; Cats 
| Heels, announcements 
| Levyne Co, 

WCAO: Chrysler Corp. (Ply- 
mouth), 21 spots beginning Sept, 13, 
| tare through J. Sterling Getchel. 


Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 | 


Paw Rubber 
via 








with fall and winter schedules being | 


Shifting of time and adjust- | 
ment to accommodate network de- | 


renewal of three five-minute-a-week | 


|nouncements through Schwimmer & 


S. A. 


NATL. SPOT UP 


33% IN SLOW. 
LA. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 10. 


Coast trade lost ground last week, 
although most stations picked up 
their share of new business. Spot 
department perked and local units 
showed a slight recovery, but the 
network slough-off pulled down the 
total. 

KHJ clinched two nice deals, 
blocking off 520 quarter-hours for 
Langendorft Bakeries, through Leon 
Livingston, and 52 quarter-hours for 
Pacific Greyhound Lixes, through 
Beaumont & Hohman. Other new 
contracts included 26 half-hour pro- 
grams for Lutheran Layman’s 
Léague, through Kelly, Stuhlman & 
Zahrnat; 149 spots for Beckman fur, 
through Glasser agency; 30 spots for 
Hudson Motor, through R. H. Alber; 
20 participations for Superior Sea 





Food in Norma Young’s ‘Happy 
Homes,’ through Hillman-Shane; 12 
half-hour programs for Young 


People’s Church of the Air, through 
R. H. Alber. 

KNX: Morrell Packing Co., 130 
five-minute newscasts, through 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald; Church 
Crapejuice, 24 participations 
Fletcher Wiley combination, through 
Erwin, Wasey; American Chicle, 78 
five-minute newscasts, through Bad- 
ger, Browning & Hersey; Pillsbury 
Flour, 65 quarter-hour discs, through 
Dan B. Miner; Catalina Island, 10 
quarter-hour transcriptions, through 
Neisser-Meyerhoff. 


KFI: McMahan Furniture, 105 
quarter-hour broadcasts c* Fleet- 





wood Lawson, commentator, through | 
| ter-hours 


Ad Carpenter; Danya hand cream, 
\78 participations in 
Kitchen,’ through Lamont Corliss; 
| Brooks Clothing, 

| newscasts, through 
| Western Federal Savings 
| hour broadcasts of ‘Hot Dates in His- 
|tory,, through Elwood Robinson; 
Eastern-Columbia department store, 
110 time signals daily for one year, 
| through Stodel. 

KECA: McMahan Furniture, 
quarter-hour broadcasts of 
| wood Lawson, commentator, 
| Ad Carpenter; 
one-minute transcriptions, 


Stodel agency; 

















San Francisco 








Continued from page #__ 


like to listen to ny mikesters, 
Keplinger will keep - 

in the announcer-booth. 
baich of mail respondi 
nouncement of new policy was 
highly laudatory and _ contained 
heavy vote for addition of poetry to 
day’s skeds. Verse shots now being 
worked on. Already inaugurated is 
‘Lest You Forget,’ daily quarter-hour 
summary of club meetings. Inter- 
esting sidelight is that hereafter, no 
KSAN program will begin ‘ladies 
and gentlemen. , .’ It’s just ‘ladies 
.. from now on. 





bo an- 





| Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,775 4,851 2,012 15,638 
8.640 4,798 1,996 15,429 

4+-1.5% 4+-1.2% 4+-0.8% +1.3% 

(Included: ane, KIJBS, KPO, 





KOA, DENVER, 
SIGNS 286 )4-HRS: 


Denver, Sept. 10. 
KOA copped plenty of new busi- 





in | 
|tisers to contracts calling for 286 





‘California | 
53 quarter-hour | 


, 26 quarter- | 


105 | 
Fleet- | 
through | ments; 


Justrite bird seed, 39 | Wm. Esty, 
through | ' eral Motors, through Arthur Kudner | 


ness with the signing of two adver- 


quarter-hours in a year. The J. A. 
Folger Coffee Co. took 260 and the 
Hartz Mountain Products took one- 
a-week for six months. Sales in 
spots and chain breaks were like- 
wise large. 

KOA: J. A. Folger Coffee Co., 
through Lord & Thomas, five quar- 


weekly for one year; 
Hartz Mountain Products, through 
Geo. H. Hartman agency, 


hours; Perfection Stov e Co., through 


male crew 
Initial 


IN.Y. SPOT OKAY: 


UNITS REMAIN 
STEADY 


oo --—- 


New biz in New York during the 
past week was as follows: 

WHN: American Jewish re 
through A. B. Landau, renewed fy 
52 weeks; Thomas Leeming & Co, 
through Wm, Esty & Co., 26 weeks, 
participating announcements; Hein. 
rick Frank & Sons (C hicory Coffee 
Tablets), through Dan Rivkin, 26 
weeks, station-break announcements; 
Heller Brothers (Sure- Sweet 
Oranges), through Byrde Richard 
and Pound, 52 weeks, new periods 
and _station-break announcements: 
Local Loan Company, through 
George Hartman Company, renewed 
for 52 weeks, news broadcasts; Jests, 
Inc., through Joseph Katz Agency, 
one-minute station-break announce. 
ments for 12 weeks; Julius Grossman 





Shoes, through Sterling Advertising 
| Agency, eight participating an- 
nouncements per day for 48 weeks; 
Friday Magazine, Inc., through H. C. 
Morris & Co., 10 participating an- 
nouncements weekly; The Franciscan 
Friars of Atonemen, through Donald 
Peterson, ‘St. Anthony Hour,’ 52 
weeks; Potter Drug and Chemical 
Corp. (Cuticura Soap), through Ath- 
erton and Currier, Inc., participating 
and_station-break announcements, 
daily for 52 weeks; Carter Products 
(Arrid), through Small & Seiffer, 
Inc., 52 weeks, station-break an- 
nouncements; Oakite Products, Inc., 
through Calkins and Holden, eight 
weeks’ contract, station-break an- 
nouncements; New York Business 
School, six weeks’ contract, partici- 
pating announcements. 





. | Inc., 
26 quarter- | 


McCann-Erickson, 39 announce. | 
ments; Gamble Stores, through 
BBD&O, 51 announcements; Model | 


Cleaners & Dyers, through Raymond 
| Keane agency, 


28 announcements; 


American Furniture Co, through 
|Raymond Keane agency, 52 an- 
nouncements; Miller Furs, through 


Max Goldberg agency, 26 announce- 
White Laboratories, 


13 announcements: Gen- | 


WNEW: Dodge Division (Chrysler 
Motors), through Ruthrauff & Rvan, 
six announcements; Jests, Ine., 
through Joseph Katz Company, 52 


weeks, one-minute announcements, 
five days a week; Essex Amusement 
Corp., 52-week contract, 18 an- 
nouncements weekly; Glen Island 
| Operating Corp. (Glen Island Ca- 
}sino), ‘Dance Parade,’ 13 weeks; 
|John K. Brater & Co., through J. 


| Walter Thompson Co., 


13 announce- 


|ments weekly. 


through | 


| | 
|" 


| Richard Foley; World Book Encyclo- | agency, 20 chain breaks; Beech-Nut | 
|pecia, 12 half-hour broadcasts of | Packing Co., through Newell-Em- 
‘School Kids Kwiz,’ through Ernest | mett, 96 chain breaks; Goodyear 
Hix. Rubber Co., through N. W. Ayer, 25 
: - chain breaks weekly; Industrial 
|__Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. = || Training Institute, through Lunke 
Network Local National Total | agency, four chain breaks; Chrysler 
Units Units Spot Units Units | Corp., through J. Stirling Getchell, 
9,587 9,528 1,759 20,874 | 24 announcements. 

9,824 9,407 1,702 20, 933 | KLZ: Bulova Watch Co., through 

| —2.4% $13% +3.3% —0.3% | Biow, two time signals nightly for | 
| (Included: oe rhe KFWB, KHJ,/ one year; King Joy Cafe, six spots; 





Auto Coin 


Continued from page 25 








| Motors contingent) are also in the | ments; 
Hudson this} Max Goldberg 


announcement market. 
fall has likewise bobbed up in the, 


} 


Latcham Tire Co., 
Broyles agency, 
Miller Furs, 


two announcements; 
through Max Goldberg 


| agency, three announcements; Homer 


through Galen E. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Bedford, two political announce- | 
Amendment No. 2, through 
agency, nine an- 


nouncements and four five-minute 


talks. 


| Stations showed climbs in al! 


WQXR: Stromberg-Carlison, 
|} through Stewart, Hanford & Casler, 








|Inc., renewal for one year, ‘Treasury 
‘of Music.’ 

__ Sept. 7 7 _Compared to Aug. 31 a. 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 

630 10,030 10,643 21,308 

630 10,186 10,612 21,428 

wr —15% 1-0.2% 0.5% 

(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, 
WQXR) 


* No change. 


CINCY IN FALL STRIDE 


WLW Gets Two Live Talent Sianzas 
Dodge Spots to WKR( 





Cincinnati, Sept. [9 
Getting into seasonal stride, Cincy 
time 


| sales brackets last week. 


} 


| 


| Network Local National Total | spot category, and Studebaker peri- | : 
| Units Units Spot Units Units | odically is reported as a participa- KFEL: National Fuel Co. one 
7,090 4,398 2,240 13,728| tion buyer. Ford has not been re-| newscast a week for 13 weeks; Den- 
6,580 4563 1,853 12.996 | ported outside the Kansas City foot- | ver Dry Goods Co., five spots; Per- | 
4+78% —3.6% +209% +5.6% | ball deal, but Ford, of course, has a/| 'kins-Epeneter Co., through Lane- | 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) | hefty web layout. Freiberger agency, 48 chain breaks; 





‘RANCHO’ SNARES SPONSOR 


San Francisco, Sept. 10. 
R. A. Shuey Creamery, 
bought 13 weeks of ‘Rancho Peralta’ 
lon KROW, through Tomaschke-! 
| Elliott, Ine. 
Twice-weekly historical 
handled by John K. Ch: apel, 





narration | 





Oakland, | 


Local dealer 


are reported in Chicago principally. | Goldberg agency, 


Otherwise spot schedules—due to | 


three five-minute 


programs a w eek, six months 


. Mile io . : . o Ae } 
contracts meantime | Mile High Roller Rink, through Max |Scramby Amby jumbled word quiz- 


Crosley’s biggie WLW added two 


half-hour shows, by staff talent, for 
| Friday night series. Walter H 
Johnson Candy Co., Chicago, as- 
sumed sponsorship of the new 


|zer, handled through the Franklin 


ebook r - + Ot 
‘break from now on—look very | Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. . 31 71 Bruck, agency. Chicago Pig allt 
healthy. Incidentally, only one sta- |} Network Local National Total) Ohio, and filling station dealers 
| tion (in Baltimore) has to date re-| Units Units Spot Units Units| throughout the midwest, took ovet 
ported Father Coughlin — on its} 7573 4,217 1,333 13,123 | the Marathon Melodies musical show 
| ledgers. There undoubtedly are| 6593 3.960 1,289 11,842 | via Byer & Bowman. Inc.. Columbus 
more, but this singleton is so far the | +-14.9¢ +6.5% 3.4% *”+4-10.8%|Ohio. Latter program Seadie rw 
‘only one reports. " (ne ete : KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVQD) | NBC red stations sith whi 





/ THREE aaa TREND OF STATION BUSINESS 








(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 
NATIONAL SPOT LOCAL NETWORK TOTALS 
Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units 
June 22.... 62,595 |} June 22... . 89,996 |] June 22... . 94,666] ] June 22. __ 247,227 
June 29.... 62,145 | | June 29... 90,375 ] | June 29. --- 90,034] | June 29... 2421554 
July 6.... 61,217 |} July 6.... 89,334] ]} July 6.... 92,641] ]} July 6. __ 243,222 
July 13... . 62,054 J] July 13.... 90,015] july 13.... 89,929] ] July 13___ 241,998 
July 20.... 60,556 |} July 20._.. 88,582] {7 July 20... . 85,031 July 20___. 234,169 
July 27... 56,646 |} July 27.... 87,309] ] July 27.... 87,240] } July 27___ 231,195 
Aug. 3.... 56,588]] Aug. 3....87,745]| Aug. 3.... 87,756]] Aug. 3... 232,089 
Aug. 10.... 54,599 } | Aug. 10... 86,147] ] Aug. 10... . 87,387 Aug. 10___ 228,133 
Aug. 17... - 53,957 | | Aug. 17___. 86,836 Aug. 17... . 87,487 | | Aug. 17. __ 228,280 
Aug. 24.... 53,6567] Aug. 24. .__. 88,330 Aug. 24.... 87,711 | | Aug. 24___ 229,697 
Aug. 31.... 54,003 [ ] Aug. 31___. 90,930 Aug. 31... . 87,671 | |] Aug. 31__. 232,604 
| Sept. 7.... 54,214] ] Sept. 7... 90,291] ] Sept. 7... . 89,046} ] Sept. 7... 233,551 


























WKRC is one of the Mutual affi! 
| ates airing the Wake Up Americas 
| full-hour topical discussion Monday 
night broadcsats for the Americar 
Economie Foundation off WHI 
Cleveland. This station also put or! 
28 minutes of announcements 
Dodge dealers of Greater Cincv 


| Sept. 7 Compared to Aug. 31 31. si 














Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
4,725 9,258 5,451 19,454 
4,470 9,022 5.318 13,810 

| +5.7% 4+2.6% +2.5% 13.3% 

(Included: WCPO, WKRC, WIW, WSAI 

N. A. Ins. Co. Testing 
North American Accident [nsute 


ance Co. is making five-minute pro- 


gram tests in several markets. Pe- 
riods will be exclusively talk, and 
the test campaign calls for three 3 


week during three weeks 
Franklin Bruck is the agency, , 
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Columbia Reissuing 1,100 Jazz Record | 





Classics; Beiderbecke, Ellington, Et. Al. 


|) 


Columbia Records has set Sept. 23 
as the release date for the first of 
the 1,100 or so old jazz classics that 
{t intends reissuing. Old Bix Bei- 
derbecke, etc., sizzlers, some of which 
have never before been released, will 
be sold on the 50c label. They'll be 
marketed at an average of 15 
month until exhausted, First re- 
lease will let go four eight-sided 
albums and 14 double-faced platters. 
They're aimed at hot jazz collectors. 

Musty masters resurrected include 
stuff by Beiderbecke, Duke Ellington, 
Wingy Mannone, Johnny Dodds, Ed- 
die Condon, Chocolate Dandies, Ted 
Lewis, Sharkey Bananas, Buster Bai- 
ley, Fletcher Henderson, Bessie 
Smith, Henry Allen, Luis Russell, 
Louis Armstrong, Don Redman, Red 


Nichols and Miff Mole. 

Company is also issuing a new line 
of standard songs 
tempos, from marches and hillbilly 
stuff. On release this week the plat- 
ters will range from standard pops 
like ‘Stardust’ down through waltzes, 
eoncert, folk, light classics, march 
and hillbilly. 


company’s present lines of pop, 
elassics, hillbilly and race records. 


Glean Miller Caught 
In Middle When 1,000 
Jivesters Riot In Hub 


Boston, Sept. 10. 
s 
Glenn Miller, playing the RKO 
Boston here this week, ran 





into an 
unexpected jam with his jitterbug 
A small 


street by 


riot 
the 
1,000 
Boston 
de- 


fans on opening day. 
developed on a side 
theatre when a mob of about 
ewing kids 
Common to 


marched from 


the 
mand jive in place of marches. 

Trouble started on Boston Com- 
mon when the local WPA officials 
yanked the weekly Thursday noon 
Jam session with Perley Stevens’ 
orch. No notice was given the jit- 
ter jivers and they asesmbled as 
usual Thursday (5) for their noon 
spree. The kids found instead a mid- 
die-aged grass baud pumping out 
‘William Tell’ overture. 

After a few futile tries to jitter 
to this drab stuff, the frantic young- 
fters, champing at the bit, started 
marching around the bandstand, and 
from there to the RKO Boston. As- 
suming mob proportions and spirit, 
the gang raised a fFow] outside the 
theatre that filtered right through 
the walls during the second show. 
After ripping off the stage door, the 
swingeroos were finally quieted by a 
riot squad from police headquarters 
and a few autographs from Miller. 

Public jitter sessions were can- 
celed because of a melee resulting 
from the lurid lawn party of the 
week before, when the jammers got 
into a mass braw! on the historic 
Common. Nearby Beacon Hill Sym- 
phony subscribers couldn't take it. 


stage door to 


MUSIC GROUP CITES 
BERLIN FOR ‘AMERICA’ 


Irving Berlin 
Plaque by Olga Samaroff Stokow- 
ki, on behalf of the National Com- 
mittee for Music Appreciation, at the 
Crganization’s second annual dinner 


Monday night (9) at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y, 


was awarded a 


Presentation was in 
Tecognition of his having composed 


the patriotic anthem, ‘God Bless | 


America’ 


George A. Sloan, chairman of the 

etropolitan Opera drive. was 
aWarded a plaque by Harry Wood- 
burn Chase, chancellor of New York 
University, for his work in raising 
$1,000,000 last spring. Sloan was also 
— with the committee's 
heh, for an undisclosed amount to 
Pd highschool students of music to 
me performances at the Met this 


John Erskine is the new head of 
_ Committee, which seeks to popu- 


r : 
ze good music in American 
Meg, 


- 


in all style and | 


They'll also be on the | 
50c label and be separate from the | 


Don Huston Quits Breese 


| To Get Up Own Band 





Don Huston, guitarist-vocalist with 
the Lou Breese orch, pulled out of 


that band last week to form one of. 


his own, It’s now in rehearsal in 
Chicago. Breese has not replaced 
Huston’s guitar as yet, but took on 


Barry Warren, formerly with Jan | 


_Garber, as vocalist. 

| Breese outfit played Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., Friday 
to Sunday (6-8) between the exit of 
‘Joe Venuti and the start of the Casa 
Loma band there last night (Tues- 
day). 


BARNET MUST 
LIVE UP TO 
CRA DEAL 


| Charlie Barnet has been told by 
the American Federation of Musi- 











2 Comebacks 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
Two old-time bandleaders are 
making a come back here. Jerry 


Lear, who used to baton the pit band 
in the old Keith’s vaude house, is 
wanding a crew at the Old Heidel- 


_ berg, North Philly bierstube. 


Harry Dobbs, nee Harry Dobkin. 
has built a band which he'll be 
breaking in at the Cadillac Tavern 
as scon as the spot reopens. Dobbs 
played in and around Philly nite- 
ries during the pre-prohibition era. 


Pitt, Per Usual, 
Two Years Late 





On Rhumba Fad 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 
Rhumba craze has finally hit Pitts- 


burgh with a vengeance—two years | 


| later, of course, but then this burg 


is always like that. Joe Sala started 
it with his new El Chico, on the site 


of the old Plaza Cafe, which the | 


former head bartender at Nixon 
Cafe opened last Friday (6) with his 
own Capital. Room is strictly in the 
Latin-American manner, with Lola 
Cordoba’s band on the stand. 


No sooner had Sala gotten started 


‘than Tony Conforti, owner of Nixon 


|cians that his band must adhere to. 


the terms of its booking contract 
with Consolidated Radio Artists. 
Means that Barnet will be forced 
to fulfill a series of one-night dates 
CRA has booked for him beginning 
Sept, 13. On that date he is sched- 


at the Fiesta Danceteria, New York, 
a booking set without CRA’s help. 
Barnet is supposed to have offered 
to pay CRA its commission for the 
Fiesta stand regardless of the fact 
CRA had not figured in setting it, 
but the agency refuses to allow him 
to take the job. 

On the other hand, the Fiesta 
management claims that it already 
has received N. Y. Local 802’s okay 
on the date. Contracts were filed 
and given a green light by 802 the 
latter part of last week. Won't have 
any effect on the outcome of the 
case, but it gives the Fiesta a basis 


for recourse to civil action against | 
Barnet if it chooses. 

Confliction between 802 and the | 
AFM main body is natural. For- | 


mer had no alternative but to okav 
the date, inasmuch as no complaints 
had been filed against the Fiesta: 
AFM, being the licensor of agencies, 
had to be the body to which CRA 
would complain. 





SPIVAK’S ORCH MEETS 


TRUCK—TRUCK WINS 





Charley Spivak’s orch was cut off 
from starting a scheduled 
date at the Casa Loma 
Charlestown, W. Va., last Wednes- 
day (4) by a truck which tangled 
with one of the band’s cars and in- 
jured three of its musicians. Two 
trumpeters and the band’s bass play- 
er wound up in a hospital with bad 
cuts and bruises after meeting up 
with the truck 30 miles outside of 
Charleston. Car was demolished. 

Result was that Spivak didn’t 
open_until Saturday (7) then 
only with men replacing the 
injured ones. Latter didn’t leave the 
hospital until Monday (9). In mean- 
time, George Dameral, the 
which was to be replaced by Spivak 
was held over to fill the gap. 

Spivak shifts to Yankee Lake. O 
Saturday (14) for two weeks, then 
starts an indefinite stand at Trianon 
Ballroom, Cleveland, Sept. 28. 


Glaser West to Help Set 


location 
niteryv, 


and 


local 


band 


Joe Glaser flies to the Coast today 
(Wednesday) to help organize the 
new Lionel Hampton band, which he 
will manage. Understood Hampton's 
new bunch will use a fiddle team. 


While on the Coast, Glaser will 
look into film deals for Stepin 
Fetchit and Louis Armstrong, also 


under his wing. 





Baron Elliott invading Cleveland 
for first time Monday (16) for six 
weeks at Hollenden’s Vogue Room, 
replacing George Duffy's ofch. 


Lienel Hampton Band 


town’s most successful nitery, 


Ovando opened Monday (9). Now 
one of town’s other leading niteries, 
Yacht Club, has announced it will 
shortly check in with a conga combo 


: | to relieve Herman Middleman couple 
uled to begin two and a half weeks 


of hours nightly. 
to follow suit. 

Alternating bands are something 
brand new in Pittsburgh and, to look 
after interests of home employment, 
Local 60 of musicians union has an- 
nounced that local bands must be 
used for a minimum of 30 hours 
weekly. Nothing less than that will 
be permitted, Clair Meeder, presi- 
dent of local, told nitery owners 
here, 


Others expected 


Morris Agency Getting 
Strong Hold on Chicago, 
With 8 Bands Dated 


Wm. Morris 
pretty fair stranglehold on the Chi- 
the first of 


agency will have a 


cago territory around 
Oct. 1. Office will 
than eight bands on location in the 


have no less 


city at that time, only one of which 


will exit shortly after the begin- 
ning of the month. Duke Elling- 
tone, currently at the Sherman hotel 
leaves Oct. 3. 


In addition, there will be Ray 
Noble at the Palmer House hotel, 
set until sometime in December: 
Ernie Holst and Lon Saxon at the 
two Ambassadors, Holst opening at 
the Ambassador East Sept. 28 Ramon 
Ramos goes into the Drake Sept. 26; 
next day Adrian Rollini starts at the 
Blackstone for eight weeks. Sacasas’ 
Royal Hawiians are currently at the 
Colony Club for indefinite stay. 


an- | 
, nounced that he had booked in Man- | 
uel Ovando’s Cuban-American orch | 
_ to alternate with Al Marsico’s music. | 


Local 802, NY., Pressing Probe 
~ Of Maria Kramer's ‘Buy-In’ Gn 


Bands In Lieu 


Agnew Orch Reopening 
Trianon In Cleveland 








Cleveland, Sept. 10. 

Back from two-month vacation 
trip through the west, Charlie Hor- 
vath is reopening his Trianon ball- 
room Saturday (14) with Charlie 
| Agnew’s outfit, which is closing two 
week sesh at outlying Geneva-on- 
| Lake’s Pier dancery. 

Tommy Dorsey is coming in for 
first autumn Sunday one-nighter 
Sept. 15, with Al Donahue for Sept. 
22 and Ted Fio-Rito Sept. 29. After 
| ballroom whirl here, Fio-Rita is giv- 
|ing his bandsmen a three-week va- 
| cation before heading for hotel dates 
in Dallas and Houston, Texas. Agnew 
is in the Trianon for a fortnight as 
house band, being followed by 
Charlie Spivak Sept. 28. 


WAR DECIMATES 
TOP ENGLISH 
ORCHS 


London, Aug. 27. 

Inroads of the military draft has 
played havoc with the setup of many 
Even before 
essential age groups were reached it 
was apparent a whole bunch of tal- 
ent was being nicked by the war 
cry, as boys swapped their musical 
instruments for the lethal kind. 
Many are unwrapping them again, 
however, for dansapation duty with 
their units. It’s reckoned the air- 
force has one of the slickest combos 
on call. 

Dearth of available instrumental- 
ists is being met by Ambrose, now 
holding auditions for youngsters be- 
tween 16 and 19. Kids will line up 
eventually with an outfit he’s build- 
ing under label ‘Cadets of Swing’. 








of Londons’ top bands. 


NEW RADIO PROGRAM 
ON BANDS’ HISTORIES 


WOV. New York, started a six- 
weekly series of half-hour programs 
Monday (9) night which will follow 
the history of various name bands 
Called ‘Words About Music,’ the 
7:15-7:45 nightly broadcasts will start 
with the early, obscure days of va- 


rious outfits and trace ‘em to the 
present, giving the leader, singers 
arrangers, musicians, etc., different 


nights, taking about a week to com- 
plete the story of each band. 

Started with Benny Goodman 
Program is the idea of Hal Davi: 
and Les Leiber. 


Coe Coleman band current at Cat- 
aract House, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


CBS Having Trouble Finding Orchs For 
Late Hours; Out-of-Town Pickups 


Columbia Broadcasting System ap- 
parently is encountering’ trouble 
filling its late night sustaining time 
with dance bands. Network has 
been scheduling remotes from towns 
where certain bands are in theatres. 
It's explained by the network as a 
condition resulting from so many 
bands exiting summer-long stands to 
embark on one-night and theatre 
tours, and the fact winter locations 
have not yet started. 

Net scheduled the Sammy Kave 
crew for three half-hour shots over 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 
Washington, where the band is play- 
ing a week at the Earle theatre, then 
cancetled them. It did, however, pick 
up the Gene Krupa outfit from Hart- 
ford, Conn., where that group was 
playing at the State theatre. Krupa 
aired 12:35-1 a. m. Monday. 





‘Stevens Hotel, Chi, Will 


Tee Off With Eddy Oliver 
Chicago, Sept. 10. 
Stevens hotel will reopen its Con- 


tinental room Saturday (14) with 
Eddy Oliver orchestra. 

This will be the first appearance 
of the Oliver band in Chicago, 





COLUMBO REISSUES 
Victor Records 1s reissuing at least 
one, and possibly more of Russ Co- 
lumbo’s cuttings. Pair of standards, 
‘All of Me’ and ‘Just Friends,’ will 
be the first to be released in a week 
or so. 
They were cut in 1931 and will 
be issued on Victor’s 35c Bluebird 
label. Columbo died in 1934, 


+ 


of Hotel Bookings 


New York Local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians is press- 
ing its investigation of the alleged 
ownership of pieces of bands by 
Maria Kramer, owner of the Lincoln 
and Edison hotels, New York. Dur- 
ing the past couple of weeks 802 has 
had several bandleaders and their 
managers before its.executive board 
for interrogation. Jack Rosenberg, 
prez of the local, claims that there'll 
be no letup until the situation is 
completely aired. It’s the first time 
that 802 has had to handle a case ef 
this type. The national body. how- 
ever, has encountered the same sort 
of situation in several spots out of 
town. They were severely dealt 
with. 

Investigation began following com- 
plaints over the booking there sev- 
eral weeks ago of Les Brown's band. 
He was originally supposed to be set 
for the Lincoln’s Blue Room for four 
weeks, but moved out after the first 
stanza after a battle over Mrs. 
Kramer's reputed demand of 10% of 
his future gross earnings in return 
for giving his outfit a ‘break.’ Jan 
Savitt made the same arrangement 


with her, but ciaims he has not paid 


her despite the agreement. Savitt 
and Blue Barron, another crew 
which had a long stand at the Edison 
and is set to return, were travelling 
bands at the time they worked for 
Mrs. Kramer, which would bring the 
national body of the AFM inte the 
picture. Charlie Barnet’s orchesira 
is also said to be involved. 

In order to get anywhere in its 
quest for evidence, the local must, 
of necessity, be offering immunity to 


punishment to bandleaders jin ex- 
change for facts. Union rules and 
regulations state that a leader can 


be expelled from the union if caught 
in such a part-ownership agreement 
with a spot owner, hence the prob- 
able immunity. And a hotel or 
nitery, etc., can be put on the union’s 
unfair list, preventing union bands 
from working them, if it’s proven 
that an owner of such a spot de- 
manded a percentage of a band’s 
earnings in return for bookings. 

In the case of booking offices, the 
rules run along the same lines &s 
those applying to bands. An agency 
revealed as okaying or urging a band 
to give up a ‘niece’ of itself in order 
to get a booking is liable to have its 
license revoked. 

Mrs. Kramer is also a songwriter, 


being listed as the scribbler of @ 
current pop labelled ‘My River 
Home.’ 


Krupa Due for Third 


Repeat at Chi Sherman; 
Harry James Also Set 


Gene Krupa band goes into the 
College Inn of the Sherman hotel, 
Chicago, New Year's Eve for its third 
shot at that spot. Band is booked 
pretty solidly until then, opening 
Sept. 13 at the Dancing Campus, 
World’s Fair, New York; shifts to 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., Oct. 2, to open that spot’s new 
winter season policy for three weeks, 
then hops two weeks at the Roseland 
Ballroom, N. Y., opening Oct. 25. 
Follows that with theatres and one- 
nighters till the Sherman date, which 





for six weeks. Band goes to the 
Coast in the spring for a stand at the 
new Palladium, Los Angeles. 

Harry James band is also set for 
the Sherman, opening Oct. 18 for 


four weeks in part of the stretch that 


3enny Goodman would have filled 
Latter has again set back his new 
start in the band business until about 
Oct. 10. He had been set for the 
Sherman starting Oct. 4. Charlie 
Barnet has been mentioned for the 


interval between the Oct. 3 exit of 
the current Duke Ellington and the 
James opening. 





Weinberger Goes West 

Andy Weinberger, lawyer rep of 
Artie Shaw, shoved off from New 
York Monday (9) te be present at 
Shaw's tomorrow night (Thursday) 
opening at the Palace hotel, S. F. 

Originally scheduled to come east 
with the Burns & Allen show the 
23d and 30th of this month, Shaw 
stays on the Coast. Idea of moving 
the broadcast to New York for the 
two weeks has been cancelled. 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 


| 


ee 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. | 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 


Figures after name of hotel give 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 


Baud Hotel 


Woedy Herman*...New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)..s+0006- 4 
Russ Morgan.....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....+++. 4 
Ina Ray Hutton*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)........-+++ 
Ray Kinney*.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........17 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 
Played Week On Date 
2,050 7,450 
1,400 5,100 
sheeen . 2 1,975 +3,250 
1,300 21,200 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, + Eight days. Miss Hutton storted her date Aug. 30. 





On the Upbeat 


Kaaihues end long run at Hotel 
Roosevelt, Pittsburgh, Sept. 21 and 
0 direct to Dallas to open Adolphus 
otel’s new Hawaiian Room. 





Bill Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh, has 
extended Everett Hoagland’s option 
to Sept. 20, after which band moves 
to Hotel Statler, Boston, for run. 





Manuel Ovando orch opened in- 
definite engagement Monday (9) at 
Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh. Rhumba 
crew alternates with Al Marsico} 
band, 





Howard Becker to Greystone Ball- 
room, Detroit, following summer- 
long run at Pines, Pittsburgh. 





Baron Elliott came in from Tria- | 
non in Chi to play final dance of 
geason at Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burgh. Replaced Lawrence Welk, | 
who took over Elliott’s spot at Tria- 
non. 





Max Adkins, who has been dance- 
jobbing all summer, returns to Stan- 
ley theatre, Pittsburgh, as house con- 
ductor with resumption of stage 
shows there Thursday (12). 





Johnny (Scat) Davis’ orch, follow- 
ing a week of rehearsals in Mil- 
waukee, left Monday (2) in own spe- 
cial bus on a tour of county fairs in 
this area, and later in the fall will! 
return to the Blackhawk in Chicago. 





Gienn Miller’s band appearance at 
dance for benefit of Philly-LaScala 
Opera Co. has been changed from 
Oct. 13 to Oct. 5 to conform with 
the band’s scheduled opening at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y. 





Guy Lombardo playe? one-day | 


stand at Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
Saturday (7). Little Jack Little 
ended week’s stay at that time. 





Jimmy Martone’s band set by Lew 
Platt, Akron ballroom operator who 
owns a piece of it, to reopen re- 
decorated Columbia ballroom near 
Berea, O., Saturday (14) after sum- 
mer at Yankee Lake in Youngs- 
town, O. 





Paul Burton closed Euclid Beach’s 
season last week and checked his 
band into nearby Cabin Club, Cleve- 
land, for winter. 





Bill Calvert, Cleveland musician, 
forming orch of his own and also 
acting as business manager for 


Charlie Agnew during latter’s mid- 


west trek. 





Freddie Martin’s orchestra doing a 
"Melody Masters’ short at Warners. 


Thursday (12). 


| Buffalo turns. 


| opening Sept. 27. 


| 





Stewart Scott orch moving from 
Manor-on-the-Lake, Athol Springs, 
N. Y., into Cafe Aioha, Buffalo, 





Jimmy Dorsey made fast tracks 
Saturday (7), playing deb dance at 
Buffalo Country Club between Shea’s 
Cabs rushed band out 
and back while theatre shuffled stage 
shows. 





Bob Crosby winds up the summer 
season at Catalina Sept. 21 and is 


| slated for one-nighters in San Diego, | 


Fresno and Bakersfield, followed by 
a week at the Paramount, L. A., 





Chas. and Cy Shribman installed 
a bowling alley layout to operate in| 
conjunction with hopping at their) 
Roseland Ballroom, Taunton, Mass. | 
Shribman-owned State Ballroom, 


Boston, has always had alleys below. 





Bob Spangler replaced Russ 


Isaacs as Jan Savitt drummer. 
Steve Bowers, bass player with 
Lou Breese, continues with the band 


| despite the fact he has to play with 


a broken ankle in a cast. Cracked 
it tripping off a low platform during 
a stage show at the Stratford theatre, 
Chicago, recently. 





Tommy Dersey scheduled for six 
weeks at - Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., beginning Jan. 21. 
Bobby Byrne's three-week stretch 
starts Oct. 22. Casa Loma went into 
the spot last night (Tuesday). 





Shep Fields replaces Al Kavelin 
at the Essex House, N. Y., Oct. 16. 





Jerry Livingston becomes the first 
outfit to play the Chanticleer, Mil- 
burn, N. J., under new name policy. 
Opens Sept. 17, replacing the current 
George Sterney. 





— 


Ted Lewis christens the new room 
at the Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans. 
Opens for four weeks Oct. 1. 

Bobby Byrne getting nine extra 
local New York air shots via WNEW 
beside his NBC broadcasts from 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Z. 





Nan Wynn no longer with the new 
Raymond Scott band. Singer exited 
after Scott left the Sherman hotel, 
Chicago, Thursday (5). 

Moe Gale reopened Golden Gate 
Ballroom, N. Y., past weekend. It 
will operate only Saturday and Sun- 
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| ciety in 
| this 


| Dominion 


| However, 


day. Harry James 
Millinder bands started. 





Count Basie band returning east) 
via dates at Birmingham, Ala., Aud. 
Sept. 25, and another at Atlanta, Ga., | 
Aud. Sept. 26. | 

Raymond Scott band has femme | 
press agent in advance on string of 
dates. She’s Susan Spratt. Band 
plays its first theatre date at Or- 
pheum, Wisconsin, Sept. 11-12. 


39 NEW WRITERS JOIN 
ASCAP MEMBERSHIP 


The largest number of songwriters | 
the American Society of 
Authors and Publishers 
in a single month was admitted at 
the last meeting of the board of 
directors, when 39 were added to 
the Society's roster. These, plus the 
80 other composers-authors and four | 
oublishers who have joined the So- | 
the first eight months of 
year, bring the total ASCAP 
membership to the all-time high of 
1,235. | 

The 39 newly-elected members are 
Meredith Willson, Fred 


Composers, 


and Lucky 


| 
| 
' 
| 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 7, 1940) 


~ — 


I'll Never Smile Again............ 


Blueberry Hill ...... 


Sierra Sue 
God Bless 


Nearness of You 


*All This. and Heaven Too (ATHT') 
eo eee 
Six Lessons From Madame La Zonga... 
I Am an American........ 
Can't Get Indiana Off My Mind... 
aa rere ee 


Practice Makes 
Shout, 


Fools 
Trade Winds 
I'm Stepping Out With a Memory 


*Filmusical 


When the Swallows Come Back... 
pO RS Sey 
*I'm Nobody’s Baby (Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’)...... 


.. sun 
ccccsctocQmappell 
pas ba ed nik Wa ke cos ae oe Witmark 
Poe Piet rey Gr ear Sea Meee a Shapiro 
hat ak Mie ee tue halt we ow eae Berlin 
.Feist 
Deine ¢ kik ia eager tac 2 Famous 
.. Remick 
.BMI 
BVC 
...Mercer 
.. Santly 


LOC eee eee Pree Te BVC 


.. Harms 


540s cto 6 Seas Robbins 








Network Plugs, 


8 AM. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday (Sept. 


2-8). 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m, 
Waring, | denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 


Total represents accumulated 


Symbol * 


Nancy Hamilton, Louis Prima, Dick after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 


claimed when Warners bought the 
rights to the song they paid for the 
lyrics, but neglected to pay for the 
music. : 





English Actors 


Continued from page 1 





elsewhere, 
the alien 


the feeling here is 
restrictions on 

should sometimes be modified. 
Case that aroused resentment here 


that 
actors 


from London to appear in a produc 
tion with the Royal Alexandra stock 
company. He made a local hit and 
it was decided to use him in another 
play. Equity’s permission was asked 


to waive the rule barring ‘aliens’ 
j\from appearing in two. different 
shows within six months. Frank 
McCoy, New York manager who is 


co-operator of the Royal Alexandra 
company, was notified by Equity that 
an exception could not be granted in 
the case, 
Governmental Slant 
Local feeling is that 
Equity 


regardless of 


rules, an Englishman is 


hardly an ‘alien’ in Canada. What, 
if any, action the government may 
take in the matter is uncertain. for 


no hints of possible action have been 
forthcoming. However. since Ottawa 
authorities have been giving official 


support to the theatre as a vital 
stimulus- for public morale during 
wartime, it’s figured some definite 


aciion may result. 

Regardless of any agreements be- 
ween U. S. and British Eauitys, the 
government could revoke 
the jurisdiction now held by Equity } 
in Canada. That could have various | 
unpredictable repercussions. There 
are few U. S. actors in Canada, ex- 
cept those who play here temporarily 
in touring shows from the States. 
there are a number of 
Canadian actors in the States. Some 
of the more prominent of them have 
been there long enough to be ex- 
cented from possible application of 
alien restrictions. But many others 
have been in the U. S. only a fev 





| Beauty Pageant 





Ss eet from page 3 


soning appeared sound, too, because 


big sporting events are notoriously 
floppo here, and legit attractions 


draw very few natives. They be- 
lieved local crowds wouldn't pay to 
see the beauty pageant alone, with- 
out a lot of vaude and films thrown 
in. 

On the Steel Pier crowds that paid 
75c to see a film, a vaude bill and 
several circus acts, saw the pageant 
beauties judged in addition—if they 
could find standing room in the 
Marine Ballroom, which would seat 
and stand 10,000. But at,this year’s 
pageant in the Convention Hall they 


paid $2 for box seats, $1.50 for regu- | 


lar seats close up, $1 for undesirable 
ground floor seats, and 50c for gen- 


eral admission in the balcony, And 
at 6 o'clock Saturday night, three 
hours before showtime, the last 
ground floor seat was sold out. 
Reasons for this success were 
many. First of all, it was a good 
show. Secondly, it became a gen- 


uinely civic enterprise. 
Bob Russell emceed, and the Mid- 


shipmen Singers, Three Arnolds. 
Deval Merle and Lee, Paul Sydell 


and Spotty, Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, 


Pat Rooney, Jr., and Herman Tim- 
berg, Jr., Bert Estlow’s orch, Ruth 
Miller’s production of ‘Beauty 


Through the Ages,’ and Lois Miller 
participated. 

Ben Tousley, manager 
Traymore, was director 
pageant committee. 


of Hotel 
general of 


Indpls. Ballroom Reopening 
Indianapolis, Sept. 10. 
Indiana Roof Ballroom, closed 
since spring, will reopen Friday (13) 
under the management of Alice Mac- 
Mahon, who had been secretary for 
years to Tom Devine, former op- 
erator of the Roof, and now owner of 
Devine’s Music Hall, near the down- 
town sector. 


Rooi was operated by Cork Bros. 


last season. Miss MacMahon will 


' book in name and semi-name bands. 


Jurgens, Ella Fitzgerald. Sammy | listings. 
| Timberg, Gladys Shelley, Arthur | GRAND 
Olaf Anderson, Alonzo Elliott, Dick TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Finch, August Kleinecke, Lani Me- | Maybe (6)....... I Se | ae Ere are ree A Robbins ...... . 46 
Intire, Chick Adams, Jerome Brain-! Practice Makes Perfect (6). .........0....0000cce see ee FR 
in, Radie Britain, Foster G. Carling, | I'll Never Smile Again (13). .......... 0. cece cece eee eee SUM voce eee eee 31 
Charles Carnenter, Ed Chennette, Ed ; That's for,Me (5)...*Rhythm on the River............. Famous ....... 31 
Edwards, Kim Gannon, Ethel Glenn! All This, and Heaven Too (12)...*ATHT..............Remick ........ 30 
Hier, Edward J. Lambert David Mc- | I'm Nobody's Baby (13)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb.... Feist ...... 27 
Enery, Richard Himber, Charles L. | Same Old Story (6) COST ERERE KOR es eeeseerrescer edeees BMI ee aceeecees 25 
Cooke, Beatrice Fenner. Don Raye | When the Swallows Come Back (11)............ st eees Werk ...... 2 
: y “”*+ One Look at You (4)...*A Night at Earl Carroll’s..... Paramount .... 22 
Clarence M. Jones, Mary Carr Fools Rush In (15).......ccccceccccecccuueucceceeeeees eee 21 
Moore, Harold R. Skeath, George F. | Get the Moon Out of Your Eyes (7)................45- Paramount .... 21 
McKay, George McKinnon, Hugh D./ Blueberry Hill (9) Savane acadn, ; _.Chapvpell ...... 20 
Prince, Stephen Richards, Clarence In a Moonboat (1)...... ..Crawtord ..... 20 
A. Stout, and the estates of Fugene Sierra Sue (18) Sparrows a SS ae 
Field, Herbert Ingraham and George Trade Winds (5). ...... 0.56006 e eee eee eee es oo eee 20 
' A. Norton. Ano BO De i (4)......... i Ric ROUTE eb Fes 19 
New publisher-members of -aaueaargeat . ie 7 13). ¥ ag 4 
ASCAP so far this year are Western |] Can't Resist You (16). io... "4g 
Music, Rialto Music, Axelrod Publi- | There I Go (6) SMI.  tcece 48 
cations and Shattinger Piano & Danny Boy (18) \roeriean . 16 
Music Co. Love Lies (6).. ae . ' Tem .. . 16 
ee Six Lessons from Madame La Zonga (13)... 4) Se Pee. 
° P Mister Meadowlark (11)............... lercet 16 
WB Wins Song Suit Rhumboogie (2)...*Argentine Night: leeds 16 
Serge sNhaimats aut . ‘ _. | Can't Get Indiana Off My Mind (6) Santly ..... . 
ia Br wae the . — War- A Million Dreams Ago (1) | rk 
ner Bros. Pictures, Inc., for $5,000 Call of the Canyon (6).............. .Shapiro ....... 14 
claiming the unauthorized use of a Only Forever (2)...*Rhythm on the Rive: “Ses 
song entitled, ‘Molchi, Grust, Molchi,’; Crosstown 43)..... sh ages , as eeerde <i..sis 
in ‘British Agent,’ was dismissed by | Orchids for Remembrance (10).. . Miller ... ; ae 
N. Y. supreme court Justice Samuel] | Looking for Yesterday (1). oe DOPE .....-000 
H. Hofstadter yesterday (Tues.). Dis- , Shout, 1 Am an American (3) (MGC 6.csccce B 
missal was based on failure to state Down by the O-hi-o (11)......... ae 
se a i ; ‘ im Mome Again ()...6.6ccsecs .Olman .... . 10 
a cause of action. bean Vike » Manth rs Rowe (eo re 10 
Adetheim. is the aesienee of & Rus- Seems Like a Month of Sundays (3) ; A are ee as 
: oe . ate oS ae ean erie Southern ...... 10 
sian composer called Beresovsky “ 
(first name unknown), who wrote 
the involved song in 1930. It is 


AM TUNES FLOODING 
DEMOS, REPUBLICANS 


Democratic and National Republi- 
can committees have been swamped 
with campaign songs, contributed by 
amateur songwriters from all sec- 
tions of the country. In the case of 
the Democrats, the manuscript inflow 
has long since gone over the 1,000- 
mark. 

Neither faction has made any move 
to capitalize on any of the tunes. 
While nothing officially has been de- 
cided, the Democratic campaign ex- 
ploiteers are inclined to make use of 
‘F.D.R. Jones,’ from the score of ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right.’ 


Connelly Taking Rest 


The Reg Connelly-Irwin Dash 
takeover of Superior Music being 
virtually set, the English music pub- 
lisher leaves for Nassau this week 
on a holiday. Mrs. Connelly and 
their 16-year-old son, Pat, joined the 
pub recently. They plan returning 
to England shortly after the Nassau 
vacation, 

Dash, who is an American will re- 
main in New York to operate the 
new firm. 





Leo Reisman on two weeks’ noticé 
at Ben Marden’s Riviera, Fort Lee, 
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U.S. Record In N. Y. Follows Scranton "i ie. c'"cus Talk New BMI-Metro Deal On 500G = 
Plant in Filing ‘cc's Yyly, Licensing Terms; Trade Skeptical 





e.¢@ 
Fredericks Bros. closed its local 
e nl or eorg. | band-booking branch last week and 
+ 
































































































































| shifted its manager, Roy Johnson, to 
Param | the Chicago office. ‘ 
. | Cleveland territory hereafter is to | ' a b., 
Both the U. S. Record Corp, of Tough Handicap be handled by Chicago and New British Best Sellers | Deal between Metro and Broad- a 
New York, and its Scranton pressing wie | York F. B. reps. cast Music, Inc., has begun to sim- 4 
lant, set up as the Scranton Record “a - blishi P j (For Week Ending Aug. 17) | mer again. Idea of making an oute ; ' 
Manufacturing Co., filed voluntary Al “y meer : vit ™ — ‘tae —_—— | Tight buy of the three Metro cata- 2 
petitions for reorganization under og = ec Yr “"~ = e (Sixpenny Numbers) | logs, Robbins Music Corp., Leo Feist, 7 
Chapter 10 of the Chandler Act last F . age) “ e latter aeimes | Singing Hills...,......Connelly | Inc. and Miller Music, Inc., is dead, 4 
week, marking another phase in Eli; U ‘di Se ti a 1F of ao — | Tiggerty Boo...........Maurice | but Julian T. Abeles, music counsel 1a 
Oberstein’s struggles to set up and — son ae ti ow | | Arm in Arm....... veees.-Wood | for Metro, and Sidney Kaye, B.M.I. , Te 
operate a recording company after) Ms t as far as music licenses are | | Dreams Grow Old.....Feldman | v.p., are working on a new proposi- (ae 
P j i concerned. Under 1E the re- : : 
his release as recording director of ‘ a , in ce Oh Johnny........ seeeeese-Day | tion which has to do with perform- me 
Victor Records. Action of the New — is pening gad A coal | Don't Pass Me By.,........Gay | ing rights. ay 
York end was filed Wednesday (4) ans 7} rr -_ . ph racy a | | Made Me Care...........Norris Proposition, as reported, entails a Bhd & 
and was forced by the fact that the eons Bag rd _ ee on i Dancing ORTH TRS Gay | five-year contract, with Metro giv- ; ni 
: mon 1 nste< y, | a = is ; “ts a . pacts 
Scranton end had done the “eed ae pMorecncanel ae da Us | Now its original tunes written Old Mill....... ay a BMI the exclusive rights to li- He 
thing the ag gg ge 4 “ee * Rage et cet seein lige pe ‘around the Lucky Strike time signal Little Sunshine...... .eeeeeDash cense the performing rights in the Bee 
As laid out, he U. &. MeCore OU- ie Paes oe station breaks that are getting the Shilling Numbers | three catalogs for $500,000 a year. ‘i 
oe two separate companies the publishers are puzzled as to | ( 4 ) | Metro’s sh f the ASCAP dist A ie, 
fit was in rie 4 ‘ my ra attention of bands. Both the Bobby! Nightingal Maurice (Ee? Sere Se ren ph 
‘ew York end to hire and rec- how it can @n this score alone : ightingale .......0.0.. Maurice | butions 1939 was $420,000, and it 
the New ror" : stand the competition from other | Byrne orch and Russ Morgan’s band| Beguine ........ Cheah ‘| as wn, ane 3 ee 
ord and distribute pressings, and the P | currently are using numbers based | a » Pane he ea Sun |i8 estimated the three catalogs’ in- ast 
Scranton end to manufacture the firms, ; | rhea ei ; cocp . Cr SONZ...eeeee- OU | come from the same source this year a 
ds. The latter group was headed The suit filed several weeks on the ciggie’s time signals. Byrne Don't Cry Over Me......Wood | ill figure around $450,090. Th ic § 
records, . iam , has one written/by his brother, Don, ¢ Rus av so, =«C| Ws Beure 8 wae Se Bee 
; bush, head of 480 through Harry Fox, as agent | Fools Rush In........ Cavendish - : k 
by Stephen Quackenbush, head o ’ ‘ F : ’ ‘eB | quoted for an outright buy of the 
: . and trustee, named $11,000 as the | Called ‘The Right Time.’ Morgan's, | x ‘ 
the Scranton Chamber of Com- se Shaggy : “i im 4 ta | | three catalogs was $3,275,000. 1 
royalties due the 34 firms up to | Written by him and Ken Hecht, is eal a , He 
merce, and one of a local group of) | 28) 7 ding June 30 ‘tagged ‘It’s Eight O'clock’ and is fitted | | General belief in the trade is that Bb 
pankers who financed the pressing the quarter ending June 30, | with ivrice using the proper note | | nothing will come of this new propo- at 
outfit as a means of bringing more changes rn ‘the much-used title | sition and that Abeles and Kaye will | ¥ 
industry to that town. Action of the | ahreee, Gurnee a am Gesleemneadal | | keep the ball rolling between them (oe 
pressers In filing a petition for re- but the band choruses the change in | | until Dec. 31, cr until Metro makes i 
organization was a result of a battle x tee in salautes as thee sone rune off, | lcertain that there is no possibility it 
between both ends for control of the : ; ith ea as | of indictments being handed down is 
entire setup. Oberstein claims the | Little while back it was institu- /against the American Society of ih 
N. Y. end owns 324% of the manu- | | tional originals that were occupying | Composers, Authors and Publishers a: 
facturing setup. q = of various bands. Almost /On conspiracy in restraint of trade he 1 
$93,147 Liabilities /every outfit worked up one written or price-fixing charges. it ; 
Oberstein’s filing lists no liabilities | around a phone number, or location ; | Wet 
or assets, but the record company | je the spot they were working. | i 4 
states that its liabilities as of Aug. | r | Byrne is at Glen Island Casino, M-G MUSICAL SPLURGE 4 ‘ 
31 were $93,147. The balance sheet New Rochelle, N. Y., and Morgan at Harry Romm and the General | Ri 
as of August 31 shows $181,396 in the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y, Amusement Corp. are reported. on | TAKES LINK T0 COAST ie : 
assets and liabilities. The court was lthe verge of severing connections, ae 
requested to continue the bg ged in Hearing on the American Guild | , with only the details of the split yet ve 
charge of its business and to slay si Artists’ temporar in- ASCAP Ok M to be worked out. Romm handled : RT | 
r ditors from bringing injunction rae er pengge: ee al P a. ays oving . sags | Harry Link, general professional i a 
cre 5 junction plea against the American | all theatre bookings for GAC bands, h a es | 
eedings against it until a plan of, p bid ie sae | . . . - : "a ead of Feist, to the Coast on Metro ak: 
proceedings again pial Federation of Musicians, scheduled | aris ce to ich e a job which will probably be spread Dienuntonde Bes 
reorganization : and new capital, for last Thursday (5), is now set for | Lp | among Tommy Rockwell. Mike Ni- | Genitan ‘“ iin: Cinititiniilian¢ total 
which it is seeking, has been brought next Tuesday (17) before Supreme | . | dorf and Milton Krasney, the agency’s | K. Si , Ses - 
; ‘ st was ted. Com-'| , eae Cae | unes Still Stron ? . Sidney’s first M-G production, 1p | 
in. The request w as gran Court Justice Aaron Steuer. In the oe top execs. wtameain Wadiditul of Glace’ te Sek He 
pany’s contracts with its recording meantime, the temporary — stay ae | Romm denies he’s leaving. explain- | cnapiro and Jack = nace ag E+ ty 
wands are no disturbed by the ac-' granted by Justice Ferdinand Pe- | If Hugo Bryk, European represent- | 17g that he has a contract with GAC | standout song. ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ is ane “ 
won. Al — hes ‘ized is 25.000 cora remains effective, preventing | ative for the American Society of | that’s effective until Feb. 1, 1941. He | gther soon-due Metro filmusical for 
nn, — ra oe ro r) sar AFM president James C. Petrillo | Composers, Authors and Publishers,| 294 the Will Osborne orchestra, | Feist song exploitation, as is ‘Little 
ee = rteenient yp Mag = which from attempting to carry out his wants to move his office from Paris which he personally managed for | Nelly Kelly.’ 
a (Continued on page 36) demands that all AGMA instrumen- | tg Vichy. seat of the French govern- | Years, recently split, Osborne shift- Link wil] spend two weeks on the i : 
i iiaicainie en ee talists join his union or be barred ment, it’s okay with ASCAP. So/ ing to the Wm. Morris agency for | Coast huddling with studio execs. tae 
b] from radio, records or appearances Bryk Was informed last week in an- bookings. ; ; ; : ee ae ee ee : 
FELIX ARND with symphony orchestras. swer to a query on whether it was GAC is closing its Cincinnati i 
AFM executive board last week | okay to transfer ASCAP’s European | branch office Saturday (14). Bob ¢ a . U S iit 
IN VOLUNTARY BKPTCY passed a resolution endorsing Petril- headquarters from WNazi-occupied | Weems, who had shifted from— the eiringer in e Me f 
*, lo’s move to force the concert artists territory into that part of France| N. Y. office to handle that end, is to 2 fis 
tein into AFM, but that was regarded as | which is still administered solely by | be let out. Area is to be served Hans Geiringer, formerly secretary 
Nola L. Mandel, known as Mrs. a foregone conclusion and without | Frenchmen. Bryk meantime is in, through the Chicago end. Cincy Of-| 4» the International Federation of Rati 
Henry Mandel and Nola Arnst, filed particular significance. Switzerland. fice was opened July 1. Authors Societies and ex-sec of the Fs 
a voluntary petition of bankruptcy In a press conference the middle | In its reply, ASCAP stated that it gee Te ee Austrian songwriters association, has ee 
in N. Y. federal court, Wednesday of last week, Petrillo and his at- would be guided by Bryk’s advice in| Jerome Kern did five tunes for | arrived in America. A native Vien- a 
(4) listing no assets and $7,388 in torney, Henry A. Friedman, ex- the Matter. Bryk wrote that the ‘Caribbean Nights’ at Universal. Dit- | nese. he has long resided in France iat 
liabilities. Last year her earnings pressed confidence of winning the British, Italian and French perform- | ties are ‘You and Your Kiss,’ ‘Simple | and is a French citizen. He is now 
consisted of $989 _in royalties from injunction fight last Thursday before 198 rights societies were functioning Philosophy,’ ‘Your Dream,’ ‘Remind known as Jean Geiringer. fy be 
the American Society of Composers, Justice Carroll Walter. However, $8 USual in both occupied and un-/| Me’ and ‘Farandola.’ Oscar Ham- Besides being an official of the 
Authors and Publishers. Petrillo told reporters he had been occupied territory, and that Ameri- | merstein 2d wrote the lyrics for songwriting organization, he’s a w.k. fea 
Among liabilities is $607 owed to advised by the lawver not to talk , C4" music was still being used a ‘Your Dream’ and Dorothy Fields for stage and screen librettist and ' 
the Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co., about the case. Day before the 8reat deal in the former territory. the other four songs. i lyricist. 1) 
Ine . for Services rendered, and scheduled hearing, Friedman asked - a pei ie / 
F $1,064 ow ed to Acweltone Corp., and Henry Jaffe, AGMA attorney, to EEE = TS 
Z oe Corp., on a judgment. “+ agree to a postponement, on the MPPA BOARD HUDDLES i 
though not listed as an asset, the 5,ound he had not had time to pre- r] 
‘ bankrupt mentions she has a suit pare the case. Jaffe quickly granted AFTER SUMMER LAYOFF 
pending in N. Y. supreme court the request and Justice Walter set 
against Sam and Harry Fox Pub- the jater date. Believed likely that —_—— f 
cong 6 ay Pont gi to oe no if the case is actually heard Tues- Board of directors of the Music 8 ) 
ale 0 elix Arn¢ eceased, an ; ‘ ‘ ; ' > “© *rotec 
P : , day the judge will take at least an- Publishers Protective Assn. meets 4h op j 
royalties she is due to receive from other week to consider before hand- this afternoon (Wednesday) at Ask The Bands Who Play Them i 
Hong from Raa AP. Her occupa- ing down his decision. Regardless MPPA headquarters for a discussion it 
ead - listed wep operating musical of the outcome, AGMA intends push- of several special matters. j 
owe for radio. : _|ing on for a permanent injunction, The board hasn’t had a huddle ’ 
sige composed Nola,’ named for Friedman has declined to reveal his since early in the summer. ; 
her, and she thinks she has more plans E se : 
royal s eee . P y -_— -_ , F ent 
yalties due her. With the question of cooperation W alters \ ice Lee W ith Chi The No. 1 ployed song on radio s 
—_— omens with AGMA by various of its affil- ae x t 
iates in the Associated Actors and W itmark: Miller Moves e f 
Artistes of America still uncertain, Chicago, Sept. 9. i 
there was some comment in perform- asett Tes bs : ees : f 
or ‘ircles last week over the SFOSE 500 Det len FepeeneS fe ay 
er union circies ias . "~ manager of the local Witmark office - i 
handling of the matter in the cur- wer Millbe Welines 
rent issue of — reggheve Actors Guild Benn y Miller, who was Lee's as- Catching on foster thon “The Woodpecker Song” a} 
magazine snort articie reporting tant : Witmark t vend thu ey 
. a t € limManrkK oOo neaada tI 
the jurisdictional dispute with Pe- " S, Joy: Gielest oliee se. ‘ : 
trillo appeared ager’ the back of the placing Nick Campbell, who shifts to . 
ae eee a go ge the New York office. ’ f 1 
. ‘ 9 what has been called SAGsS ap- f 
and his “Clouds of Joy peasement resolution’ against ‘en- ] WOULDN T TAKE A MILLION ha 
: ‘roac te o its jurisdiction.’ Mig 
featuring croachment: on it: ae - - a, by the footlights in the center of an | 
MARY LOU WILLIAMS |] sscitcally added that the ‘encroach: |, ce stage. They not only | [Mf Mack Gordon ond Horry W bi i 
ments’ referred to were Petrillo’s CP&'? HOUSE Mant ey not only oc orcon on orry arren combine tolents for the first Hh 
; at — move to take over the concert instru- ra Ri oa they aren't time to write their supreme song echievement. Sung by el 
mentalists. Piece also suggested that oe Saecs . vat : ; pa : Bk 
: oo N « . " ) | t > ) t . ’ Hs 
JUNE RICHMAN one of Petrillos possible motives AFM action ” a heen) hem to join SHIRLEY TEMPLE in the 20th Cen ury Fox picture Young People i 
- : ; the union, plus Petrillo's move of a 
might be ‘extension of the field of — | Pilea Saar rab eee ai ffien 
HARRY WELLS E ; year or so ago in taking in Chicago ° 
IATSE stagehands to highschoo!] and sadio anneunsems: tx vemraed fe 
Vocals community audiences where AGMA’s AGMA officials ed proof that me 
-4 members do 85% of their work in actually trying to encroach on the VM STEPP] NG 
: WEEK SEPT. 9 one-night programs. jurisdiction of other unions and thus | ; 
: TUNE TOWN BALLROOM AGMA Raps Petrillo ‘take over the whole music and radio a 
. ewer ) > lo’s eck -rformer fields, instead of merelv q 
{ t. As an answer to Petrill claim per WITH p 
| S Louis that such AGMA artists as Heifetz,| protecting his jurisdiction, as he ns 
; ° Iturbi and Hofmann are musicians claims. In the case of his taking in i 
i Decca Records because they play musical instru- | radio announcers, his explanation at A favorite request hit 
Pe a ments and should therefore belong the time was that AFRA was not or- 
~ Management to AFM, leaders of AGMA point to | ganizing the field and that he was 
the fact that opera prompters have afraid that if he didn't take them in ROBBINS MUSIC CORPOR 
ty JOE GLASER, Inc. been forced to join the music union. that the CIO might do so. He finaliy 0 ATION 799 Seventh Ave., New York 
He 30 Rockefeller Plaza. New York Prompters are the men who, unseen | relinquished the men in question to MURRAY BAKER, Gen -Prof. Mgr LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. cht 
Circle 7-0862 from the audience. call the cues and’ AFRA, but not without some resist- : 
i ‘ = direct the singers trom.s fpoded bax ance a P | 
err © o-3 ese ee we mes = iva 
~ i 
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Night Club Reviews 


sweet stuff that’s basically music-box 





'ealibre. About the best that can be 
' said is that few are going to actually 
| dislike it. 

| Not quite as mousey as the band is 











ASTOR ROOF, N. Y. 


Ina Ray Hutton Orch (14), 3 Wiles, ' 
Ruth Hughes Aarons and Bernard 
Grimes, Sigrid Dagnie, Sande, 
Williams Orch (5); 75c. and $1 cover. 





This is the best dance band that Ina 
Ray Hutton ever has had. All-male 
combo of 14 is fronted by the slinky- | 
gowned s.a. batoneer who also weaves | 
an interesting bump or two while 
maestroing, but essentially it’s good | 
dansapation, which is a major 
prerequisite. She formerly headed 
an all-femme band, which may have 
been easier on the eyes but not the 
ears. 

Succeeding Tommy Dorsey atop 
the Hotel Astor is no cinch assign- | 
ment, but she does a creditable job. 
Dorsey held down the podium for the 
major portion of the summer to the 
hotel roof's best gross in seasons, 
and now Miss Hutton winds up, sup- 
ported by a neat little floor show. 

The 3 Wiles are a standard com- 
edy act with their eccentric legmania 
in concerted rhythm; Chaplin, Dur- 





ante and Groucho Marx takeoffs;| table singing and then introducing 
topped by|them as a floor act. 
‘Wooden Soldiers’ dance routine, fol-| prestige and novelty and they found 
lowing a clever costume change a 


hokum magico, etc., 


front of the audience. 

Ruth Hughes Aarons and Bernard 
Grimes are effective, per usual, with 
their table tennis. Long with San- 
dor Glancz, Miss Aarons has a new 
partner in the intercollegiate table 
tennis champ, Bernard Grimes, She 
herself is five-times national table 
tennis champion and has toured her 
pingpong dexterity from the Rain- 
bow Room to the Roxy, and points 
west. A nice looking blonde she has 
an ingratiating style of performance 
interspersed with increasing show- 
manship through trick shots; playing 
with audience recruits while she’s 
seated on a chair throughout, etc. 

Sigrid Dagnie, ex-chorus girl out 
of ‘Higher and Higher,’ evidences her 
worth with solo terping in plastic toe 
work to “Three Shades of Blue’; a 
rhumba on her toes, etc. Personable 
blonde makes for a nice interlude. 

The Hutton crew of 14 includes 
some notable alumni of other bands 
such as Clarence Willard, first trump- 
eter, formerly with Whiteman; 
Johnny Mendell, second trumpet, ex- 
Jimmy Dorsey; Gay Fusco, first 
trombone, formerly Eddie DeLange; 
Charles Maxon, second trombone, a 
George Hall alumnus; Bill Westfall, 
trumpet, ex-Dick Stabile; Lenny 
Goldstein, sax, formerly with Red 
Norvo: Danni Cappi with Teddy 
Powell; George Paxton, tenor sax, 
ex-Al Donahue; Jack Porcello, gui- 
tar, ex-Tommy Reynolds; Wally Gor- 
don, drums; MacRae Adams, Phil 


Olivella, Irvine Orton and Pat oe Shelton is to give him eight weeks!the president, Charles M. 


ticularly effective is that electric one of the nation’s top star-makers Oberstein and q director receiving 


gles rounding out the rhythm. 


steel guitar in the arrangements. 
Miss Hutton’s own specialties com- 
prise peckin’ arrangements of ‘Wood- 
pecker Song’; a conga, with Harlem 
variations, to ‘Say Si Si’; and general 
on-the-upbeat jive. The relief Sande 
Williams band (5), a Hotel Astor 
standard, does all right too in the 
intervals. Abel. 


CHASE CLUB, ST. L. 
(HOTEL CHASE) 


St. Louis, Sept. 5. 


George Givot, Walter Cassel, Max- 
ine and Clayton. Paul Durand, Glee 
Joe Coates, 
Carl Ravazza Orch (12); $1.25 and 


Club, Marshall Cram, 


$1.75 minimum. 





With opposish from the Municipal 
Theatre Assn.’s al fresco playhouse 
enterprise in Forest Park, two straw- 
hatters and a couple of county 
niteries evaporated by the closing of 
their Seasons on Labor Day, the 
Chase Club is angling for most of 
that trade and current show with 
George Givot as the big attraction. 
It's the ‘Greek philosopher’s’ local 
debut and he’s packing ’em in. 

Givot still murders the English 
language with his dialect stories that 
border on the blue and warbles 
parodies on ‘Beguine’ and ‘Yes, We 
Have No Bananas.’ For the late 
shows. when the more ‘liberal- 
minded’ are in attendance, Givot lets 
down his hair a bit and socks across 
some ‘sophisticated’ yarns, 

Carl Ravazza’s orch has several 
tooters who double neatly. Walter 
Cassel, baritone who clicked recently 
in ‘East Wind’ at the Municipal thea- 
tre. Forest park, played a two-week 


engagement at the Chase, and is 
back for two more. He goes over. 
Maxine and Clayton (2), hoofing 


team, also click. They’ve been in a 
couple of Paramount talkers. 

With Ravazza batoning his latest 
Victor recording and his current 
themer, ‘Viegni Su,’ the show gets 
under way and Marshall Cram, a 
recent California high school grad, 
clicks with ‘Wabash Blues’ on his 
trombone. Cram has replaced Bill 
Hemmett, who joined Joe Reichman’s 
outfit. 

Paul Durand warbles a couple of 
comic ditties, the Glee Club scores 


with ‘Love Song’ and ‘Woodpecker’ | 


| 


| tice Makes Perfect’ for the week ending Sept. 7. 
Old Stery’ and 1,882 of ‘There I Go.’ 
| on ‘Practice’ for the same week was 995, 


and Joe Coates fiddles some oldies. 
Ravazza brings the show to a close 
with a neat band idea in which ‘God 
Biess America’ is heavily featured. 
Sahu. 


the femme warbler, Gloria Gilbert. 
She stands up there and slugs away 
at a tune and manages to give it con- 
siderable verve. 
The Ink Spots have a strong repu- 
tation even though fresh in _ a 
Ie ritory. Scored mightily with this 
eg City, Sept. f n| audience. Act has plenty of sales- 





COCOANUT GROVE 


(WALDORF HOTEL, MEXICO 
CITY) 


worst lush seems to lose his enthu- 
siasm for being abusive. 


Couple hours spent with the opera- 


’ ar Florene, ‘age : 7 
tang a Jazz Orchestra; no ™anship in delivery and style. The | quarters—requests come in through | tions, 
cover . : tall singer has no particular voice,|aq loudspeaker—revealed, however, | times t 


but has a natural staccato enuncia- 
tion that punches over a _ ballad. 
Boys work hard and willingly, and 
Zh | altogether have a solid turn. Entire 
Benet, wees. Sete, ae Ba at | proceedings are put together with a 
a prix ion sures meal at six pesos | uee Me and ear for public or 
; Lr S¢ action, with an excellent change of 
and a la carte quite reasonable. Spot pace particularly impressive in the 
was getting a good play on a recent | act’s routining. Gold. 


Friday evening as one of the lim- 
U. S. Record 





that only a small minority of the 
jukebox patrons are anything but 
most polite. Majority are incred- 
ulous about the whole thing, as 


Atop the Waldorf (formerly Diane) 
hotel is an attractive triangular- 


is actually listening to them or that 
their request will be played, and 
doubt and surprise are reflected in 
their voices. 
‘Dedications’ 
More than anything else, 








ited number of ‘nice’ places in Mex- 
ico City. ‘ 

Food and service were okay, but | 
dance orchestra pretty weak, offer- 


wide- 


nickels lost in this way even the, clinches 


tors in the Brooklyn outfit’s head-— 


though they are not certain anyone | 


ing mostly slow tempo stuff, which 
did not inspire much audience pep, 
although the young Mexican stepper- 
outers came up with the first note 
every time. Routine music robs spot 








Continued from page 35 








have been issued with a par of $1 
and 4,000 shares of preferred, with a 
par of $50, of which 1,900 shares 


spread use of the device promises to | 
provide an entirely new method for | 


imparting to gal-friend, wife or ri- 
val every emotion from love to jeal- 
ousy. Gimmick is that by inserting 


of its best chance to make an im- 
pression, Another showmanship flaw 
is using a_ guitar-song trio for 


have been issued. Of the $93,147 
owed, $49,650 is owed to 175 unse- 
cured creditors. 

There are 11 proceedings against 
| the company in various courts, most 
,of which were brought for unpaid 
|Toyalties. These are a suit by Harry 
|Fox for $11,147; Leeds Music Co., 
| $3,000; Melrose Music Corp., $463; 
Luz Bros. Music Publishers, Inc., 
$547; Rex Music Co., $1,532; Talking 


a dime in the slot instead of a nickel, 
the customer can have a number 
‘dedicated.’ Inasmuch as it is pos- 
sible to get close up to the mike on 
the box and whisper, there’s quite 
some surprise registered when Mazie 





It stole their 


the crowd lethargic. Trio was okay, 
having been heard at the Weylin 
Bar and other spots in New York. 
Ramon and Florene’s three num- 
bers without a pause demonstrate 
them to be first-rate ballroomolo- 
gists. Audience was slow to appre- 


speaker that ‘She Went and Lost It 
at the Astor’ is being played for her 


ciate their lifts and general tech-| Book Corp. of America, $1,146; Leo} cluded: 
nique, but finally surrendered. Sen- | Feist, Inc., $264; Miller Music, $955; ‘Tell Babe to keep away from 
orita Florene was dressed becoming- 


Robbins Music Corp., $208; E. B. 
Marks Music Corp., $208, and Kraus 
Distributors, Inc., $600. Petition ex- 


\ 7 ee : plains that a forced sale would re- 
oe oe yg Hage eg in little being received for 


Haryy and play ‘It’s the Talk of the 
Town.’ 

Tell Ada Williams it’s dedicated to 
her and I mean it. ‘I'm Getting Sen- 


ly in a long, slinky satin gown with 
Mexican petticoat, but should have 
worn matching black satin panties 








| the show straight. 
| ———— ists and musical 


| BLACKHAWK, CHI 





timental Over You.’ 

‘Play for Blanchey ‘I Get Along 
Without You Very Well.’ 

‘Tell Kate that Sammy says he'll 
never smile again if you don’t smile 


turn otherwise on the ultra side. | creditors, but that the debtor, if al- 

A good-looking Mexican emcees lowed to continue, could salvage the 
Land. | business. Many contracts with art- 
organizations, as 
well as the distribution last year of | 








2.000.000 records, are listed as an! at him and he Says he's dedicating it 
example of good will. to you. 
Chicago, Sept. 5 Austin Tell Sally she’s a bad shot with 





; ; : the machine gun and_play anything 
Dick Shelton Orch with Gloria The balance sheet discloses cash on 2 ie oe : , We y Ngee 

| Gilbert, Ink Spots (4) | ; aan by the Inkspots.’ (Many requests are 
| : an : |hand as of August 31 of $2,321 and as inexplicable to the operator 
accounts receivable of $21,413. Rec-| this). 

ords are valued at $43,312 and mas- 


as 


Current lineup marks a departure 


|from established policy by this loop About half of the tunes requested 


‘spot. Formerly the lure was always ters and mothers at $100,000. Both} are ‘deddies,’ as the ops call them, 
the orchestra, with the floor show | of these largest assets, however, are/and provide a handsome profit for 
relegated to filler quality. | pledged on a chattel mortgage to the|t,e machine owners. Another an- 


| Ink Spots are the sole current floor | Pilgrim Trust Co. 
show and rate as the boxoffice item 
also, since the Dick Shelton band is | 


S This was for twO| pie is that for a quarter a dedication 
loans, one of $15,000 and another of | can be made over a machine in an- 
lstrictly a mewcomer. Blackhawk | 27200. Liabilities Commies of {Ne | other taproom on the circuit. Still 
/owners have a real interest in the stock, | accounts payable, copyrig it! another device to jimmy extra coin 
| Shelton orchestra and are promoting | royalties due and pais due the |; out of the boxes is a list of ‘Classics’ 
its progress in every way. And one|175 unsecured creditors. Eight Of-/| for which a dime is charged, In- 
|of the potent ways of promoting |ficers and directors are listed, with) ojudeq in this category, for instance, 


! Hemen-| i; ‘Bugle Call Rag.’ No one seemed 
way, serving with no salary; Eli B. to know why. 

About 600 tunes are listed on the 
front of each cabinet. Customers 
l can ask for them either by name or 


sustaining buildup over WGN, 


|of bands. Blackhawk and WGN have | $16 000 yearly, and Lowell M. May-| 
| figured cooperatively in the making , 


: berry, director, receiving $5,000. 
|of several top orchestras. y ir 


s : g incent L ibell Friday ; ‘laa 

| Shelton has a meek, pleasant little PP yes: Niet L. hoy Pr : ne number, the gals who dig ’em out 
orchestra. It’s no great shakes on | ‘9 re erred the case to Irwin Kurtz,’ 4¢ neat racks exhibiting amazing 
any score, with the emphasis on special master. 


|memories for transposing the titles 
___ |into the numbers by which all wax- 
|ings are filed. Brooklyn setup has 
|about 1,000 dises in all, those not 
| listed being new tunes which come 
in from the manufacturers as 

as they are pressed. 
Mike Fright for a Nickel 


At least one out of 10 of the 
people who put nickels in the slot 
get mike fright when the op replies 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Woody Herman band started a giveaway gag on its new Saturday after- 
noon NBC broadcast (7). A switch on the anagram game, Herman calls 
his airing ‘Tune-o-Gram Time’ and pays a prize of $10 to the listener 
sending in the most words of five letters or that can be gleaned 


s00n 





more 


from the letters in a song title. The song used will in every instance | ‘Selection, Please’ to the signal 
possible be one of the band’s flock of originals on the order of ‘Wood- caused by their coin. They forget 
chopper’s Ball’. Many gags have been used on sustaining broadcasts, what they want. And inasmuch as 
but few have given cash prizes. Casa Loma band did some time ago. this uses up time during which 

Herman shifted from CBS to NBC pickups week before (31), his initia] |SOmMeone else may be itching to 


stick a jit in the slot, the op makes 
| suggestions on tunes, which are al- 
|most always accepted. 


Saturday session being a ‘weicome’ broadcast. 
hours weekly. 


Gets four additional half 


Jitterbug hears through the loud- | 


special benefit, courtesy of Joe Zilch. 
Some of the sentiment caught in- | 


| high beyond that. 


Public music concerts on bandstands of parks in various parts of New 


York cost Local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians half of the 


$15,955 bill during the past summer. 
| was borne by the Friedsam Foundation, used 812 musicians over the sea- 
They played to over 130,000 people in 20 concerts. 


| 
son. 


Concerts, half of the cost of which 


Season was the third sponsored by the local, the Friedsam Foundation, 


and the N. Y. Park Department. 


Mayor 


LaGuardia conducted opening 


and closing concerts at Central Park, N. Y. 

Johnny Long’s band is sharpening its NBC Saturday afternoon sustain- 
ing pickups each week from the Roseland ballroom, New York, by bring- 
ing in for each broadcast an instrumental specialist from another outfit. 


Past week 


it was Sammy Weiss, drummer who has been with a number 


of topflight groups at one time or another, and lately has been doing studio 


work. 


Next Saturday it’s Bobby Hackett, trumpeter. 


Guests chip in with 


samples of their stuff. Long band stays at the Roseland till Oct. 15. 





Many of the less bashful lads ask 
the femme her name before telling 
what they want played. Thus each 
op builds up quite a clientele, which 
| has caused a development something 
| like this: ‘Hello, is that you Peggy?’ 
‘Yes, this is Peggy. You sound like 
| Jim Smith, are you?’ ‘No, this 
Ed Jones. How are you Peggy?’ 
‘I'm fine. Did you get home safely 
from Howard’s tavern last night?’ 
(Or some other personal comment 
if she knows anything about the 
guy). ‘Yes, I got home okay.’ ‘That's 
fine, what can I play for 
\‘Play anything you like.’ 

Ops’ instructions are to make the 


IS 


you?’ 


| Good press stunt by Bob Christenberry, managing director of the Hotel | conversation as interesting and yet 


Astwr, N. Y., are the invitations for Tommy Dorsey's opening atop the as short as possible. 


} Asi 


c Roof next May 19, 1941. 
Aug. 29. 





| Latest of the old tunes that mechanical companies have undertaken to tion, Please.’ 


the 
There’s 


pluggers after initial ‘Selec- 


also no rule 


revive is ‘Mickey’ (Mills). The tune, rating as one of the top sheet sellers | against a little freshness now and 
of all time, was published in 1918, shortly after Mack Sennett had released 


his picture of the same name. 





Bob Miller, president of the Music Publishers Contact Employees union, 


is mulling over the suggestion that he ask Sidney Kaye, v.p. of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., to take out a card, since Kaye has been making a practice of 


contacting band ieaders. 


Kaye by profession is a lawyer. 





Broadcast Music, Inc., claims that it disposed of 17.662 copies of ‘Prac- 





then, although how far to go must 
naturally be left to the op’s good 
judgment. 

Brooklyn outfit, which is run as a 
demonstrator by Jim Toman, distrib 
in the New York territory for Auto- 
matic Music Corp., has had preity 
good luck in getting operators. It 


employs five gals chosen by the U. S. | 
Also 3,072 of ‘The Same , Unemployment Service. 
The claimed sale of orchestrations| married ones have proved able to 


Older and 


handle their wits quicker in the 


Tone of their | 
The hotel renewed Dorsey after his closing | Voices is kept a lot less impersonal 
Ina Ray Hutton’s band holds forth at the Astor concurrently. than that of the telephone company’s | 


| 


Jukebox S.A. Pays Big 


Continued from page 1 





| 


and are generally more 
smooth than the kids. 
How It Works 
Most of the operators take short. 
hand, making notes of the dedica- 
This is important as some. 
here are up to 10 records to 


| be played ahead of the last one re. 


quested. This is made possible in 
the A.M.I. system by use of double 
wiring, which allows conversation 
while the music is playing. In some 
other systems (about 27 manufac. 
turers are working on them now) 
voices can only be tossed during in. 
termish between recordings. Ops 
flick a dial regulating the sensitivity 


'of the mike on the box and also the 


volume of their own 
makes it possible for them to hear 
requests spoken in moderately loud 
tones from 15 feet away from the box 


mike. This 


| and to make themselves easily heard 


over the usual tavern’s hubbub. 


Ten jukeboxes and a switchboard 
with 10 outlets and 10 turntables are 


sold as a unit by all the manufac- 


turers. They run from $3,750 to 
$6,500 for the works. Any number of 
units can be operated from one office 
and use the same records. One op 
can handle two switchboards at a 
time. Hookup from central to box is 
by regular wire leased from the 
phone company. Cost of the con- 
nection varies with its length, which 
limits locations to within one mile 
of headquarters, costs getting too 
It’s a bonanza to 
the phone company, which gets an 
average of about 1c out of each 
nickel, dime of quarter dropped. 


AMI, which calls its outfit ‘Sing- 
ing Towers,’ has the juice on from 8 
in the morning until 4 the next morn- 
ing. One gal operates and one tends 
the turntables during the day, while 
two are required for the 10 turn- 
tables at night. There are only 10 
spots in the hookup so far. Seeburg 
Co. has just devised a new combina- 
tion instrument which contains rec- 
ords and works just like the old- 
fashioned jukebox during the day, 
when trade isn’t brisk enough to 
merit an operator, but breaks into 
the central system in the evenings. 

Juke distribs estimate that the cen- 
tral-station machines will never re- 
place more than 10%, of the old type 
the new ones require spots do- 
ing right smart biz. They must take 
in a minimum of $35 a week to make 
them pay a profit, while $12 turns the 
trick very nicely in the old-fashioned 


as 


way. Location owner gets a consid- 
erably smaller split than he does 


with ordinary machines, too, as the 
operators take $10 out for expenses 
before making the divvy and “then 
the deal often is 35-65, small end to 
the location owner, instead of the 
usual 50-50. 

Taproom and bar proprietors go 


for the smaller split, however, be- 
cause novelty of the microphone 
system draws plenty more nickels 
than the old way, which makes 
things even, or better, financially. 
It’s also an attraction for the cus- 
tomers. At 10 p.m. on an ordinary 


Thursday this mugg found every bin 


in the Brooklyn central loaded with 
four to 10 records waiting to be 
played. 





Band Bookings 


Saxie Dowell, Sept. 13-14, private 
parties, Winston-Salem, N. C.: 16, 
Carolina theatre, Greensville, S. C.; 
17, State theatre, Raleigh: 18-19, 
Kemp theatre, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Duke Ellington, Oct. 11, U. of Min- 
nesota, Minneapolis. 

Slim Gaillard, Sept. 13, three weeks, 
Stamm’s Cafe, Philadelphia. 

Sammy Kaye, Sept. 18, Sylvan 
Beach, Syracuse, N. Y.; 19, Hecla 
Park, Bellefonte, Pa. 

George Hall, Sept. 13-14, Hamid’s 
Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 

Jack Teagarden, Sept. 19, Met the- 
atre, Boston. 

Tito, Sept. 17, four weeks, Sir Fran- 








_cis Drake hotel, San Francisco. 


Del Courtney, Sept. 14, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati; 17-22, Tunetown 
B., St. Louis. 

Al Donahue, Oct. 10, week, Flat- 
bush theatre, Brooklyn; 17, Windsor, 
Bronx. 

George Olsen, Sept. 29-Oct. 2, 
Strand theatre, Lansing, Mich.; 5, 


| Aud., Flint, Mich.; 6-9, State theatre, 
| Kalamazoo; 10-12, Michigan theatre, 
| Jackson; 


13-14, 
Ann Arbor,; 
Grand Rapids. 

Will Osberne, Oct. 3, Aud., Bea- 
trice, Neb.; 4, U. of Wichita, Wichita, 
Kan.: 5, Palemor B., Kansas City, Mo. 


theatre, 
theat re, 


Michigan 
17-19, Keith 
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Marcus Show's $73,000 (Mex) Gross 
Phenomenal Takings in Mexico City 


>. 


. 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Mexico City, Sept. 10. 

A survey of entertainment activ- 
{ty in this chief city of the Mexican 
republic during the first week of 
September must note that at the mo- 
ment the (a) still unclarified politi- 
cal situation, and (b) greatly dimin- 
jshed volume of American tourism 
are influencing factors of an unfavor- 
able nature. The political situation’s 
eventual approach to normalcy should 
pring the tourist trade back with a 
bang. If avoiding further messy in- 
cidents on the streets Mexico should 
have a good winter influx of Yankees. 
The latter are important to enter- 
tainment here, or at least to the 
more elegant forms. Night spots in 
particular need them, not only for 
the extra cash expenditures they rep- 
resent but because the tourist’s 
presence is reassuring to conserva- 
tive moneyed Mexicans who, while 
they may or may not care for Amer- 
ican tourists as individual curiosities, 
recognize the tourist as a sign of 
probable peace and quiet. 

American suowmen must read 
these remarks bearing the difference 
in money values in mind, but not 
being misled by the apparent cheap- 
ness of admissions. If the A. B. Mar- 
cus show opens at six pesos top and 
rescales to three pesos this is not 
dropping from $1.25 to 60c. in the 
sense it reckons in Yankee coinage. 
The peso is a dollar here and three 
dollars is a big price for a ticket al- 
most anywhere in the world. A night 
club check of $20 Mexican may seem 
very reasonable to a tourist familiar 
with New York gyp, but the Mexi- 
can waiter will be obviously im- 
pressed and consider himself doing 
well when tipped at a rate a lordly 
Manhaitan garcon would accept with 
an under-the-breath wisecrack or a 
sourpuss. 

The following is a brief summa- 
tion of present show business activ- 
ity in Mexico City: 

Stage Attractions 


Palacie de Bellas Artes — A. B./| 


Marcus Revue is concluding nine- 
week engagement at nice takings. In 
first big week, at $6, the gross was 
$73,000 (Mex) which is near-fabu- 
lous. This troupe was given the Na- 





‘Bolger Told to Keep Off 


The Grass in Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 10. 


Ray Bolger, appearing on the Mich- 
igan stage, tried to get Sunny O’Dea, 
also current here at the Club Royale 
and who was with him in ‘Keep Off 
the Grass,’ to make it a doubleheader 
appearance at the theatre. But the 
nitery people nixed the idea. 

It was pointed out Miss O’Dea had 
been extensively advertised at the 
Club Royale during her first week 
there, and the benefits of it should 
come back to them during her sec- 
ond week rather than to the theatre. 


Talk Reopening 
Philly Mastbaum 
As a Vaudhlmer 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
Stanley-Warner execs are mulling 
reopening the chain's $5,000,000 
white elephant, the Mastbaum, as a 


possible showcase for vaude, now 
that the musicians union squabble 
had been ironed out. Orders were 
even given to house crews to put the 
big 5,000-seater in shape, but before 
any work was started the whole 
thing was called off and the idea 
relegated to the mothballs where it 
has reposed for the past six years. 
Reason for the shelving was the 
fact that the Mastbaum has been a 
jinx because of its location. When 











it was built in the lush year of 1929, 
Philadelphians had visualized a ‘Gay 
| White Way’ on the western end of 
| Market street. Nearby was built the 
| Erlanger, a legit house, But theatre- 


from the beaten track and 


project died a-borning. 


Quodbach Returns 


Chicago, Sept. 10. 
Al Quodbach, veteran nitery oper- 
ator who has been out of the busi- 
ness for a few years, has returned 
to the nocturnal dine and dance biz, 


of town. 
Joint is 
Casino. 


Bill Miller Group Plans 
Vaude Operation, Unit 
Prod.; to Tour ‘Streets’ 


Bill Miller, in association with the 
Messrs. Danziger, is again going in- 
to vaude theatre operation this sea- 
son along with producing units. 
They are leasing the Queensborough 
theatre, Astoria, L. IL, and propose 
to open vaudfilms there Oct. 17 on 
a four-day-a-week policy. House 
will be dark one day a week, while 
a nabe church will use it for bingo 
the other two days. 

Miller will also tour ‘Streets of 
Paris’ as a picture house unit, prob- 
ably making several cast changes 
after the show closes for Michael 
Todd at the Hall of Music, N. Y. 
World’s Fair. Miller acquired the 
road rights to ‘Streets’ from the 
Shuberts after Todd nixed taking up 
his option. 

Todd’s deal with the Shuberts en- 
tailed $15,000 for rights at the Fair, 
with Todd to pay another $10,000 if 
he wanted to exercise his option to 
tour the production. 

Miller plans to ask $7,500 guaran- 
tee for ‘Streets’ in vaude, plus splits 
on gross overage. 


PADULA DICKERS FOR 
POST AS GOV'T AIDE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 


H. Padula, former op- 
of the Arcadia-International 


tagged the Casanova 











Arthur 
erator 





}and the Anchorage, both class spots 
|here that were shuttered recently— | 


, | the first because of union trouble, 
| goers were unwilling to go that far | the 
| 


the 


second because of delinquent 
federal taxes—is reported dickering 








opening a new spot on the south side | 


Al Rogers, Belle Dow To 











Al Rogers, in association with Belle | 
| Dow, the indie booker, will operate 
|the Mosque, 
| filmer this season. 
morrow (Thursday) with Ed Sulli- 
| van and the Harvest Moon Ball win- 
|ners, plus double features, for four 


| 


as a vaud- 
House opens to- 


Newark, 


days. 
Mosque, a 3,800-seater, is owned by 
‘the Prudential Insurance Co, It has 


} 


| long been a white elephant. 


| While Belle Dow is in on the oper- 


j;ation, Rogers claims that he alone 
will book the shows, 


WB, AFM End 
Row; Earle To 








Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 

The 10-month-old squabble be- 
tweent the Stanley-Warner circuit 
and the Philly local of the American 
Federation of Musicians was ended 
last Wednesday (4) at a meeting in 
|New York between James C. Petrillo, 
/national AFM prexy, and Joseph 
Bernhard, vice-president of the 
chain. The agreement, approved by 
the Philly local, is expected to go 
into effect before the end of the 





will again grace the boards of the 
Earle, which has been on a straight 
| film diet since the walkout last De- 
| cember. 

Under the terms of the settlement 
ithe S-W circuit will buy $92,500 
|; worth of music for the year with an 
| orchestra at the Earle and a band at 
the Stanley, Camden, during the 
playing of Sunday stage shows. (Live 
| shows are banned in Philly; the acts 
playing the Earle do a Sabbath stint 


Operate Newark Mosque. 








| 


Revive Vaude 


To Chicago Nitery Biz I ist Fi ight Involving Philly's New AGVA 
Head Latest Episode In 


Union Wrangle 


- 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
A stormy meeting enlivened by a 
fist fight in which a lady claimed she 


was bitten is the latest chapter in 
the hectic career of the Philly unit 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 

The latest flareup happened last 
Thursday night (5) at the local 
AGVA offices in the Shubert build- 
ing. Eight members of the local 
board held a meeting in which a 
resolution was passed denouncing the 
appointment of Lee Travers as ex- 
ecutive secretary to succeed Thomas 
E. Kelly, who was bounced from the 
job two weeks ago by National 
AGVA Chief Hoyt Haddock. The 
board members also adopted a mo- 
tion denouncing ‘Communism, Nazi- 
ism and Fascism.’ Among those who 
met were Dick Jones, Joe Campo, 
Joe Burns, Mary Ella, Kli-Ban, Al 
Ray, Jack Spangler and Harry Lewis 
—all of them called ‘Kelly hench- 
men’ by Travers. 


As soon as the meeting broke up 
the group, swelled by the addition 
of Lewis’ wife, entered Travers’ of- 
fice and tried to oust him. A fight 
ensued. Travers, a husky gent who 
is the understander of an acro team, 
got in a couple of licks before the 
battle broke up. In the melee, Mrs. 
Lewis claimed Travers bit her and 
threatened to swear out a warrant 
against him. (At this writing he has 
not been arrested). 

Travers charged that Kelly, the 
deposed exec-secretary, was directing 
the procedure from an office across 
the hall. Travers also said that 
Kelly and his followers had been 
carrying on a ‘picket line’ outside the 
Shubert buiding dissuading actors 


i h GVA offices. 
|month, with indications that vaude | from: going to the A 


Despite this, Travers claimed, more 
than 50 new members have joined 
the organization since he took over 





| the office last week. 


| Travers was first named national 
| representative by Haddock. 


Last 
| Wednesday he received the appoint- 
ment of executive secretary from 
Haddock with instructions to dis- 
| regard the actions of the local board. 
| Travers said he would begin his cam- 
|paign to sign closed shop contracts 


wana” 


Soe 
ae oe 
—- 








: ‘ie é Ss with Government officials for the across the rive with nitery owners next week. 4 
eg Me Rng. 4 og In 1933 the late Samuel L. (Roxy) | job of making a survey of hotel end|- The path + upon is about |, The local AGVA boss said he had Hi 
din tn cn Anestiod see. Glens Rothafel tried to make it pay and/ restaurant facilities in the Canal | $22,000 more than was spent for mu- | intended to talk over contracts with if 

er sien pany. failed. The house shuttered early in | Pepe's » a ithe Cafe Owners Association, a bea 

cus made four changes of bill for | jo: | Zone. sicians at the Earle and Stanley last | ‘ " HT 
the nine weeks, Revue now goes to 1935 and was reopened only once; padula, a veteran in restaurant! year, but is about half the amount |8TOUP of nitery props formed last nf 
Havana. pean A ra on cay a. ,operation, was approached by rep-| paid to musicians by the S-W chain | Spring, but had been unable to get ch 
Palacio meantime has a Spanish cert by the illy Orchestra's Con-| resentatives of the Defense Commis-/ under the old contract. Before the | the body together. He will now M4 


language repertory coming up under 
Fernando Wagner, the same produ- 
cer who has through the summer 
offered five plays in English, includ- 
ing a spoof on tourism. A ballet 
company headed by Anna Sokolow 
will give performances Tuesdays and 
Fridays after Sept. 17 and through 
October. Carlos 
conducting the Mexican Sympheny 
orchestra Friday evenings. Occa- 
sional performances of grand opera 
are given, the latest being ‘Lucia’ 
with Evangelina Magna. 

‘Folies Bergere’ ($2)—This is the 


haven of the famous Mexican come- | 


dian, ‘Cantinfias.’ Like the Teatro 
Lirico the shows here are marked by 
ari undercurrent 
ticians. This 
some days 


house was closed for 
not long ago because of 


Chavez has been |} 


of satire on poli-| 


Official frowns at too-telling shafts of | 


wit. Currently Mapy and Fernando 


Cortes are added attractions, coming | 


in from Cuba; the soubret via New 
York. 
Lirico 
Amelia 
here. 


and 
revue 


($2)—Roberto Soto 
Wilhelmy head the 
Weekly change of bill. 


cert for Youth last February. 





Mexico City, Sept. 10. 
A. B. Marcus, whose road show is 





doing terrific business at the Belles 
| Arts here, will round out the season 
locally next week and will shift | 


| operations to Cuba. 

| Slated to open at the Alcazar, Ha- 

vana, Oct. 1, for a stay and then head 

for South and Central America time. 
Ruth Beck rejoined the A. B. Mar- 


cus show for the final four days of | 


its local engagement at the Palacio 
de Bellas Artes. Showgirl spent 


A. B. Marcus Show Quits 
Mex City for Havana Date 


‘sion, which is planning to bring a 
| large number of workers to the 
Panama Canal area for the purpose 
of building added fortifications and 
increasing the defense forces there. 
,Padula’s services are being sought, 
|according to reports, to line up 
lenough housing and feeding facili- 
|ties for the additional personnel. 





‘Louis Handin Hurt 
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Louis Handin, lawyer-president of 
| the NVA, was severely injured in an 
|auto crash on Long Island Sunday 


most of the 10-week run of the revue | night (8). He’s in French hospital, 
in a Mexico City hospital, having |N. Y. 
contracted scarlet fever soon after | Handin’s wife was driving their 


| arrival, car home from Long Beach when it 
Revue left today (Tuesday) for a | was sideswiped by another car. The 
week in Pueblo, Mexico, and then Handin auto turned over several 


Arbeu ($1.50)—Spanish drama dia- | 


ships to the Alcazar, Havana. 


Sophia Alvarez, Mexican soubret, 


joins the A. B. Marcus unit in Ha- 
vana. She was with him in India. 
Nils T. Granlund wanted Miss Al- 


times, but Mrs. Handin escaped with 
only bruises. 


Dart to Book Lyric, 


(Continued on page 39) 





‘Gainsworth Would Top 


unshuttering—if and 
Park Casino, set for 
25. The spot is 
chorage, on 
|in Fairmount Park, 
two months ago after a 


about Sept. 





Old Anchorage Reopening | j¢; “national 


the East River Drive) several other national 
which folded| bers, will attend a meeting of the 
raid by| Philadelphia board Tuesday (17) and 


| tackle them all individually, he said. 





No Decision on Kelly 
No decision has been reached by 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 


board regarding the 

Philadelphia, Sept. 10. | status of Thomas Kelly, until re- 

Marjorie Gainsworth, warbler,|cently executive-secretary of the 
'now appearing at the Versailles,| union’s Philadelphia local. He ap- 


| New York, will head the show at the! peared before the board Monday (9) 
when—of the|and is to do so again Friday 


(13), 


Committee including Dewey Barto, 


the former An-|AGVA president; Henry Dunn and 


board mem- 


Treasury agents for delinquent so-| will issue a decision on the matter 


cial security taxes. It was 


‘chased by a syndicate tabbed the! 
| Riverside Inn, Inc., including Harry | AGVA national executive-secretary, 


Drob, former operator of the Club 
21 here; Sam Ottenberg, who for- 
merly ran the Club Seville, 


; 
and | confidence. 


pur-/| the following day. 


Kelly was fired by Hoyt Haddock, 


on various charges after the Philly 
local board had given him a vote of 
He was to have de- 


Isabelle Hackett, wife of a city de-| fended himself against the charges 
| tective. 


Drob is angling for a name band, 
possibly Xavier Cugat’s crew, to 
play at the opening. Purchase of the 


‘at the Monday meeting of the na- 
tional board, but had not received a 
copy of the charges as promised. 
Haddock explained the failure to 


varez for the U. S., but 


bid him 


logs twice nightly with Sylvia Villa- 
laz and Luis Mussot. 

Farbregas ($2) — ‘La Condesa 
Maria’ twice nightly with Prudencia 
Grife}l. famed throughout Latin- 
America. Also Emma Alonso, Ma- 

‘Continued on page 38) 


Jessel’s Cafe Date 





— Cleveland, Sept. 10. 
George Jesse] goes into Ohio Villa 
Oct. 2 for two weeks under percent- 


BERLE UNIT BOOKED FOR |age deal set by Frank Sennes, 
N. Y., NEWARK VAUDERS 25,105,203, 19s eg 


|sists of Chick and Lee, Clara and 
Hudson, Maurice Spitalny’s band. 








Practically the same unit as the 
one opening next Thursday (19) 
at Loew's State, N.Y, accompanies 
Milton Berle to the Adams, Newark, 
Oct. 4 when he plays that week on 
fan centage, 50-50 from the first dol- 
me He will have Bea Wain, Tommy 

8s and Betty Lou, 4 Step Bros. 
~~ the Stuart Morgan Dancers. 
 oraay reopens the Show of the 

on WOR (Howard Clothes) 








DET.’S MALE REVUES 
Detroit, Sept. 10. 

Ail-male revues, with which it ran 
for 32 weeks last season, will be re- 
'sumed this fall by 
'Club Frontenac, which has been 
| shuttered for five weeks. 
Reopening on Sept. 12, the nitery 


ept. 29 with Vincent Lopez and | again will have Karyl Norman pro- 
ducing. 


Buddy Clark. 


Marcus out- | 


the downtown | 


" . 
Indpls., From Chicago 
Indianapolis, Sept. 10. 
Kermit Dart, booker for the vaud- 
film Lyric, moved to Chicago Thurs- 


| 


day (12), where he will book the 
stage shows for the house. Dart | 
|feels that he will have a better 


i;chance to put shows together there 
‘from acts showing at loop theatres, 
'and he plans to add other houses to 
his string. He will be accompanied 
iby his wife, Irene, who will help 
| with production, 

| Bill McIlwain, formerly with Ma- 
jor Bowes, moves into the Lyric, 
| where he will put the shows together 
‘locally under Dart’s direction from 
Chicago. Chartes Olson remains as 
house operator and will look after 
general supervision of stage fare, 





| Earl Volimer, onetime manager of 
Castle Farm, Cincinnati, named aide 
'to Maurice Cohen in operation of 
Palladium ballroom, Hollywer? 


l opening Oct. 15. 





Anchorage must get its final okay send Kelly the copy as a misunder- 
before a iederal court-appointed! standing on the part of office em- 
referee at a hearing skedded ployees. After reading the charges 
Sept. 16. Kelly has a right to consult the 
| ieee ae |AGVA records in New York and 
° | Philadelphia, under supervision of 
Two of a Kind |an AGVA representative, to prepare 
ae |his defense. He has agreed to abide 
Seattle, Sept. 10. | by the national board’s decision, 
Twin of The Cave, Vancouver, | 


B. C., night spot, opened with same | 

name at Winnipeg, Manitoba, last MILLER BAND TEES OFF 
week, booked by Joe Daniels out of | 
| Seattle. A. G. King owns bath 
| places, with Maxwell King, his son, 
managing the new spot. 

Daniels also reports recent open- 
ing of Musical Gardens, Kellogg, 
Ida. Also in the Daniels night club 
circuit is the Oasis, Seattle. 





Providence, Sgpt. 10. 


Glenn Miller band will inaugurate 
_ the name policy at the Metropolitan 
| theatre here Friday (13). Spot was 
recently taken over by Associated 
COLUMBUS NITERY REOPENS | Theatres, headed by A. A. Spitz and 
Columbus, Sept. 10. | managed by Bill Brown. Screen fare 
| Century Room of the Neil House, | will open with Monogram’s ‘Boys of 
number one supper club in city, re-| the City.’ 
opens for season Sept. 19 with music | Matinee prices call for 28c balcony 
by George Duffy. | and 39c orchestra, with children 20¢c 

Band is currently in another De- at all times. Evening prices are 39- 
, witt hotel, the Hollenden, Cleveland. | 55 and 75 top for loges. 


i 
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Unit Reviews 


‘barrel is an ancient one but still 
good for amusement. Near the finale 
is the transfer of Dante’s femme as- 
sistant, Moi Yo Miller, from stage to 
a chest swinging from the dome of) 
the theatre. There are a number of| 








Continued from page 37. 











GEO. JESSEL UNIT 


(MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS) 
St. Louis, Sept. 6. 

Rochelle Hudson, 
Jean Parker, Isabel Jewell, Steffi 
Duna, Lya Lys, Jean Gary, Betty 
Jane Cooper, Mario Silva orch (18); 
‘Slightly Tempered’ (U). 

George Jessel’s show, fresh from 
Hollywood, teed off in Fanchon & 
Marco’s 4,000-seater in midtown, the 
first stop on a nation-wide trek. 
Comprised of a bevy of names and 
lookers from the screen, the 63-min. 
show demonstrates that these femmes 
have oomph and talent, and nicely- 
paced action kept the payees in the 
well-filled house interested through- 
out on opening day. Swell 


George Jessel, 





'warbles a Hawaiian war dance tune | 


bally | 


preceded opening and the Milt Har- 


ris-Howard Gould combo added a 
gimmick that was sock with localites. 
After each of the first two shows 
opening day (6) the stars were 
herded into the spacious lobby and 
tossed to the autograph hounds. 
Several thousand pictures of them- 
selves, duly 
tributed. 
Show gets under way with the 
orchplatform coming up and the 
tooters playing ‘Give My Regards to 
Broadway. Jessel follows with pat- 
ter, touches on his 
etc. Lya Lys, a titian-haired glamour 
gal with a foreign accent, warbles ‘I 


Hancocked, were dis- | 


marital affairs, | 


Can't Remember His Name’ after be- | 


~~ the foil for some of Jessel’s gags. 
sabel Jewell emotes neatly in her 
monolog. ‘The Girl Behind the Lunch 
Counter.’ 
Cucaracha’ with plenty of sock. 


Jessel, who is on and off the boards 


Steffi Duna warbles ‘La- | 


| amateurs se : 
|from half way across the country.| the screen in 


constantly, again does his telephone | 


routine, which renewed the palm- 
pounding. Rochelle Hudson, in a 
shimmering white, skin-tight gown, 
won the mob with her singing of 
‘Too Marvelous for Words.’ 
Gary, who replaced Lois Andrews 


Jean | 


(Mrs. Jessel) with the troupe, does | 
a swell eccentric tap tagged ‘Sweet | 


Swing. Jean Parker and Jessel do 
a Scotch dialect burlesk of a scene 


taken from an imaginary talker she} 


is supposed to have made in England. 


‘others that earn applause, chiefly of | ruja Grifell, Amparo Grifell, 
the substitution variety, the person| suelo de Luna, Jose Cibrian, Jose 
the audience thinks is in a chest or| Martinez, Alberto Catala. 
under a robe being someone else. Night Clubs 


With his pointed beard, suave | rn elt te 
chatter in perfect English and a good! . El Patle—Pace-setter of the town) 


and then does a hula dance in a 
shredded dress, etc A comedy 
session involving Jessel and his en- | 
tourage follows. 


Management reports that take for, (if corny) sense of humor, Dante} in pretentious floor shows and ele-| 
the first two shows was approxi-' makes an imposing master of magic.) sance of management and clientele. | 
mately $2,600, establishing a new) Miss Miller is also quite an asset,Currently Regina and _  Shanley,| 
house record. Jessel’s contract calls; from the esthetic standpoint. Sets; Jenaro Salinas, Manuelita Arreola, | 


for a 50-50 split from the first dollar. 


‘Sal and props are numerous and satis-| Mixteco Trio, Pepe Landeros Or- 
ahu. 


| Sactory, although lacking the lavish chestra. 
glossiness of some other stage) qocoanut Grove—Roofery of the 


rE peer £ 
SIM SALA BIM fpreraeenEe Herb. | renamed Waldorf (nee Diana) Hotel. | 


(MOROSCO, N. ¥.) |Ramon and Florene, Columbian Trio, | 


‘U. S. FILES $14,443 TA | teny's ‘a Room—This is the 
LIEN ON COTTON CLUB wiasis conzater, Adoip Giron orches:| 


Magic show by Dante, with Moi 
Yo Miller and Her Mystery Girls; at 
the Morosco, N. Y., starting Sept. 9, 
1940; $2.75 top. 


| 


—_— | 


| 


tra current. | 
; : : | Rossignol—All-native floor show. | 
Dante, with his current magic The U.S. Government has filed a Film Houses 
show at the Morosco, New York tax lien in N. Y. federal court against! Alameda ($2)—‘Su Primer Beso’ 
legit house, is making his first ap-| the Cotton Club Management Corp.) (‘Her First Kiss’) (French). 


‘ej i s in 14 ‘ 
ee teen > aenaeee ‘with | for $14,443. | Balmort ($1.50) —-‘Jamaica_ Inn’) 


ears. Former! , 

eral Shaauan. Dante uses many| Of this amount $12,864 is the (UA). | 
of the illusions and transfigurations | @mount owed, the balance being for| Encanto ($1.25)—‘Scarface’ (UA). 
of that master and has toured them) interest and penalties on the Cotton! Iris ($2) — ‘40 Little Mothers’ 


throughout the world. Born Harry} Club, colored Broadway nitery which | (M-G). 

A. Jansen in Copenhagen, Denmark, | folded some time ago and which was| Olympia 

the magi uses a phrase in Danish, | operated by the defendant corpora-! Bali’ (Par). 

a oe =. SS ie ol — tion. Palacio ($2)—‘Four Sons’ (20th). 
CMiD1 ° mear 5 kK } 

poe ye te coe | Regis ($1.50)—‘Werther’ (French). 


($2) —‘Honeymoon in 


and, despite its Scandinavian origin, 
is used with Oriental flavor by the 
magi much in the manner his more 
amateur brethren might use ‘Hocus 


amateur brethren might use ‘Hocws | LO YKARSAGO®| Fay Carrell Deal For 


equally well. (From VARIETY) 


Dante’s opening Monday (9) night | Mex Girl Show Chills. 


a > a eS ge By For the first time in the history of | 
and professionals alike | German films, a film was booed off | 
Berlin without even | 
And the shop talk flying about made| being finished. It was Douglas Mac- 
the Morosco seem virtually a con-| Lean’s ‘Never Say Die,” being con- 
vention-ground. The usual first-| sidered particularly weak. 
night jitters was apparent during the; 
performance, and some of the stunts | 
suffered thereby. Audience reaction, | 
however, was generally favorable. | Berlin was to include representatives | 
Dante’s two-hour session of leger-| from 10 countries to discuss actors’ 
demain includes the whole gamut of rights. 
sleight-of-hand, mechanical illusions | Pas 
and transformations. Many of them | 
are standard stunts which scores of| . 
corner-nitery deceivers run off with | tiated for to do the score for Flor- 














Mexico City, Sept. 10. 
Negotiations for Earl Carroll to, 
|produce a girl show for Alameda, | 
| Mexico, with subsequent production | 
as a film, has apparently chilled. 
| Producer wants $5,000 in Amer-) 
An international congress set for | ican money weekly, with a six-week 

guarantee. 








Palumbo Buys Interest 
In Philadelphia Cafe 


George Gershwin was being nego- 


Con- | 


| mittens and electric 


(REYES DUO REJOIN 


Marcus | 


CUGAT IN DETROIT 


Pittsburgh, Sept 19. 
Raul and Eva Reyes, Cuban rhum. 
ba-conga dancers, who 





h ave Deen 


| with Mavier Cugat for several seq. 


sons, will rejoin band first of next 
month at Hotel Statler, Detroit. 
Since appearing with him at Para. 
mount theatre, New York, team hag 
been working night spots on its own. 

They wind up four-week stay at 


| Nixon Cafe here Saturday (14) and 


open fortnight’s engagement follow. 
ing night at Monte Proser’s Beach. 
comber, New York. Reyeses were 
recently screentested by 20th-Fox 
and deal for picture work is in the 
offing. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac. N. Y., Sept. 10. 

It’s getting colder up here. Red 
flannels are being taken out of hock, 
ozoners are getting their earlaps, 
pads for the 
winter siege and Camp Intermission 
is putting on its storm windows. So 
the lull is on. 

The frau of John Louden, who ig 
successfully ozoning at the Rogers, 


| just returned to her Raybrook san- 


atorium duties after a trip to Pater- 
son, N, J., to attend the funeral for 
her mother. 


May Zimberg. who ozoned here 


| during 1928-29-30 as an NVA patient, 
| and for the past three years sum- 


mered here, left for her New York 
home accompanied by her mate, 
Harry Zimberg. 

The John S. Driscoll, who recently 
vacashed here, then left for the 
final Saratoga races, are back to 


| their Scranton niteries. 


George Papulus, one of the frst 


exhibs in Steubenville, O., here for 
a short vacash. 
Out-of-towners who report they 














the ‘Little Italy’ sector that has been 


are doing OK since taking the cure 
3 * . ‘ : Mhiladel: > “wi ‘. 
op wind up with some comedy) creater aplomb and to better effect/ence Mills’ new show, ‘Anna from Sa Philadelphia, Sept. 10. are Bobby Graham, Toronto; Joseph 
z. ; than achieved by Dante at this; Savannah,’ which A. H. Woods and Frank Palumbo, Philly nitery op- | yaughey, Denver; Betty Willis, Mon- 
Jessel interpolates Let There Be catching. A number of others are|Lew Leslie were to produce on erator, has purchased a half interest | treal: Ella Perry, Worcester, Mass. 
Love’ with gobs of chatter and this| jn the tradition of the great decep-! Bpoadway in the 20th Century Club here. Henry “Hank” Hearn, Charlotte, 
paves the way for Betty Jane Cooper | tors of the past and are highly| ci | Palumbo, the owner of a nitery inj y (- Mannie Lowy. Los 
(Mrs. Jimmy Wallington S who mystifying and entertaining. | 7 - | . vgs , anni patedds Los Angeles, 
- - e ! 
| 


As a full evening’s entertainment, 
the magi has cut himself a huge 
The New York City Home slice but he does well almost all the 

way. For ordinary variety purposes, 


For All Show-Folk ty fin 


HOTEL CLARIDGE One of the toppers is ‘transferrng 
a 


girl by radio’ from one copper- 
screened box to another. 

BROADWAY AND 44TH ST. 

ja the Heart of Times Square 


perhaps a few seconds, can be seen 
Phone: BR-yant 9-0346 





in both boxes at the same time as 
she fades from one to the other. 
2 event is the placing of a long- 
haired guy in a barber chair to be 
shaved. The ‘patron’ and Dante, as 
the barber, are both masked. Masks 
are removed after the shave to find 





SPECIAL RATES 
TO THE PROFESSION 











$3 Single, $10 Double, Without Bath 
$10.59 Single, $12.50 Double, With Bath 
Shower — Bath — and Radio 
Impossible te Boat These Prices 
Largest Rooms in Greater New York 


shaving him. 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bayant 9-78 09 





LUBIN 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


J. H. 














JOSEPHINE DEL MAR 


SOUTH AMERICAN SPITFIRE 
Now STATE LAKE, Chicago 


Mgt. JACK LAVIN — Park Central Hotel, New York 











Gal, for} 


No. | 


Dante in the chair and his ‘customer’ | 


Producing of 25 or more glasses of 
beer, wRich are passed out to the} 
audience, from an apparently empty 


Press notices were divided on the 


|in the family nearly 60 years, also | 
London 


debut of ‘The Green Hat,’ | operates the Renault Tavern, Atlan- 
starring Tallulah Bankhead. Gilbert | tic City; a club in Wildwood, N. J., 
| Miller was making the presentation | and one in Miami. 
, at the Adelphi in conjunction with} The Carroll brothers, operators of 
| Musical Plays, Inc. ja West Philly nitery, have taken 
over the old Cotton Club in down- 
‘The Vortex,’ Noel Coward play, | town Philly. They expect to reopen 
with the author in the lead role,|the spot, to be known as Carroll's, | 
made its American debut at the Na- | within the next couple of weeks. 
tional theatre, Washington, and indi- Opening show will be headed by 
| cations were that the play wouldn’t | Eddie White. 


achieve the same success in this | —————- — 
} b 
| Cross-Dunn’s N.Y. Date 


country that it did in London. 
Cross and Dunn go back into the 


Versailles, New York nitery, tomor- 

row (Thursday) for one of their fre- 

quent appearances at this spot. Book- 

ing is for three weeks 

| Team played the summer season at 

the Medowbrook, Saratoga. 


| 


Charles Ray’s film outfit, Charles 
Ray Productions, Inc., went bankrupt 
on the Coast. Firm owed approxi- 
mately $200,000. 


| With Lon Chaney, Norman Kerry 
and Mary Philbin featured. ‘The 
Phantom of the Opera’ was THE hor- 
|ror film of horror films. Universal 


Al Boerner, Chicago; Jack Edwards, 
Jackson Heights, N. Y., and 
Ingraham, Camden. 

(Write to those who are ill). 


Alfred 

















Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 























MARY BRANT 


WAITRESS DELUXE 
5th Week 


CATACOMBS 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 

















picture had its premiere at the Astor 





theatre on Broadway. 


What Variety says about— 





Corio Ou tstrips 


Continued from page 3 











leyo,’ just before the curtain, Miss 


Corio decided she would make an M E N D E Ss 
| impreasion in the best Minsky tradi- |! 


tion. She did—in a costume consist- | +. oe * * 
|ing Of a junior-size loin cloth and 








THE ROYAL DECEIVER 




















brown powder. Issue Variery, Aug. 14, 1949 
| Result, in the doffer’s , PRINCE MENDES Mendes is also something of @ 
esult, in the doffer’s own words, Magicive | Bergen and his topper is a bit im 
was ‘nothing short of sensational, Nixon Cafe, Pitisburgh } which he calls upon somebody from 
land business t} ‘ > amine Young sleight-of-hand wiz wn 1@ audience. Instructing the willing 
and busin S$ Was the same. R mind stand up with the best of tha wand- stooge to move his mouth up and 
Vivien Leigh not to play Juliet any- wavers He's glib, casual and nicely- down whenever prodded in the bach 
more.” mannered; has neat hag of tricks Mendes then proceeds with a two 
‘ . — bus . os and knows how » play them. for man act that’s a howl and a socko 
White Car 20" was Cor'ec’s second maximum results. The stand by card | climax to his turn. Gets across s901ne 
|} appearance in Cambridge in three manipulations and chain cigaret embarrassing ones for uninitiated 
| weeks Yire snNovageme a aad stunt are, of course, part of Mendes’ knee-sitter, but he does It so go0d- 
| = »eKs Fir st engageme nt was in repertoire as they are of almost naturedly nobody akes any offense, 
| The Barker,’ when the nearest she everybody in the trade, but he has a particularly the victim 
| got to her 42d street, N. Y.. style was flock of cuties vf his own, too That Magician has a “(fast eavagzing 
| . one of pulling half a dozen ringing line of patter and 1 ka the part in 
}a hula costume Both dates were at alarm Clocks out of his high-silk hat Sin les den ain ¢ a * ‘and ta is 
“ : : ege »Thie » t 
Brattle Hall on the Harvard campus. | is a nifty aod sets him up solidly ’ Cohen 
‘tb : : . with the crowd J 
This summer was the First Lady of 
Strip’s initiation into the barns. a ee 
The femme from Scotland Yard, 
who parked in the Corio dressing | 
room caused her to dress up in a! 
brassiere on Saturday, but Annie} . 
talked her out of it on Friday night | 
‘ C on f bobby may 
after I told her I was insulted. Me, | 
an actress!’ 
Copperess is reported to have re- “juggler” you know 
| quired a stomach pump to get the 
powder out of her innards after the 
en . " : now ehez paree, chicago 
_sojourn in the stripeuse’s dressing 


;cubicle. Annie, it is understood, 
splashed that brown powder on with 
|more than the usual abandon. Lady 
cop also badly barked a shin in mak- | 
,ing a dive to pull down the window | 
|shade when Corio started to un-,| 
dress. | 








direction: sam bramson—william morris agency 
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Variety Bills 


THIS WEEK (Sept. 6) 
NEXT WEEK (Sept. 13) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 








an 


NEW YORK CITY | A! Donahue Orc 
te (12) Pearl Robins 
= WASHINGTON 
Robbins Bros & M | Capitol (13) 
Sara Ann McCabe | 


Little Fred Co 

| Dorn Bros & Mary 
Raye & Naldi 
Emil Boreo 


Loew 














| Harry Rose 
iCiro Rimac Ore 





: Paramount 











13 Pitehmen 
State Lake (13) 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (11) | 





| 





Will Bradley Ore Stooges 

eee oeisse SPRINGFIELD 
Dinah Shore | Waramount (13) 
Milt Charleston Geo White Scandals | 


Park & Clifford 
Betty Atkinson j 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (13) | 
Guy Lombardo Ore | 
Lyda Sue 
Bob Dupont 


TOLEDO (OHIO) 
Paramount 411-14) 
(4 days opening 
Sept. 11) 
| Phil Spitainy Ore 


RKO 


| Del Rios 
| Shea & Raymond 
Dale Winthrop 
DAYTON 
Colonial (13) 
Ben Bernie Orc 














BOSTON 
Boston (12-15) 
Troy & Lynn 
4 Marshalls 
Al Bernie 
Rosita Rovee 


Milt Douglas Co Del Rios 

4 Vernons | Shea & Raymond 
(5) | (6) 

Glenn Miller Ore | Will Osborne Ore 


Masters & Rollins 
Einevald Sis 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (13) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Stanley Fields Avis Andrews 
(6) 6 Cotton Club 
Ben Bernie Ore | 3 Chocolateers 


CLEVELAND 

Palace (13) 
Will Osborne Ore 
Masters & Rollins 
Emerald Sis 





Warner 








WASHINGTON 
(13) 


NEW YORK CITY | 
Strand (13) 


Larry Clinton Ore 
Johnny Coy 


Karle 
Gae Foster Gis 
June Forrest 


Sue Rysn Bob Hall 
PITTSBURGH Dolores Dane 
Stanley (12) Sunny Rice 

Mickey Rooney (6) 

Lazanders Sammy Kaye Orc 

Judy Starr 2 Debs 

Jack Beekman Chris Crosse 


Robinson & Martin | Norchalants 





Independent 








NEW YORK CITY | 3 


Sophisticates 


‘ Jack Leonard 
Music Halil (12) West & Paige 
Hilda Eckler (6) 
Nicholas Daks jane Froman 
J & L Seiler Marty May 


Rockettes | Gene Sheldon 


Corps de Ballet | Jack Leonard 
Erno Rapee Symph | Glee Club 
Roxy (13) NEWARK 
Shirley Ross Adams (13) 
on Francisco . te -C 
ted Aah Chen Sob Chester Ore 
: Bert Wheeler 
(Others to fill) | ; 
| Barry Wood 
BALTIMOKE | Ruth Lowe 
Hippodrome (13) Una Cooper 
Shirley Howard | PATERSON 


Adrian Rollin} 3 
Rae & Davis 
Riggs & Lou 


Majestic (17-19) 


Peters & Maye 
Gus Howard Co 


State (15-18) Stanley Dance 
Ward & King (One to fill) 
Ross & Killeen (13-16) 
Town Club Rev Major Bowes Co 
(12-14) PHILADELPHIA 


Victor & Ruth 


7-19) 
Peters & Maye Carman (47 
6 Gravs Nelsons 
. F & P Trado 
Royal (9%) |; Quintones 
John Kirby Ore | Don Cummings 
Conway & Parks (One to fill) 


Joyner & Foster 


Broadway (14 only) 
Nathane Bros 


Sammy Kaye Ore 
MILWAUK PE 


is : 3 41 16) 
nit gn White Cherie & Tomasita 
CHICAGO j} LaMarr & Lopez 

Oriental (13) | Sharkey 
George Jessel Stanley Dane 
Steffi Duna (One to fill) 
siiase Landi Fay'’s (12) 
Jean Parker ; , | 
Lois Andrews Bob & Betty edhe 
Betty Jana Cesve Murshall & Shields 

yr oper |} Arnaut Bros 
Jack Laughlin U G& B Maison 
Ma aate | Ann Corio 

ry Carlisle . : 

16 Lonergan Gils 

HARTFORD | PITMAN 

State (13) | ere 
{ 

Rive | Johnny DeVant 
Froft a (13) | Ross & Killeen 
rot Quiz ! Coleman Clark Co 
eee 





London 





Week of September 9 


Dominion CAMDEN TOWN 
Leslie Strange Geaument 
Sereno & June + toy Ria 
Gloria Mourne i ion is & Lawn 


| Victoria 
| 
| 


HAMMERSMITH 
Gaumont 


Jolinny Watson Co 


| 





3 Storrs 
Navan O'Reilly 
Young Madrigal 











. . “Ve ISLINGTON 

Fos , 

peal Ei, a Blue Hall 

: a | Sybil Carr Co 

HOLLOWAY | Dump & ‘Tony 
Gaumont Hintoni Bros 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 

Armando’s , Marlyn Stuart 


Frank Mandella Or 


| Pedrito Ore 


Eleanor French 
Barney Gallant's 
Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Carter & Bowie 
Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Russell & Farrar 
Beachcomber 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Chavez Ore 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Cordova 


Bill Bertolotti's 


Don Sylvio Ore 
Angel. Ore 
Fat Williams 
ILynn & Marion 


| Moya Gifford 





Boys ! 


Barbara Lamarr 
Madalyn White 
Monica Moore 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Brown Derbys 
Edith Roark 
M Stapp 
Betty McDonald 
Jonn Steel 
Margie Kelly 
Cate Loyale 


' Roy George Orc 
Cafe Pierre 
| Bob Knight Ore 
Mili Monti 
Cafe Society 
Teddy Wilson Orc 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 


| Albert 
l’eie 
| Chateau Moderne 
|} Maurice Shaw 


Ammons 
Jonnson 


Ore 
Harris 
Club 18 

G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Orc 
Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hvyers 
Lilyan Dell 


Irving 


| Club Gaucho 


| Blanche R 


Don Miguel Orc 
La Gitanilla 
ABC 3 


Lyda Luis 
Cuban 
Consuelo 
los Ojedas 
Dolores Laurell 
Don Casanova 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Si 
Don McGrane 
ng 


Casino 


Moreno 


sla Ore 
Ure 


Gilda Gray 
Eddie Leonard 
| Julian Eltinge 
| Harland Dixon 
Prof Lamberti 
| Wini Shaw 
Horton Spurr 
| Dave Mallen 
| Herman Hyde 
| Sally Burret} 

El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Joyita & Maravilia 
| Jose & Paquita 
Juan Saro 
| Norma Lucero 
| Glen Island Casino 
| (New Rochelle, NY) 
| Robby 
| Dorothy Claire 
Jimmie Palmer 
Pancho & Dolores 


Iivrne Ore 


Havana-Madrid 
O De La Rosa 
Juanito Sanab: 
Sergio Orta 
| Estela & P: 
| Maruja Serr. 
Arturo 


| 
(ore 
a Or 
| 
po 
no 
Cortez 
Alberto Torres 
Lolita Mova 
| Luis Rijos 
Hickory 
Mar 
| Hotel Astor 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Sande Williams Or« 
'3 Wiles 
{Sigrid Dagnie 
| Aarons & Grimes 
|} Hotel Belmont- 
Plara 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
| Zito Ore 
| Sonny Tufts 
{ Dacita 
Betty Carey 
Hotel Belvedere 


ton Perry Orc 


} Hotel Biltmore 


| 
| Ray Heatherton 
| Gloria Hope 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Edison 


Gray Gordon Ore 


House 
Toe wala tire 





Hotel Fassex House | 


‘Al Kaveiin Ore 


Or 





Emile Peiti 


Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 

Bill Lester Orc 

Nick King 

Paul anthony 

Pat Marrow 

Irene Anderson 

Bea Isaacson 
Hotel Lexington 

Ray Mchinnev Ore 

Frionolulu Maius 
Hotel Lincoin 

Will Hudson 

Peggy McCall 
Hotel McAlpin 

J Messner Ore 

Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 


Woody Herman Or 
Dilla Gene 
Edwina Blades 
Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Roberts & Fnarley 
Ross MacLean 
Margaret Richmond 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke 
Jack Waldron 
Barry, Prince & C 
Pastins & Fanchon 

2 Nightingales 
(Cocktail Lounge) 
Marguerite Benton 
Helen Standish 
‘Seat’ Powel! 
Charlie Bourne 
Esterbrk & Farmer 
Hotel 


{uss 


Ore 


Ore 


Pennsylvania 
Morean Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Ore 
Hildegarde 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Zinn Ar 

Muriel 1] 

Tommy 


thur Ore 
nme 
Taylor 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marcella Hendricks 
Emile Borev 
Gonzalo & Christine 
Hotel St. 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Waltdos'no Rhumba 
Morley & Gearheart 


Kegis 


Rita Lupine 
Virginia Dolf 
Barbara Wocds 
Ifenri Noel 


Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters Or 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Reof) 


Eddy Duchin Ore 


| Tune Robbins 
Loew Sherwood 
Tonv Leonara 
Tohnuny Drake 
Gower & Jeanre 
Hurricane 

Eddie Bush Ore 
l‘austo Curbello Or 
Poma Vineert 
Mvuore & me vel 
Jerry Kruger 

Lei Latbni 
Richards & Carson 


Jimmy Kelly's 


Winnie Duncan 
Carter & Schaub 
| Ingra Borg 

Betty Carter 
Tangia 
| Ilelen Holmes 

Joe Capello Ore 

Ia Conga 

Noro Norvies Ore 


|} Rosita Rios 


|} Nena 


| 
| Manon & 


Montez 
Mignen 
Sylvio & Melba 

La Marquige 
William Palermo O 
Muriel Welch 
Chris Curtis 
Frances Connolly 


Jeanne Jordan 


la Martingue 
Val Olman Ore 
Harris & 
Carlo Rat 
(‘urbello 


Shore 
ieZ 
Fausto Ore 
} Larue 
Eddje Davis Ore 

‘ 

Joseph Smith Orc 
le Coq Rouge 
| Nicki na 
James Reynolds 
Carroll Boyd 

Tisdale 3 
Carino 


| Leon & Faddie's 


Raymo Ore 


| T.ou Martin Ore 
| Eddie Davis 

| Archie HKobbins 
Sian Ross 
Yvette Dare 


|} Dolores del Cai 
Anthony, Allen & H 
|} Denise Anderson 
Cesar & frosita 
Old KRoumanian 
Frankie Rooth 
Jackie Stewart 


lean Lee 
| Joe La Porte’s Ore 
Pago Pago Club 


j; Armando Ore 


| Sigri@ Lassen 


Hilda Moreno 
Tani 


Place Elegante 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farre!l 


| Joe Ravazo 


|; Vincent 


de Cosia 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Juanita Miller 
Estelle Jayne 
Jean Walters 


Rainbow Gril 


| Barry Winton Ore 


Julian & Mariori 


| Dr Sydney Ross 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


Rainbow Koom 
Ben Cutler Ore 
Elvira Rios 
Monna Montes 
Jose Fernandez 
Whitson Bros 
Virginia Hays 

Riviera 

(Ft. Lee, NJ.) 


Leo Reisman Orc 
Pancho Ore 
Harry Richman 
Joe E Lewis 
Sophie Tucker 
Chandra-Kaly 
Chester Hale Gls 





Rassian Kretchma 
Or. 


Nicolas Matthey 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuzneizoff 
Senia Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 


Sawdust Trail 


Vera Milton 
Ella Shields 
Margie Coates 
Syd Franks 


Spivy's Roof 


| Frances Comstock 





Frank Shumanua 
Julie Gillespie 
Spivy 

Toreh Club 
3arry Bros Orc 
Chick Darrow 
Hazel McNulty 
Ann Bernie 
Kay McKay 

Versailles 
M Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Cross & Dunn 


Village Barn 


Arthur Warren Ore 


Fitzgibbons 
Jean Mona 
Virginia Austin 
tadio Rubes 


LOS ANGELES 


Bar of Music 


Maxine Lewis 

Bill Jordon 

George Kent 

John Hale 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 


3 St John Bros 

Patricia Kay 

The Albins 

Gord'n’s Racketeers 

Velaseos 

Herb Shnriner 

Jotunny FPichards O 
Club Ball 


Bruz Fletcher 


| Nellie Luteher 


Cocoanut Grove 


| Happy Felton 





| Clyde Lucas Ore 


Earl Carroll 
Francis & Gray 
Slate Bros 


| Fay Carroll 


Bob Bromley 
Frakson 

Rob Williame 

Red Dvust 

Bill Brady 

Lolita & Ardo 
Jean Tighe 
Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Marie Frey 

NTG & H’wood Rev 
Clymas Troupe 


Daryl Harpa Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
| Peter ‘Lind’ Hayes 
Joe Andrews 
Grace Hayes 
Sibyl Bowan 
Arthur Bernard Ore 
It Cafe 
Al Graham Ore 
La Conga 
Felipe de Flores 


| 





Teo Franks 
Paul 


Neighbors Or 


Phillip Lopez Ore 


Paris Inna 


Vivian Lee 
Kenny Henryson 
Dominic 

Hinton Sis 


Mare’rite & M'rtinez 


Henry Monet 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry 


Pirates Den 


Pegleg Happeney 
Max Fidler Orc 
Seven Seas 
Lillian Gibson 
Bob Mathews 
Miss Avalon 
Puanani 
Johnie 
Slapsy Maxie's 
Lewis & Moore 
Margie Gerretson 
Oshins & Lessy 


Ore 


Maxie Rosenbloom 


Cullen Richards 
Biily Burt 


Bright Ore 


J Riley Scott Ore 
Somerset House 


Ginger Manners 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Swanne Ina 
Gladys Bentley 
Eddie Beal 
Dudley Dickerson 
Topsy's 
Topsy’s Girlesque 
Russ Brown 
Marvin Dale 
Wilshire Bowl 
Fred Nagel Ore 
Yvenne & Warre 
Victor Huge 
Matty Malneck 


Ore 


CHICAGO 


| Cyclone Morgan 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
Jerry Shelton Ore 

Virginia Hays 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 

Phil 


Levant Ore 


| Gale Robbins 


Ashburns 


Hadley Gls 

| Betty Grey 
Blackhawk 

Dick Shelton Ore 


| Russell 
| Readinger 


| Rose 


4 Inkspots 
Don & Beverly 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Gloria Faye 
Gev Dveron Orc 
Bon Air 


I.yman Ore 
Froman Ore 
Swann 
Twins 
Lathrop Bros & I 
Dan Sterlings Ore 
Gis 


Abe 


jane 


.e€e 


Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Charlotte Vorris 
Cecile Pittman 
Jeanie Hartley 
Bob Billings 
Breadmont 
Whitman 
Lou 
Stringer 


Flo 
Nyra 
Sharone 


| Whitman Gls 


Herb R idolphs Ore 
Chez Paree 


Emil Coleman Ore 
Kitty Carlis'te 


|} Danny Kave 


Cole Dancers 
Bobby May 
Gloria Day 
Evans Gls 

Clab Alabam 
Adelaide LaMarr 
Marion Moore 
Harriet Norris 


\lien Coe 


| Bernie Adier 


; Jack 


| 


jackie Ailen 
Inez Gambol 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave t nell Ore 
Dorothy Dele 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Minuet 


Colleen 
Diane Clifton 
Verva Beil 


Fillmore Sherman 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 


Colony Club 
qore 


are 


Sacasas 
Monchita 
Colosimos 
Violet Carson 
Bobby Pinkus 
Yvette Rugel 
Mary Grant 
Prince 
F Quartell Ore 
Pronaph Gis 
Clob Dellsa 
Billy Mitehell 


| 


Billie Eckstein 
De Alexander 
Chippie Hill 


16 Jitterbugs 


| 





| Wryrn 


| Mary 


| Heicelherg 


Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gls 
Red Saunders 
Congress Hotel 


Ore 


Ore 


(Glass Hat Km) 


Johnny Banga 
(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 


Edgewater Beach 


Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


Herb Foote 


Ore 


| Ted Weems Orc 
Perry Como 
Eimo Tarner 
Harris, Claire & $8 
Marvel Maxwell] 
Dor Dorben Gls 


Franke's Casino 


Wally Rand 

Rae LeRoy 
Harriet Ehrlick 
Lord & Janis 
Billie Webb 
Karen Stephanie 


Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Graemere Hotel 


(Glass House Rm) 


Hal Munroe Ore 
Faire 
Richardson 


Ivanhoe 


Nord 


Florence Schube: 
4l Trace Ore 
Hol'y Swansen 
Helen Sumner 
Al Veirra Ore 
L’Aiglon 
Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Mildred Jobnser 
Arsene Siege! 
Isobe de Mario 


Hotel La Salle 


(Blue Front Room) 
| Save 


Ann Sacile 


Crusaders Ore 


Liberty lun 
San.my Waas 
Karen Stephuny 
Ginger Wagner 
Sue Clavton 
Earl Wiley 

Morrison Hotel 

(Boston Oyster 

Hovse) 

Manfred Gotthelf 

Cid Heidelberg 
MeCormic 
Helen Weasth k 
Hei Je lhe r4 


Ore 


Ens 
Jolkry ivanzl Ore 
Franzel Ors 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Galy Stane 
tay Noble 
Pocgie & Yror 
Rita Poper 


Ore 


Dorothy Date 
4 Texas Rainbler 
Abbott Dancers 


Phil Dooley Ure 


t 


‘ 


Cictette 


© 


| Sherman Hotel 

i (Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

| (Panther Koom) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
Dunham Singers 
Carl Marx 

| Silver Cloud 
Olga Anton 
Suoany Mars 

| Mamita Ryan 
Ruth Nixon 

| Babette Gls 

| Ray Steiber Ore 

| Elinor Daniels 


| Hazel Zalus 
| 606 Club 
Pilly Carr 


Margret Faber Gls 
tose LaRose 

| Maxine de Shon 

|thelma Marland 

| Georges & Joann 
Eddie Collis 

| Grayee Kyran 

| Jean Mode 


| Anita Lane 





Catherine Harris 
Jo Ann Carroll 
Wilma Novak 
Lilli Dawn 
Barbara Doane 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Suzie Q 


Hal Barbour 
Yvonne Nova 
Kay La Salle 
Joy Kalese 
Rocky Elisworth 
Verne Wilson Orc 


Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Jean Gilbert 
Lydia Harris 
Ginger Wood 
Gladys 
Elliot & Fontaine 
Villa Moderne 


Martels 

Three Moods 
Lester Ohman 
Tony Cabot Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Cedarwood Cabin 
| (Malaga, N. J.) 
| Nikki Nikolai 

| Walt Temple Ore 
| Club Bali 


| Loretta Lane 

| La Comparsa 

Jackie Gleason 

Alien Fielding’s Ore 

| George Church 

Piedro’s Ore 

Michael & Chico 

Deloyd Mackaye 

| Crescent Log Cabin 

| (Gloucester Hghts, 
ate 

Joe Kraft Ore 

| Julian & C Hall 

| Tom Turner 

Marilyn Dale 
Cusano's 

Lloyd Mann 

| Buddy Lewis 

Renee Ray 

Raiph Sunner Oro 


| Di Pinto's 


M Montgomery Ore 
| Phyllis Love 
| Margie Mealy 
| Dave Steiner 
Elien Lundie 
| Peggy Martin 


Embassy 


Nino Nanni 
Maria Villa 

| Johnny Parris 

| Merdoza Trio 

Thelma Flowers 


Evergreen Casino 


Diana Reed 
Adam & Jayne 
Beth Challis 
Vivian Vance 
Dolly Reckless 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Locust 


Bubbles Shelby 

| Betty Stone 

Judy Lee 

Kay Laney 

Kings of Swing Ore 
Gay 90's 

Chie Williams Ore 

Charles Harmon 

Earl Rowe 


Henri's 


Andre & Frances 
Rav O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Verne’s Ore 
| (H Walton Roof) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Elaine Barrett 
Dora Maugham 
| Paul Sydell 
| Cheena di Simone 
| Patricia Kingsley 
| Bob Russell 
| Grace & Nikko 
Oxford Boys 
Glamour Gls 
Helene Heath 
Patricia hing 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Augusto Sanabia Or 
Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Dave Newinan 
Max Spector 
| Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Frances Dunn 
Burns & Dunn 
Al Dee 
Billy Lee 
Mary Barry 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Irving Braslow Orc 
Sandy McFherezon 
Latimer Club 
Hopkins 
Michael Travis Orc 
Eleanor Oboid 
Vinda Sneehan 
| Evelyn Lauchain 
| Joanne Sherer 
Lexington Casino 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Cashie Costello 
6 Boulevard Belles 
Norman Bolster 
Mike Jafree 
Jeanie Lanier 
lota & Marionettes 
Barbara Richards 
liarry Rose 
John, Rube & Eddy 
Lexington Trio 
Lido 
jobn Joseph Ore 
Frank Hall 
Winston & 
Ikea Rogers 
MceKav 


Drummond 





Chas 


(14) 


Trio 


Venice 


Teane 


llarry 
Mar 
lovettes 

ry Eller 
Joseph Ore 


Little Rath+keller 
Elaine Jordan 
Winton & Diane 
Jackie Miles 
Johnny & George 
Victor Hugo Orc 
Barbara Belmore 


orie 


‘ 
i 


4 
loe 





Minstrel Tavern 
Lorraine Chevale 


Ed McGoldrich, Sr 
Wagner & Lola 
Margie Marsh 
Cissie Loftus 
Marriott's R'm Or 


Manva Ion 


Jack Hitchinson 
Holland & Barry 
Grant Family 
Jack White Co 
King & De Marco 
Jean Niles 
Nancy Newell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 
Montgomery's 
Bobby Mclilvane 
Casper & Rash 
Fran Caswell 
Johnny Welsh 
Penn Fay Ore 


Oid Covered Wagon 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Ralph Eastman 
Mildred Rogers 
Peacock Gardens 
Earl Denny Ore 


Red Lion Inn 


Ed Chambers Orc 
Joe Foulkner 

Dot Wilson 
Frank Dumont 
Tony Gallagher 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Bobby Lee Ore 
Harry Holly 

Beity Lamar 
Murphy Sis 

Frank Ponti 

Patti La Verne 
Bobby White 

Mr X 

Frank Lee 

School House Inn 
Jean O'Neill 

Andy Russell 
Buck Calhoun 
Lorraine Chevalier 
3 Thunderbolts 
Frankie Richardson 
Music Hall Gls (3) 
Jimmie Venuti Ore 


Silver Lake Inn 

Alice Lucey 

Helena O'Dovle 

| 2 Rose Buds 
Franke Arena 
George Reed 

Arvo & Zola 
Mickey Familant O 





| Carrie 


Streets of Paris 
Mildred 
4 Charms 
Virginia Worth 


3enson 


| Bee Mahoffy 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Baby Hines 
Jack Surrell 
Island Rambiers 
Show boat 
Edith Brown 
Kuh & Laurence 
Mary Snydéer 
Dot Landy 
Kalo Bros 
Ed Jordan 
Spatola’s 
Susan Lang 
Hal Hoffer 
Stork Club 
Grace O'Hara 
4 Modernettes 
Bert Gilbert 
3 Peppers 
Ed & Morton Beck 
2 Lowse Nuts 
Frances Carroll 
Henry Patrick Ore 
Wagon Wheel Cafe 
Joe O'Shea 
Lee 
Rochelle 
Al Wilson 
Lorraine Wiley 


Ore 


| Rov Fitzgerald 


W W Swingsters 
Venice Grille 

Tanya Garth 

3 Joanettes 

Flash Lane 

Bert Lemisch Ore 

Weber's Hof Brau 

Camden 

Flacco Ore 
Bligh 

Mazzone & Abbott 

Tia 


Howard Cole 


Tules 
‘ urrar®r 


Jack Smith 

| Signor Kerimnine 
teale & Pegg, 
Julia Cummings 
Syd Golden 

Pat Sullivan 

Elmer Selty 

| Raths'’r Fldoradians 


Yacht Club 
Eadle 
Jimmy 
Mary 
Lolita 
Pat Kennedy 
Margie Bowman 
Ed Matthews 


Lang 
Evans 
Navis 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Fio Perker 
tiugh Morton Ore 

Arlington Lodge 

Dale Somers Orc 
Betty Smiley 

Bill Green's 
Walt Kane 
Don Burke 
E Hoaciand Ore 
Koogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 


| 


‘ 


Bebe Sherman 


Mac Sinon 

Bishop Bios 

Ralph Wolfram 
Club Petite 

Freddy Castle Ore 

Mary Krieg 

Sid Green 


Cork and Bottle 
Jerry Bent 
El Chice 
Lola Cordoba Orc 


Zimmerman | 


| Wanda Shiner 


George Negrete Nixon Cafe 
Juenita Juarez Marise 
Galvan Dane S3 Mastne Gee 


M Ovando Ore 
Bob Carter 


Hotel Fort Pitt 


Ken Pailey 3 Winter Sis 

lohony Mitchell Raul & Eva Reyes 
Don Kattist , 

icon Nut House 


Hotel Henry Jim Buchanon 


, : Harry Noso} 
(Stiver Grill) Milly” — 
Neison Maples Ore Ray Neville 
Chuzzy Ross Ted Blake 
‘Gay 90's) Joe Klein 
Dorothy Nesbitt pg peeves 
. oney 30y 
Hotel Ella Buzzin Bees Ore 
Eddie Noah Ore . 
Audrey Kennedy F Orchard 
- « Ge 
Hotel jth Avenue ee At gpa Ove 
Bese Saunders Chuck Milier 
Ida lola > 
Everett Haydn Riviera 
Betty Donahoe Howdy Baum Ore 
Tommy MeFarland | Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 


Jessica Wheatley 
Evergreen Gardens 
Earl Tate Ore 
Jimmy Baldwin 
Nenie Walters 
Teddy Birch 


3 Baumshelis 


Yacht Club 


H Middieman Ore 
M & B Whalen 
Tremayne Sis 


Katherine O'’Kata Shirley Heller 
Laura Fisher Eddie Metcalfe 
Frank McCarthy Kurtis Puppets 
Hotel Roosevelt Sky-Voe 
Kaaihues Bobby Haddon Ore 
Hotel Wm. Penn Helen Young 


(Continental Bar " 
) Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Joe Shafer Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Alfredo & Rosita 
Frank Andrini 


Webster Hall 


Hiarry Bigley 
Ray Catizone 
Sieve Mathews 
Mike Shamrella 
Merry-Go-Round 
Will Asche 
Al Fremont Ore 
New Penn 
Joe Villella Ore 





J & B King : 

| Vivian Toschel George Weber Ore 
Bobby O'Neil Willows 
Tony Romano Billy Yates Ore 


| Otto 


| Mildred Smith 


| Art 
| Roberto Costello 


| Eddie, 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Thurn Ore 
Arturo & Evelyn 
6 Lucky Gls 
Carl Mueller 


D'Ivons 
Grace Morgan 
Hotel Statler 
Oscar Day Ore 
Jack & Eidldie's 
Broadway Billie 
Robertino, Roberts 
Bebe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Lindsay's Bar 
Roy Raysor 
Pearl DeLucca 


College Inn 
Baron Ore 
Sid & Val 
Freddie's Cafe 
Lackey Ore 


Hy 


3 Riffs Judy Preston 
Eddie Barnes Monaco’s Cafe 
Manhattanettes Versatilians 
Hotel Allerton Bob Opitz 
Jonnie, S Steel Mounds Clab 


Sid Prussin Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Sheila Barrett 
Ohio Villa 
M Spitalny Ore 
Norman & McKay 
Lee Bartell 
V Manck Line 


Hotel Carter 
Rollickers 
Jack Kurtze 
Hotel Cleveland 
Leighion Noble Ore 
Chick Floyd 


Hotel Sterling 


Marty Lake Ore Southern Tavera 
Marion Bowen Ted King Orc 
Art Cutlip Don Kaye 


Hotel Hollenden 
George Duffy Ore 
Harry Stockwell 


Thirty-Seven Club 
Carole Chapelle 
5 Red Heads 


DETROIT 





Book-Cadillae Hotel Mayfair 
(Book Casino) Matt Page 
AA “ie Clark Ore Gladys Hunter 
(Motor Bar) Dexter & Desmond 
Vie Abbs Ore Terry Bardo 
Bowery Joe Banquett 
Lou Holtz Phil Olsen Ore 


Barbara BRannister 
Hial & M Raymond 
Orlando 

Jay Jason 
Countess Allabazi 


Northwood Ina 
Rita & Rubin 
Ruth Pryor 
Eddie Capps 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


Boweryettes (12 
Johnny King ’ Palm Beach 
Chas Carlisle Bobby Jones 
Benny Resh Oro Carlos Vesta 
BI 1 t Jackie Del Rie 
Bert Ne Ae een Randall & Carr 
; pet Don Pablo Ore 
Kay LaSalle 
Temple & Marie Huck’s Redford Ina 
Skippy Little Mac McGraw Ore 
Glamour Gls (6) Club Royale 
Lee Walters Orc Sunnie O'Dea 
Corktown Tavern Walton & O' Re urke 
Hal Heeney Harry Stevens 
Elien Kave Geo Bernhard Dane 
Hal & Dolly Preston Lambert 
Frank Reynolds Danny Demetry Ore 
,6 Vesters Sana Diego 
Eddie Bratton Ore Madelyn Baker 
H i" Paul & Queta 
2 Old T —ewtl 6 Adorables 
Sun Valley Karl Beaudrie 
: George Presnell 
apie nage Al Alexander Ore 


london Chop House Whittier Hotel 





June Churchill (Gold Cup Room) 
Ruby Ore Londonaires 

Mar-Jo Wonder Bar 
Ruth Petty Pedro Deleon (4) 
Ray Carlin Ore Linda Garcia 





WB, AFM 


Le COntinued from page 37 


old-termer expired bands were em- 
ployed at the Earle, Stanley, Fox and 
six nabes, 

The union had demanded that the 
circuit rehire musicians at all houses 
in which they had been previously 
employed. Warners countered with 
the offer that bands be employed 
only in houses following vaude poli- 
cies, namely, the Earle and Stanley, 
Camden 

Warners was able to stand pat in 
its stand, despite picketing by the 
Musicians Union, while playing 
straight pix at the Earle because of 
good biz during the long run of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ at the house and 
other strong films. Currently the 
house is featuring ‘Boom Town,’ also 
garnering smash grosses. 

Under the new contract 28 men 
will be hired for the Earle’s pit, 
while a crew of 12 will work at the 
Stanley on Sundays. Wage scales 
nave not yet been worked out. 

For months during the dispute 
mediators of the State and Federal 
labor departments have been trying 
to get both sides together. All thea- 
tres affected in the squabble were 
picketed, 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘Charms’ produced by Florence 
Rogge, settings by Bruno Maine and 
Marco Montedoro; featuring Hilda 
Eckler, Nicholas Daks, Raya Keen, 
Joseph lIastka, Jay and Lou Seiler, 
Joan McCracken, Dania Krupska, 
Robert Regent, Ballet (Florence 
Rogge, director), Glee Club (Irving 
Landau, director), Rockettes (Gene 
Snyder, director); ‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO), reviewed in Variety, Aug. 
24. 


‘Charms,’ three-part presentation, 
an imaginative and colorful revuette, 
is keynoted by a mammoth replica of 
charms adorning milady’s arms. The 
spotlight focuses on the three differ- | 
ent ornaments as each sets off a dif- 
ent specialty. One charm is “The 
Green Goddess’; next an Alpine mo- 
tif: and finally the ‘Old Weather 
Vane,’ for a flirtation conceit, where- 
in an audible moon relates the boy- 
girl sequence. 

Most impressive is the opening, 
with Hilda Eckler as the ‘Green 
Goddess’ come to life; Nicholas Daks 
dancing the crippled beggar, who 
suddenly is given back his vigor: 
Raya Keen as his daughter; and the 
ballet and male chorus for back- 
ground. It's all very Tibet, and some 
of the terpsichorean eccentricities of 
that motif do not make the most 
aesthetic stage pictures. However, its 
all quite in character; in keeping 
with the background. Maurice 
Baron has composed a very effective 
special setting; Albert Stillman did 
tha special lyrics. Finale, for the 
ballet. is the ‘Hora Staccato’ by 
Denicu-Heifetz, a wild czardas piece, 
given a somewhat swingeroo treat- 
ment by the Rockettes, and very col- 
orfully scored by Adolf Schmid. 

Fiorence Rogge’s. staging of 
‘Charms’ J 
Strauss’ ‘Fledermaus,’ a Music Hall 
favorite, and rightly so, with Erno 
Rapee, Frank Nowicki and Jules 
Silver as associate conductors. _ 

The ‘Skit on Skis’ second portion, 
by Jay and Lou Seiler, is a sock, as 
is usual with most sight acts at the 
mammoth Hall, especially if of | 
comedy genre. Using eliptical ski- 
type runners as the fulcrum of their 
panto antics, they evolve plenty of 
laugh values from the acro-rhythmic 
routines in unison. 

‘Old Weather Vane’ finale has Joan 
McCracken and Dania Krupska as 
the boy and girl; Robert Regent as 
the talking moon; and the ballet and 
Rockettes respectively personating 
‘Rain’ and ‘Fair.’ 

Colman-Rogers film. ‘Lucky Part- 
ners’ (RKO), drew well opening day, 
particularly heavy in the oor, , 

Abel. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Sept. 8. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (14), Cass 
Daley, Trixie, Tip, Tap and Toe, Bob 
Eberle, Helen O’Connell and Buddy 
Schutz; ‘Great McGinty’ (Par). 


The maestros are giving things 
away. Week before last Orrin 
Tucker and Bonnie Baker started it 
with autographed photos; this week, 
Jimmy Dorsey is handing out 
‘souvenir pins’; week after next, with 
Sammy Kaye, it’s going to be batons. 
Maybe there’s something prophetic 
about it. Like bingo. 

The Dorsey outfit is practically 
resting here for a week in between 
a couple of months of barnstorming. 
This jive crew continues to dispense 
its recognized.stock in trade. Double 
strong on the brass, it makes no ges- 
ture to the musical highbrows and 
caters with audible success to the 
bounce addicts. For the record, 
there was almost as much noise in 
front of the footlights as behind 
when caught. 

The ensemble numbers 14, with 
four sax (besides Dorsey), three 
trombs, three trumpets, drums, gui- 
tar, bass and piano. Proceedings are 
clocked for speed and the whole 
runoff is distinctly in the milieu of 
the dance barns. 

The band’s pace is well set with 
‘Harvest Moon’ and ‘John Silver’ as 
openers, Dorsey swinging effectively 
on the sax and clarinet. Buddy 
Schutz follows for a short show spot 
at the drums, backed up by 
highly pyrotechnic band _shindigs. 
Tip. Tap and Toe deliver their 
almost unbelievable, precise tapping 
on a drumhead platform, and their 
Slips. fanevy toeing and _ ankling 
earned them rousing returns. 

Helen O'Connell and Bob 
have the vocal assignments. 
are subordinated to the band, this 
being the first organization heard 
here to deliberately play down the 
vocals in favor of brass interludes 
by the crew. Both of them during 
their numbers relinquish the mike 
for iong stretches in favor of the 
band. Miss O'Connell relies more 
on stylism than tone. She drew loud 
response with ‘Stepping Out with a 
Memory,’ followed by ‘Juke Box 
Jive.” ‘All of Me,’ with the maes- 
tre’s sax obligato broadly _inter- 
spersed; and finally, aided by heavy 
payee participation, tied up the pro- 
ceedings with ‘Boog-lIt.’ Dorsey 
brought her back for ‘Madame La 
Zonga,’ by far her best offering. 
Eberle’s personable baritoning of 
‘Where Was I?’, ‘Never Smile Again,’ 

‘Breeze and I’ was marred by too 
slow rendition and overblasting the 


some 


Eberle 
Both 


; 


is preluded by Johann} 


‘mike. His encore Bonnie Baker imi- 


tation seems corny. 


Schutz’s pushover ‘Man and His 
Drum’ proves him the shoutingest 
skin-beater heard here. If they 


could salvage the boy’s lingo, which 
is lost in the hullabaloo, it would 
probably be as good as his beating. 
‘On the Trail,’ mostly by the horns 
and featuring Nat Lubowsky’s tromb, 
is colorful. Trixie is a cute femme 
juggler and_ oball-bouncer whose 
offering is summed up in her billing, 
Cass Daley is spotted next to clos- 
ing. Last seen here a year ago with 
Sammy Kaye, eccentric comedienne’s 
contortions are much more in the 
groove for this outfit. If anything, 
Miss Daly’s rough and tumble rou- 
tine is louder and rougher than ever. 
However, her style was meat for the 
early-bird jitterbugs and she was 
received with such smacking salvos 
that she was finally forced to beg off. 
Attendance at second show open- 
ing day (6) was somewhat slim. 
Burton. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Sept. 7. 
Andrews Sisters (3), Joe Venuti 
Orch with Bunny Berigan, Don 
Tracy and Kay Star; Al Norman, 
Harry King and Arlini; ‘Girl from 
God's Country’ (Rep), 








Second fall show into the Adams 


is streamlined for the rug-cutters. | 


Top honors on the bill are divided 
between Joe Venuti's swing band 
and the standout Andrews Sisters. 
The Venuti boys remain on stage 
throughout, giving Joe Fecher’s pit 
orch a rest this week, 


Venuti shows neat judgment in 
mixing up his sweet and hot num- 
bers. He keeps things moving 
briskly and does a good job of sell- 
ing. 

His two vocalists do okay for 
themselves. Don Darcy comes on 


first and clicks with a swingeroo 
version of ‘Home on the Range.’ He 
/manages to get a note of satire into 
his songs that is novel and ingratiat- 
ing. Later, Kay Star has an 
equally good session with the jitter- 
bugs. 

Bunny Berigan, trumpeter, has a 
personal field day. He used to pilot 
his own orchestra hereabouts and 
has his own special following. Un- 
til recently he was with Tommy 
Dorsey. 

A different number by the entire 
band is a clambake in which nine 
different tunes are put together into 
a cacaphonic bedlam. 

Harry King and Arlini score with 
their off-hand, free-and-easy tap 
routines. They garner their full 
share of applause both singly and in 
duo. 

Al Norman gives imitations, gags 
| briefly before a mike and then steps 
|out with a comic dance, contrasting 
|the old-fashioned softshoe style- with 

the modern jitterbugging antics. 

The Andrews Sisters are on last 
and when they leave the stage 
finally they have the house in their 
collective pocket. Their artful styl- 
ing makes even ‘The Beer Barrel 
Polka’ seem like a brand new num- 
ber. Two songs the crowd seemed to 
favor with more whistling approval 
than others were ‘Rhumboogie’ and 
‘Hit the Road,’ both from their new 
Universal flicker, ‘Argentine Nights.’ 

Biz seemed good today (Saturday), 
when show was caught. Kent. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 7. 

Mirth and Mack, Della Carroll, 
Fid Gordon, Shirley and Carole 
Bridges, Barbara Kelly, Lester Hard- 
ing, House line, Herb Six house 
band; ‘Pier 13’ (20th). 

Stage bill this week, ‘Crazy Show’, 
is held up to 40 minutes and enter- 
tainment average is up somewhat 
over past couple of shows, mostly 
because of Mirth and Mack and Del- 
la Carroll. 

Fastest bit of the show is con- 
tributed by Mirth and Mack in their 
regular terp turn, including impres- 
sions of the Marx brothers and Jim- 
my Durante. Lester Harding gets 
in his m.c. niche to intro the weekly 
amateur entry, an adagio acrobatic 
routine by juves Shirley and Carole 
Bridges. 

Herb Six band is called on for one 
of its infrequent medleys and give 
out in trio of tunes carrying ‘Crazy’ 
titles. Harding adds his bit vocaling 
‘Crazy Moon’ and all is built up to 
line’s midshow number. Girls are on 
in frilly costumes and flashlighted 
roses to softshoe and waltz to round 
of ‘Rose’ tunes. 

Center of show is given over to 
Miss Carroll, who does her terp on 
dim stage. Shows off a neat chassis 
with g-string and net bra adorned 
with radium-treated roses. Billed as 
‘girl who said ‘no’ to Hitler’, and 
first nudie act in several weeks. 
Might be better spotted at closing, 
but would mean re-routing all along. 

Juve Barbara Kelly warbles ‘When 
Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ in a deep 
throat, a secénd amateur bit. Final 
standard act is Fid Gordon with his 











trick violin and assorted ways of 
playing it. Gordon himself is good 
for line of chuckles with his com- 


edy fiddling. but stooge used at close 
of act gets slight resu!ts. 

| Finale is given to the girls in natty 
red-white-and-blue costumes and in 
| keeping with show’s title line takes 
} over bandstand and musicans terp 
down the runner. Quin. 


‘Broadway legit musical, 


1938, when 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Larry Clinton Orch (15) with 
Helen Sothern, Terry Allen, Jimmy 
Currie; John Coy, Goodrich and Nel- 
son, Sue Ryan; ‘No Time for Com- 





edy, reviewed in current issue of 
VARIETY. 
Comparatively short stage show 


supports the film version of ‘No Time 
for Comedy,’ the hit which occupied 
a Broadway legit spot two seasons 
ago. Running off in about 50 min- 
utes, the setup clicks off as a fair 
enough session topped by the Larry 
Clinton band, an outfit that can easily 
be labelled the best the arranger- 
maestro has ever fronted. 

With the exception of the Clinton 
band’s musical contributions, how- 


lever, the rest of the show lacks real 


solid punch. It’s entertaining enough 


and a full house opening night (Fri- | 
'day) found it so, but it slides to a’ 


finish without much happening. 


ade. one of his older recordings, 
an exceptionally good arrangement 
of ‘Breeze and I.’ 
cals the latter while sax and muted 
trumpet teams alternate down front. 
Singer follows immediately with the 
inevitable ‘I'll Never Smile Again.’ 
Johnny Coy, from the recent 
‘Keep Off 


Do their stuff on a small table set 


| ing turn, provide a neat closing turn. 


| Clinton's writing of ‘Toselli’s Seren- | 
starts the parade and it's followed by | Purtill, 


Terry Allen vo- | 


| 


the Grass,’ skips off a neat tapping | 


session, though at times the musical 
backing he gets is strong enough to 
override his efforts. Routines are 
well planned, set to various tempos, 
and smoothly executed. Goodrich 
and Nelson, balance team. run 
through the usual list of difficult 
stunts, offering nothing 
ticularly outstanding, but getting off 
to a good response. 

Sue Ryan’s is an unusual and ef- 
fective comedy turn. Using comical 
body contortions and face-making, 
she comes up with socko takeoffs on 
various models, singers, etc. Starts 
with what she thinks magazine cover 
models would be like if certain poses 
could come to life. Following are 


satires on a torch singer, an opera | 


that’s par- | 


in the middle of the stage and com- 
bine some neat acrobatics with their 
roller stuff. 

Myron Levee does oka 
house band, which works on 
stage to back the layout, 

Biz oke. Soff. 


—___—___—_— 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


with the 
the 


Boston, Sept. 5. 

Glenn Miller Orch (17) with Ray 
Eberle and Marion Hutton; Tommy 
Trent, Berry Bros. (3); ‘Margie’ 
(U), 

As a followup of Lucky Millinder 
last week, the Glenn Miller outfit 
sounds tame in comparison, although 
the hefty attendance on opening day 
is a good indication that he has the 
bigger following. Musically and 
technically, the sweet-swingy Miller 
band is aces. 

With the exception of Marion Hut- 
ton, the frantic vocalist, and Maurice 
the rough-riding drummer, 
there’s a decided paucity of pep. 
Numbers like ‘Sunrise Serenade,’ 
‘Danny Boy’ and the Ray Eberle 
vocals of ‘Nearness to You’ and 


| 
| 


‘Never Smile Again,’ plus the lazy-| 


daisy leading by 
overcome, in retrospect, the more 
exciting stuff derived from ‘Tiger 
Rag,’ ‘In the Mood’ (the best band 
number on the list). 

Boys really swing it for Miss 
Hutton in ‘Boog It’ and ‘Rhumba 
Jumps.’ She gives a welcome con- 
trast to the slow moaning of Eberle; 
but each vocalist drew extra bows 
| when caught. 

Berry Brothers, hot, dizzy colored 
hoofers speed up the show in the 
| finale, giving out a dazzling session 
of wild splits and heated struts, 
dressed up with cane tossing and 
some clowning. 

Tommy Trent, puppeteer, clicks 
during his encore with the jitterbug 
doils. 

On the debit side, Miller acts too 
blase to his eager audience and has 
too much blue lighting on the show. 


Miller seem to 


warbler, the two best, and another On the credit side, he never hogs the 


on the modern and passe way of 


singing ‘You Made Me Love You.’ | 


Does it first as it was done when the 
song first came out, in 1913, inserting 
all the corny delivery actions, etc.. 


and again as a 1940 hepster. Stuff 
is good. Act is familiar in these 
parts. 


Between Coy and the Goodrich 
and Nelson team, Clinton’s band gets 
in its heaviest inning. Leader re- 
prises a number of the tunes he has 
written, beginning with the rhythmic 
‘Dipsy Doodle.’ Backstage voice 
harks back to New Year’s Eve of 
the song was popular, 
then the band runs through a chorus 
of it as it was done on various ra- 
dio programs that night. First is 


,a hot version from Harlem, one in |spirit of entertainment in 
Hawaiian tempo, another in Chinese, | 


on to rhumba and gypsy, finishing 
with Clinton’s own. It’s now his open- 
ing theme tune. Resurrecting ‘Dipsy’ 
leads into more of the leader’s past 
hits, including ‘My Reverie’ and ‘Our 


spot, except for a bit of a trombone 
solo, and delivers some of the swell- 
est music in the world for radio or 
dance hall consumption. Fox. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 7. 

‘Bowery Follies’ with Duncan 
Sisters, Four Clovers, Jack LaVere 
& Co., Ward and Milford, Joe Wal- 
lace, Sandra Miller, Mel Hall and 
Co., Floradora Girls (12); ‘Pier 13’ 
(20th), 

Nick Boila has brought to town 
this week a winner in his ‘Bowery 
Follies,’ carrying out the flavor and 
the Gay 
90s. Decorations are carried out in 
the motif of the gas-lit era, and all 
performers are costumed in styles of 
the periods, with enough handlebar 
mustaches on stage to stuff a full- 
size mattress. The fact that the box- 


Love’ with a n.s.g. vocal of the latter | office is light is no reflection on the 


by Helen Sothern. 
into her proper style, however, on 
the following rhythm arrangement 
of ‘When Swallows Come Back to 
Capistrano.’ 

Jimmy Currie, trombonist. gets in 
a comedy piece involving ‘Night and 
Day’ and ‘Well, Allright.” Gets gig- 
|gles aplenty, particularly with the 
| latter which he does in ballad tempo 
Clinton handles introes, but he’s in- 
clined to rush ’em too much. 

Wood. 


STRAND, SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, Sept. 8. 


Collins and Peterson, Four Mar- 
shalls, Three Olympics; Wynn, 
Brock and Ames; Ted Lester, Myron 
Levee House Orch; ‘Three Faces 
West’ (Rep) and ‘Laughing at Dan- 
ger’ (Mono). 





They’ve done it so long that how 
they retain their spontaneity and en- 
thusiasm is a mystery, but the fact 
remains that Collins and Peterson are 
the nearest thing to a two-man 
‘Hellzapoppin’ show to hit the local 
decks since Olsen and Johnson used 
to panic ’em in the halcyon days. 
Working as dual emcees, they keep 
the current Strand offering moving 
fast, produce plenty of laughs on 
their own hook and make the audi- 
ence receptive to the other turns. 


More adept material is all pair 
need to show their comedy for full 
value. Collins’ sandpaper. voice, es- 


pecially when he starts dishing out 
his doubletalk to latecomers in the 
audience, is a highlight. 

Wynn, Brock and Ames, two men 
and a girl, ring up the curtain and 
their swingtime terp routine is just 
fresh enough to register well. 


of the one-man band. He _ keeps 
pulling musical instruments from be- 
neath his satin-lined cape and dis- 
plavs neat talent on such a variety 
as the flute, violin, saxophone, cornet 
and several others. He even plays 
a balloon and then a duet on the 
violin and mandolin simultaneously. 

The Four Marshalls, two girls and 
two men, are a standard harmony 
,fluence. Their ‘Ohio, ‘I'll 
Smile Again,’ ‘I Am an American’ 
and “The Little Fox’ are ably done 
with poise and rhythm. 


i The Three Olympics, roller-skat- , 


She snaps back! entertainment value 


| group, clearly showing the radio in- | 


of the bill, as 
Cab Calloway orch competition at 
opposition house is pulling down the 
take. Ordinarily this show, playing 
solo, would be good for an additional 
$5,000. 

_ Show opens with Joe Wallace sing- 
ing a series of oldies. audience join- 
ing via slides. Six of the line come 
on for a can-can number, joined by 
the other six in Florodora outfits. 
Four Clovers, dressed as bartenders. 
come out from the mahogany on set 
to do some nice teeteerboard tricks. 
Have usual shoulder stands and flips 
into chair held on shoulders of one 
of the performers. 

Sandra Miller won a nice response 
with her rendition of a medley of old 
favorites. Mel Hall performs expert- 
ly on a unicycle. Gets a few laughs 
with his comedy antics and nice re- 
turns when he rides the handlebars 
on his shoulders, operating the pedals 
with his hands. 

Heaviest mitt-winners at this show 
were Ward and Milford, who mix 
singing, piano playing, and comedy. 
Girl sings ‘Waltz Me Around Again, 
Willie,’ straight, and the rest of the 
act Is directed strictly at the ribs. 
Man imitates barroom piano and also 
does vocal imitations of different 
band instruments in a duo of ‘Moun- 
tain Music.’ Finish with burlesque 
of opera 

Followed by Jack LeVere and his 
‘Man on the Trapeze’ act. La Vere 
has been here before, and his turn is 
always entertaining. Gets his laughs 
by pretending unfamiliarity with 
horizontal bar, balancing himself on 
rocking chair and winding up with 
fall ending. 

Line returns fn boy 
tumes for a Bowery 
Girls are nice looking 


and gir] cos- 
tap routine. 
and can han- 


Ted ,dle their hoofs. 
Lester follows with his own version | 


Twenty-four minutes of running 
time is consumed by Duncan Sisters 
| with their Topsy and Eva harmoniz- 
,ing and funmaking. Include several 
of their own songs. such as ‘Remem- 
b’ring,’ ‘Side by Side.’ ‘Never Had 
Mammy.’ and finish with a new pa- 
triotic composition called ‘Let's Not 
Go Over There.” Adlibbing some 
political gags, they ride in on a few 
handclaps for Willkie. a local boy. 

Line does bathing beauty number 


Never in period costumes for finish, and 


/entire company comes on to wind up 
long 74-minute running time. 
Biz fair at third show Friday (6) 
Kiley. 


STATE,N.Y. 


ee 


Harvest Moon Ball dance 


- 
with Ed Sullivan; Benny Fields 
Three Swifts; ‘Andy Ha rdy Meets 


Debutante’ (M-G). 





| Ed Sullivan’s pet trick, the Har. 
pore: Moon ballroom hoofers nure 
| tires by the N. Y. Daily News, an 
/annual event, is holding over for a 
'second week, and with good reason. 
In addition, the feature picture is 
changed and two more acts inserted 
making a stage show that runs an 
jhour and 15° minutes. Opening 
(Thursday) business was better than 
the starting day last week. 

Real feature of the bill is Benny 
Fields. Crack crooner of pop melo- 
‘dies is in rare form, being at the 
mike for nearly half an hour, in the 
,closing spot. ‘Got to Have My Walk. 
| ing Stick,’ his standard starting num- 
jber, is just a warm-up for ‘Never 
'Smile Again.’ Fields has somethin 
'new in the lyrics of ‘If They Sen 
Your Minstrel Man to Washington’ 
|It was concocted by four different 
tunesmiths and is really a medley, 
|} snatches of various fine melodies be- 
ing worked into the number. He's 
also warbling ‘Six Lessons from 
Mme. La Zonga.”’ ‘I Am an Ameri- 
can’ gets plenty response. and then 
his ‘Lullaby of Broadway’ rings all 
| the bells. 

Fields refers to his former pianist 
as having been with him for 21 
years. Charles Thorpe, who accom- 
panied the warbler that long. pulled 
the book (musicians’ rules) when 
lasked to play a_ benefit down in 
Miami Beach last winter, Fields paid 
him the $25 demanded and then gave 
him a ticket home. Pianist used is 
'Dave Lapin, of Ruby Zwerling’s 
, house orchestra, and serves just as 
| well as a special man at the ivories. 

Sullivan, the most dapper of col- 
umnist-m.c.s, does his stuff smoothly 
land efficiently. His dance teams are 
all that is claimed for them. Pretty, 
‘blonde Florentine Sturtz and Alex 
| Alexander, the all-around champs, 


have the class of professionals. 
Their foxtrotting is something to 
watch, but it’s the girl who attracts 
|}most attention. She has a trick of 


| moving her head towards the audi- 
ence at every whirl. Team won an 
lencore and so did Jack and Helen 
Sylvestra, specializing in the tango, 
at this catching. There again the girl 
draws the eyes. In both instances 
this is somewhat unusual, for as a 
rule it is the male end of the ball- 
room team who has the most stuff. 
The lindyhoppers are again the wow 
lof the act, supplying comedy. Only 
| other comedy on the bill comes from 


the Three Swifts, masters of club- 
swinging and throwing. Ibee. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 4. 
Nicholas Bros., Gaynor and Ross, 
Three Waltons, Franklin D'Amore, 
Jim Ash, Peggy O'Neill Girls, Charles 


Kaley'’s Orch; ‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO), 

House is selling the picture this 
week, vaude being light on names 
albeit carrying its full share of the 
entertainment load. As socko with 
the customers as anything seen of 
late are the Nicholas brothers, pair 
of dusky hoofers who know how to 
sell Plenty of the ol’ pepper here, 


particularly in smaller half of team, 
who whacks out a couple of songs, 


including ‘Want My Mama’ in the 
original Portuguese, for smash _ re- 
turns. As is usually the case with 


sepia talent, boys deliver as though 
they meant it, and customers respond 
accordingly. 

Echo of last year’s ‘Folies Bergere’ 
at local expo is Franklin D'Amore, 
who cavorts with femme partner 
perched on his noggin. Comes on in 
hobo rig, toting sack from which gal 
is dumped, also garbed as bum. Chap 
has phenomenal strength and _ sells 
various. strong-arm lifts for all 
they're worth. 

Gals generally 
this week, opener 
Waltons, femme 
ners garbed in minimum of leopard 
skin. Acro adagio routine does 
everything but tie the lass in a knot 
and gets footlight section off to nice 
Start 


tossed about 
the Three 
male part- 


get 
being 
and two 


Closer, Gaynor and Ross, is whirl- 
wind skating duo, billed as only acl 
of kind to be included in British 
command performance. Working on 
raised platform, whirling dervish 
item has girl’s puss literally dusting 
the floor during trick hand and 
ankle holds. Using spotlight aimed 
upward from foots, skate routine !s 
spectacular and thrilling, customers 
realizing just what a miss would 
‘mean. As prelude to this act, house 
| line appears on rollers in plenty neal 
| routine worked out by Peggy O'Neill 
Line also handles conga flash earlier. 

Local contributions include Jim 
Ash, winner of Benny Walker ama- 
teur show on NBC. Guy trembled 
like falling leaf at show caught, bul 
|/makes okay appearance and has nice 
/voice, which may fit him for solo 
|spot with a band. Trumpet. piano. 
| xylophone and string bass step down 
| from Charles Kaley’s orch to do spe- 
'cialty this week with nice results. 
i Wern. 
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“FOLLIES BERGERE 


(MEXICO CITY) 


Mexico City, Sept. 4. 
‘9 Moreno (‘Cantinflas’), Mapy 
cones, Fernando Cortes, Julio Rich- 
ds, Trio Aragon, El Chino Herrera, 
ooele Gomez, Nestor Mesta Chaires, 
Amparito Ma, Luisa Arozamena, 
Rosa Maria, Pepe Arjona, Tamara 
qubaref, Las  Mascotitas, Hnas. 
Barba, Hector Diaz, Chelo Villarreal, 
Ballet de Rafael Diaz; weekly 

change, two shows nightly, $2 top. 





Located in the market section of and her husband Fernando. 
off the tourist trail is the | appear 
a weekly | show, but score best in the section 
rl-joke show that is/| following intermission with a domes- 
even if one has|tic exchange in which each ridicules 


city : 
vatlies Bergere. It is 
change song-&! 
surprisingly good, 
little 
Spanish language. 

The pivotal personality is a thirty- 
jsh comic called ‘Cantinilas’ (hard to 
translate but rougly meaning always 
spouting’), who works in a heavy 
tramp makeup which is something 
like that of the American burlesque 
comics (before strip-tease) with 
overtones of Mexican street clown. 

‘Cantinflas’ is a first-rate performer 
by anybody's standards. His timing, 
mugging, quickness in exploiting ad- 
lib opportunities bear the authority 
of the well-season artist who knows 
thoroughly and every minute what 
he is doing. To an American eye his 
hobo makeup is unnecessarily heavy 
on™ white upper lip and smudgy 
cheeks, but the galleries of the Fol- 
lies Bergere have a natural love for 
the plain-as-dirt denizens of the 
backstreets and the cantinas. ‘Can- 
tinflas’ is the synthesis of the sly 
Mexican nobody. At times he has a 
Chaplinesque quality, though he de- 
rives most of his comedy by the 
spoken word added to the artful grin, 
eyebrow tilting and an occasional 
Mexican style prattfall. 

What marks ‘Cantinflas’ and this 
house from superficially equivalent 
shows in the United States is the 
topical satire, the wisecracks at the 
expense of the government. While 
there is lots of double entendre with 
relation to the sexual theme which, 
even in rough translation, is very 
familiar to Yankee showgoers, the 
use of the Follies Bergere (also the 
contemporary Teatro Lirico) as a po- 
litical sounding board for public 
opinion is one of the coiorful side- 
lights of a colorful country. ‘Can- 
tinflas’ felt the heavy hand of au- 
thority not long ago, the theatre be- 
ing temporarily closed. Toos-cleve 
thrusts at politicians is never the 
reason American pirl-and-ioke shcws 
are padlocked by *he law! . 

From one point of view the Foliies 
Bergere could be rnore of an asset to 
Mexico if it were given some gov- 
ernment support and ad a better lo- 
cation and theatre. The government 
subsidizes or encourates shows of far 
less authentic artistry and native 
flavor. Perhaps, however, moving 
the Follies from its kacxstrect loca- 
tion and its dangerously overleated 
flimsy wooden balconies would take 
away something of the affinity with 
the Mexican people it undoubtedly 
has. Observers have not failed to 
remark that comedians such as ‘Can- 
tinflas’ are not only shrewdly crig- 
inal in commenting on polities. as 
was Will Rogers, but thev are almost 
spokesmen for the man in the street 
in a sometimes crude but usually 
keen way. The same observers ad- 
mire the physical bravery 
comedians, remembering that a poli- 
tician-lampooning librettist connect- 
ed with the Teatro Lirico was beaten 
up not long ago by gansters as a re- 
sult of which injuries he later died. 

One skit by ‘Cantinflas’ will illus- 
trate the political side of the comedy. 





| 
| 


encored. 
complete repeat. 


An encore here means a 


The chorus numbers were dressed 
and arranged by Rafael Diaz with 
nice taste considering the grueling 
working hours and the limited bud- 
get. There's a bit too much beef on 
the hoof for the concluding ballet 
set to ‘Dance of the Hours,’ but what 
might be farce in the U. S. A. is okay 
here. The production values are in 
good taste. and tempo most of the 
way is well ahead of what would be 
found near the market section of an 
American town. 


A bit of imported distinction in 





| 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 8. 
The Nelsons (2), Ames and Arno, 
Quintones (5), Cappy Barra Troupe 








(7), Felice Iula House Orch (12);)| 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO). 
Short-money layout obviously | 


aimed at filling out holdover of film 
is figured to eke out mildly profit- 
able week. It’s fairish entertainment 
though sans a single sock spot. 

The Nelsons, man and woman pup- 





ithe show is provided by Mapy Cortes peteers working from small platform | 


intimaté knowledge of the the other as an entertainer. 


| 








} 


of the | 


| howlers. 
with Judy Starr segues into duet of 
deliberate | 


A reporter enters. announces that he | 


wishes to interview the man who 
writes President Cardenas’ speeches. 
On comes ‘Cantinflas’ in a ragged 
ressing gown, playing the role of a 
Political sage. As the interview de- 
velops the comic gives out such 
Platitudes as ‘honesty is the best pol- 
Icy,’ ‘a rolling stone gathers no 
moss,” and when the reporter re- 
marks ‘yes. but all you have said 
doesn't make sense.” the blackout 
quip from ‘Cantinflas’ is. ‘When TI 
made sense. they closed my theatre.’ 
The Mexicans enjoy that allusion 
enormously, 
a is said that Mexican humor has 
y two themes: sex and politics. and 


(for a round of rug-cutting. 


| tina. 


several 


This in- 
troduces a direct appeal to the audi- 
ence for a decision on whether hus- 
band or wife is most popular. A dif- 
ficult turn, the Corteses carry it 
throuch with a smartness that is, 
frankly, perhaps a trifle above the 
neighborhood. It’s clever stuff in 
which the pair carry dialog, singing 
and dancing. It comes to a steaming- 
hot climax when Mapy Cortes gen- 
erates a world of Latin soubret pep 
and personality. Corteses are in 
Mexico City for some months. He’s 
from Puerto Rico, she from Argen- 
Thev make a handsome and 


versatile pair. Land. 


STATE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Sept. 6. 





Mickey Rooney, Judy Starr, Bob 


Robertson and Virginia Martin 
Angelo Vitale’s Orch; 


Ginty’ (Par). 





As the State's initial stage name 
in a year, Mickey Rooney is putting 
himself, as well as a fast unit dedi- 
cated to jive and the Andy Hardy 
club fans, over with all of the w.k. 
Rooney explosiveness. ‘Great Mc- 
Ginty’s’ not exactly an appropriate 
feature picture for the family trade 
he’s magnetizing, but the socko en- 
tertainment and good-will the young 
Hollywood mugger sells is worth 
considerable to Metro. It’s been 
standee biz since he opened, and he’s 
fast heading towards breaking Jack 
Benny’s house record. 

Although two okay acts go on first, 
the adolescent swingcats hanging 
breathlessly out of upper balconies 
paid little attention until Rooney 
swaggered out characteristically at 
this ‘viewing. They drowned out 
his voice with whoops of delight 
before he got out a half-dozen words, 
after a neat sendoff by Jackie Beek- 
man, m.c. Rooney’s opening gag 
about mistaking the capacity house 
for a painted studio set isn’t so hot. 


He covers it up quickly by climbing 


down in the aisles for a looksee and 
a few handshakes. 


cide. 


| Turning on the personality grin, 


he tears into ‘Love’s Got Nothing on 
Me,’ surprising them with low- 
toned pipes and brisk delivery. He 
then eases in a couple of plugs for 


his coming ‘Mayor of Boys Town,’ 


which he will start after touring to 

Pittsburgh’s Stanley, Washington’s 

Capitol and New York’s State. 
yetting that off his chest with a 


| palpable sigh of relief, Rooney really | * ‘ked Tonv 
| warms up to a muggin’ pitch in three | Worked at Tony 
i impersonations. | 
| stage, flanked by boxes 


amusing, breezy 
Takeoffs on Clem McCarthy, Joe 
Louis and Lionel Barrymore are 
His flirtation bit of foolery 


‘Our Love Affair’ with 
vocal breaks also getting °em. Fans 
reached a whistling stage of ecstasy 
when he began pounding piano keys 
and trap drums in Angelo 
orchestra. At opener Rooney 
icked them further by yanking up a 
girl from the audience—no stooze— 
Curtain 


| speech is short and sincere in tone. 


Rooney herself, 
better with him 
She chants high 


No bigger than 
Miss Starr gets on 
than on her own. 


and hot with the shrill tones and 
lcutey mannerisms of a_ ballroom- 
band vocalist. Her jiving of ‘You 


Can’t Brush Me Off’ plus others is 


| duck-soun for the swingsters but she 


| drops 


that this is the reacon there is little or | 
ho comedy on the radio. Typical of the | 


Sex skits was 


: the one in which ‘Can- 
tinflas.’ ; 


oe as an electrician in the home 
_ an intensely jealous husband, is 
Sennen for the doctor come to diag- 
ar the sick wife. The humor 
sheet ane the two men_ talking 
cnt fferent subjects. The ana- 
Mical allusions are broad. 
omar the ‘Cantinflas’ comedy 
ome S are numerous dance and 
“4 specialties, many of them excel- 
and the whole average for a 
policy surprisinely 
The Latin motive 
ninates, of course. There is a 
In Cuba, a bulifight motif for 
Sax mows os + Si piers gaucho 
+: ~Xceptional is a country 
whee kin twosome, Las Mascotitas. 
ple My * Mexican version of a cou- 
With nid kansas hillbilly maidens 
“ol Digtails. It’s a comedv gem. 
atre on — French title of the the- 
Meeting “oy scene of boys and girls 
dancin in the Paris streets, and 
Considan. 2, sumble toe-and-heel with 


Popular with 


siderable comedy pantomime, was 
this crowd it was 


when she 


stens 


will create a better effect 
her mincing dance 
around a mike, which look a bit silly 
on a voaude stage. 

Bob Robertson and Virginia Mar- 


tin run up curtain with smartly 
|routined, decisive taps in rhumba 
time. Robertson’s spins are excep- 
tionally neat although the two run 
overly long. Four Lazanders edit 
their turn of agile tablestands, pvra- 
mid work and knockabout stuff to 


|ing of words. 


advantage. Beekman as emcee 
pleasantly effective by being spar- 
Pullen. 





TAKES OVER VAUDER 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 10. 
Capitol theatre, vaudeville house 


| downtown, is now being handled by 


| 


| 
| 





Ted Gamble. Deal closed by Stan- 
ley Lang and associates with word 
that house will continue its present 
policy for at least awhile. 


After that he 
could have gotten away with homi- 


times through the|With dolls 








They |in_ full view of the audience, open 
simulating a monkey | 


trapeze artist, a clown blowing up a 
balloon and a drunk. 
skillfully to nicely synchronized 
score, and encore with a radium-lit 
Harlem hoofer for good response. 
Makes for pleasing spot. 

The Quintones, 


take hold of the deuce. Evidently 
from radio, their stuff falls short in 
present company. Crowding into the 


b four boys and a 
girl in five-way vocals of pop tunes, | 


Work very | 





mike and singing without much ben- | 
efit of showmanship or stage pres- | 
ence, they give out with ‘Boog It.’ ‘T'll | 


Never Smile’ and ‘You’d Be Sur-| y,,): Aig - 
| prised,’ with only a modest response | You're Away, 


from the stubholders out front. 
Ames and Arno follow with their 


i\comedy knockabout featuring a fast 





| 





| 
| 
| 


| 
j 
| 


spin and flashy fall by the femme. 
Attempt at gagging registers fairly 
well albeit considerable blue stuff, 


better left out in family houses of | 


this tyne. 


which might be more effective on 
another layout. 


Cappy Barra Troupe closes. Pres- 


. *;ent ensemble seven mouthorgan 
Four Lazanders, Jackie Beekman, ! t - of ge 


‘Great Mc- 


blowers, while not as socko as simi- 
lar combos caught here before, reg- 


ister rather well from their standard | 
opening of ‘Harmonica Gentlemen,’ a | 


special lyric nicely developed. Ren- 
dition of ‘Second Hungarian Rhap- 
sody’ in solo rings the bell nicely 
and working out of ‘Too Romantic’ in 
vocal and instrumenta] arrangement 
earns a highly legit encore. Descrip- 
tion of musical] background of a har- 
monica ensemble is novel and excel- 
lent business, with impressions of 
various name bands that follows be- 
ing good for a series of well-earned 
bends. Lads make for a strong finish 
to an otherwise uneventful bill. 
Biz only fair. Burm. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 7. 
Vivian, Primrose 
Sherman, Eddie 





George 
Dorothy 


Marshall Montgomery, Francis & 
Kennedy, Joe E. Howard, Watson 
Sisters, Fritzi Scheff, House Line; 


‘Captain Caution’ (UA). 


Roundups of oldtime vaude stars 
the 


are no novelty and too often 


Four, 
Horan, 


appeal is entirely nostalgic, leaving 
the youngsters wondering what all 


about. 
layout, 


the shouting is 
Gene Ford’s present 
better than usual, 
little to amaze 
present-day standards. 
‘Variety Hall—1910’ across. 


re-creates for 
mood which 


which 
the 


staging 
youngsters 


Instead 
codger 


year. 

an old 
Pastor’s, Ford has 
actually set up a 
a la Pastor’s. 
down on refular 
hoofing interludes 
platform, thus keeping 
alive throughout. Eight non-pros in 


are all 


stage-within-a- 
and tables, 
Most of the acts work 
stage, but the line’s 
done on 
atmosphere 


Producer 
while 
still packs very 
the customers by 
What puts 
and it 
goes over with a bang, is the smart 
the 
their 
| moms and dads recall from yester- 
of just bringing out 
and explaining he 


Work hard and garner | 
some recognition for their efforts, | 





costume occupy the tables as claques | 
| and placards on either side, changed 


Vitale’s | 
pan- | 


also | 


by gals in bellhon garb, identify acts. 

Organist Art Brown returns from 
three-week vacation to lead com- 
munity singing, dovetailing with 
stage bill via ‘Sidewalks 
York, and such. George Vivian, local 


legit director, steps through curtains 
shoulders 
for rhvmed wrolog as ald stagedoor 


in grav wig and stooned 


man—'I used to give ‘em all their 
keys’—and to introduce ‘Tonv 
Pastor’s Music Hall,’ single set used 


of New 


throughout. P!stform curtain goes 
up on seven linegals in can-can, 
following by Primrose Four, in 
waiters’ aprons. warbling ‘Bird in 
Gilded Care.’ Dorothy Sherman out 
next on reguler stage for so-so can- 
can solo. Offstage introduction 
brinvs 75-vear-old Eddie Horan,! 
‘world’s oldest living tap dancer.’ out | 
on upnver stage for shakev hoofing 
with two canes, gals returning with 
canes to build strut finale to good 
hand. Emma Francis. stockv, grav- 


haired matron, takes it next for mild 


tan and four successive cartwheels | 


that got ovation. Primrose Four re- 
turn in morning coats to harmonize 


‘Wait Till the Sun Shines Nellie,’| 


‘Dear Old Girl’ and 
Strutters Ball,’ basso iniecting just 
enough barbershop comedy to put 
’em across solidly. 
Marshall Montgomerv takes it 
next, walking out with four-foot 
dummy in white tie and tails and 


| sitting at downstage table for ven- 


Orpheum, incidentally, town’s larg- | 


est vaudfilmer, has closed, with re- 
opening very indefinite. 





Pirates Den in Los Angeles go- 


talent. 


j 


triloaguist turn. Patter is weak and 


holding hand 


in front of mouth is 


‘Darktown | 


| 


| 


too obvious, but making dummy sing | 


while boss smokes and sips cocktail, 
plus deadpan belches, snoring and, 
finally, working dummy into state of 
complete inebriation goes so far be- 


. yond usual ventrilocuistie stuff that! 
ing in for name bands and floor| pe wound up too-long act to solid: 


response. Entire line opens on up- 


|tary is correct. : 
/many conflicting reports on Nazi or! edy pairs. 


r stage with fast cakewalk and 


HOUSE REVIEWS 4} 
a Francis returns with partner AP OLLO, N. ¥.. 
(Francis and Kennedy) for so-so 


cakewalk. Offstage announcer! «gecond’ act of Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhap- 
launches Joe E. Howard as m.c. of | sody in Black’; Anise and Aland, Kete 
radio show, ‘The Gay Nineties,’ and) pail and Cecil Mack choir (16), Tim 
composer’s appearance in tophat,| Moore, Joe Byrd, Bootsy Swan, John- 
tails and cane got first entrance ap- ny Lee, Honi Coles, Ada Brown, Mae 
lause of show. He held ’em with : , ’ 
Pp - P 4 Diggs, Chuck and Chuckles, Blodgett 
adequate baritoning of ‘Hello MY! and Iiluana, Cook and Brown, Ger- 
Baby, Waning Honeymoon’ and ;| trude Martin and house orch (16)3 
Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now, | «manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) 
which he explains is ‘my master | 
song.’ He leads house in warbling 
second chorus of latter, reciting lines Despite batlyhoo about this being 
just ahead of music, and finishes|a tryout for Broadway, this Lew 
sock with strut to ‘Goodbye My Leslie presentation is merely an- 
Lady Love.’ lother vaudfilm stageshow. Current 
Watson Sisters, ‘still a sister team bill is announced as the ‘second act,’ 
after 25 years,’ follow with top hit of last week’s offering having been 
show and only act which clicks on’ called the ‘first act.’ Actually, how- 
its own by current standards. Two’ ever, neither bill contains any new 
large dames in black-and-white eve-| material, any sign of staging or pro- 
ning gowns recall ‘old days at duction, nor any new or outstanding 
Keith’s when President Wilson was talent. In other words, the two 
a regular customer’ and go into a weeks’ shows have been merely Lew 
fast song, and patter routine, making Leslie’s version of Apollo vaude bills, 
full use of avoidupois of heftiest gal. | with the ‘Rhapsody in Black’ tag for 
Fritzi Scheff, in short spangled | mzrquee dressing. 
skirt and feathery hat, got solid hand; Since the presentation includes no 
at this catching from oldtimers on’ settings or other production efforts 
her entrance and they stuck by her the 16-piece house orchestra is used 
through ‘Fortune Teller,’ ‘When onstage to cover that deficiency. 
‘Absinthe Frappe,’ Tiny, slim Gertrude Martin batons 
‘Algiers,’ ‘Mascot of the Troop’ and two ambitious numbers with orches- 
encore of ‘Kiss Me Again,’ latter tra and choir, the first opening the 
done without mike which makes show and the second supplying the 
otherwise bored youngsters sit up finale. Latter uses excerpts from 
and take notice. Her lower register|‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ with George 
still packs a punch and she’s a past Gershwin’s brilliant score shining 
mistress of operetta gestures, but it’s through the ragged handling. Other 
nostalgia alone that getssher over song numbers, from past Leslie 
the high notes. |shows, are ineptly presented else- 
Line takes over upper stage for where in the bill, retaining enough 
modern drum-beating finale as acts| appeal to explain their original suc- 
appears one by one for bows, How-/'cess. They include ‘Thursday Is My 
ard, Watson Sisters and Miss Scheff} Day Out,’ ‘Dixie Isn’t Dixie Any 
sharing about equally in the ova-| More’ and ‘Old-Fashioned Love in 
tions. Oldstage doorman recites! My Heart.’ 
brief epilog and house joins com- Of the singers, Ada Brown is a 
pany in warbling ‘Auld Lang Syne.’ | portly dame with a warm, full voice, 
Biz fair at show enough. Craig. a hearty stage personality and a 


——————- fairly rousing way of shouting a 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 


song; Mae Diggs is a lively gal with- 
(NEWSREELS) 








out noticeable voice or skill, while 
Kate Hall is virtually inaudible and 
the Cecil Mack choir lacks rehearsal, 
Of the other acts, all of which are 
familiars at the Apollo and else- 
where, Anise and Aland are a cute, 
agile and skillful pair of hoofers; 
Tim Moore, Joe Byrd, Bootsy Swan 
and Johnny Lee are loud and obvi- 
present. ; : ous comics; Houi Coles is a proficient 
Little actual fighting is shown.|tapster; Blodgett and Illuana do a 
There’s a glimpse of Royal Air Force | ‘Love Dance’ that may or may not 
and Nazi planes battling, but the|be authentically African, but should 
height is so great that it’s difficu't | stir audience comment: Cook and 
to even assume that the commen-| Brown, and Chuck and Chuck!es are 
There have been SO | typically infectious dance and com- 
’ I Two straight comedy 
R.A.F. victories that the commen-| sketches in the show are dismal. 
tator’s edge to the British planes in By Broadway revue standards this 
this particular dogfight can be pre-| ‘Rhapsody in Black’ is frankly bru- 
sumed to be under British propa- | tal, but obviously not even Leslie 
ganda __ surveillance. Of course, | intends bringing it to Times Sauare. 
that’s only one angle. The possi-| As an Apollo stageshow it’s no better 
bility is equally great that the de- | than average, but considering the 
scription is actually correct. Fox! jack of time for preparation and re- 
er most of the air-battle | hearsal, the dearth of top Negro tal- 
shots. , /ent and the manifold difficulties o 
War and its allied subjects occupy | production, it’s a fairly aaa 
about two-fifths of the layout. In| ggort ’ Hobe 
light of recent events in Rumania, : . 
among other newsworthy subjects 
that have cropped up in the head- 
lines during the past few days, the 
situation as presented in England is 
actually dated. It’s stuff that was 
in the ‘papers several weeks ago, 
The penetration of Britain, as DON JULIAN and MARJORI 
shown in the Metro and Fox clips | Dancers 
of London and the southern coast /12 Mins. 
following bombings, are particularly | Rainbow Grill, N.Y. os 


moving. The bombing of London Tin ; rae 

and the reduction to a state of ruins|, Nice looking pair were brought in 
goa ne ays 5° to follow Marlyn and Michael, who 
of several coast towns hit home to : : ; 
those in the U.S. who had at first neg pore at the Rain- 
afi nj a = iets 00w Grill a bit of a career, remain- 
been sufficiently gullible to believe ing here over two years. M&M hav- 


in the Maginot Line, Paris and what ing gone on a holiday, John Roy 
« > _ , 9a ig tac - c ’ ) 
had been called the world’s mightiest booked in Don Julian and Marjori, 


military machine, the French poilus. , rahe ie 
A lighter note is the sports setup, |P¥, way of Chicago, and they prove 
notably the Green Bay Packers-All- |# highly worthy terp team. 
Possessed of a very effective front, 





There’s hardly enough on this 
week’s Embassy bill to warrant a 
superlative interest in its various 
shots, though, of course, the grim 
undertones of Britain’s defense 
against the Nazi air force are omni- 








New Acts 











Stars football game in Chicago, in é : 
which the National Pro League ‘their sight values are enhanced by 


excellent dance routines that run the 
gamut from tango, a Mexican flower, 
Paramount has caught the more |amd a shaw] (bat-effect) routine to 
spectacular of the plays, particularly ;@ fast Brazilian maxixe, Team has 
the long heave by Cecil Isbell of the | Personality, class and distinction and 
Packers and the catch and subse-| Will travel fast and far in cafe and 
quent touchdown run by Don Hut- | Stage spheres. They’re an unmis- 

takable click in the informal Rain- 


champs defeated the collegians in a 
high-scoring game under the lights. 


son. Golf has its chance with the =. 
PGA championship playoff between bow Grill, Abel. 
Sammy Snead and Byron Nelson, in | 
which the latter nosed out ‘ithe com- | JUANITA JUAREZ 
ing champ.’ Songs 
There was standing room only at, El Chico, Pittsburgh 
the 9 p.m. show Thursday (opening) Carmen Miranda started some- 


thing in the Latin-American song 
;}market, Juanita Juarez suggests la 
| Miranda in more ways than one 
without being a copy. Gal knows 
how to use her hands and eyes, but 


Neb. Fair in Biack 


Lincoln, ‘Neb., Sept. 10. 


Neb. State Fair, after eight lean , 
on oie 8 4 . what’s more to the point, she has a 
years, suddenly bounced heavily 1n- | voice to go along with them. Does 
to the black in 1940, probably to all her numbers i) native tongue 
, 


the tune of about $25,000 profit. In- 
crease in pari-mutuel income alone 
was $13,000, which made total re- | 
ceipts from 13 days of the ponies, 
with breakage, about $40,000. 

Attendance was 117,000 as against 
92,000 in 1939. ' 


but everything else about her speaks 
a universal language. 

The senorita, too, tosses in some 
muscular posterior and hip contours 
|that the eye can’t possibly miss. 
|Every third chorus or so she steps 
|away from the mike, goes into a 
weaving routine that manages to be 
both lowdown and high-class, in it- 
self quite an accomplishment. Miss 
| Juarez effects those bizarre Miranda- 
Minnesota State Fair board’s ex- fend tate res: bye the fruit-topped 
ecutive committee has been author- | ine say oy und on her, they're 
ized to borrow up to $50,000 to cover| Jaurez was a featured performer 
1940 Fair losses, pending an exact with the Rimacs act for several sea- 
determination of the deficit. sons; stepped .ut on her own only 
recently. She carries her own piano 
a Francisco Marti, who’s 
ian is, Sept. 10. |@ Tinger for Nino Martini. As a 
The ieee png h oe | single, she’s a Mexiclick and should 

: , : |g0 places. Over big here and could 
eight days Friday (6) with a $60,- | have stuck around double her allot- 
000 profit. ted time, Cohen. 





Seek to Make Up Deficit 
Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 
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way Still Okay, Aided by Weather; 
Kind Lady’ Reopens to OK $10,000; 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Big Stery’—Gilbert Miller. 
‘Panama Hattie’—Buddy De Sylva. 
‘Journey te Jerusalem’ — Play- 
wrights. 
‘George Washington Slept Here’— 





Sam H. Harris. 


| Oscar Serlin. 


Purchase’ Still Tops, ‘Hellz’ $30,000 === on 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (comedy) 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), O| 
(operetta). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
40th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Busi- 
ess dropped off from the excellent 
pace of previous week but cool) 
‘weather continues to favor the box- 
office; takings here $18,500. 

‘Helizapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(108d week) ((R-1,671; $3.30). Got 
goodly share of business though 

mewhat under level of pre-Labor 
ay going; around $30,000 in nine 
mes. 





$s-1.006; $4.40). Presented by Al} 


sumed: very ‘well regarded out ot WYNN MUSICAL $14,000 


town; opens tonight (Wednesday), | 
premiere being $8.80 top. 

‘Jupiter Laughs,’ Biltmore (D-991; | 
$3.30). Presented by Bernard Klaw- 
ans for Warners; written by Dr. A. J.! 
Cronin; emanates from England; | 
opened Monday (9). 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (44th! 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Not mate- 
rially off from previous week; at- 








‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial | 
(15th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). 


town. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music | 
Box (47th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). | 
Held to goodly takings and with few | 
straight plays in sight should last! 
well into fall period; around $16,000. | 

‘Separate Reoms,’ Plymouth (24th | 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Another | 
laugh show that should stick for 
some time; approximated $9,500 
which means very good profit. 

‘There Shali Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(D-1,434; $3.30). Resumed Monday 
(9) after playing 15 weeks through | 
spring; is slated to play another 
eight weeks before touring; last sea- 
son’s outstanding drama. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (279th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Still unde- 

ided about staying but will play as 
ong as operating profit is earned; 
around $5,000. 

REVIVAL 


‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (ist week) | 
(CD-865; $3.30). Opened Tuesday 
(3) of last week and attendance first | 
seven times indicated it will tarry; 
nearly $10,000. 

ADDED 

‘Sim Bala Bim,’ Morosco (939; 
$2.75). Harry A. Jensen, who has 
presented magic shows abroad, en- 
tered legit list Monday (9) with 
similar type of performance; in addi- 
tion to his odd billing, there are girls | 
in the performance. 





| 


Harrington, Hyers Set 
For DeSylva Musical; | 
From Club 18 to Legit 





Pat Harrington and Frankie Hy- | 
ers of Club 18, N. Y., have been en- 
gaged for ‘Panama Hattie,’ new 
Broadway musical being readied by | 
Buddy DeSylva. It is the third time 
that one or more of the night spot’s 
trio of adlibbers have gone into le- | 
git. Last season, Harrington, also 
known as the troubadour of the 
West Side, was in ‘Ladies and Gen- 
tleman’ (Helen Hayes), while Jack 
White stepped into ‘I Must Love 
Someone,’ which had a succession of 
femme leads and comics. 

‘Hattie,’ which stars Ethel Mer- 
man, hits the road for tryouts be- 
fore coming to the 46th Street to 
succeed ‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ and 
White is already carrying the torch 
for his fellow cracksters. It will be | 
the first legiter for Hyers, former | 
vaudevillian, but during rehearsals 
DeSylva is said to have expressed 
satisfaction over his ‘finds,’ especial- 
ly in scenes with Rags Ragland, an- 
other newcomer to musical comedy, 
although he was in the ‘Follies’ at 
the San Francisco Fair last season. | 
Ragland is from burlesque. 

One evening last week, 2l-year- 
old Arnold Grayson, who is seven 
feet, two inches high and weighs 300 
pounds net, walked into the 18 and 
all but broke up the performance, | 
The trio climbed all over the kid, 
who went to Clemson college and 
admits he was disappointed because 
they wouldn’t let him play quarter- 
back. Grayson was in ‘The Little 
Dog Laughed,’ playing the part of 
a giant. Show only lasted two 
weeks and after he joined Equity | 
found he owed himself money. | 








st week Coast British Players 


sixth week with Noel Coward’s ‘To- 
night at 8:30’ plays at El Capitan, 
final week for the current setup. 
‘Charlot’s Revue’ comes in under 
same auspices Sept. 20. Relief fund 
was benefited last week to tune of 
approximately $13,000. 


| tract fair patronage to Music Box 
‘Hold On te Your Hats,’ Shubert theatre to which it recently moved. 


gether’ really got the lid off the legit 
season this year when it preemed 
Wednesday (4) night. + : 
: : five performances it ied nearly 
tendance capacity after first night of | $14 000, with increasing interest after 
last week and rated close to $18,000.| rave notices. 


Get- | (Monday) at the Wilbur with Harry 
ting more than credited with; for | Wagstaff Gribble presenting the new 
second consecutive week the gross| Elmer Harris play, already sampled 
‘topped $34,000; still biggest thing in | in summer theatre. 


‘Skylark,’ Split-Wk. 914G 


| for title assignment in ‘Your Pal Joey’. 


| few years later. 


‘Autumn Crocus’ (road)—Frank 
McCoy. 
Gilbert and Sullivan Rep.—Her- 


man Levin. 


‘GIRLS’ SMASH 
186 IN CHI 
OPENING 


Chicago, Sept. 10. 

Business was great over the Labor 
Day weekend, but then slipped off 
towards the end of the _ session. 
George Abbott got a great break on 
the getaway of ‘Too Many Girls’ 
with its opening on Saturday (31) 
getting away big. Show is ticketed 
to stay around through the month, 
with ‘Meet the People’ due into the 
Grand from the Coast Oct. 6. 

Selwyn relighted last night (Mon- 
day) with ‘Male Animal.’ The Har- 
ris will get going on Sept. 30 with 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ as the first of 
the American Theatre Society sub- 
scription series. : " 

‘Life With Father’ continues bril- 
liantly at the Blackstone. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 





Net $14,000 For Rehief 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
British war relief entered into its 





‘Meet the People’ continues to at- 








IN 1ST 5 HUB SHOWINGS 


Boston, Sept. 10. 
Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls To- 





For the first 


‘Johnny Belinda’ opened last night 





Portland, Ore., Sept. 10. 
Gertrude Lawrence took the town 





by storm last week in ‘Skylark.’ (29th week) (1,200; $2.75). Came 
Three nights and one matinee at the | through in great style again, though 
|Mayfair (Sept. 2, 3, 4) grossing | somewhat off at nearly $16,000. 


| “Too Many Girls,” Grand (lst week) 


Miss Lawrence spent much of her | (1,300; $3.30). On 


spare time working for the British | week got $18,000, most of it over the 
War Relief. 


| Labor Day weekend. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Through her personal manager, Ina Claire has cleared up several details 
in connection with her summer stock appearances in ‘Biography.’ When 
she appeared at Matunuck, R. I, star was out for one performance and a 








salary deduction was made, management taking out one-eighth instead of | 


Claim was filed 


one-tenth: 10 performances are permissible in stock. 
the over- 


through Equity and $25 was collected for Miss Claire, that being 
age on the deduction. 

When Miss Claire’s representative called at Equity, he asked that she be 
paid the fare between New York and Maplewood, N. J., where she re- 
cently appeared. It was a matter of 70c. Ordinarily she would not have 
given such a minor item any attention, but it was allowable under the 
rules. Maplewood management stated that Miss Claire received $1,500 for 
her appearance there in ‘Biography’ and did not consider the small amount 


| of the fare was worth the star’s attention. She made the trip daily to and | House, will only play a single week 
fro in her car. Five members of the company received an allowance of | 


55c, cost of a day’s round trip, the larger amount being for a week’s round- 
trip ticket. 


A leading candidate for the role of the dancer in “Time of Your Life’ | 


when William Saroyan play reopens on Broadway prior to hitting the road 
is Fred Kelly, kid brother of Gene Kelly, who originated the part. Latter 
is unavailable this season, having already been signed by George Abbott 
Both Kellys hail from Pittsburgh, 
where they have operated a dance studio for years, and their careers have 
also run parallel. Gene, while an undergraduate at the U. of Pitt, starred 
in and staged the dances for several Cap and Gown shows. So did Fred a 
Older brother then went into and routined a Pittsburgh 
Piayhouse revue in 1938, with Fred doing the same thing this season. 

Younger Kelly is without previous acting experience and was merely 
suggested by Gene to Theatre Guild officials and Eddie Dowling, who are 
said to be favorably impressed with youngster’s ability. With ‘Joey’ re- 
hearsals off until November, Gene Kelly meantime will direct dances for 
new Broadway version of ‘Two Weeks With Pay’. He did a similar chore 
for musical when it was tried out at White Plains, N. Y., this summer. 





When casting was being made for ‘Something About a Soldier,’ a Wil- | 
liam Saroyan play which was tried at New Hope, Pa., last week, Louis | 


Calhern was suggested for a part. The tall actor had 
about that. 
declined to appear, venturing the opinion that the story was ‘too cock- 
eyed.’ Play drew mixed opinions, but may reach Broadway during the 


season. 


something to say 


There is a play going the rounds, central character of which is said to 
be based on Saroyan as an individual. It is called ‘Five Alarm Waltz,’ 
those who read the script saying it has distinctly lurid dialog. 





Will of attorney Max D. Steuer, who recently died, was filed for probate 
last week, when it was revealed that he had created a trust fund of 
$5,000,000 for his widow and children. She receives $5,000 monthly, while 
the others get $2,000 monthly each. One son is Aaron Steuer, justice of 


| the N. Y. supreme court. 


Steuer knew any number of people in the stage and managerial ranks, 
and because of his fondness for the profession, it was expected that he 
would make a bequest to the Actors Fund. Few if any charities were 
mentioned in the will. He evidently depended on the widow to take care 
of such benefactions. Steuer figured in some theatrical cases, but his fee 
was usually so large that most of his practice was in other fields, One of 
his closest friends on Broadway was A. H. Woods. 





‘Lady After Dark,’ the Moss Hart-Kurt Weill-Ira Gershwin play with 
music, starring Gertrude Lawrence, will cost over $100,000 to mount and 
will entail at least six weeks’ rehearsals, because of the weighty produc- 
tion. Sam Harris is presenting but reported that Hart is putting up almost 
all of the bankroll. Show is due to start rehearsing Dec. 1, which means 
the planned Dec. 24 premiere in Boston will be set back until after the 
first of the year. 


eight-day first | 


He asked what the play was about, and when he was apprised, | 


Calhern is to play the male lead in the Boston company of ‘Life | 
| With Father,’ which first plays Baltimore, due there Sept. 23. 


LOSES 2 MOTIONS ON 
PLAY RIGHTS’ BREACH 


Hollywood Plays, Ine, was the 
loser in two breach of contract mo- 
tions decided Wednesday (4) by N. Y. 
supheme court justice Peter M. 
Schmuck. Winner of the prelim- 
inaries was Selwyn & Co., plaintiff. 
Motions deny the request of Holly- 
wood Plays to grant it summary 
judgment, finding triable issues in 
the complaint, and orders the ex- 
amination before trial of Joseph J. 
Schwebel, president of Hollywood 
Plays, on Sept. 12. 

Complaint alleges that on June 2, 
1915, Selwyn entered into a contract 
with Avery Hopgood whereby it was 
to receive 50% of the net royalties 
received from the film sales of the 
play, ‘Fair and Warmer,’ whose orig- 
inal rights are held by the defend- 
ant. It is claimed that Hollywood 
Plays is the successor to Hopgood, 
and that the film righis had been 
sold to a German company for $6,- 
500 several years ago. Half that sum 
is asked by the plaintiff. The de- 
fendant’s answer consists of a gen- 
eral denial and a counter-claim. This 
asserts that in another contract en- 
tered into with Hopgood the latter 
was to receive 50% of any film sale 
on the play, ‘Our Little Wife,’ which, 
it is asserted, was sold between 1919 
and 1922 to the Goldwyn Picture 
Corp. for $2,500. One-half of that 
sum plus interest is sought. 


JOLSON - ‘HATS’ 
SMASH 326 
IN PHILLY 











Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
| Although legit biz and prospects 
|of continued biz are _ favorable, 

Philly has already lapsed into the 
| open-a-week, shut-a-week class that 
has characterized it for the last sey- 
eral seasons. Reason is that most 
managers are apparently afraid of 
actual tryouts here. 

Al Jolson’s ‘Hold on to Your Hats’ 
did two highly satisfactory weeks at 
|the Forrest, smash $32,000 for last, 

but preferred hopping immediately 
|to Broadway in view of its current 
show shortage to holding for a third 
| here. Accordingly house is dark this 
| week, relighting with Ed Wynn’s 
| ‘Boys and Girls Together’ next Mon- 
|day night (16). The Wynn musical 
piece stays two weeks and makes 
}room for ‘The Philadelphia Story.’ 
| Katharine Hepburn vehicle which 
did two capacity weeks at start of 
its career two years ago at the now- 
{defunct Chestnut treet Opera 





on return, 
| The Locust relighted last night 





(Monday) with the new ‘Pins and 
| Needles’ revue, which has a two-| 
| week date, 


BERLIN-DESYLVA PLAN | 


PLAY AS B’WAY MUSICAL. 





| Irving Berlin and B. G. DeSylva 
have bought for fall prodvction on 
Broadway, through Audrey Wood of 
| the Leibling-Wood Agency, play 
| titled ‘Ring of the Virgin,’ which 
| they plan to make into a musical. 
Authors are Steve Bekissi and 
| Andrea Solt. 


Current Roadshows 


(Week of Sept. 9) 





‘Boys and Girls Together 
Wynn j—Shubert, Boston. 

‘Johnny Belinda’—Wilbur, Boston. 
| ‘Ladies in Retirement (Flora Rob- 
| son)j—‘Curran, San Francisco, 
‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish, 
Percy Waram)-——Blackstone, Chicago. 
| 


(Ed 


‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—McCarter, Princeton (14). 

‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Came to Dinner’ 
Webb )—Cass, Detroit. 


(Clifton 


‘Meet the People’—Geary, San 
Francisco. 
‘Meet the People’—Music Box, 
Hollywood. 


‘Mulatio’--Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. 

‘Pins and Needles’—Locust, Phil- | 
adelphia. 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Auditorium, Denver (9-10); Arcadia, 
Wichita (12); Municipal auditorium, 
Kansas City (13-14). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Majestic, Brooklyn. 

‘Too Many Girls’\—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago 








LATEST START 
IN YEARS FOR 
PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 
Looks like the latest legit start 
here in years this season, with noth. 


ing definitely set until Nov 4, when 
‘Too Many Girls’ is booked for the 
Nixon. However, Harry Brown, 
house’s veteran manager, expects 
something before that, although not 
until mid-October at least. 

Nixon has in the past always 
swung into action around the middle 
of September, usually with a tryout, 
but few new shows are being tested 
so far and there’s a scarcity of tour. 
ing attractions, too, making pros. 
pects pretty dark. Even the Ameri. 
can Theatre Society is facing diffi. 
culties, with ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ 
previously announced, closing tour 
prematurely, leaving no Pittsburgh 
date. 

Brown left for New York over the 
weekend to confer with United 
Booking Office and hopes to slip in 
a couple of October shows before 
what he hopes will be the start of a 
steady barrage the following month. 
House has been closed now since 
first week in May. 








‘Read’ Keturns to St. Louis 


St. Louis, Sept. 10. 

Two-week stand of ‘Tobacco Road’ 
which has been here seven times 
previously, will usher in the legit 
season at the American theatre Sun- 
day (22). Official opening of the 
geason for the Playgoers of St. Louis, 
civic body formed to guarantee prof- 
itable runs of New York shows, will 
be Oct. 6, when ‘Too Many Girls’ will 
open for one week. Other pieces 
skedded for local showing are ‘Sky- 
lark,’ ‘Little Foxes’ and an extended 
run of ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner.’ 

Tentative bookings for November 
include ‘The. Fifth Column,’ ‘The 
Philadelphia Story,’ ‘The Male Ani- 
mal’ and ‘Time of Your Life.’ Paul 
Beisman, manager of the American, 
also expects to present ‘Life With 
Father,’ ‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘There Shall 
Be No Night,’ ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 
a new edition of ‘Pins and Needles? 
‘Shanghai Gesture,’ ‘Louisiana Pure 
chase,’ ‘Lady in Waiting’ and ‘Sepa- 
rate Rooms.’ Playgoers start next 
season with 800 members and drive 
is continuing for a total of 1,500. 


Control of N. Y. Lyceum 
With 5 Others Realizes 
Diehl’s Long-Time Wish 


The reconditioning and acquisition 
of the Lyceum, N. Y., is the realiza- 
tion of a stagehand’s dream. Fort 
five years Otto Diehl, chief electrician 
for Sam H. Harris, eyed the theatre 
as an attractive realty proposition in 
addition to its advantageous location 
east of Broadway on West 45th street. 
When Harris and a coterie of au- 
thors and managers, plus Diehi, 
finally obtained possession of the 
property, it was regarded by insiders 
as a unique transaction. 

Diehl was associated with the late 
Spencer Bettleheim, assistant treas- 
urer of Harris’ Music Box on the 
next block, in operating the Lyceum. 
They had the house under lease with 


| varying success for about three years. 


Bettleheim suicided in his office on 
the 46th street side of the building 
after destroying all personal records. 
No explanation was ever satisfac- 
torily given for the deed, for he was 
comfortably fixed financially. 

But while the lease on the house 
was allowed to expire, Diehl per- 
sisted in his original idea that the 
theatre was a good realty investment. 
He interested Harris, who formed a 
group to join him in buying the 
property, others being George S. 
Kaufman, Moss Hart, Marcus Heiman 
and Max Gordun. Diehl also has an 
interest but retains his post back- 
stage at the Music Box with ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 

Financial end of the deal did not 
involve a large sum comparatively. 
Lyceum was purchased for $230,000, 
bank holding a mortgage of $209,000. 
Around $35,000 was spent on deco- 
rating and for interior changes, so 
that the total expenditure was $65,- 
000. Previous asking price for the 
property was $245,000, while the as 
sessed valuation is considergfbly 
higher, ‘a 
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SHOW DEARTH ON B’WA 





— 


Le 


Barnyard Echoes 





The vagaries of summer stock are numerous, some strange, eomic 


stories emanating from the sticks. 


One of the laughable events happened at Long Beach, L. I., where 


shows were acted in the open air 


the actors playing to audience from four sides. 


at the boxing arena, sans settings, 
Rain cancelled a per- 


formance of ‘Sailor Beware,’ but the management's attempt to deduct 


one-10th of the salaries was nixed 


by Equity. 


It rained the next evening, too, and the front of the house decided 


to make the actors appear anyway. 


shielding himself with an umbrella. 


paper over her head. Frances Com 


and red dye came off on her light coat. 


One play went on with one actor 

An actress worked with news- 
stock of the cast sat on a wet divan 
She filed a claim for $20 and 


the management paid off, coat now being on exhibition at Equity’s 


office. 


Another claim over avsmall amount concerned the appearance of an 


actress in ‘Our Town,’ played in a 


number of hideaways. She item- 


ized a bill for $5.25 for purchasing a veil and other accessories for the 


part of the bride, but later she mad 


e out another bill that amounted to 


$6.10. Both were turned over to Equity, but while there was a dispute 


over the disparity, the larger sum 











was paid the actress. 





- 





Touring Package Show Experiment 
N.G. at Strawhat B.0. This Summer; 


Names Pay Demands a Major Beef 


|musicals, will be the first standouts 


| 

Package touring shows, tried for | 
the first time in the strawhat cir-| 
cuit this summer, were generally 
regarded as an unsuccessful experi- 
ment, at least for the majority of 
theatre managements. They proved | 
a profitable arrangement.for the | 
stars involved, however. 

Trouble in most cases was that the | 
expense involved was too steep for | 
the hayloft theatres. In addition to! 
salaries and various other outlays | 
included in the package price, the | 
booking of such shows involved pay- | 
ing off members of the resident} 
strawhat companies. Latter merely | 
sat around without working. 

Nut for the average touring pack- | 
age show was $2,500 to $3,500. That | 
didn’t allow enough margin for the} 
theatres, most of which have limited | 
seating capacity and, at strawhat| 
scales, could gross a maximum of} 
Only about $4,000. Spots with large | 
seating capacities, say of 700 or more, 
reported making nice profits on the 
package shows. But few strawhats 
have capacities of more than 400 or 
500 seats. 

Of all the package presentations, 


Tallulah Bankhead in ‘The Second 
Mrs. Tanqueray’ is reported to have 
drawn the biggest grosses Other 
touring units included Ethel Barry- 
more in ‘School for Scandal,’ Jane 


Cowl in ‘Captain Brassbound’s Con- 


(Continued on page 44) 


‘COLUMN’ RETURN OFF; 


TONE SETTLES PACT 


Resumed date of ‘The Fifth Col- 
umn’ on Broadway and a projected 
four have been cancellec by the 
Theatre Guild. The Theatre Guild ex- 
plains 


that Franchot Tone, who | 
headed the cast, made a financial 
arrangement with the Guild where- 
by his 


contract was also cancelled. 
War drama had a fair Broadway en- 
Sagement last season, opening at the 
Alvin, N. Y., and moving to the 
Broadhurst, date ending when Tone 
contracted a throat ailment, accord- 
ing to reports. 

It was figured that the withdrawal 
ot ‘Column’ and the closing of ‘La- 
dies in Retirement’ might embarrass 
the Guild in its out-of-town sub- 


scription schedule, but the situation | 


8 virtually cleared, ‘Ladies,’ after 


a Broadway run, was presented by | 


Gilbert Miller and was recently sent 
to the Coast to start a tour that 
would include the Guild subscrip- 
tion dates. English meller got a 
800d Coast press but little business 
and Miller ordered it off. 


Guild has Since secured the road 


— to ‘Ladies’ and it will play 
€ subscription time at least. There 


are only several cities which are 
enacted to get six attractions 
om the Guild per season and un- 


derstood that its out-of-town com- 


aemente have now been arranged 





Clift’s Face Cut by Glass 








| 


| 








QUALITY PLAY Restrictions on Ticket Sale Blamed 


By Big Ticket Agencies for $10,000 
LO ete ee 





Musicals, With Jolson-‘Hats,’ 
Wynn-‘Boys and Girls’ 
Leading Click Prospects, 
Have Distinct Edge Over 
Straight Presentations — 
Production Slowly De- 
veloping — ‘Worthwhile’ 
Scripts Stir Controversy 
Among Managers 











WEATHER A FACTOR 


———s 


Broadway's new season is on, with 
musical shows again having a dis- 
tinct edge over straight shows so 
far as advance click chances are fig- | 
ured. Production activity is but! 
slowly developing and the anticipa- | 
tion of a more-active September has | 
failed to materialize. Looks fairly 
definite that ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ 
and ‘Boys and Girls Together,’ both | 








of the fall. They bring back Al| 


Jolson and Ed Wynn, respectively. | 


As Pop Bottle Explodes There are no definite plans for cur- | 


Montgomery Clift, juvenile’ in 


| 


| 
| 


rent musicals leaving town. 
One of the most experienced show- 


‘There Shall Be No Night,’ at the men emphasizes that the the paucity | 


Alvin, N. Y., received cuts about the 


as he was Opening it. Accident oc- 


|face from glass splinters last week | cipal 
when a bottle of sodapop exploded | tions, 


of worthwhile scripts is the prin-| 


factor in delaying presenta- | 
} 


Some seasons back  producers| 





Dinehart ‘Surprised’ 


At 200th for ‘Rooms’ | 


‘Separate Rooms’ will celebrate its 
200th performance in New York to- 
night (Wednesday). Show, which 
opened at the Maxine Elliott, moved 
to the Mansfield and spanned the 
summer at the Plymouth. Comment- 
ing on the length of the engagement, 
Alan Dinehart, who is in on the show 
and plays a lead, piped: 

‘None are more surprised than we’ 
—meaning the other players. 

‘Rooms’ was called ‘Thanks for My 


| Wife’ on the Coast. 





PRODUCERS AT 


ODDS, SNARL 
‘BANGTAILS 


Future activity of the Boyar As- 





sociates, new production group which | 


tried out ‘Bangtails’ at Atlantie City 


curred in Connecticut, where he was/| were active during the summer, not| recently, then called it in for re- 


staying while the show layed off. 


|only with new shows but road com-| pairs, appears to be in doubt. 


At first it was feared Clift might | panies, but the road has declined to! 


not be able to go back into ‘Night’ 
when it reopened Monday night (9), 


but his injuries were not as serious) yseq to be alive with actors dur- 


as first thought. 


EQUITY VOTES 
ON PAY BOOST, 
SUNDAYS 


Equity this week took action on 
two questions that have long aroused 


agitation. Council voted yesterday 


|such a degree that it is far less im- | 


portant than heretofore. Broadway | 
ing summer. Nowadays they hi-| 
bernate in the sticks in summer 
stocks, waiting calls from agents. 
Quality Stirs Controversy 

Matter of quality in scripts is a 
controversial one among managers. 
Some who carefully watch reports | 
from play-readers are of the opin-| 


lion that scripts going the rounds 
are better than ever. A few show- 
men have rigorous rules in consid- 


(Tuesday) to boost the salary mini- | 


mum to $50 a week, and also passed 
| along to the quarterly meeting Sept. 


|27 the matter of Sunday perform- 
ances. It was recommended that the 
Sunday-performance issue be sub- 


mitted to a referendum. 

The $50 minimum ruling becomes 
|effective Dec. 1, all contracts as of 
ithat date being subject to “the in- 
|ecreased rate. Contracts under the 
lold scale will remain as before. 
Council also raised the initiation fee 
| from $50 to $100, effective Dec. 1. 

In referring the Sunday perform- 


ering production, and managers who 

aim for modest-cast production ap- 

pear to be the most insistent com- 
(Continued on page 44) 


2 SHUBERT MUSICALS 
SKEDDED FOR B’WAY 


On the Shuberts’ 
schedule for this autumn are two 
musicals, ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ and “The 
Gentleman in Dress Ciothes.’ Both 
will be under the supervision of J. 
J. Shubert, indicating a change in- 
side the Shubert office. Heretofore, 
the ‘Follies’ was handled by Lee, 
with Harry Kaufman as general ad- 
visory and directional aide ‘Dress 
Clothes’ has been mentioned by the 


production 


ance issue to the quarterly meeting | outfit for some time It has a South 
the council recommended that the American locale 

meeting submit the question to a Harry Revel has been engaged to 
referendum vote. and stated that the | compose the tunes for both produc- 
body would at that time recommend | tion He will team with Mort 
| passage of the measure by the mem- | Greene, also from the Coast, latte 
bership. Under the ruling proposed | to contribute the lyrics. 

by the council, Sunday perform Several plays. tried in the 

| ances would be okaved in New York | hats are also being mulled by the 
for a trial period extending until | Shuberts. 


next June 1. Both the raised mini- 
/mum and the Sunday performance 
|questions will be discussed in a 
| meeting between council representa- 
| tives and the League of New York 
| Theatres tomorrow (Thursday )}. 


Brentano Sets Picture 
People for B’way Play 


10 
town lining 
Broadway 


Angeles, Sept 


Is 


Los 
Felix Brentano 
up film names for a 
showing of ‘The Red Pencil,’ 
play by Laszlo Fodor. 
Brentano recently produced “The 
| Bartered Bride’ at the Central City 
'Col., festival. 


1) 


| 


AT 
} aN’. 


stage | 


MANIPULATING THE CARDS 


Raises Pinochle Point in I1.A. Beef 
Reply 

Because they had to work in the 
basement of the theztre to handle 
the maze of props for Dante’s magic 
show, Sala Bim, the stage- 
hands were beefing before the open- 
ing Monday night (9) at the Morosco, 
Y. Finally a union delegate ap- 
peared and informed the magician 
he would have to hire another deck- 
hand. 

Dante 


‘Sim 


squelched the idea, how- 


ever, by pointing out that the stage- 
hands shouldn’t mind working below 
| stairs ‘because they're nearer the 
| pinochle game there.’ 


| He 


| ported 


In- 


ternal dissension developed, when | 


the show opened there, among most 


| of the seven showmen in the group, 


which was formed by Ben Boyar, 
formerly general manager for Max 
Gordon. 

Before the play opened it was 
realized that the script was in need 
of rewriting, but ‘Bangtails’ went on 
without the revisions. Understood 
that Henry Misrock and Sol Rosen, 
who wrote the comedy, not only 
failed to make the script changes, 
but declined to let anyone else work 
on it. Generally conceded that 

3angtails’ is a good piece of prop- 
erty provided revisions are made. 

Dissatisfaction among the _ asso- 
ciates is indicated by the calling of 
a meeting almost every day last 
week, but none attended. As a result 
progress on getting the show on the 
boards again has been stymied. Un- 
derstood the production and operat- 
ing outlays represent around $20,000. 

Hugh O’Connell, who came from 
the Coast to play the lead in ‘Bang- 
will probably not appear in 
the cast should the comedy relight. 
is mentioned for ‘Second Help- 
ing,’ in which Emil Friedlander, of 
Dazian’s, is interested, along with 
another play or two. Friedlander is 
one of the Boyar group, but whether 


atils,’ 


he will remain is not certain. Oth- 
ers are Max A. Cohen, T. B. Mc- 
Donald, Rudolph Adler, Mac and 


Henry Weiss and Andrew Geoly. 


‘Grass’ Return Looks 


Mowed Down for Good 


‘Keep Off the Grass,’ which opened 
early in the summer, then suspend- 
ed after playing to mild business for 
six weeks, appears to be cold, Revue 
was supposed to relight at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y., the middle of Au- 
gust. Date was then made indefinite, 


_with the management claiming the 


delay was due to Jimmy Durante’s 
indecision about returning from the 
Coast. Other name players are re- 
seeking other engagements, 
while choristers who were under 
contract obtained releases and joined 
various musicals. 


Broadhurst is definitely dated to 
house Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls 
Together,’ due Oct. 1. Theatre is 


directly next to the Shubert, where 
Al Jolson in ‘Hold on to Your Hats’ 
opens tonight. 


Claims that the operation of bi 
ticket agencies has become a hazard 
ous business im recent seasons ig 
supported by the fact that such en- 
terprises are reportedly running wp- 
ward of $10,000 in the red annually. 
Restrictions placed on the sale of 
tickets handled by the brokers is 
blamed for the situation. The smaller 
agencies are able to make a net 
profit because of low overhead. 





Another, and doubtlessly the prin- 


| cipal reason why the large outfits 


j}have not been making coin, lies in 
|the limited number of tickets they 
|are able to obtain. There are too 
|many agencies for the number of 
shows on Broadway even during the 
height of the season, 


Must Maintain Staffs 


Big agencies must maintain their 
| staffs virtually all year round be- 
|cause of their many personal ac- 
| counts and contacts. Big month of 
the season for the brokers is No- 
vember, while business at the holi- 
days ard through the winter is us- 
ually quite profitable, but, it is ex- 
plained, the losses during the sum- 
mer more than consume the mid- 
season net. Small agencies save in 
the matter of rent and most of them 
operate their own offices or stores, 
with small employe outlay. 

The leading brokers have an op- 

erating surplus, which explains how 
the losses are taken care of, but they 
cannot continue indefinitely unless 
|conditions and business improve. 
While a group is contesting the le- 
| gality of the Mitchell law limiting 
premiums to 75c. on tickets for all 
, types of attractions, all are con- 
cerned over the result, which may 
not become final until ruled upon by 
the U. S. Supreme Court, where 
there is a precedent which ruled out 
limiting ticket prices. Sporting 
events have particularly been an 
occasional source of excellent reve- 
nue for most agencies. 


Leblang Shakeup 

There was a shakeup in the Le- 
blang-Postal ticket agency last week, 
Mrs. Tillie: Leblang Jasie again bee 
coming president. Widow of the 
ticket magnate held that post orlg- 
inally, but Matty Zimmerman had 
the presidency for about a year. Etta 
Leblang Samilson, a daughter, was 





made treasurer, which office was 
handled by Joey Keith, a nephew, 
for some years. Both Zimmerman 


and Keith remain as vice-presidents, 
former being general manager and 
the latter in charge of the premium 
ticket department. 

It's understood that the changes 
were made at the direction of Solo- 
mon Fillen of the N. Y. State Bank- 
ing Department, who is virtually the 

| receiver of the Leblang agency. The 
late Joe Leblang headed the Amer- 
ican Union Bank, now defunct. 
When the beak suspended he became 
liable for $1,000,000, and that amount 
was saddled upon the estate, prin- 
cipal asset being the ticket agency. 
lad it not been for the bank’s realty 
losses the Leblang agency would 
have had a surplus of $2,000,000. 

Changed setup of the agency was 

accompanied by the dismissal of 


three employles, but there were no 
salary reductions and all the ex- 
perienced ticket sellers have been 
retained. 


Dot Hall Back te B’way 
As ‘Beverly Hilis’ Lead 


Dorothy Hall is due back on Broad- 
way this fall, being mentioned for a 
lead in ‘Beverly Hills,’ which is to 
be presented by Otto L. Preminger. 
Others slated for the cast are Betty 
Lawford and Enid Markey. Play is 
a comedy about Hollywood writers, 
authors being Lynn Starling and 
Howard J. Green. 

Miss Hall’s last Main Stem appear- 
ance wes in ‘Behind Red Lights,” in 





which she was featured. Aldrich 
& Myers are believed to be silent 
partners in the ‘Hills’ presentation 
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Play Out of Town 


medical missionaries who knew Mary 
can he have surcease. 

It is claimed that the script read 
better than it played, but that is 
open to a difference of opinion. 





Boys And Girls Together 


Boston, Sept. 4. 


Revue presented by and starring Ed 
Wynn; features The De Marcos, Jane | 
Pickens and Dave Apollon; book, Ed Wynn 
and Pat C. Flick; music, Sammy Fain; | 
lyrics, Jack Yellen and Irving Kahal; | 
choreography, Albertina Rasch; scenes de- 
gigned and executed by Oden Waller; cos- 
tumes designed by Irene Sharaff, executed 
by Veronica; hats, John Fredericks; or- 
chestrations, Hans Spialek; additional are | 
Tangements, Russell Bennett and Don 
Walker; musical director, John McManus; 
at Shubert theatre, Boston, Sept. 4, ‘40; 
$3.30 top. 

Principals: 
Walter Long, 
The Six Willys, Jack Connover, Jerry | 
Cooper, Sally Craven, Dorothy Koster, Dot 
and Dick Remy, Lucienne and Ashour, 

orence Foster, Alice Dory, Carolyn 
sates Al Valenti, The Wynnsome Dancing 
Girls (17), The Cocktail Hour Girls (5). 











This is a smash hit. Ed Wynn is 
at his best as the intimate m.c. steer- 
ing a string of socko acts through 
three and a half hours of solid en- 
tertainment. The tough job will be | 

utting at least- 30 minutes and) 
ose up the rest. 

Most newsworthy is that ‘Boys 
and Girls’ reveals a new and better 





Ed Wynn. The ‘Perfect Fool’ has | 
toned down for this revue. He’s | 
less ‘foolish’ and more funny. On| 


opening night he was a laugh-a- 
minute with his seeming adlibbing 
and joshing about the show’s minor 


mishaps. It’s doubtful that he ever 
co a better performance. 
rom the very opening, when he 


steps out of a trunk to explain that 
he’s got a different show, he has 
‘em hanging onto every quip and 
gesture, until the barrage of curtain 
¢alls at the finale. : 

Wynn pulls some nifties out of his 
bag of tricks, and the best is his 
laying a piano (custom-built on a 
Gide gear) with Jane Pickens 
singing atop the piano while Wynn 
pedals the rig back and forth in 
rhythm to her song. In another 
scene he goes in for hokum trick 
shooting and the draping of show- 
girls in fabrics. And there are plenty 
more clever comedy touches that 
he delight the old and new Wynn 
ans. 

Costumes by Irene Sharaff and sets | 
by Oden Waller get gasps all the | 
way and give the show a richness | 

nd class that have not been seen | 

ere in many a season. Choreog- | 
raphy by Albertina Rasch is also 
something to talk about, and the} 
number that will stir the most gab | 
is her very smart and novel idea of 
combining all types of dancing 
which run simultaneously in a satire 
on a Broadway rehearsal hall. 

The DeMarcos, a rare sight in 
these parts, stop everything when- 
ever they appear—and they dance 
often, in a gamut of moods and rou- 
tines, each a model of perfection in 
grace and skill. 

Miss Pickens sells her songs in 
clicko manner and also proves her- 
self an able trouper with Wynn in 
the incidental funny biz he weaves 
into the introduction. ‘“Tschaikow- 
sky’ shows off her voice in classical 
passages, as does an operatic comedy 

araphrasing of ‘Liable to Catch On.’ 

er swingy tune is ‘Catsup on the 
Moon,’ one of the better songs of the 
show. Best bet is ‘I Want to Live,’ 
sung by Jerry Cooper, who also 
duets with Miss Pickens in ‘Such 
Stuff as Dreams Are Made Of.’ The 
finale number, “The Sun Will Be Up 
in the Morning,’ sounds catchy. 

Dave Apollon, topbilled with Miss 
Pickens and the DeMarcos, was lost 
at the preem in a bit of vodka hoof- 
ing in the first act, but showed up 
in the second stanza for a flock of 
bows on his mandolin playing. 

Wynn draws well and wisely on 
vaude talent, and that is one big 
reason why ‘Boys and Girls’ should 
stay together for a long run. The 


ss 
| ~ 

















, LaVarre brothers sock over early in 
| slow, comedy risley, which ultimate- 


good 
| Tossing clubs and hoops, this troupe 
adds novelty to the work by acro- 
| batic embellishments. 
Lavarre Bros., Phyllis Colt, | jugglers, double-mounted with the 
Edna Sedgwick, Al Baron, | groundmen perched on ladders, fire 
away at each other with clubs for 


Edna Sedgwick, tapper, and Florence 


several numbers. 


There are medical terms with which 
the average playgoer is unfamiliar, 
especially in the first half of the 
|play. At times, too, the actors seemed 
; to mouth their words. 

Fairly good cast is seen, with Alex- 
ander Knox and Jessica Tandy play- 
{ing Venner and Mary, the leads. Miss | 
| Tandy, -vhose work in ‘The White 
| Steed’ gained attention on Broad- 
| way, makes Mary the only appealing 

character in the play Knox, a Ca- 


ly involves Wynn in a goofy twist- 
up. Lucienne and Ashour wham 
with their Apache turn. Dick and 
Det Remy, comedy acro duo, click 
in a scene with the star. 

The Six Willys, not seen around 
here before, display some group pre- 
cision juggling that should make for 
word-of-mouth advertising. | 





reading of the young scientist. 
Edith Meiser is very good as the 
sombre matron. 
a salesman for a medical product | 
house, is amusing in a mall part. 
Reginald Mason is likeable as an 
elderly doctor who sometimes utters 
sage remarks. WNancv Sheridan as 


Two pairs of 


their flashiest trick. 

Sally Craven, toe-dancer, and 
Walter Long, smooth, fast tapper, 
stand out among the specialists. 





|doctor husband are the best of the 


Foster, toe-kick, also show well in| others. Ibee. 





Other solo singers are Phyllis Colt, 
who introduces ‘Jitterbugging with 
the Young Folks’ and ‘Liable to 
Catch On,’ and Carolyn Marsh, who 
does ‘The Latin in Me.’ 

Future producers of revues may 
take a tip from Wynn and forget the 
blackouts which today rarely bat 
well. Clean comedy and ace variety 
talent are nifty substitutes, as shown 
here. 

In one of his skits Wynn clipped off 
a sample of a stair carpet and tossed 
it into the audience to prove the 
quality of the merchandise used in 
staging ‘Boys and Girls.’ Maybe it’s 
a symbol that he’s shot the works— 
but it sure looks like he’ll get it back 
—and plus. Fox. 


B’way Dearth | 








eC ONtinued from page 43 } 


-plainants. Ideal presentation is a’ 


one-scene, small-cast play, but few | 


,shows of that type have clicked in| 
recent seasons. Biggest majority of 


casts. 


important angles in delaying the 
start of the legit season. The record 
cool of August, holding over into 
early September, was unforeseen, 





but has been a real break for the 
few shows that played through the 
season, It’s contended that Broad- 
way has rarely had as few as seven 
shows in late August, which is the 
case this year. One manager claims 
no such condition has existed for 








Play on Broadway 





JUPITER LAUGHS 


nadian, better known in London than | salary demands of 
New York, gives a rather authentic | 


Charles Jordan, as | 
| erally 


the wife and Philip Tonge as her | are to blame 





|ting and are written for fairly large | 


Weather has been one of the most! 











version’ and Grace George in ‘Kind 
Lady.’ 
Grosses Below Expectations 

With grosses far below expecta- 
tions over much of the cowbarn cir- 
cuit, the theatre operators were 
wringing their hands for several 
other reasons. Complaint of many of 
the managements was of excessive 
name players. 
Explained that whereas in former 
| years stars were willing to do sum- 
mer theatre appearances for nominal 
| salary, real names this summer gen- 
demanded guarantees of 
$1,000 a week and a percentage of 
the gross. 

Managers admit they themselves 
for the 
because they built up the straw- 
bat ‘star system’ and _ educated 
|!audiences to demand names. But 
they now assert that the big time sal- 
ary demands: of the name players 


| have eaten up the chance of making 


a profit. 
explain 


Several of the managers 
that they wouldn't mind 


| gambling with the stars—either giv- 


ing flat salary or straight percent- 
age. 


| sisting on both a guarantee and 
percentage, the management has 
only an outside chance of making a 
profit. 

Guest Policy Skids 


Several of the established theatres 
which operated on a guest-star 
policy had unsuccessful seasons, 
while certain other spots, either with 
or without stars, cleaned up as well 
or, in some cases, even better than 
usual. That has lead several straw- 
hatters to declare they intend try- 
ing to do without names next season. 





more than 25 years. He blames it 
on the playwrights principally. 
Whatever the reason it is noted that | 
for once Hollywood 


Drama in three acts by Dr, A. J. Cronin; 
presented by Bernard Klawans (for War- 
ners); staged by Reginald Denham; set- 
tings, Raymond Sovey; opened at Biltmore, 
N. Y., Sept. 9 ,'40; $3.30 top. 





Dr. Richard Drewett...... Reginald Mason | tioned as blamable, although authors 
Dr. George Thorogood........ Carl Harbord , . ’ : . : 

Dr. Paul Venner...........Alexander Knox | who turned out hits are still on the 
Matron, Fanny Leeming...... Edith Meiser | Coast lots. 

me, GREP BVORE. «cccccocsetess Philip Tonge - 

a, Sane  SEMETN cscscosenense Jessica Tandy No More Gun-Beating 

ON tc bkok eek 00005560b045304008 Mary Orr * ; ™ | 
Gladys Braze............. "Nancy Sheridan |. Most managers who used to beat | 
Mbert CMVELE. ..cscascacecs Charles Jordan | the Labor Day gun by opening in| 
ee | ene Esther Mitchell | 


August have ceased to do so. For| 


one thing the real theatre crowds | 
First new play of the Broadway |\are scarce in the city during the 





is not men- | 
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season is a British importation, hav- | month, while visitors are too weary 


ing been authored by Dr. A. J. Cro- 
nin, best-selling British novelist- 
| medico, though it has not been pre- 
|sented in England as yet. It’s too 
| heavy for more than limited appeal 
|in times when lighter works figure 
ito have the call. 


‘Jupiter Laughs’ is drama with a 
few comedy interludes. Last act 
seems best probably because of its 
sentimentality and despite the ab- 
sence of the play’s most attractive 
character, wiped out by tragedy in 
the second act. 

It is set within the common, or 
living, room of an English sanato- 
rium for nervous disorders, and the 
principal characters are the staff 
physicians. There are no patients on 
view, one or two being mentioned in 
| the course of the play. Dr. Paul 
| Venner is a brilliant research work- 
|er on the verge of perfecting a sub- 
stance which through injection will 
|revitalize shattered nervous sys- 
tems. 


Venner fs moody, a genius who has 
ithe knack of gaining enmity rather 
i than friendship. He particularly wins 
the dislike of the matron whose po- 
jsition in the institution is rather 
| strange, she having the confidence 
|}of Dr. Bragg who conducts the hos- 
| pital. Venner is carrying on a dila- 
| tory affair with Bragg’s wife and the 
; matron discovers the relationship, 
| When young Dr. Mary Murray 
| joins the staff, Venner’s attention is 
|drawn to her, although his actions 
belie his affections. 
| months they declare their love. Mary 
|is about to leave for China to do 





Venner has virtually promised to go 
along, but later she agrees to stay so 
that they can be wed. Elderly Dr. 
Drewett is skeptical of their alliance, 
pointing out that incompatibility 
j} must result in a union where the 
| wife believes in religion while the 
| husband is a scientist. 

| Climax to story comes in second 
|act when a patient under treatment 
by Venner suddenly expires. The 
doctor had warned that while the 
man’s mental condition had cleared 
up under the reaction of the injec- 
| tions, he was quite ill with a weak 
|} heart. The sinister and spinsterly 
| matron contrives to have his labora- 
|tory locked. Later, she gives the 
| key to the jealous wife who attempts 
to burn his papers. Mary rushes in 
, to save the valuable formulae, there 
| iS an explosion, and she dies. 

| In the final act, when Venner is 
| recovering from a mutilated hand 
| sustained when he attempted to save 
| Mary, a medical journa] prints the 
|results of his new treatment for 
;mental disorders and the highest 
|honors are his for the acceptance. 
| Instead, Venner, brooding over the 
'death of his beloved, goes off to 


China, there to continue his research. | 


Within a few | 


r ‘ssionary work, as did her father. | 


tations. 


‘a attend shows that have no repu- 


They know what they want 


|to see before coming to New York. 


|In addition, August and early-Sep- 
war's. premieres in former years 


was a virtual succession of flops and | 
lit would appear that producers are| 
|more wary of showing their wares | 
during a period when the chances} 


are least advantageous. 


The season 1940-41 opened last 


week with a revival, William A. 
| Brady offering Grace George (Mrs. 
|Brady) to a generally favorable 


|press and fairly good attendance. 
| The veteran argues that other show- 
|men will follow his lead by staging 
|other revivals. He is one who be 
llieves there is a greater dearth o. 
| good material than ever before. 
| Brady points out that a worthwhile 
|new play was not even discovered 
for Helen Hayes, who Is to appear 
soon in ‘Twelfth Night,” with Mau- 
rice Evans co-starring. 


Season off 


wis 


realic 


{is reauy this 


teeing this 
at the Shubert and the opening of 
‘Jupiter Laughs,” Biltmore, while 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ relights 
jat the Alvin. Added is a magic 
show, ‘Sim Bala Bim,” which opened 
at the Morosco. 

The manager - author - production 
setups are not 
more material than producers who 
say that likely materlal is not at 
ihand, but whether that {is correct 
will be evident by November when 
the season should 
stride. 








Legit Cues 








Stanley Richards and Marten 
Clarke are completing a new musi- 
cal comedy, ‘Here and There a Star.’ 
Richards, a press agent, is doing the 
book and lyrics, while Clarke, ar- 
ranger for Harry James’ band, is 
composed the score. Clarke recently 
completed a straight comedy, ‘Quan- 
tity Beach." 





Lyn Murray will 
arrangements -for ‘Panama Hattie.’ 
It’s his first legit show since ‘Swing- 
in the Dream.’ 
arranging for the Lucky Strike ‘Hit 
Parade’ and composes the  back- 
ground scores for ‘Ellery Queen.’ 








Elmer Kenyon out ahead of ‘Phil- 


He feels that only there amidst the ! adelphia Story’ tour, 


week with the $8.80 debut of ‘Hats’ | 
| Indian Neck, Bramford, both draw- 


said to have much} 


have reached its | 


Figured the principal requirement 
for success with a non-name policy 
is to build up a draw gradually on 
\the basis of smooth all-around per- 
|formance. Also to establish the 
|regular members 
company as personalities with a local 
following. Admitted that is tough 
to do, frequently taking several sea- 
sons of painstaking work. But it 
has been proved to offer the best 
chance of making a substantial profit 
over a period of years. 


Conn. Barnyard Season 


Generally a B.O. Washout 


Hartford, Conn., Sept. 10. 

Waning barnyard season has been 
pretty much a financial washout in 
Connecticut. In addition to hard- 
ships of bad weather, inability to 
get a sufficient number of top b.o. 
mames and general apathy of po- 
tential audiences, there were two 
new houses this year to siphon off 
; part of the take in this already 
| over-theatred territory. 

How thin the grosses had to be 
spread is evident from the fact that 
there were 15 houses operating 
| along and nearby the Connecticut 
| shore of Long Island Sound, plus 
| three in nearby Westchester county, 
Ps Be 
one of the Jargest number of houses 
of any area in the country of sim- 
ilar size and population. It’s esti- 


} 
} 


mated to be at least twice over- 
seated, 
New houses are at Stamford and 


| ing from 
| Bridgeport 


the New Haven and 
territory. Others de- 
pendfng on the same audience are 
|} at Westport, Milforc, Stony Creek, 
Guilford, Clinton and Ivoryton, al- 
though those from Stony Creek to 
Ivoryton get some trade from Hart- 
ford. In the Hartford territory 
proper are Litchfield, Ridgefield 
(two theatres), Bolton, Salisbury, 
Canton and Suffield. Within draw- 
ing distance in Westchester are 
| houses at Mt. Kisco, Pawling and 
White Plains. 
Ditto Next Year 

Despite the financial shellacking 
taken by most of the barns, it is 
fully expected that at least the same 
number, and perhaps more, will be 
| at it again next year. In most cases 
they are angeled by dilletantes. The 
intimacy of the whole operation is 
more enticing than the commercial- 
ism of the Big Bright Way. : 

There seem to have just as many 
visitors from New York summering 
along the shore this year as in the 





do the choral the barns this season. 


erator, burned at the cheap produc- 
He does the choral | 


| they’ve wised up to the strawhats.’ 


past but a survey of managers re- 
veals that far fewer were attending 
As one op- 


tions being staged by some of his 
competition, put it: ‘Apparently 


First-class film names were said 
by the operators to be the only b.o. 
draw that could absolutely be de- 


= upon, and these were more 


difficult to get than ever before. 


Package Shows N. 


Continued from page 43 





condition | 


But they claim that with the} 


. ame players refusing to gamble, in- 
| scripts call for more than one set- |" i re Lorene S 


of the resident | 





This gives the area probably | 


| De Sylva, the presenter. 


| the unsuccessful 











a 


Secondary film names meant virty. 
ally nothing, it was said, while legit 
toppers sometimes clicked and some. 
times didn’t. Although Tallulah 
Bankhead was surefire, Ethe! Barry. 
more was in-and-out. And when 
one of the Connecticut henhouses 
had a first-class attraction, all the 
others suffered. 

Frequency with which the barn 
theatres change hands also has hurt 
them. Most successful house of the 
lot in Connecticut is Ivoryton, which 
has been operated for 11 consecutive 
years by Milton Stiefel. 








Legit Followup 


**There Shall Be No Night’ 
Instead of becoming dated and 
losing its impact as the events it de. 
picts are crowded into the back. 
ground by current headlines, ‘There 
Shall Be No Night’ still explodes in 
the theatre with the immediacy and 
eoncussion of a bomb. At the Alvin 
N. Y., where it reopened Monday 
night (7) after several weeks’ layo 
it left the audience stunned and 
limp. The Robert E. Sherwood 
drama was overpowering when it 
opened last spring, but with the 
battle of London ringing in every 
spectator’s ears, the play is an ex. 
hausting emotional experience. 
The performance has certainly lost 
none of its edge. First few scene 














seemed a trifle hurriedly played an 
the audience giggled frequently at 
the comedy touches. But as the 


powerful second act rolls across the 
footlights it engulfs the audience 
with emotion bordering at times on 
hysteria. Alfred Lunt’s and Lynn 
Fontanne’s performances, on a 
steadily rising intensity, are unques# 
tionably the finest of their brilliant 
careers and among the greatest one 
may hope to see in a lifetime of 
playgoing. Richard Whorf, Sydney 
Greenstreet and the entire company 
play with irresistible conviction 
This devasting effect of the play 
will surely have a similar result 
when ‘Night’ goes on tour, as it's 
scheduled to do after eight weeks, 
If road audiences are not repelled 
and shocked by the show's emo- 
tional impact, it will at least have 
an increasing effect on public senti- 
ment in the U. S. Hobe, 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ 


Currently in its fourth month at 
the Imperial, N. Y., this Irving Ber’ 
lin-Morrie Ryskind musical contins 
ues to draw standees to most pere 
formances—and deservedly so. Show 
has held up unusually well for @ 
musical. Chorus has grown some- 
what careless and the dance routines 
are therefore a trifle ragged, but the 
principals do little clowning and, in 
the case of Victor Moore, actually 
seem even strer than at the opening. 
Score has also grown familiar via 
radio, several of the tunes having 
developed into hits. 

Vera Zorina’s dancing retains its 
crisp grace and, although she breaks 
up occasionally, her generally distinc- 
tive way of reading lines gives them 
intriguing values. Billy Gaxtons 
playing is even broader than before, 
most of his lines being punched 
home from downstage center, but he 
continues to supply drive to the 
whole show. Irene Bordoni retains 
her skill at putting over a song. and 
Carol Bruce also continues to build 
up her vocal numbers. Bobby Do- 





|lan’s handling of the orchestra 1s 


notable. Costumes have been kept 
in fresh condition. Entire produc- 
tion shows first-rate handling bv B. G. 
Hobe. 


e 7 _ 
Milli Monti, Producer 
Milli Monti, who recently closed in 
tryout ‘Little Dog 
Laughed,’ has been given a waiver 
by Equity to appear in a new show, 
‘Conquest in April.” Actress-singer 
is an alien and would ordinarily be 
required to wait six months before 
taking another legit engagement, but 
she is listed as co-producer of the 
new show with Louise Du Pont Car- 
penter, so the Equity okay was 
granted. 

Latter, a member of the partner- 
ship of Finch-Carpenter, which last 
season sponsored the road tour of 
‘Importance of Being Farnest,’ was 
the major backer of ‘Little Dog.’ 





’ 
Gerson’s New Spot 
Chicago, Sept. 10 

Sam Gerson, midwest manager for 
the Shuberts, has taken 
lease on the Grand Opera House and 
retains interest and supervision of 
Harris and Selwyn. 

In new house managerial 


pet sonal 


setup, 


|Abe Cohen becomes manager of the 
| Harris and Andy Case the Selwyn. 


Van Seitz named of tne 


Grand, 


manager 
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Broadway 


Mack Millar back to the Coast. 





Harry Archer sold his house at 
rt. 
—_ Astor in from Hollywood for | 
£ vacation. 


n Davis, §Sr., 
aie during the summer. 
Larry Anhalt press agenting ‘Jup- 

jter Laughs’ at the Biltmore. 
The Courtenay club, 730 Fifth ave- 
nue, in involuntary bankruptcy. ; 
Drs. Michel and Taube caring for 
very ill Fred Perry at Polyclinig, 
Arthur Swanstrom hibernating in 
country at work on a straight play. 
Harrison 
pila on a news 
a Ellis joined staff of Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble who is producing 
‘Johnny Belinda.’ 


photog-reporting 


Sally Rand did a one-time shot at 


O Keith's theatre, White Plains, 
last night (Tues.). 


Columnist Milton Berle carries a) 


pad, pencil and gag-finders, but he 
can’t typewrite. 

Harry M. Bessey, Altec Corp. 
treasurer, back in N, Y. after six 
weeks on the Coast. 

Josie Heather will appear in the 


stock showing of ‘Autumn Crocus’ | 


at Toronto next week. 

Fred Block and Lew Cantor open- 
ing the Vanity bridge club on upper 
Broadway Saturday (14). 

Waldorf, on 50th, in the Radio City 
sector, which tried it with reissues 
for a season, now for rent. 

Ann Sothern arrived in New York 


over the week-end after completing | 


her role in Metro’s ‘Duley.’ 

Jerry Seretano, 
ianist, attracting attention 
oward's grill, Long Beach. 
Hattie Silverman's fan mail, 
lowing her recent radio bit, 
sisted of touch letters, 100. 
Thelma White confined to hotel 
with sprained back and multiple 
bruises, as result of taxi accident. 


at Pat 


fol- 
con- 


Bob O'Donnell interested in Jimmy 


Webb, who won his debut fight at 


Madison Square Garden Friday (6). | 
the | 


Mike Todd is knocking on 
doors of ASCAP. He has written 
the lyrics to a tune titled ‘Juke-Box 
Serenade.’ 

Bill Norton, in white tux, and 
Charles Harris, in one of blue, vieing 
for title of best dressed manager on 
45th street. 

Louis Verneuil, French dramatist 
now in New York, has a new play 
commitment for the Shuberts. Ir- 
vin Marks set the deal. 

George Owen and Tony Parker 
take over the Torch Club on W. 52d 
in a managerial and entertaining ca- 
pacity on Friday the 13th. 

Mr. and Mrs. David O. Selznick 
and their two kids have moved in 
from their Connecticut summer home 
and are wigwamming at the Waldorf. 

Robert Stoltz composing a new 
musical for the Shuberts, to Row- 
land Leigh’s book, based on ‘To- 
night’s the Night,’ old Hungarian 
play. 

Lucille Ball, who interrupted her 
p.a. tour with Maureen O'Hara for 
a visit to N. Y. over the weekend, 
was guest of honor at the Fair Mon- 
say (9), 

ames Barton leaving Long Island 
home for Hollywood and Par's forth- 
coming ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ with 
his wife. Slated to return three 
months. 

Friends of the late O. O. McIntyre, 
including several notables, made pil- 
—— to the grave at Gallipolis, 


in 


+» Tecently. Will Hays delivered a 
memorial address. 
Lou Lifton, Monogram’s ad and 


~ head, who left for the Coast 
Monday (9), was farewelled by the 
AMPAs at a luncheon held at Toots 
Shor’s restaurant Friday (6). 

Old Villa Vallex on East 60th be- 
comes the Copacabana, under Monte 
Toser's direction, as an east side 
South American nitery. Clark Rob- 
inson presently redecorating it. 
Boo Miggins, ex-European film 
oan | for 20th-Fox, locating perma- 
ee y In aN. Y. apartment, now 
that his Hollywood holiday is over. 
Bill Morgan, his Paris aide, just re- 
turned from abroad. 
, Leon & Eddie’s Sunday night (29) 
guests’ will be L. & 8 a stunt which 
Milton Berle has devised. Berle’s 
mother will officiate as greeter at the 
oor and the comedian w ill introduce 
Leon Enken making a salad, Eddie 
avis entertaining. etc. 


Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 





Gayety bei ' _— 
naa 5 Picci opened for touring 

ue Markoff and Max Goodman 
regpening the Two O'clock Club. 

op Gruver okaying plans for 


n A 
mene re house in Glenburnie 
Swann famil : : 

strawhat v amily closing Hilltop 
headway. planning move to 
uritz Garma ; 
Wolf buila; an and Chauncey 
ing new nabe to be la- 

~— —— Uptown. a ( 
neil Gould and Alfred G. 
anderbilt Judges at Timoneum Fair 


arm Beauty Contest. 


olmes Alexander quitting job on 
me Movie Censor Board é devote 

Bin sively to writing. 
modelin eS up to his ears 
toriy ing the former legit 
™, which will emerge as 


» 


in re- 
Audi- 
2 one- 


dropped 50 


Forman clippered to Ma- | 


blind Brooklyn. 


‘floor, 1,000-seat, downtown subse- 
quent run. 

Phil Lampkin’s new tune, ‘Shmul- 
kie,’ getting considerable local plug- 
ging; ditto for Ben Cantor's ‘] Do 
Mean You,’ which he wrote with 
Jimmie Fidler. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 

Signs of coming summer around. 
German-produced picts taboo here. 
| Entertainment tax set for increase 
in South Africa. 

African Consolidated Theatres War 
Funds Concert at Alhambra, Cape 
| Town, drew smash biz. 

Temporary suspension of airmail 
service between England and South 
| Africa is affecting delivery of up-to- 
date newsreels. But what does come 
along gets a great welcome. 

‘Rebecca’ (UA) pulled big biz at 
20th Century Cinema, Johannesburg. 

‘Irene’ (RKO) drew big business 
at Colosseum, Cape Town (African 
Cons, Theatres). 


| 
| 
} 
{ 





Fair’s 15,000,000 


Continued from page 1 











Aquacade showed to about 128,000 
during the three-day Labor Day 
weekend as cOmpared with 72,000 at 
the ‘American Jubilee.” ’Cade was 
jable to show this starting fignre by 
selling standing room to crowds 
which swamped its facilities. ‘Jubi- 
lee’ carried through to probably its 
| best seven-day period last week as a 
result of this large attendance. Win- 
| ter Wonderland, operated under fair 
‘control this year, collected $5,000 for 


the Labor Day weekend despite the | 


low admission and grind policy. 

| Addition of Eugene and Willie 
Howard has bolstered the comedy 
end of ‘Streets of Paris’ at the Hall 
of Music and given credit for upping 
the attraction to its most profitable 
pace since opening weeks. There 
also has been a healthy upbeat at 
Gay New Orleans but the overhead 
of the revues there has forced the 
Fair management to pour coin into 
the attraction for a number of weeks 
in order to keep it open. 





Ice Show 


| CU Continued from page 1} 





lavish. Main background will be a 
simulation of ice, specially devised 
by the designer’s engineers, coming 
up from the rink as though part of 
the real ice. Inside this frame a 
number of smaller sets will fit. 


Paris 





| Josephine Baker is resting at Brive, 
in unoccupied France. 

Max Regnier, actor, and Paul Col- 
lin, scenarist, are prisoners. 

Comedians Pierre Dac is at Toul- 
ouse and Jean Rieux at Albi. 

Actor Geo Pomel, wounded in the 
| front lines, is recovering in Brittany. 

Paul Valery, writer and poet. 
presently working on a new version 
of ‘Faust.’ 

Martial Piechaud, wife of 
writer, killed near Pau when 
fell off bike under truck. 

Plane service re-established be- 
tween Vichy, Lyons and Marseilles 
with tieup with North Africa. 

Vichy scandalized because a fa- 
mous dramatic author, reportealy 
Sacha Guitry. was seen at Maxim’s 
recently 
German officer. 
| Before American Ambulance Vol- 
unteer Corps left Clermont-Ferrand 


1S 


the 
she 


at the same table with a) 


| for home, three were decorated with | 


the Legion of Honor and six with 
, Croix de Guerre. 


The Life, Time and Fortune cor- 


respondent in Paris, Sherry Mangan, | 


has been expelled by German au- 


thorities for having written articles | 


considered insulting to them. 

Paul Broccardo, French six-day 
bike racer, seen in Madison Square 
Garden teamed with Pierre Gium- 
bretiere, is badly wounded in the 
right arm, struck by a bomb frag- 
ment. 

As Sacha Guitry’s ‘Pasteur’ 
being preemed at the Madeleine the- 
atre, Joseph Meister, upon whom 
Pasteur made the first antirabies in- 
jection, committed suicide at his 
home in Paris. 

Stage and screen comic Dorville is 
dead. He was buried at Souillac, in 


unoccupied France, where he sought | 
He was considered one of 


refuge. 
the greatest French comedians among 
contemporary Gallic actors. 

Henry Degrange, 75, owner of 
sportspaper L’Auto, is dead. He be- 
came internationally famous as the 
‘Pere’ (father) of the famous Tour 
'de France road cycling race. The 
40th edition of the grind was held in 
1939. 

World War mutilated and blind 
Deputy Seapini, who was one of the 
best friends of American pict biz in 
France, appointed by French govern- 
ment to negotiate with German au- 
thorities on questions dealing with 
prisoners. 

Jean Zay, who as Minister of Na- 
tional Education under Blum and 
Daladier, tried to kill the American 
film biz in France, was arrested in 
Rabat, Morocco, returned to Cler- 
mond-Ferrand and is appearing be- 
fore the 13th Regional Military Tri- 
bunal for desertion in wartime. 


Among other evidences of the ‘don't- | 


spare-the-expense-boys’ spirit will 
be a spun-glass curtain, consisting of 
the greatest square footage of the 
material ever made. 
manufacturing process. Curtain will 
be so heavy that a special reinforced 
proscenium and oversize motors will 
be needed to carry and move it. 
‘Hot Ice’ Title Cold 

Title ballyhooed up to this week 
has been ‘Hot Ice.’ It was discovered 
over the weekend, however, that 
that was copyrighted as the name of 
a magazine story, and it will prob- 
ably be changed. Producers are still 
in a dilemma for a new one. Show is 
set to open during the first week in 
October. 

Wirtz and Miss Henie are said to 
be the sole backers of the gigantic 
spectacle, with the Rockefellers in 
only in their capacity as landlords. 
They are doing the remodeling of 
the house—which included removing 
the first eight rows of seais—and 
taking a percentage for rental. 

Joe Cook, who will star, is devis- 
ing numerous of the gadgets for 
which he is noted to get himself cut 
on the ice. Ite’s the only member cf 
the cast who's not a skater. 


ed Wirtz 
up blades artists. 
clude Hedi Stenuf, prima 
Herthe Grossman and 
Blades. Canadians are Caley sisters 
j and Dr. Arthur Nellis, billed as ‘The 
Absent-Minded Skating Professor.’ 
Others are LeVerne, Gwenneth Bui- 
ler, Mary Jane Yeo, Skippy Baxter 
and Gene Berg, in addition to the 
line of 60. Leon Leonidoff, of the 
Radio City Music Hall, is producing: 
Catharine Littlefield is doing chore- 
ography and Erno Rapee will baton 
the orch. 

| Skaters have been rehearsing with 
Miss Henie at a rink in Great Neck, 


and Miss lining 


in- 


Henie in 
Foreigners 


L. I, but move to Madison Square | 


Garden today (Wednesday). They'll 
start at the Center as soon as the 
ice equipment is in. Work has just 
been completed on laying cork and 
‘asphalt over the stage preparatory 
to laying the brine pipes. 

| Wirtz, who has produced shows 
for Miss Henie in the past, got into 
the iceskating biz via real estate. 


_He acquired a large stadium in Chi- | 


cago through foreclosure and, in 
searching for some way to make it 


pay, hit on the skating shows. 


It is now in the | 


Lack of | 
shows in Europe this season has aid- | 


donna, | 
Edwina | 


St. Louis 


Sam X. Hurst 

Bernard Palmer, manager of the 
Lory, Highland, Ill., back from vaca- 
tion in Missouri’s Ozarks. 

Steve Cady has shuttered his sum- 
mer nitery in St. Louis County and 
will reopen his town spot Oct. 1 after 
extensive face-lifting. 

Bob Thomsen, business agent of 
IATSE Local No. 143, recovering 
from blood poisoning caused by be- 
ing bitten by spider. 

George Givot, Johnny Perkins and 
Ben Feld made appearances with 
George Jessel’s unit on latter’s open- 
ing at Missouri theatre. 

Arnold Berger, resident manager 
of the Drive-In theatre, DesPeres, 
Mo., is father of a boy. Mrs. Berger 
okay at St. John’s hospital. 

Harold Bassage, director of St 
Louis School of the Theatre, has re- 
turned from summer chores at Stock- 


By 


bridge, Mass., to resume fall and 
winter stint. 
Guy Robertson, who clicked in 


‘Petticoat Fever’ at the Civic thea- 
tre, St. Louis County strawhatter, 
remained to play lead role in 
cent on Youth,’ season's closing piece 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


‘Ac- 


Variety Club’s annual banquet set 


for Oct. 20, day after Pitt-Fordham 
game. 

Walter Wanger in Monday (9) to 
meet UA staff, exhibs and news- 


papermen, 

Clair Meeder, 
cal 69, up and 
ptomaine. 

Piccolo Pete and all his bandsmen 
are in the middle of a series or fly- 
ing lessons. 

Federal Symphony conductor Harry 
Hoehle’s son, Armand, a _ reserve 
army major. 

Freddy Castle band checks out of 
the Club Petite on Saturday (14) 
after summer run. 

Reggie Dvorak has switched from 
Boogie-Woogie Nut Club to Al Mer- 
cur’s ‘crazy’ house. 

Mark Browar, who recently re- 
tired from exhibition after 33 years, 
going to Hollywood. 

Tex Ritter a visitor at Mono ex- 
change and Smiley Burnette dropped 
in on Rep crowd last week. 

Sally Cairns, one of finalists in last 


of AFM Lo- 


again after 


prexy 
around 


‘Gateway to Hollywood’ contest, 
home from coast for a visit. 
Brian McDonald's proteges, Chick 


was | 


and Lee, check in at Cleveland's , 
Ohio Villa for a run shortly. | 
Lew Mercur has gone back to 
Florida to ready his Miami Nut Club 
for a mid-November opening. 
The Mike Shapiros have 
nounced the engagement of 
dotter, Ruth, to David Hadburg. 
Bernard Bucheit, district manager 
for Manos circuit, and the missus 
vacationing in Birmingham, Ala. 
Saxist Ellis Gusky, with the 
WCAE Airliners, has announced his 
engagement to Ruth Weissberger. 
‘Burning Question’ in 13th week 
at Art Cinema has cracked all 
money and attendance records there. 


an- 
their 


Jimmy Stewart visited his home 
town, Indiana, Pa., last week for 
double wedding of two schoolgir] 
friends, 

Fiank Hernandez, who has _ his 


own rhumba band in the south, see- 
ing the old home town again for 
first time in 10 years. 





Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 





Ilka Chase weekending here. 

Mis. Danny Lawlor to the Coast. | 

Romney Brent and Gina Malo here. 

Theresa Helburn here from Holly- 
wood. 

Anne Whelan 
Francisco. 

Lily Pons to Canadian retreat to | 
work on Met’s forthcoming revival of ' 
‘Daughter of the Regiment.’ 

Walter O'Keefe back from the 
Coast where he helped organize ra- 
dio performers’ Willkie forces. 

Billy Gaxton, Robert Emmett Do- 
lan and Danny Lawlor still com- 
muting to ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 

Lillian Fitzgerald, Bide Dudley, 
Homer Mason, Marguerite Keeler, | 


motoring to San 


| Ann Greenway, Eddie Darling, A. P. 


Waxman here for the wedding of | 
Mary Luescher, daughter of Mark. 
and Jarvis Olsen. 


Paradox of Pix 


Continued from page 3 








bination of length of material and 
length of synopsis is about $5. That 
means that an o.r., working seven 
days a week, can make $35. One or- 
dinary-length book a day, reading 
plus typing, is pretty good going and 
means from seven to 10 hours of ap- 
plication. Added to that time 
spent going to and from the story 
department. 

Actually, the week an o.r. makes 
$35 he pretty happy. Fifty-two 
week average is $18 to $20 in most 
companies, with Metro the only one 
running higher. Work runs. un- 
evenly, readers during some weeks 
earning as low as $5 or $10. Para- 
mount pays small extra dividends 
for special services, such as going to 
plays and reading at publishers’ or 
agents’ offices, but most companies 
pay nothing additional for these or 
all sorts of other rush and special 
jobs. 

Few years ago there were nearly 
twice the number of readers and 
pay was much higher. Outside 0.0.ers 
were making from $50 to $100 a week 
and insiders from $50 to $70. Gen- 
eral leveling off of wages in non- 
unionized branches of the industry 
and coverage of fewer potential 
stories has caused the decrease. As 
a result, the number of available 
readers has fallen off. Profession— 
if it can be called a profession—used 
to attract a large number of would- 
be Hollywood writers, who figured 
that in this way they could learn 
what studios want and get an in with 
have entered through the ranks of 
readers. There used also to be quite 
a few friends and relatives of studio 
officials who got some of the read- 
ing work, but with higher standards 
and lower pay now, most of the 
glimming is done by a small stabil- 
ized group of professionals. 


is 


is 


Rates 

Rates paid by the various eastern 
story departments are: 

RKO—$2 to $10, with $5 average 
$10 is rare Extra pay usually has 
to be asked for. 

Twentieth-Fox—$3 to $10, with $5 


average. Again $10 is rare and ex- 
them. A few execs in the industry 
tra pay comes only on request. 
Paramount—$2 to $10, with 
casional $1 or $2 bonuses for 
or special work. 
Columbia—$2.50 to $12, usually 
without being asked for the extra | 
pay. Top figure is, of course, rare, | 
but the average is about $6. 
Metro—$4 to $21, with an average 
of about $7. Top figure is not too 
rare and is handed out by the stu- 
dio voluntarily for a combination of 
long novel and long synopsis (750- 
page book and 30-35-page synopsis). 
Metro is best of the companies in 
treatment of outside readers. 
Universal—$3 to $5. Lower amount 


oc- 
rush 


is for books up to 300 pages and Ic | 


a page is paid after that up to a 
maximum of $5. 

Warner Bros.—Employ few out- 
side readers and refuse to divulge . 


rates 


Hollywood 





David 
crash. 

Wesley Ruggles back to work after 
his honeymoon. 

Pegsy Ann Kent Westmore to Ne- 
vada for a divorce. 

Jane Hall in from New York for 
a screen-writing job. 

Hedy Lamarr filed suit for divorce 
against Gene Markey. 


Butler bruised in motor 


Herbert J. Yates shot a hole-in- 
one on the Lakeside links. 

‘Bubbles’ Schinasi granted a di- 
vorece from Wayne Morris. 

Sam Abarbanel returned to his 


Republic desk after 
siesta. 

George Hurrell checked out of 
Warners to set up his own camera 
salon. 

Winfield Sheehan returned to his 
Beverly Hills home after summering 
ait Del Mar. 

Neil Hamilton filed bankruptcy 
petition listing debts at $23,158 and 
assets at $2,103. 

Gary Cooper back to work after 
an illness that delayed ‘Meet John 
Doe’ for two days. 

Louis King to Atlanta to address 
annual convention of Motion Picture 


a Manhattan 


' Theatre Owners of the Southeast. 


William Anthony McGuire re- 
cuperating from kidney trouble and 
will be up and around in two weeks. 

Harold S. Dunn stopping over for 
two weeks on his way back to Singa- 
pore Far Eastern manager for 
Warners. 


as 





Atlantic City 


Midgie Fellows heading new re- 
vue at Babette’s nite spot. 

Tommy Riggs played two-day en- 
gagement at Steel Pier ending Sun- 
day (8). 

George Hamid in Trenton, arrang- 
ing for opening of Trenton Fair 
Sept. 23. 

Norman Reed, director of WBAB, 
addressed Exchange Club luncheon 
Wednesday (3). 

Vilma and Buddy Ebsen ended 
seven-day top billing at Steel Pier 
Music Hall Sunday (8). 

Paradise, top sepia nitery locally, 
closed for season with breakfast 
dance Sunday morning (8). 

Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey, Inc., will hold annual con- 
vention Sept. 25 to 27 at President 
hotel. 

Relf Brent, formerly of WTNJ, 
Trenton, has joined WFPG here as 
program director. Bob Lewis added 
to announcing staff. 

Estelle Taylor, who came to 500 
Club for week ending 31, held over 
until Wednesday (4). Nitery closed 

,for season Saturday (7). 

Hughie Barrett orch began limited 
engagement in Merry Go Round 
Grill of Ritz-Carlton hotel Saturday 
(7). Nat Brandwynne ended season 
last Wednesday (4). 

Whitey Varello returns to Round 
the World Room of President hote! 
for unlimited engagement as Whitey 
Varell. Johnny Hamp completed 10- 
weeks’ stay there last Tuesday (3). 

Mark Wilson, publicity director of 
Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier returned 
to Philly office Saturday (7). Pier 
Hippodrome dark, and water circus 
ended Saturday (7). Ballroom to re- 
main open weekends. 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 


Film director Sylvan Simon anée 
wife toured Oahu. 

Bob Stanley, KGMB announcer, 
joined Canadian forces. 

Songwriter Johnny Noble to N. Y. 
for visit with Jack Robbins. 

Mae Murray seen at Royal Ha- 
waiian despite her incog makeup. 

Harry Owens band back to the 
Royai ior awhile. Gone three years. 

Trader Vic building elite night 
spot which will have mainland tal- 
ent. 

Director 
Marion 
month. 

Giggy Royce, band leader at the 
Young Roof, signed his fifth year’s 
contract 

Doris Duke Cromwell presented 
swimming champ Duke Kahanamoku 
with yacht for wedding gift. 

Mrs. Jack and 


Bill 
Nixon, 


Seiter and 
the Royal 


wife, 


at for @& 


Joy Warner re- 
mained two weeks after Tahitian 
cruise, with Jack Warner joining 
them here. 





Chicago 


Chicago Opera 
Nov. 2 with ‘Aida.’ 

Joe Miller reopening the 885 Club 
as a steak and chop house. 

Jack Robbins came in for a week's 
Stay and brought his son along. 

Harold Weil out as assistant to 
Harry Garfield in the Harms office. 

Charles O'Reilly has been named 
motion picture supervisor of the 
Democratic National Committee. 

Abe Lyman flew back to the main 
stem after resting up for a few days 
following his Bun-Air engagement. 

Craig Dennison resigned from the 
Neisser-Meyerhof agency and now 
heading his own advertising and pre- 





season will open 


,; motion office. 
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Literati 


| drama department, 
| promotion division of PM. 
Inter-Continental Bureau, 
has been chartered to conduct a 
business in the collection of news, 
editorials, etc., with offices in New 








Nazis Subsidize French Papers 

Five new newspapers, which have 
made their appearance in the French 
occupied zone since the armistice, 
are subsidized by the German au- 
thorities, it is reliably reported. They 
are La France au Travail, a daily 
which is expected to appeal to work- 
ers: La Gerbe, a weekly meant for 
young people and children; ‘La Vie 
Nationalte,’ a daily meant to appeal 
to the middleclass and the house- 
wife; ‘L’Effort,’ which calls itself So- 


cialist, and ‘Les Dernieres Nouvelles | 


de Paris,’ a general news organ. 


Also appearing in Paris are the 
‘Paris-Soir,’ ‘La Liberte’ and ‘Le 
Matin.’ All the other well-known 
newspapers are published in Cler- 
mont-Ferrand, and include ‘Le Fi- 
garo,’ ‘Le Temps,’ ‘Le Petit Parisien,’ 
‘Le Petit Journal,’ ‘Le Jour’ and ‘Le 
Journal.’ There are, of course, the 
usual provincial papers published in 
Toulouse, Marseilles, Lyons, Nice and 
other cities as befcre the war. 

Papers like the ‘New York Herald 
Tribune’ and the ‘Continental Daily 
Mail’ no longer exist in France, al- 


though it is reported that Lord Roth- | 


ermere may bring out a Continental 
edition in Lisbon, to facilitate dis- 


tribution of his paper on the Conti- | 


nent. 


The famous political review, ‘Re- 
vue des Deux Mondes,’ and the 
‘Beaux Arts Review’ are in circula- 
tion again, published in Clermont- 
Ferrand. ‘Cri du Sol,’ a paper meant 
for peasants and farmers, 


made a brief appearance before the | 


war, is again being printed. It is 
published in Lyons by Dorgeres. 

As in Fascist countries, the papers 
are now propaganda instruments in 
the employ of the State. Every paper 
is censored before going to press, and 
papers often appear with large white 
spaces. The ‘Figaro’ was suspended 
for 24 hours on Aug. 25. The gov- 
ernment furnished no reason for its 
decision. 

The papers are being used to buck 
up morale. Recently all the papers 
of the unoccupied zone published the 
following: ‘Workers, do not listen to 
those who continue to propagate the 
idea of class struggle. The govern- 
ment will not tolerate either strikes 
or lockouts.’ 

Editorialists are given sufficient 
freedom, although quite often their 
articles appear with huge chunks 
chiseled out. Often, too, the articles 
are untouched, but the heading 
eliminated. 


is 





Cohen (Colby) Calls ’Em on WMCA 

Julius Cohen has resigned as dra- 
matic editor of the N. Y. Ritter- 
published German language dailies 
and placed in charge of dramatic 
activities at WMCA. He is now 
known as Julius Colby, under which 
name he wrote for the Ritter papers 
for some time. He took the new sur- 
name from: Ethel Colby, his actress 
wife. Assignment calls for midnight 
reviews of legit shows and films, his 
first broadcast going on Monday (9) 
when he covered the debut of ‘Jupi- 
ter Laughs’ at the Biltmore. 

Colby is also slated for 15 minutes 
of columnar stage comment during 
the day, that stint probably starting 
next week. His wife is now drama 
critic for the Journal of Commerce, 
using the byline of Ethel Colby, her 
stage name. 





Korda, Miller Back Stage Mag 


Principal backers of the new Stage 
mag, the first issue of which will be 
out next month, are Alexander 
Korda, Gilbert Miller and Myron 
Selznick. Contributors to the first 
issue will include Robert E. Sher- 
wood, Alexander Woollcott. Clare 
Boothe and William Saroyan. 

Mag’s offices are furnished with 
tables, chairs, rugs, etc., from vari- 
ous Gilbert Miller productions, chief- 
ly ‘Tovarich’. Renee Carroll, Sardi’s 
restaurant hatcheck girl who has 
been active with editor Alexander 
Ince in readying the mag, has finally 
been given an official title, ‘liaison 
editor and Sardi’s correspondent’, 





Congressman’s 250G Libel Suit 

Alleging personal libel by pub- 
lication, Congressman Martin L. 
Sweeney, Ohio, has served notice, 
through counsei, of institution of an 
action for $250,000 against The Spar- 
tanburg, S. C., Herald-Journal Co. 
Basis of complaint was a syndicated 
Washington Merry-Go-Round col- 
umn published in Spartanburg Jour- 
nal, afternoon sheet of Herald-Jour- 
nal Co., December 22, 1938, relating 
to Congressman Sweeney’s alleged 
activities concerning the filling of a 
federal judge vacancy in Ohio. 
Merry-Go-Round is written by Drew 


which | 


Pearson and Robert S. Allen, Wash- | York. 


ington newspapermen. 

Already docketed, but not tried, is 
$100,000 suit against Herald-Journal | 
Co., brought by Daniel Duncan, en- | 
gineer on PWA hydro-electric pro}-, 
ect at Greenwood, S. C., who claims 
Washington Merry-Go-Round state- 
ments on another occasion were in- 
jurious to his professional reputa- 
tion. 


two London theatrical weeklies, The 
‘Sketch and Tatler, have moved 
their editorial offices to the inierior 
and are continuing publication. 





London Blackout 
| continued from page 1 


' bons (Gibbons Circuit), an electrical 
engineer, with its architecture such 
that the stage is in complete view 
from anywhere in the house. Its 
stave lighting system is also rated 
one of the best. The Empire, though 
a much older theatre, is likewise 
rated high. 

Palladium of recent years has been 
operated by George Black. His “Top 
of the World’ revue was playing the 
house, but it was stated Monday that 
Black had discontinued this show, 
along with the revues, ‘Black Velvet,’ 








Editorial Bites Man 


Incensed over the ‘Dictator Roose- | 
velt Commits An Act of War’ edito-) 
rial in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch | 
(Pulitzer Publishing Co.) last week, 
an editorial that was reprinted in 
‘the New York Times and Washing- | 
‘ton Star as a paid ad, Lawrence 
| Miller, 62, former army sergeant, 
heaved stones through three plate, 
glass windows in the business office | 
of the St. L. newspaper Friday (6), | 
causing $500 damage. Nailed by | 
custodians of the building and turned 
over to cops, Miller said, ‘I broke the | 
windows to get even with the Post- 
Dispatch for insulting the President.’ 

i i s ssession | 
Pa. arm BaP gd ated for night mentioned that two London 
“bravery while a member of the Sec- | museums had_ been bombed. The 
ond Machine Gun Battalion during world-famous British Museum is only 
the World War. The editorial criti- | four blocks from the Holborn Em- 


at the Holborn Empire. Black had 
already shuttered four of his subur- 
ban houses. 

One shortwave broadcast Saturday 


cized the President for the trading | Pire, which is about a mile from the | 


of 50 destroyers to Great Britain for | Palladium. 
‘leases on air and naval bases in the 
' Atlantic. 





Close at 9 p.m. 
London, Sept. 10. 





.-* L. I. Daily Starts  nsiadaipeies with the police commis- 
| New Nassau County (Long Island) | sioner today (Tuesday), and although 
‘daily, backed by Alicia Patterson no curfew was imposed, they decid- 
| Guggenheim, started publication last 
Tues. (3). Named Newsday as re- 
‘sult of county-wide contest in which 
three submitted that monicker for} 
top prize of $1,000 and two smaller 
takes. 

- Owner is daughter of the N. 
Y. News-Chi Trib’s Capt. Joe Pat- 
terson, and wife of Harry Gug- 
genheim, diplomat. General man- 
ager is William Maple, journalism 
professor, and m.e. is Harold Davis, 
ex-News cable editor. Reportorial 
staff includes several former New 
York Newsmen. Sheet is evening 
tab, five days; no Sat. or Sun. 


at 9 o’clock. West End houses which 
come under a ‘different’ category, 
will close at 10, some later. 

Legit houses are considering clos- 
ing altogether, and all imminent pro- 
ductions have een temporarily 
abandoned. 


ters will continue to operate. 


MARRIAGES 


Mary B. Hickey to Edward J. 
Healey, in Watervliet, N. Y., Sept. 7. 








bany Knickerbocker News and air- 
caster for that paper over WABY, 
Albany. 

Dorothy Bullock to Benjamin For- 
rester Orr, Jr., in Houston, Sept. 4. 
He’s announcer at KTRH, Houston, 
and son of B. F. Orr, station’s man- 
ager. 


Time’s Buenos Aires Bureau 
With increasing importance of |, 
South America as a news source, | 
Time mag is setting up a two-man 
bureau in Buenos Aires. It has de- | 
pended on coverage by free-lance 
correspondents in the past. 


Staffing the bureau, which will Anne Wigton hee Elliott Lewis, Aug. 
serve Life and Fortune as well as st, in Las Vegas, Nev. Both radio 
Time, will be Fil) Calhoun, until re- | players. 


Frances Creel to Leslie Lubliner, 
in Reno, Nev., Sept. 2. Bride, legit 
| actress, is daughter of George Cree], 
| United States Commissioner to the 
Golden Gate Exposition; groom’s 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board. 

Helene Andera to Wilmon Men- 
ard, in Yuma, Ariz., Sept. 4. She’s 


cently an American correspondent in 
Rome, and Hal Horan, of Time’s 
Washington office. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Frederick W. Kellogg, 73, retired 
newspaper publisher and one-time 
advertising manager of the Detroit 
News, died Sept. 4 aboard the Jap- 
anese steamship Nitta’ Maru while 
on a cruise for his health between 
Honolulu and Japan. Widow, for- 
mer Florence Scripps, of the news- 


and magazines, 

Isolde Denham to Peter Ustinov, 
in London, Aug. 8. Bride, daugh- 
ter of playwright-director Reginald 


paper family, and three children Denham, is London legit player; 
survive. groom is British legit actor. 

Mrs. Madeline Sharps Buchanan,| Pauline Lauber to Aubrey Finn, 
novelist, scenarist and magazine | in Hollywood, Sept. 6. Bride is sec- 


writer, died Sept. 4 at Abington Me- 
morial Hospital, Abington, Pa., after 
a nine-month illness. Her mother, 
Mrs. William Sharpe, and a daugh- 
ter survive. 

Henry Litchfield West, 81, author, 
newspaperman and a founder of the 
National Press Club, died in Wash- 
ington Sept. 2 after a long illness. 

Charles Bradford Chapman, Sr., 81. 


retary to Radio Writers Guild in 
Hollywood; he’s attorney there for 
RWG. 

Frances Marie Sullivan to Gerald 
Gactz, in Regina, Sask., Aug. 2, just 
announced. He’s manager of CKCK, 
Regina. 


control man with CFQC, Saskatoon. 


deam of Southern editors, died in a Rhee chin wry to Wilf Gilbey, in 
Sandersville, Ga., hospital Sept. 6. Saskatoon, Sask., Sept. 18. He's an- 
Editor and publisher of Sandersville nouncer-control] man with Cc FQC d 
Progress, he remained in harness un- Saskatoon. 
ik tere weeks teafere @eath.- Wee Dr. Sam Kurtzman, former radio 
|twice honored by Georgia Press 298 writer, to Roselle Rosecranz, in 


Reno, Nev., Sept. 7. 
Peggy Stewart to Donald Barry, in 
Glendale, Cal., Sept. 7. 


Assn. for editorial work and re-| 
ceived a 50-year service award from | 
organization some time ago. picture players 
Harold W. Fairbanks, 47, editor and 4 

publisher of the Natick (Mass.) Bul- | , Mary Jane Russell to F. Kenneth 
'letin, died Sept. 5 at the Leonard | Beirn, in Waterbury, Conn., Sept. 7. 
Morse hospital, Natick. He was re- 
covering from an ‘operation per- 
formed two weeks ago when fatally 
stricken. Widow and two children 
survive. 


| film actress; he’s with the Pedlar & 
Ryan agency. 

Elaine Stacey to Syd Chatton, in 
Maryland, Sept. 9. Bride is show- 





| girl; he’s a member of the Radio 
| Rogues. 
| 


CHATTER 

Newsmen Leo Lanier 

and Henry Furst 
from abroad. 

Gretchen Messer resigned as fa- 





(Austrian) 
(American) in BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lescsak, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Sst. 2. Father's pianist 


shion editor at the Paramount stu- and arranger for WCAE (Pitts- 

dio and is returning to magazine | burgh) Airliners. 

work. Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Pentecost, 
Sylvia Smith (Ashton), formerly son, in Atlanta Sept. 6. Father is 

with the Newark  Star-Ledger’s. manager of Loew's Grand, Atlanta. 


has joined the; 


Inc., 


Undaunted by Hitler's blitz the | 


at Hippodrome, and ‘Apple Sauce,’ | 


London cinema managers held a 


ed to close all film theatres nightly | 


Only cabarets with air-raid shel- | 


He’s night and radio editor of Al- | 


a stage player; he writes for films | 


Jane Ward to Vic Rowe, in Saska- 
toon, Sask., Sept. 10. He’s announcer- | 


Both are | 


| Bride is a sister of Rosalind Russell, | 


| 


OBITUARIES 


LEON F. DOUGLASS jat the New Rochelle hospital, New 

Leon F. Douglass, 71, joint founder | Rochelle, N.Y. He suffered a cere. 

of the Victor Talking Machine Co. bral hemorrhage Aug. 30 while visit. 
and prominent as coiner of the slo- | is the nearby Glen Island Casino, 

gan, ‘His Master's Voice,’ died Sept. A native of Larchmont, N_Y., Sapo- 


_|7 at his home near San Francisco |Tito was a delegate of Local 420 of 


after a long illness. the American Federation of Musi- 


He invented the first spring phono- | ©!@S. 
graph motor in 1894 and six years | > enn 
| later established the Victor Talking | CHARLES FINK 
| Machine Co. with capital formed 4 Charles Fink, 79, violinist who 


combining his assets with those of 
Eldridge Johnson. Douglass served 
as vice-president and general man- 
' ager, directing the company’s desti- 
nies until 1921 when he retired as 
chairman of the board. 

Born in Lincoln, Neb., Douglass 


played, sang and arranged music in 
New York Yiddish theatres in the 
90s, died Aug. 27 at his home in 
Milwaukee. 

For years he had been a cantor in 
one of Milwaukee's early Jewish 
S| temples. He headed his own band 
_as a boy was successively a printer's | in the Wisconsin city, too, for a long 
| devil, telegraph messenger, tele- | time, 
| phone operator and an electrician for | 
|the Union Pacific Railroad before 
reaching the age of 15. He was} 
| granted a patent on a coin phone 
when only 19. Among his other im- 
| portant inventions included a mag- | \“ ; 
| netic torpedo and a camera devised | Films, Ltd., Regina, since 1917, and 

to take pictures at great depths. In | “4S president of the company until 
‘recent years he had been interested | his retirement in 1939. 
|in inter-planetary communication. | Survived by widow, son, Stanley 
| He cherished the original painting of | C+ President of the company and two 
the Victor terrier, which hangs in | $'sters. 
| his home. 








HARRY A. ATKINSON 
Harry A. Atkinson, 67, died at his 
home in Regina, Sask., Sept. 2. He 
had been associated with General 














| ARTHUR STONE 


Arthur Stone, 56, former character 
| actor and later a film makeup artist, 
died Sept. 4 in Hollywood after a 
circuses and shows in a business ca- | Short illness. Surviving are his 
pacity, died Aug. 29 at the home of | widow ‘and son. 
his sister, Mrs. W. R. Morrison, on a | 
ranch near Billings, Mont. | MACK G. UBELHART 

He began his theatrical career as| Mack G. Ubelhart, 25, announcer 
an electrician for the old Greene's | at WHBC, Canton, O., and formerly 
Opera House, Cedar Rapids, in 1903, | executive secretary of the Canton 
later managing the old Majestic, | Junior of Commerce, died Sept. 8 
| vaudeville theatre, and also the|of a heart ailment, leaving his 
| Strand and Palace picture houses in | mother and a brother. 
|Cedar Rapids and the Coldren thea- 
| tre, Iowa City. 

He had been with Gollmar Bros., 
|Ben Wallace circus, Robbins Bros., 
| Russell Bros., Walter L. Main, Parker 
| & Watts, Tom Gorman and the Ring- 
| ling shows and also had managed Cal 
| Stewart and Uncle Josh Weatherby 
shows. 


RAY SWAN 


Ray Swan, 57, for years with thea- 
tres in Cedar Rapids, Ia., and various 








ELEANORE WYMAN 
Eleanore Wyman, 26, bit player in 
pictures, died Sept. 1 in an auto- 
| mobile accident near Lancaster, Cal, 
Surviving is her mother. 
CHARLES E. CONNOR 
Charles E. Connor, 26, for the past 
two years manager of Center thea- 
tre, High Point, N. C., died Aug. 
28 at Burrus Memorial Hospital, 
High Point, of typhoid. 


HELENE CHADWICK 
Helen Chadwick, 42, star of silent 
| pictures, died Sept. 4 in Hollywood 
'as a result of injuries sustained in 
an accident last June. Burial will 
be at her birthplace, Chadwick, N. Y., 
a town named for her father. 
| Starting her film career in New 
York in 1916, deceased moved to 
Hollywood two years later and was 


CARYL S. FLEMING 
Caryl S. Fleming, 46, president of 
Pacific Coast Association of Magi- 
cians, died Sept. 2 in Beverly Hills. 
He was formerly a film director. 


|co-starred in several silent films. GI ENN D BELT 

|Among the pictures were ‘Father! Grenn p. Belt 50. pare — 
ane Som, Tonsasnone Of 8 Wee, | director, died Sept, 1 in Hellyweod 
|\‘Men Are Like That’ and ‘Mary : ° 


| Surviving are his 
children. 


| Burns, Fugitive.’ widow and two 


of sound, 


With the advent 
she became a featured 


player and later dropped out of the Alexander renee 61 retired chief 

profession. Surviving is her mother. usher of the Metronolit % 0 era 

She divorced her husband, William | pojico died Sept. 3 at peg ) ots 
ls ' a se; eo ¢ t “OOKILY 


Wellman, director, in 1923. Hospital, Brooklyn, N.Y.. after a long 


illness. Widow, Mrs. Alice Irwin, 
survives, 





GATE TAYLOR 

Gate Taylor, about 50, radio trade 
paper advertising representative, 
| died Sept. 5 at Glendale Sanitarium, 
Glendale, Md., following a serious 
illness for the past two months. He 
| suffered a physical breakdown dur- 
| ing the last week in June, shortly 
|} after joining Variery’s staff. 


Julius C. Schultz, 60, former man- 
ager of the Academy of Music, 
Lynchburg, Va., when it was a regu- 
lar legit stand, died Sept. 5 at his 
Lynchburg home. 

Widow, two sons and two sisters 


| Before joining Variety Taylor, for Per rere, 
|eight years, was connected with ‘nie ; 
Broadcasting magazine. Mrs. Blanche Frank, 40. wife of 


Samuel Frank, south Jersey film ex- 
hibitor, died Sept. 7 at her home in 
Hammonton, N. J. Her husband, op- 
erator of the Rivoli, Hammonton, 
and two sons survive. 


A widow and daughter 
Burial took place in 
Sept. 7. 


survive. 
Terre Haute 


SIGMUND STRAUSS 
Sigmund Strauss, long a manager 
with the Loew circuit, died Sept. 8 at 
his home in ssrooklyn, N. Y. Start- 


Hans Boeck, 73, vet musician and a 
member of the St. Louis 
orch for 25 years before his retire- 


symph 


ing as an employe of Nicholas and ment $4 enate an . ; 
Joseph Schenck at the Star Music a St L angel ae, died at his home 
Hall, Fort George Park, N. Y of. Loulg from a hedrt attack 


Strauss later joined the Loew organ- wry 

‘zat 3 tone ae ca Adam Stansfield, for years a mem- 

Seiakton, manager of the Broadway, ber of the Capitol theatre orchestra, 
He subsequently managed Loew’s --acte agg 7 week. Ged Ss a a 

| 42nd St., the old American, Warwick t P 3 d ; urvived by widow, daugh- 

| and lastly, Loew’s Palace, Brooklyn. oo oe 

| Funeral services will be held today | 

(Wednesday) in N. Y. 


William Burke, 68, father of 
Johnny Burke, songwriter, suicided 
in Los Angeles Sunday (18) on ac- 
count of ill health. 

Mother of Richard Mockler, pub- 
licity head of the Hotei New Yorker, 
died of pneumonia Sept. 5 in Ja- 
maica, N. Y. 





MANUEL C. PADILLA 

Manuel Castro Padilla, 47, Mexi- 
| can songwriter and impresario of the | 
| Teatro Lirico, Mexico City, where 
Lupe Velez got her start, died Aug. 
23 at his home in the Mexican capi- 
tal of hurts received two months ago 
when he was beaten up by hoodlums | 
i‘who resented political cracks made 
|in his revue shows. 
| Widow and son survive. 


Father, 90, of John Cook, RKO 
process librarian, died Aug. 26 in 
Inglewood, Cal. 

George Hall booked for Saturday 
(14) at Hamid’s Pier ballroom. A. C. 
Tommy Tucker's orch will play the 
following day. 





FRANK SAPORITO 
Frank Saporito, 36,. prominent 
Westchester musician, died Sept. 1 
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WHAT THEY THINK ec og.baei, Sept 10. | Burlesque Reviews 


Willkie’s Mike ‘Personality’ 
Washington. 
Editor. VARIETY: 

There has £0 much appeared in the 
ublic prints and elsewhere relative 
to the radio ‘personality’ of Wendell 
L. Wilkie that I am prompted to 
address this letter to you in the be- 
jief that VARIETY, one of the most 
prominent of all the trade publica- 
tions of the broadcasting industry, 
can find space for a few simple facts 
on the constructive side, 

Almost all of the negative criticism 
of Mr. Willkie’s radio presence has 
come from so-called professionals— 
professional writers, professional 
articts dealing in the spoken word, 
professional critics. Stra nge ly 
enough, almost none of this criticism 
has come from professional politicos 
men in public life whose business 
it is to talk effectively to people. 
None has come from the ‘average 
listener’—the man-in-the-street, the 
average work-a-day-man, We have 
found that this man answers, when 
queried, with some such remark as— 
‘I liked him’—*he sounds sincere to 
me’—'he talks my kind of language.’ 


That is because Wendell Willkie is 
natural. 
Mr. Willkie cannot be measured 


by the criticisin-standard of profes- 
sionals. The only fair measure of his 
radio personality is naturalness— 
and Wendell Willkie is natural—in 
your vernacular of professionalism 
he is a ‘simon-pure natural.’ That is 
good—it’s good radio; the’ very 
foundation of good radio, 

Wendell Willkie has talked on na- 
tional networks less than half a 
dozen times since his candidacy for 
nomination, probably less than half a 
dozen times in his whole life, and to- 
day he is an outstanding radio per- 


sonality. Prove it? Sure. 
Mr. Willkie’s acceptance speech 
at Elwood, Indiana, attained the 


highest listener rating ever recorded 


for a ‘political speech’ in the his- 
tory of radio—a CAB rating of 
378%. Only two other’ speeches 


(both non-political) ever attained a 
higher rating—President Roosevelt 
on June 10 of this year, and the 
abdication speech of King Edward 
VIII in December of 1936. And at 
Elwood Mr. Willkie spoke under the 
most trying circumstances and be- 
fore the largest crowd ever encoun- 
tered by a man in his position. 


Of course, he’s good—and he'll 
improve. He does not make the 
mistakes of most speakers. He is 


keenly aware of the situation when 
he is talking. He 
knows when he is addressing a large 
group assembled to hear him, that 
the radio listener is coming to the 
meeting in a front row seat and 
when he talks in a studio he auto- 
matically knows that he is going 
to the listener in his own home 

quietly, conversationally. That's the 
natural way. 


Roosevelt 


accent. his 


President 
vard 


with his Har- 
ingratiating man- 
ner. his ability to orate, is natural 
on the air—today. I can remember 
when that was not the case. Wendell 
Willkie, today, ean be coached and 
Prompted into a letter-perfect per- 
formance in an amazingly short time 
bit then he would not be Wendell 
Willkie—he wouldn't be natural. To 
take away his naturalness by any 
such means would be to take away 
his sincerity—his force—his person- 
ality. It would be one of the most 


unfortunate things that would befall 
him, 


Since Mr. Willkie’s address at FEI- 
‘00d. 14} ! 
wood, this office has been literally 
besieged by we ll-meaning, intelli- 


gent and capable professional broad- 
casters intent on improving his 
radio technique. It has been our 
Constant fear that one of these well- 
intentioned people would reach his 
ear—that would be unfortunate. 
Yes Wendell Willkie will improve 
On the air because he is the kind 
of man that follows through with a 
Job to be done and done quickly— 
in & month he'll be terrific on the 
a" that change will come about 
« € Only right way—the natural 
ay—the Willkie way. 

A tace Ted Long. 

- Long, Assistant Director of 

Radio. Republican National 
Committee). 


Sree tewennindneenene 


What Union, and How Many? 
Tl believe : : New York. 
onest oth wa Unions, those that are 
Proud rm well-run and I am _ very 
No, a9 My membership in Local 
I 2, A. F. of M 
aedene however. that even the most 
in some — man will agree that 
verdone Unionism— been 
the most haw I am convinced that 
flagrant example of over- 


Cases has 


instinctively ; 


lif we 


done Unionism is in the theatrical 


profession, 


There is very little steady employ- 
ment in this business, Some of its 
fields have been greatly reduced and 
uncertain business conditions hamper 
employment. Also, there often is a 
layoff in between jobs. With these 
prevailing conditions 





a great per-| 


centage of performers are compelled | 


to become members of from two to 


jority of whom barely make a liv- 
ing, to pay initiation fees and dues 
to a number of Unions all of which 
are in one profession? 

For example, if you perform in the 
theatre, whether it be in the chorus 
or as a principal, you must belong 
to Equity. 
job later somewhere in radio, either 


six Unions in order to work. Can, 
janybody tell me why it should be 
necessary for these people, a ma-| 


tencies that cropped up at the 
91st Michigan State Fair. 

Gov. Luren Dickinson, a Pro- 
hibitionist, ruled out the sale of 
beer, legal in the state, at the 
Fairgrounds, 

However, bingo, illegal in 
Michigan, was being played all 
Ove. the midway. 








who also knows all about world eco- 
nomics. 

Fortunately, publisher M. Lincoln 
Schuster was on a honeymoon so 
there was no chance of asking him 
for an advance and having him say 
no he couldn't afford it, what with 


| the honeymoon and the new offices 


If perchance you get a| 


singing or acting, you now must join | 


AFRA. Should you, however, use 
a musical instrument to accompany 
yourself the Musicians Union says 
you must now join the A.F.M. 
in addition to AFRA. 
time you might find it necessary or 
advantageous to perform in some 
hotel or cafe, the Unions you already 
belong to apparently have no juris- 
diction for now you are in the field 
that belong to AGVA. To top these 


This | 
If at a future; 


| Gallienne 


off we also have the Screen Actors | 


Guild and AGMA. (For those who 
really think they can sing or play.) 

Now as I initially said, I believe 
in Unionism. 
ever, in over-burdening people and 
I certainly don’t believe in six 
Unions in one profession. 

In conclusion, may I suggest that 
the heads of these various Unions 
get together and solve this problem 
for the best interest of both Unions 
and the Theatrical Profession. 

Moe Gale. 





. e b J /, 
Variety’ Mugg 
Continued from page 3 
enter politics. They run for the 
lowest office in the lowest legisla- 
ture in the land and get low enough 
to make it. Everybody, including 

Dies, gangs up to prevent this. 
Moscow or L. B. Mayer? 
His Leech is called in again to 
testify again, this time before a D.A., 


who is running for re-election, to 
smear all Hollywood as paid with 
Moscow rather than L, B. Mayer 
gold, 


Scully is campaigning to get shady 
people out of politics in sunny Cali- 
fornia. So a minute before going 
on the air he is subpoenaed to ap- 
pear before the D.A.’s grand jury, 
and the moment he appears he is 
told it’s al] off indefinitely. Me tells 
the reporters that he is a Democrat 
and the D. A. is a Republican and 
this is a Campaign year, 
from 


It's good for a laugh every- 


body but Mrs. V.M.E. The ‘Tovarich’ 
routines get her down. So there is 
only one thing to do and that is to 
put her on a train and give her a 


change of scene for a few weeks. To 
do this two davs before election day 
is considered suicide, but 
scratch a mugg anywhere and you 
find he’s a rebel all over. So we go, 
and so what? We get elected in ab- 
anyway. 


polit ical 


sentia 

Upon our first visit back to 
Gotham, the bridal suite at the St 
Moritz hotel (N. Y.) is ours for any 
interview we care to give. Name 
want our life story. Six 
years ago returning from France 
after 10 abroad Mr. and Mrs 
V.M.E what seemed like the 
identical suite and the same report- 
ers, except this time a Variery Mugg 


writers 
years 


1 , 
naa 


Slipup somewhere. 
thought the V.M.E.’s 


Was MISSINg 


The reporters 


language was salty to the point of 
blasphemy, which shocked us until 
we went that night to see ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ which was 


an integrated Minsky revue in three 
acts with all the blue gags left in. 
It was a story about George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s broken leg merged with 
Alexander Woollcott’s carbon copy 
notes of same. It was a sellout. 

From there we went to Child’s to 
kick up our quota of indigestion and 
had Fanny Holtzmann along to see 
succeeded. But the waffles 
must be getting better, or we are not 
eating as much, because nothing hap- 
pened. 

Under the circumstances it seemed 
the sensible thing to do to go to 
New Engiand for the Labor Day 
holiday so as to miss a few editions 
of other people’s miseries and mur- 


ders. Besides staying in town would 
entail luncheon with George E. So- 
kolsky. the capitalist agitator, and 
possibly Merryle Stanley Rukeyser, 


I don't believe, how- | 


in Rockefeller Center and the state 
of the book biz generally. 
The Big Diff 
So we decided to do the strawhat 


theatres of New England. The dif- 
ference between a V.M. and a 


V.M.E. is illustrated perfectly here. | 


The V.M. goes 300 miles to catch an 
opening. The V.M.E. goes 300 miles 
to catch a closing. 

The closing was ‘Mary. 
Quite Contrary.’ starring 
in a Sinjun Ervine piece 
of fluff showing an actress acting. 
It was in the Cape Playhouse, which 
isn’t a made-over barn but a tailor- 
made theatre retaining all the thrifty 
and attractive features of a haymow 
and staging shows which differed in 
no detail, not even price, from the 


Mary, 
Eva Le 


| Broadway show seen two nights pre- 


viously. If anything, the Cape item 
grossed bigger, though both were 
S.R.O. shows. 

To the V.M.E. it was a ‘Conrad 
in Quest of His Youth’ trek. The 
only time he had caught Miss Le 
Gallienne before was when she was 
a slip of a thing in a piece called 


‘Mile a Minute Kendall’ by Owen 
Davis. It was tried out in Stam- 
ford, Conn., which in those days 
was considered a few blocks from 
Bering Strait. . 

It was a grand thing to see an 
actress grow as Miss Le Gallienne 


has grown and have her remember 
the small beginning as if it were 
only yesterday. Even her mother, 
who was at the ‘Mile a Minute’ flop 
d’estime, was at the Sinjun Ervine 
success, 

From Cape Cod to Martha's Vine- 
yard is about two hours as those old 


crows fly and there your V.M.E. 
wanted to see the Houghs, George, 
George. Jr. (aged 47), and Henry 


Beetle Hough, who wrote the ‘County 
Editor’ and stumbled through ‘Infor- 
mation Please’ Tuesday (3). Also 
Katharine Cornell. James Cagney, 
Ralph Bellamy. Francis Hackett, 
Felix Frankfurter, Morris’ Ernst, 
James Marshall, prez of the N. Y. 


Board of Education, and Leonore 
!Marshall, and Clara Sharp Hough, 
novelists. 

So passing through Dennis, East 
Dennis, West Dennis. South Dennis, 


of Institutions, was 


Port Dennis and finally one proudly 


edvertised as Dennistown Dump. we 
arrived at Woods Hole. where vou 
hole out for Martha’s Gravevard 
but alone. The rap to transport a 
car, even a Ford. across those few 
miles of open water is $13.50 

So we took an orphaned mugg in- 
stead and left the car behind. His 
name is Howard Holtzmann and he 
catches shows in New Haven for the 
Yale News and for VARIETY He 
catches shows, but he never cleans 
his typewriter. The result is that his 
I's are too close together and of 


no use to a mugg turned statesman 
Which reminds me I must get back 


Hollywood constituents. So 
! 


tO my 
long. 


muss 


Scullv’s Brush With the Law 


Los Angeles, Sept. 10 
Frank Scully, writer and former 
secretary of the State Department 


Los 


indicted by 


Angeles County grand jurv. charged 
with misappropriating $2,600 in pub- 
lic funds 

Speaking for Scully. who is cur 
rently out of town, his attorney. A 
Brigham Rose, declared: ‘This is a 


stinko political indictment, 
out of Scully's fight with 
Olson. He will have no 
clearing himself.’ 


growing 
Governor 
trouble in 


Hirst’s 13th Spoke. 
Walnut St., Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
Hirst, operator of the burley 
bearing his name, is reported 
leased the Walnut St., oldest 
the U. S. Hirst is plan- 
Walnut the 13th 


Izzy 
circult 
having 
theatre in 
ning to make the 
spoke in his wheel. 

At present the Hirst 
in at the Troc here and play 
Hirst-operated houses. Under 
tive plans the units will wind up at 
the Walnut 


break 


units 


tenta- 


the 12) 











STAR, B’KLYN 


Terry King, Marnee, Sahji, June 

Taylor, Sherry Britton, ‘Peanuts’ 
| Bohn, ‘Loonie’ Lewis. Joe Lyons, 
Stanley Simmonds, 6 Showgirls, 
; Chorus (10). 


From the viewpoint of production 
and costuming, this burlesque is as 
arty as its strippers are active. Its 
seasonal teeoff Friday (6) apparently 
took the ‘Broadway Follies’ title as 
, Seriously as a Brooklynite takes the 
| Dodgers, the dressy side of the stage 
showing considerable coin investiture 
by the three Raymonds (Harold, Sam 
and Leonard), who operate the house, 
The Star also appears to have been 
;considerably cleaned up during its 
summer layoff. There are new seats 
on the orchestra floor and the muggs 
can now really relax with the 
bumps and the teasing. There's 
plenty of both. 

Official nix on roadshows in New 
York means that the policy here. as 
in the past, will be stock and fre- 
;quent change of principals. From 
opening indications, however, little 
switching is necessary. Both comics, 
‘Peanuts’ Bohn and ‘Loonie’ Lewis, 
are okay, the former strongest, and 
the four strippers, Terry King, Mar- 
nee, June Taylor and Sherry Britton, 
| the latter three also playing straight 
in baits, serve their purpose in a 
varied interpretation of how to take 
off your clothes and wind up with 
the jitters. 

Terry King is virtually the opener 
j;and wastes no time in getting down 
to just a flimsy bra and g-string. 
She does an extremely heated rou- 
tine of bumps, looking as though 
the breeze kicked up could dry a 
line of wash a block away. Marnee 
‘strips to the tempo of an old-fash- 
j}ioned minuet, swing at the climax; 
‘June Taylor does a classy strip, a 
|Park avenue version of how to warm 
up an audience that was heated in 
the first place, or it wouldn’t be 
there; Miss Britton is the passionate, 
writhing type. It appears as though 
she’s trying to tear off parts of her 
body and fling them to the wolves. 

The comedy bits are per usual; old 
and mostly dirty. A new idea is a 
‘Gone With the Wind’ bit by Lewis, 
Miss Britton and straightman Joe 
Lyons, but whoever conceived it for- 


got about laughs. Otherwise, the 
doctor, streetcorner and clip joint 
routines are familiar down to the 


faintest innuendo of smut. 
There’s a nice looking 


girls, who, being this is only the 
opening of the season, are in step 


and appeared opening night to have 
had enough sleep the night before. 
Six showgirls back them up for half- 
way stationary strips in five tableaux. 
In the patriotic finale they also un- 
cover, but at least the fiag is an ex- 
cuse there, 

Plus all this, there’s a brownskin 
dancer billed as Sahji who delivers 
an explosive native rhythm dance— 
a medley of bumps, thigh-grinding 
and cooching. Also on the entertain- 
ment side, if you look at it that way, 
is the pitchman and butcher-boys be- 
fore the show. To those who make 
burlesque a habit, though, they take 
up valuable time And apparently 
so does Stanley Simmonds, tenor and 
m.c 

Eddie Lynch is the stager here and 
t appeared as though some of his 
tastiness in production didn't exactly 


suit the taste of the south Brooklyn 
bunch. They wanted the strippers 
and in several different spots ‘Loonie’ 
Lewis didn’t have to count the house 
on his fingers. He heard virtuaily 
every voice, and those from the gal- 
lery were loudest. Lewis is supposed 
to be a terrific double-talker, but 
they outtalked him. Scho. 


EMPIRE, NEWARK 


Newark, Sept. 8. 


‘Top Hat Revue of 1940 with Noel 
Carter, Billy Ainsley, Bert Carr, 
Joan Mavis, Zara, Corny Ryan 
Frank ‘yn Hopk mis, c emore and 
Claire, ‘Spoons’ Brown, Burns Bros 
(2), Line (16), Selig Finklestein’s 
house orch 

The season's second offering at the 
Empire rates well as vaudeville for 
this type of house, although it is 
technically a burley show With the 


comedy adjusted to the parlor trade 
and the chorus given a week's more 
rehearsal, it could pass muster for 
the shirt-sleeve trade that house 
more or less Jures. 

The strippers are there. of course, 
with titian-tressed Noe! Carter, ‘The 
Million Dollar Party Gir!,’ featured. 
She was one of the lovelies who fig- 
ured in the background of the Buck- 
ner stock scandal some time back, 
and once did time as an Earl Carrol] 
;showgirl. Other disrobers are Joan 
Mavis and Zara, both of whom havé 
what it takes to please the regulars. 

Billy Ainsley, greased up as a 
tramp, and Bert Carr, with a few 
teeth blackened, have charge of the 
fun section. They succeed in work- 
ing their way through the customary 
blackouts without once forcing the 
laughs—which is something for this 
type of entertainment. 


th 
Lois 


Much of the credit for the okay 
pacing and timing of the show goes 
to juveniles Conny Ryan and Frank- 
lyn Hopkins. , They handle .the sok 


line of 107 


singing and m.c. work and give het- 
‘ter than able service as straights, 
Miss Mavis also helps out consider- 
ably in some of the skits. 

Specialties are offered by Tremore 
and Clairs, adept ballroom duo, and 
the Burns brothers, two boys who 
jtap. They all got a good response 
lat this catching. 

On the different side of the ledger 
is the brief act of ‘Spoons’ Brown, 
colored. A flare for mimicry trans- 
forms an ordinary spoon-clapping 
number into something worth a see- 


ond look, His singing could be 
skipped. 
This is the second week on the 


road for this Hirst whee] show and 


the costumes are not only new but 
in excellent taste. A _ production 
number in which the girls wear 
golden togs and carry gilded mara- 
cas, and another in which red, white 
and blue satin is combined to good 
effect, are more notable. 


| B.o. o.k. at Sunday (8) opener. 
Kent. 





Big Concerts 


Continued from page 1 











as their satisfactory grosses, makes it 
virtually certain that Templeton, Le- 
vant and probably several additional 
-novelty artists from radio will be 
regulars on the summer circuit next 
season. Showing of the Ballet Thea- 
tre and other ballet groups makes 
them another summer certainty. 

Minor novelty of the just-con- 
cluded season was the click of two- 
| piano teams, such as Vronsky and 
‘Babin, and Bartlett and Robertson. 
Both those pairs played extended 
summer tours and both pulled juicy 
returns everywhere. However, that 
was expected, as both teams are 
established draws in the winter con- 
‘cert field. It just happened to be 
their first major invasion of the 
summer end of the business. 

Other Big Clicks 

Among the major names who re- 
turned to the summer circuit this 
season were Kirsten Flagstad, 
husband-wife combination of Andre 
Kostelanetz-Lily Pons, Jose Iturbi, 
Richard Crooks, Grace Moore, Josef 
Hofmann, Paul Robeson, Albert 
Spalding, Marian Anderson and 
Gladys Swarthout. There were also 
countless lesser names. 

New concert spots this summer in- 
cluded Rochester, N. Y.; Santa Bar- 
bara, Cal.; Watergate-on-the-Poto- 
mac, near Washington, and Portland, 
Ore. New amphitheatre near Denver 
will be ready next season. Regular 
spots that repeated this summer 
were the Boston Esplanade; the 
Berkshire Music Festival, Stock- 
bridge,. Mass.; Lewissohn stadium, 


N. Y.; Chautauqua, N. Y.: Robin 
Hood Dell, Philadelphia; Newark, 
N. J., Cleveland, Cincinnati Zoo 


opera, St. Louis Muny (using opera 
singers), Central City Col. (also 
using Opera singers); Grant Park, 
Chicago; Montreal, Toronto, Ravinia 
Park, Chicago; Milwaukee, Golden 
Gate Fair, San Francisco; Hollywood 
Bowl, and countless minor ones such 
as Brewster, Mass.; Music Mountain 
at Falls Village, Conn., and Saratoga, 
a. Be 

Principal conductors 
summer were Iturbi, 
Kostelanetz, Bruno 


, 
Rodzinski; and such 
the 


during the 
Koussevitzky, 
Walter, Artur 
newcomers to 
summer field as Efrem Kurtz, 
George Zekke and Frieder Weiss- 
mann. In conirast to the past, when 
the European, Australian and South 
African fields were profitable for 
summer tours, only two top 
toured abroad this summer 


names 
Jascha 


Heifetz played an extended trip 
through South America and Yehudi 
Menuhin was in Australia 

Although summer concerts out- 


draw the winter dates in attendance, 
they are not really a paying pro- 
position, except for the musicians 
comprising the orchestras Those 
men play at scale and thus generally 
make more money than from the 
winter concert dates But the solo- 
ists are paid a maximum of $3,000 


per date and cannot play as 
dates as during the winter In a 
Similar way, the managements fre- 
quently are lucky to break even. as 
the low admission scale makes a real 
gross impossible, However, the 
concerts are considered profitable in 
the long run because they help pay 
off the overhead on the auditoriums, 
pay salaries to the orchestras and 
nominal money to the soloists. Also 
they are figured to keep alive the 
public’s interest in classical music, 


many 


Dayton Opens 13th 
Dayton, O., Sept. 10. 

The Mayfair has been leased to 
the Hirsch circuit as a_ burlesque 
and will open Friday (13) 

Sid Glazier, manager for the house 

id circuit last season, returns to 
the, same post, { 
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THE STORY OF THE 
GREAT SINGERS! 


A. movie fable Bia rr 
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Once upon a time there was a famous singer called “Boom Town.” He was 
the big noise of his era. He sang good and loud. 


It just so happened that at the same time there was another singer called 
“I Love You Again.” This guy sang good and loud too—and funny! 


If it hadn’t been that “Boom Town” was always in the limelight you can 


bet that “I Love You Again” would have been the undisputed champion 
loud-singer of his day. 


But when a guy’s good he gets recognition. In between booms of this chap 


“Boom Town” the nation’s showmen got an earful of what “I Love You 
Again” could do. 


They said: “Hey, this guy’s got a terrific bellow, too. He’s a Star in his own 
right!” So they let “I Love You Again’ do his stuff and it was good stuff and 
now he’s booming in the headlines just like his famous contemporary. 


: MD) 
’ . : () se ee SA 
MORAL: M-G-M’s got two smashing 08 a I LOVE 
hi h ee we You 
box-office hits at the same time, so go an Il 2 A 7s In| ( 


and make yourself a pot full of money! Ais 
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